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‘+ was maintained, on the whole inglorious. Neither mar- 
tial ardour was wanting among our countrymen, nor mi- 
litary enterprife, nor patriotic zeal. In that rank, and those 
circumstances of life which are at once a temptation and an 
apology for dissipation and a love of pleasure, the military 
spirit of Britain shone forth with undiminished lustre; and 
the noblest families exhibited bright examples of true cou- 


rage, exalted genius, and consummate wisdom. 


Whilst I indulge with exultation this general reflection, 
permit me to acknowledge that my attention is irresistibly 
drawn towards the Earl of Moira. Accept, then, my Lord, this 
humble effort to transmit to posterity the glorious actions 
of our countrymen, as a mark of personal refpect for your 
Lordfhip ; for that happy union of enthusiasm in the cause of 
virtue, of invention, intrepidity, and decision of character, 
with cool reflection and patient perseverance, which directs 


the public eye to your Lordship, as. the hope and the pride 


of your country. 


That your Lordfhip may long live still to sustain in, 


a frivolous age, the dignity of true nobility, the virtue of 


i chivalry 


DEDICATION _ 


chivalry without its spirit of romance, is the ardent wish 


and hope of, 
My Lorp, 


w 


Your Lordship’s most obedient, 


Denham, Bucks, And most humble Servant, 
Jan. 35 1794+ 
| c, STEDMAN. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


O natural is the love of liberty, and fuch the averfion of mankind Introduction. 
to reftraint, that it fees to be in the very nature of colonies, and rena 

all fubordinate governments, to feize every favourable opportunity of 

aflerting their independence; and the external afpeCt of nature, varie- 

gated and broken by mountains, favannahs, rivers, lakes, and feas, 

confpires with that noble paflion to check the progrefs of empire, 


and to maintain an interefting diverfity among tribes and nations. 


But when the Britith colonies, now the Thirteen United Statese4froba boli 4, 


of North America, took up arms, and declared themfelves free me 
and independent, they were not encouraged by any conjuncture SI 
that could juftify that meafure in point of policy, or by any cir- 
cumftances that could yield any reafonable hope of fuccefs in the 
arduous ftrugegle that was to enfue. On the contrary, if we take a 

i en ee Ope B view 
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Introduaion, view of the ftrength and refources of Great Britain at the com- 
Nemes teense) 


28 


mencement of hoftilities, and contraft thefe with the weaknefs and 
almoft total inability of the revolting colonies, we fhall have reafon 
to conclude that the termination of the war in favour of the latter, 
with their final feparation from the Britifh empire, was one of thofe 
extraordinary and unexpected events, which in the courfe of hu- 
man affairs rarely occur, and which bid defiance to all human 
forefight and calculation. A people, not exceeding two millions of 
fouls, widely fcattered over half the weftern hemifphere, in the 
peaceable occupations of fifhing, agriculture, and commerce ; di- 
vided into many diftint governments ; differing from each other in 
manners, religion, and interefts, nor entirely united in political 
fentiments ; this people, with very little money, proverbially called 
the finews of war, was yet enabled to effet a final feparation from 
Great Britain, proud from fuccefsful and glorious war, flourifhing 
in arts and arms beyond the example of any former period; ca- 
pable of raifing an annual revenue of fixteen millions of pounds ; 
and, on the whole, the moft formidable nation in the world: And 
all this, although the continent of North America, deeply indented 
and penetrated by navigable rivers and lakes, prefented a fit theatre 
for the difplay of naval power, in which chiefly the ftrength of. 
Great Britain confifted. It is the obje&t of the prefent Work to 
defcribe with fidelity the war that involved this great event—a won- 
der to the prefent, and an example to all future ages. But I fhall 
firft run over the train of circumftances by which that war was pro- 
duced, . 

The colonies of New Hampfhire, Maflachufet’s Bay, Rhode 


‘Wand, Conneticut, New York, Penfylvania, the three lower 


counties on the Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, the hiftory of whofe revolt it is 
propofed to relate, are fituated on the eaftern coaft of North Ame- 


i rica, 
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rica, where they are wafhed by the Atlantic Ocean, ranging from Introduction, 
\ ere ota! 


north to fouth, in the order in which they have been enumerated. 
On the weft they are feparated from the immenfe regions, not fully 
explored, of Canada and Louifiana, by the Apalachian or Allegany 
mountains. "The countries fituated to the weft of that magnificent 
barrier, and at a vaft though unknown diftance from the Pacific 
Ocean, are watered by mediterranean feas, called the Lakes of 
Canada, which not only communicate with-each other, but fend 
forth feveral great rivers, among which the Miflifippi, and the 
St. Laurence, by the weight of their waters and the length of their 
courfe, are particularly diftinguithed. 

The Miffiffippi, running in a winding courfe near five thoufand 
miles from north to fouth, and receiving in its progrefs the Illinois, 
the Miafures, the Ohio, and other tributary rivers, fcarcely inferior 
to the Rhine or the Danube, difcharges itfelf in the Gulf of Mexico. 
The St. Laurence, on the contrary, ftretching in a north-eafterly 
direétion from the Lakes of Canada, falls into the ocean near New- 
foundland. All thefe, with the Hudfon, Delaware, Sufquehannah, 
Chefapeak, Potowmack, and other noble rivers on the eaftern fide of 
North America, being navigable, for the moft part, to their very 
heads, encourage and ftimulate commerce in times of peace; but, in 
thofe of war, expofe the colonies to the attacks of a fuperior naval 
force, as already mentioned. 

The North American provinces lie between the thirtieth and 
fiftieth degrees of northern latitude, having about twelve hun- 
dred miles of fea-coaft. As fuch a fituation would denote a great 
degree of temperature, it is neceflary to obferve, that within thofe 
bounds they experience much viciffitude of weather, and higher 
degrees of heat and cold than are to be found in European climates 


fimilarly fituated. ; 
The northern, commonly called the New England provinces, Lo Beith loiDovNesee 
comprehending New Hampfhire, Maflachufet’s Bay, Rhode Mland, Crovi 
ies? and 
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and Conneticut, are the leaft fertile in point of foil; but their land 
produces excellent timber, and their feas abound with hihs teitie 
inhabitants here, as elfewhere, led by the hand of nature, employ 
themfelves in thofe occupations which are fuitable to the produc- 
tions of their climate. Fithing is the bufinefs of fome, fhip-build- 
ing of others; and the bulk of the people are more or lefs engaged 
in trade or navigation. 

The foil of the New England province of Connecticut being 
richer than that of the others, its inhabitants are occupied in agri- 
culture and raifing of cattle; of which, and alfo of grain, confider- 
able quantities are annually exported. 

The produions of the colonies of New York, New Jerfey, 
Penfylvania, and the three lower counties on the Delaware, ufually 

called the Middle Colonies, refemble thofe of Connecticut; and 
their inhabitants are engaged in fimilar occupations. ‘Their moft 
common articles of exportation are wheat and flour, with furs from 
New York. 

As you proceed from Penfylvania to the fouthward, the heat of 
fummer becomes exceflive ; and the African alone can endure the 
labour of working in the fields. Hence it is, that in the fouthern 
colonies the number of white inhabitants bears only a {mall propor- 
tion to that of the negroes; whereas in the middle colonies very 
few, and in the northern fearcely any, Africans are to be found. 
The provinces to the fouthward of Penfylvania have been 
ufually called the Southern Colonies. In thofe, almoft all the 
white inhabitants are proprietors of lands, which they keep in their 
own poflefion, and cultivate by means of flaves. Thefe land- 
owners, or planters, as they have been called, lead eafy and luxu- 
rious lives, are fond of amufements of all forts, and to labour and 
fatigue utter ftrangers, The bufinefs of their plantations, and the 
management of the African cultivators, are committed to the care 


of 
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of perfons called Overfeers ; a fort of middle men between proprie- 
In the fouthern 


provinces are raifed the moft valuable articles of commerce exported 


tors of lands and the flaves who cultivate them. 
from North America: Tobacco in Virginia, Maryland, and a great 
part of North Carolina; and rice and indigo in South Carolina and 
Georgia. 

The philofopher, in travelling through thofe regions, which were 
all originally peopled from Great Britain, the middle colonies ex- 
cepted, will find amufement in contemplating the effe& which is 
produced upon the human frame and conftitution by the influence 
of climate, of foil, and of the courfe of employment in which the 
inhabitants are engaged. . 

In the provinces of New England, where nature has been lefs Aeracheng fi Cap he 
bountiful in the produ@tions of the earth, he will findarace of men, . 4 YA uw 
healthy, ftrong, and vigorous; keen, penetrating, active, and enter- 
prifing, with a degree of dexterity and management in all the com- 
mon affairs of life, which approaches to cunning and artifice, and 
fuch as the habits and purfuits, not of a liberal and enlarged, but of 
a detailed and minute trade, are accuftomed to form. 

In the middle colonies, he will fee farmers robuft, frugal, perfe- Maclotle 
vering, and induftrious ; plain and honeft in their dealings, but of 
rude and unpliant manners; with little penetration and lefs know- 
ledge. ; 

And, in moft of the fouthern colonies, he will meet with a people of eter a ee 
pallid complexion and fwarthy hue, of form rather tall and flender, P 


unfit and unaccuftomed to labour, with an averfion to bufinefs, and x : 
eee, ae Cisne pg 


a fondnefs for pleafure and diffipation’; luxurious, fhewy, and ex- Aa & ole cass He 
penfive; yet fenfible, fhrewd, and intelligent; of open and friendl ihe / wera 
dif ‘ erally 20 LPOUAL ao 
| dif pofitions, and in their houfes hofpitable even to extremity. Butte "sea eee 
| this muft be underftood only of the fea-coaft and interior parts ohac faseras Gott oa 
| the fouthern colonies. For the frontiers of thefe, ae far to. +~ e madeioe, 
. oe, p> ae ae a of Cds, Ae. 
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the weftward, extending over various ridges of high mountains, 


Kemeeneiey tne 
E. ew A aE Pate bordering upon the Indian country, are inhabited by a people 


Beer our f ioe Pepand 
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unacquainted with luxury and refinement, active and vigorous, 
woc th minds fierce and intra@table, and, in habits, bearing fome re- 
. femblance to their favage neighbours” 

The inhabitants of Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, 
more than any others of the colonifts, imitated, in drefs, equipage, 
furniture, and modes and habits of life, the manners and cuttoms 
of the people of England ; and thefe circumftances will account for 
the vaft fums due from thence to Britain. 

- 'The bulk of the natives of North Carolina are hardy and robuft4 
Their chief employment confifts in hunting and rearing cattle; and 
their principal amufement in fhooting, for wagers, with rifles at a 


‘mark, 
The natives of Georgia, from the influence of climate, were a 


poor, emaciated, debilitated, indolent, and death-like people; and 


like the inhabitants of South Carolina, ignorant, idle, and in- 
active. 

But thefe are not the only differences that merit attention. There 
are others which are to be afcribed, not to climate, foil, or employ- 
ment, but to the principles and tenets, whether civil or religious, of 
the primary fettlers, which, being handed down from father to fon, 
may maintain their influence for many ages. 

The colony of Virginia, which is the moft ancient, was efta- 
blithed in the early part of the peaceable reign of James the Firft, 
about the beginning of the feventeenth century. And, as the colo- 
nifts by whom it was fettled removed from their native country, not 
from any caufe of uneafinefs or diffatisfaCiion with government, but 
urged merely by the fpirit of adventure, propagated at that period from 
Portugal and Spain into other parts of Europe, it may reafonably be 
fuppofed that they carried with them the prevailing notions and 

2 opinions 
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opinions of the times, which were peculiarly favourable to mo- 
narchy and high church government. So inveterate were thofe 
principles amongft this people, that Virginia was the laft of all the 
Britith dominions that yielded to the fuccefsful arms of Cromwell, 
and the firft, too, that renounced obedience to his ufurped authority 
by proclaiming the reftoration of King Charlesthe Second. And fo 
uniform were the inhabitants in religious matters, that, until the 
middle of the prefent century, not a fingle place of worfhip either 
for Roman Catholics or Proteftant Diffenters was any-where to 
be found within the colony. 


The northern colonies were planted about the end of the fame phe ff Majfpachificty 


reign, but not till England began to be torn with internal feuds and 
diffenfions. Thofe who planned and carried into execution the fet- 
tlement of Maflachufet’s Bay, which was the firft of the New Eng- 
land colonies, were men who had cither fuffered, or expected to fuffer, 
perfecution during the intolerant adminiftration of archbifhop Laud; 
puritans in religion, republicans in their notions of government, and 
ofthe fame party and principles with thofe who afterwards overturned 
the government of England in both church and ftate, and brought 
their fovereign to the block. To thefe fettlers a charter was granted, 
empowering them to chufe whatever form of government fhould be 
moft agreeable to themfelves, with only one refervation, that their 
laws fhould not be repugnant to thofe of Great Britain. What mo- 
tive could induce the king to grant a charter with powers fo extra- 
ordinary and extenfive to a people fo little favoured in that reign as 
the Puritans, it is not now eafy to difcover; unlefs it was meant as an 
enticement to encourage the emigration of thofe reftlefs fpirits whofe 
refractory conduét, machinations, and plots, had begun to give fo 
much difturbance to government. But, whatever was the motive, 
the meafure produced a greater effe& than had been forefeen. Such 
numbers in a fhort time withdrew to New England, that government, 
i 
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Introduction. in the following reign, was obliged to interpofe, by forbidding all 


Anne 


perfons to emigrate, except fuch as were {pecially licenfed. 

The fettlements at Maffachufet’s Bay, reinforced by fuch numbers 
from England, foon began to flourifh. But fcarcely had the new 
inhabitants taken entire pofleffion of the country which they were to | 
occupy, when they fell into internal diffenfions. The majority of 
the colony being Puritans, the prefbyterian mode of worfhip was 
declared to be the eftablifhed religion, to which all were required to 
conform. Having juft efcaped from perfecution themfelves, they, 
in their turn, becameintolerant. A ftri&t compliance with religious 
ordinances was rigoroufly exacted ; and the perfecution that follow- 
ed, at length became fo intolerable as to produce frefh emigrations 
from this infantine fettlement. One clafs withdrew to New Hamp- 
fhire, another to Rhode Ifland, and a third to Conneéticut, where 
they formed eftablifhments, and laid the foundations of their refpec- 
tive governments. 

The traét of country which contains the provinces of New York, 
New Jerfey, with the three lower counties on the Delaware, was 
anciently called the New Netherlands ; for the original fettlers were 
Dutch and Swedes, in whofe poffeffion it remained until it was con- 
quered by the Englith in the reign of king Charles the Second, to 
whom the fovereignty of it was finally ceded, and confirmed by the 
treaty of Breda in 1667. A grant of a great part of this tract of 
country, with full powers of fovereignty, was made by Charles to 
his brother James duke of York, who afterwards fold that diftri& 


fince called New Jerfey, to lord Berkely and fir George Carteret, 


‘referving to himfelf only the province of New York; which province, 


on the acceffion of that prince, reverted of courfe to the crown. 


The remaining part of this ceded territory was granted by Charles 
the Second, towards the end of his reign, to William Penn, the cele- 
brated Quaker, who gave it the name of Penfylvania, By Penn it 

was 
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was Originally planted with a colony, confifting of perfons of his Introdadion, 


own religion, who fled from England to avoid the perfecutions to 
which they, though a quiet and inoffenfive people, in common with 
other fectaries, were fubjected. For his new {fettlement he com- 
pofed a code of laws, of fo equitable and liberal a {pirit, and in all 
refpects fo well-adapted to the fituation of the colonifts, that his 
name has defervedly been tran{mitted to pofterity with thofe of the 


~ moft eminent legiflators; and, under the influence of his wife in- 


ftitutions, the colony profpered greatly, and foon became one of 
the moft flourifhing of the Britith fettlements. 3 


The counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and Suffex, ufually called the eee 


three lower counties on the Delaware, forming a feparate eftablith- 
ment, and eleGting an affembly for themfelves, are attached to the 
government of Penfylvania, by having the fame governor. 


Adjoining to Penfylvania, on the fouth, is the province of Mary- Pht ie 


land; which, like its neighbouring ftate, though at a different pe- 
riod, took its rife from religious perfecution. 
‘Yn the reign of Charles the Firft, when, in confequence of repeated 


aed 


addrefles from both houfes of parliament, the king was obliged to — 


enforce againft the Roman Catholics the execution of thofe penal 
and fanguinary laws, which a more enlightened and liberal age has 
thought fit to repeal, Charles lord Baltimore, a Roman Catholic, 
and a favourite at court, obtained a grant of that part of Virginia 
which has fince been called Maryland, as a place of refuge for him- 
felf, and his perfecuted brethren of the Roman religion. And, to 
the everlafting difgrace of that narrow-minded and intolerant age, 
it is recorded, that when he embarked for his new fettlement, he was 
accompanied by no fewer than two hundred popith families, and 
many of thefe of diftin€tion, who chofe to encounter the dangers of 
the fea, the fury of favages, and all the multiplied inconveniences, 
evils, and hardfhips of a new, unexplored, and untheltered country, 
- Vou. I. | C rather 
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rather than longer remain expofed to the cruel oppreflion of their 
unrelenting perfecutors. And in this manner was Maryland fettled 
about the year 1635. 

The firft fettlements in the provinces of North and South Caro- 
lina, originally comprifed in the fame grant, under the general name 
of Carolina, were begun a few years after the reftoration of king 
Charles the Second. A grant of them was made to feveral noble- 
men and perfons of rank, who employed the celebrated Mr. Locke 
to form a fyftem of government and code of laws for their new co- 
lony. But, however. wife in theory thofe inflitutions might have | 
been, it is neverthelefs certain, that the fettlement did not thrive un- 
der them, although fupported by the wealth and influence of its 
rich and powerful proprietors: Nor did it even begin to profper un- 
til government, many years afterwards, refumed the grants, took 
the colony under its own immediate protection, laid afide the infti- 
tutions of Mr. Locke, and gave the inhabitants a conftitution fimi- 
lar to that of Viriginia; and from that period its advances in im- 
provement were as rapid as they had been before flow and unpro- 
mifing, So complicated are human affairs, and fo intricate the chain 
that unites the caufe with the effe@, that it is very unfafe, in the 
formation of political fyfiems, to go far beyond the line of expe- 
rience. ‘The more exalted and refined our ideas of liberty and go- 
vernment, the wider they are apt to lead us aftray ; if, in oppofition 
to faéts and circumftances, we obftinately perfevere in endeavouring 
to reduce them to practice. 

At the end of the war with France, which concluded in 1763, 
there was, and there had been for near a century paft, a {mall 


Sos Coca collected in the American colonies, which was sleet to 


the difpofition of parliament. This revenue arofe from duties 1m- 
pofed by two acts of parliament, one in the 25th year of the reign 


of king Charles the Second, and the other in oy fixth year of the 
reign 
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reign of king George the Second ; in the firft inftance on goods ex- 
ported from, and in the fecond, on goods imported into, the co- 
fonics. 

By the a& of navigation, certain enumerated goods, viz. fugar, 
tobacco, cotton wool, indigo, ginger, fuftic, and other dying wood, 
the produce of the plantations, were reftrained from being carried 
from thence to any other place than to fome of the other Britifh 
plantations, or to Great Britain ; and by the.25 Car. II. duties were 
impofed upon thefe articles when carried to any other place than 
Great Britain, and confequently upon fuch of them as were ex- 
ported to any of the other colonies ; and thefe duties were to be 
paid before the goods were laden on board any fhip for exporta-~ 
tion. 

At the time when this a& pafled, only one of thefe articles was 
produced on the continent of North America, which was tobacco ; 
and upon the exportation of it to any of the other colonies, this 
duty was regularly paid and collected from that period down to the 
time of the feparation of the colonies from the mother-country; as 
was alfo the duty upon indigo, after it was introduced as an article 
of produce and exportation in the fouthern colonies. The other 
enumerated articles upon which the duties were laid, were all of 
the produce of the Weft India iflands; and upon fuch of them as 
the inhabitants of the North American colonies imported into their 
own country, the duties were regularly paid in the Weift Indies, be- 
fore they were laden on board the veffels. 

The duties impofed by the 6 Geo. II. are thofe which have been 
already mentioned payable on the importation of foreign rum, fugar, 
and molaffes, into the colonies. ‘To thofe the colonies alfo fub- 
mitted, except fo far as they were eluded by clandeftine importa- 
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But this illicit importation, either from the remiffnefs of the cuf- 
tom-houfe officers in the colonies, or their inability to prevent it, 
was carried on, in the courfe of time, to fuch an extent as not only 
to alarm the Weft India planters, by its tendency to lefflen the de- 
mand for their produce, and to lower its price, but alfo to attract 
the attention of the Britith miniftry, who, notwithftanding the ex- 
tent to which this trade was carried on, found the revenue arifing 
from it very unproductive ; and who were alfo given to underftand, 
that through the fame channel fome of the manufactures of Europe, 
and many of the produCtions and manufactures of the Eaft Indies, 
were introduced into the colonies, in breach of the a& of naviga- 
tion, and to the manifeft injury of the trade of the mother- 


country. 


fe be frre eu fid Smuggling was carried on, not only upon the American, but 


upon the Britifh and Irifh coafts alfo, to fuch an extent, that the 
parliament, in this year, thought fit to pafs a new a& for more ef- 
feGtually fuppreffing it; and the Britifh miniftry, feconding the 
views and intentions of the parliament, adopted a new plan for 
carrying the a& into execution, and for checking the evil which it 
was intended to remedy, by calling in the aid of the officers of the 
navy. For this purpofe a number of the fmaller fhips of war, with 
cutters and tenders, were put into commiffion, and ftationed in dif- 
ferent quarters of the coafts of Great Britain and Ireland; and to 
the officers who commanded them fimilar powers were delegated. 
with thofe ufually granted to revenue officers, and they were alfo. 
required to take an oath for the due performaace of this part of 
their duty. 

This regulation having taken place in Great Britain, it was alfo: 
thought expedient to extend it to North America. and the Weft 
India iflands ; for, as the minifter had it in contemplation to impofe: 


further taxes in the colonies, it was undoubtedly a primary duty to: 
i} | endeavouz 
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endeavour to make thofe taxes which had been already impofed 
more productive. And if this regulation was found ufeful on the 
Britith thores, it was thought it would be ftill more ufeful on the 
American coaft, where opportunities for fmuggling were more 
abundant, by the numerous inlets with which that coaft abounds,, 
fome of them unfettled, and many others but thinly inhabited; and 
in confequence of the great extent of their ports, and of the very 
limited number of cuftom-houfe officers who were appointed to do 


duty in thofe ports. 


The new plan for enforcing the laws of trade produced no mur- 
muring or difquiet amoneft the people of Great Britain. It was di- 
rected only againgt the illicit trader, a character as diftin@ from the 
Britifh merchant as darknefs is from light. ; 

But in the northern colonies of America, many of their princi- 
pal merchants were engaged in clandeftine trade, and in thofe colo- 
nies it was no difparagement to be fo: On the contrary, when- 
ever a feizure was made, the difpleafure and refentment of the pco- 
ple were direéted againft the officer who had done his duty, and not 
again{t the party who had offended againft the law. And hence, 
the cuftom-houfe officers, finding it impoffible to live happily with 
their neighbours, if they exerted themfelves vigoroufly in the dif- 
charge of their duty, became remifs, and feldom made feizures, ex- 
cept in cafes of fuch palpable breaches of the law as came fo openly 
under their own obfervation that it was impoflible to overlook them.. 

The zeception which this regulation met with in America was fuch, 
as might have been expected, from a people habituated to thofe illicit 
practices in trade which it was intended to reprefs. In the northern 
colonies it produced univerfal alarm, difcontent, and dillatisfaction.. 
As the navy officers were not ftationary, nor their refidence on fhore,. 
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feiendfhip, fellowfhip, or neighbourhood; neither could they be 
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overawed or intimidated from doing their duty. The merchants in 
thofe colonies could, therefore, no longer depend, or, to fpeak in 
mercantile language, they could no longer value themfelves, as for- 
merly, upon the profits of their illicit trafic. But thefe caufes of. 
difcontent, however aggravating and mortifying to themfelves, were 
not to be urged to the miniftry and parliament; they were by no 
means calculated to procure that redrefs which they wifhed, becaufe, 
inftead of fhewing the impropriety, they juftified the expediency, of 
the meafure. Their oftenfible complaints were founded on different 
erounds; they complained, that the fair and the clandeftine trader 
were equally expofed to the operation of this indifcriminating regu- 
lation, inafmuch as the fhips and veffels of both were equally liable 
to be fearched, and confequently to detention upon their voyages: 
They alfo objected, that the officers of the navy were, of all others, 
the moft improper to be appointed to duch asdervice,.fimce by the 
former courfe and habits of their life, they could not be fuppofed to 
be acquainted with the revenue laws, and were of themfelves prone 
enough to fall into irregularities, without being put into fuch a fta- 
tion of executive authority as to render thofe irregularities almoft 


unavoidable. 


It has been already obferved that this new regulation to prevent 
{muggling extended not only to the colonies upon the continent of 
America, but to the Weft India iflands alfo; and there it produced 
an effet which probably was not forefeen, otherwife fome means 
would have been devifed to prevent it. Between the Britith iflands 
and the Spanith fettlements in America a confiderable clandeftine 
trade had been carried on for many years, which was beneficial, not 
only to thofe iflands, but to Great Britain alfo; becaufe, through 
this channel, Britifh manufactures were introduced into the Spanifh 
fettlements, and the returns were principally, though not entirely, 
in gold and filver; and if any inconveniences arofe from this com- 
merce, 
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merce, they were greatly overbalanced by the profits which were Introduction. 
derived from it. But this trade, beneficial as it was, for want of — 1763. 
proper inftruCtions to the officers of the navy, fell a facrifice, for a 
time, to the new regulation. 

The enterprifing {pirit of the inhabitants of the northern colonies Marl: Leap ica) 
had, notwithftanding the remotenefs of their fituation, induced them 
to take a fhare in this lucrative trade ; and when they found them- 
felves cut off from it by the new regulation, their chagrin, vexation, 
and difappointment rofe to a pitch fcarcely to be defcribed. Never- 
thelefs this incidental effet of the new regulation raifed up advocates 
for them in quarters where their complaints, heretofore, had been 
very little attended to. 

The inhabitants of the middle colonies were not themfelves en- 
gaged in the Spanifh trade to any great extent; but had an intereft 
in the continuance of it*. The ftock of grain and other provifions, 
raifed in the northern colonies, was not fufficient for the confumption 
of their inhabitants, and the deficiency was fupplied from fome of the 
fouthern and fome of the middle colonies. The rum and falted fith 
of New England were received in exchange for thofe provifions, but 
fome part of the price was always paid in fpecie; and by means of 
this coafting trade carried on by the people of New England, the 
gold and filver which they received in their traffic with the Spaniards, 
| or at leaft part of it, was in time circulated through the other colo- 
nies. A very confiderable trade was carried on from New York, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore, to Lifbon, and the ports up the Straits, 
in flour, wheat, &c. The returns were moftly made in fpecie, half- 


johannes’s, the remainder in port wine; and it was not until after 
| the late peace that the court of Lifbon forbad the Americans to carry 
away more than a certain fum in fpecie on board each veflel, the 
remainder of the barter to be in the produce of the country. But 


* Vide Chalmers’s late publication, 


another 
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through the Weft Imdia iflands, who fmugeled from the French and 
Spanith iflands ; and then the Weft Indians bartered their {muggled 
commodities with the Americans for provifions; for South Carolina 
in particular fent great quantities of maize, or Indian corn, and live 
ftock, to the Britifh Weft Indies. The inhabitants, therefore, of the. 
fouthern as well as the middle colonies, faw with extreme con- 
cern one of the channels through which they had been fupplied 
with gold and filver in danger of being fhut up, efpecially at a time 
when the fearcity of {pecie was felt as a general evil throughout the 
Britifh part of the American continent; and they were the more 
ready to join in cenfuring the meafure by which this trade was likely 
to be fuppreffed, as they thought it apparent that the continuance 
of the trade would not only be beneficial to the colonies, but alfo 
to the mother-country. 

And thus it happened, that this new regulation was the caufe of 
more or lefs uneafinefs throughout the Britith colonies, whether on 
the continent of America, or in the Weft Indies ; and certain it is, 
that it excited much more ill-humour amongft the people of the 
northern colonies than any other meafure of the Britifh miniftry or 
legiflature ever had produced. When their trade with the foreign 
-Jands had been burthened by the impofition of duties, it is true, a 
ferment arofe; but, after the firft ebullition of refentment had fub- 
fided, they confidered the operation of the act of parliament as un- 
avoidable, and quietly fubmitted ; hoping, perhaps, to elude its effect 
by clandeftine importation. But thefe hopes were now either cut 
off, or rendered precarious, by the new regulation; and as it operated 
by intervals, every feizure was a freth caufe of difcontent, and not 
only kept alive, but added to the general mafs of ill-humour. Dheit’ 
newfpapers were, for feveral fucceflive years, filled with complaints 


pf the detention and feizure of their veflels, and with abufive, con- 
temptuous, 
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temptuous, and provoking paragraphs againft the officers of the Introdudtion. 
navy: And thefe vehicles of clamour being circulated through the —_ 1763. 
continent, excited not only a fpirit of hatred and refentment againft 
thofe officers, but of oppofition to the ordinances of the mother-~ 
country amongit the people of the colonies in general, which made 
a {trong impreffion upon their minds, and prepared them for adopting 
more eafily thofe violent meafures which a few years afterwards 
ended in open revolt. 

The minifter, in purfuance of the plan which he had laid down 37+ 
for obliging the inhabitants of the colonies to bear a {hare in the 122) aay eel ty 
expence which might be meceflary for their future proteQion, in+ | 
troduced a bill into the houfe of commons for impofing duties on 
| | certain kinds of merchandize, when imported into the colonies, re- 
quiring the payment of thofe duties to be made in gold and filver, 
and containing the ufual claufe in the revenue bills for ordering 
them, when collected, to be paid into the exchequer, where they 
were to be fet apart as a feparate fund, together with the future 
produce of all the former parliamentary duties and taxes which had 
been heretofore colle@ted in America; and this fund was to be ap- 
plied, under the difpofition of parliament, for defraying the future 


charges of prote€ting, defending, and fecuring the colonies. The 

bill having paffed through both houfes, received the royal aflent on 
ie: the sth of April in this year. | 

The minifter, by procuring the a&t to be pafled, hada sv eg 

object in view; the firft, to regulate the commerce of the colonies ,4rr0dherWO. 
and the fecond, to raife a revenue. So far as duties were impofed by 
| it on the importation of foreign fugars, indigo and coffee, Haft India 
wroug htfilks and calicoes, foreign cambricks and French lawns, the 
intention feems to have been to difcourage the ufe and confumption 


of thofe articles, and thereby to encourage and promote the ufe and 
Vor. I, D confump- 
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Introduction. confumption of Britifh manufadtures, and of Britifh Weft India pro- 
duce of the like kinds; but if, notwithftanding the impofition of the 
duties, thofe articles of foreign manufacture and produce fhould ftill 
contimne to be imported into America, then the act produced its fe- 
@Mcondary effec of railing a revenue. The other duties impofed by this 
j act; thofe, namely, on Madeira wine, on port and Spanifh wines, and 
fon coffee and pimento of the growth of the Britith Welt India iflands, 
“were for the fole purpofe of raifing a revenue; and in fixing the rates 

and proportions of thefe, the minifter feems to have been abundantly 
cautious of avoiding any juft imputation of dealing hardly by the 
colonies. On the contrary, it would appear that he wifhed to 
imprefs them moft ftrongly with the idea, that although they were 

now to be called upon to bear fome part of the burthens of the 
ftate, ftill their proportion fhould be far, very far, below what was 
borne by the inhabitants of the mother-country. Thus the duty 
impofed by this act on Britith coffee imported into the colonies 

was only feven fhillings per cwt. oF three farthings per pound; 
whereas the people of Great Britain paid an inland excife duty of one 
fhilling and fix-pence upon every pound of coffee which they con- 
fumed, befides a farther duty payable at the cuftom-houfe on im+ 


1764. 


. portation. 
In the fame feffion of parliament an act was paffed refpecting, the 


paper currency of the colonies, the grounds and motives for the enact- 


the colonial affemblies had been in the practice of iffuing bills of 
credit to anfwer their prefent exigencies; and that thefe bills might 
more effectually fupply the place of mofiey, they were made a 
legal tender in the payment of all debts, as if they had been gold or 
filver, and were made redeemable after a certain time, either by the 
colleGion of taxes impofed by the affemblies for their redemption, 
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or by the money allotted to the refpedtive colonies, by the votes of Introdudion, 


parliament, as a compenfation for their fervices. ‘The emiffion of 
fo much paper money, iffued perhaps in fome of the colonies with 


more profufion than was abfolutely neceflary, produced ong 
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very injurious to the colonies, by raifing.the courfe of ex angie 


between them and the mother-country; fo that in fome of them bills’ ‘tg? 


of exchange on Great Britain could not be procured but at a lofs to 
the purchafer of between thirty and forty per. cent.; and as Britith 
money, and indeed every kind of coin which was current in the 
colonies, pafled only at certain rates fixed by law, whatever the 
courfe of exchange might be; it happened, that when the courfe 
of exchange rofe above thofe rates, not only the Britifh money, 
but all the other current coin in the colonies, was cither withheld by 
individuals from circulation, or remitted to the mother-country in 
lieu of bills of exchange; and thus in the courfe of a few years the 
{carcity of fpecie was felt asa general evil in all the colonies. This 
{earcity of fpecie was alfo very injurious to the Britifh merchants ; 
becaufe it happened not unfrequently that the paper bills of credit, 
which their agents in the colonies were obliged to receive in pay- 
ment of their debts, for want of another mediusn of commerce, were 
depreciated in value by the rife-of exchange, even whilft they remained 
in their poffeflion, and before they could lay them out in the pur- 
chafe of bills of exchange, or any other commodity which would 
ferve as a remittance to Great Britain, This evil was more or lefs 
felt in all the colonies, but more efpecially in Virginia, where, from 
the mifconduct of the treafurer, the bills of credit received by him 
from the collectors of the taxes were lent out by him to individuals 
for his own benefit, and thrown back into circulation, inftead of 
being locked up and fecured until they were burnt by order of the 
affembly. A reprefentation on this fubject had been made to the 
D2 Britith 
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the evils arifing from a fuperabundance of paper money had been 


-more feverely felt than in any of the other colonies. But as the 


evil. was more or lefs felt in all the colonies, it was neceflary that 
the remedy to be provided fhould be as extenfive; and thus the a& 
of parliament above mentioned was paffed, whereby the colonial 
affemblies were reftrained from making their bills of credit a lawful 
tender in payment of moncy. | 


The a& for impofing duties on merchandize was only a part of 
the plan which the minifter had in contemplation. At the time when 
the refolutions upon which this at was founded were moved in the 
houfe of commons, he alfo moved another, of the following import: 
“ That towards further defraying the expences of protecting and 
“ fecuring the colonies, it may be proper to charge certain ftamp 
“ duties in the colonies.” But he did not think fit during this {cfhon 
to introduce any bill for carrying this laft refolution into effe@; leav- 
ing it thus open, that if the inhabitants of the colonies fhould diflike 
fuch a mode of levying money upon them, they might have an 
opportunity of fuggefting fome other which would be more agree- 
able ; and undoubtedly this manner of proceeding was not only a 
proof of the minifter’s candour, but of his inclination to accommo- 
date himfelf to the wifhes and defires of the colonies, as far as the 
neceffities of the ftate would permit. The refolution which was. 
moved, was a notice to the colonial aiflemblies that the Britifh 
treafury ftood in need of a fupply; and it alfo pointed out to them 
the manner in which this fupply was propofed to be raifed; but 
as the minifter declined bringing in a bill to carry the refolution 
snto effeét until the next feffion of parliament, it was an evidence 
that he did not chufe to take the colonies by furprife, or to levy 
money upon them in a mode to which they had not yet 

been 
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been accuftomed, without giving them previous and timely no- Introdu@ion. 
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tice. 


But however tenderly the minifter had dealt with the colonies in Afatea pee Cate 


the duties already impofed, and whatever appearance of accommo- 
dation he affumed in the impofition of thofe which he difplayed in 
pafling the previous refolution concerning ftamp duties, without 
following it up the fame feffion of parliament with a bill he medi- 
tated; his general policy with refpec&t to America, which in confequence 
of the regulation of laft year had produced fevere ftriGures in fome 
and given umbrage in all the colonies, was neverthelefs become the 
theme of general clamour. 

The inhabitants of New England, rendered unealy by the regu- 
lation of the laft year, and fill fmarting under its effets, were not 
in a fit temper of mind to fubmit quietly to any further impofitions 
on their commerce; and the lefs fo, becaufe they faw that in 
confequence of the vigilance and adtivity of the officers of the 
navy in the exercife of their new authority, fuch impofitions 
would in future be more produdtive, and lefs eafily evaded, than in 
timespaft. They thought too, that they faw in the minifter’s proceed- 
ings the appearance of afettled plan gradually unfolding itielf, bé& 
not yet fully difclofed, which in detail and in extent might even go 
beyond their prefent apprehenfions: And, inflead of waiting to com 
bat particular parts of this plan, as they fhould appear, they boldiy 
refolved to controvert at once the general principle upon which the 
whole was founded, by queftioning the right and authority of par- 
liament to levy duties or taxes upon the colonies in any form or 
fhape whatever; and by maintaining that the exercife of fuch an 
authority by parliament was an infraction, not only of the privileges 
Such, 
was the import of a refolution entered upon the journals of the lower 


of the colonifts as Britith fubjects, but of their rights as men. 
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and of a letterto Mr. Mauduit, their agent in England*, from 
which it appears that they founded their pretenfions of being 
free from taxation by the Britifh parliament upon the broadeft batis. 
that they could aflume—their rights as men; a bafis which, if ad- 
mitted as a ground of argument againft parliamentary authority, 
placed them at once not in the condition of colonies, or of fubordinate 
dominions, but of independent ftates, unconnected with the mother- 
country by political compacts, and owing her no other obligations 
than thofe which nature impofed. Hence alfo it is manifeft, that 
the republican principles which diftinguithed the earlieft fettlers of 
Maflachufets Bay were not forgotten, but were full recognized and 
{till a@ed upon by their pofterity, after the lapfe of. near a century 


and a half. 


Nodes, Py hae den By another refolution of the fame affembly, a new complaint was 
4), Jded to the lift of their other grievances, “ The late extenfion of 


‘ the powers of the court of admiralty,” on pretence that the right 
of trial by jury was violated. It is not certainly known upon 
what late proceeding of the mother-country this complaint was 
erounded, If it was upon the regulation of the preceding year, it 
was altogether unfounded, for that regulation did not enlarge the 
powers of the admiralty courts, it only extended the power of feizing 
velfels for breaches of the laws of trade to a greater number of per- 
fons than thofe who poffeffed it before. It is true, that in confe- 
quence of this regulation, a’ vellel feized upon the coaft of New 
England might be carried into one of the other colonies, and might 
there be tried; but this effe@ refulted not from the regulation, but 
from the general powers ‘ncident to courts of admiralty, and fo 
ancient as to be coéval with their original inftitution. Whatever is 


Report of the Committee of the Houfe of Lords, in 1774. 
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done upon the fea is fubjeét to their jurifdiction, and they are not 
confined in their cognizance to things which happen within any 
particular diftri€t or portion of the fea, but their jurifdiction is as 
unlimited as the fea itfelf. 

But if the complaint was founded on the claufes in the a& of the 
laft feffion of parliament, directing the penalties thereby inflitted on 
breaches of the laws of trade, to be recoverable in the courts of vice- 
admiralty in America, this was no new fubje& of complaint ; 
for fimilar claufes had been inferted in former atts of parliament re- 
fpe€ting the trade of the colonies, fome of them made fo long ago 
as the reign of William the Third *. 

It appears, too, to have been the determination of the members 
who compofed this affembly, that the other colonies fhould be invited 
to unite with that of Maflachufets Bay, in a joint oppofition to the 
exercife of the parliamentary authority condemned by their above- 
mentioned refolution+; but for the prefent they prudently delayed 
fuch an invitation, until, by difleminating their republican notions 
of government, and difperfing through the continent their political 


pamphlets on the rights of the colonies and the encroachments of 


the mother-country, they fhould in fome meafure prepare the minds 
of the inhabitants of the other colonies for acceding to fuch a pro- 
pofal; and, in the mean time, in behalf of themfelves and their 
own conftituents, they refolved to fet forth their complaints in a pe- 
tition to the king and parliament. 

It has been already noticed, that, in the laft feffion of parliament, 
an act was pafled for reftraining the paper currency of the colonics. 
This aét, too, had the misfortune to give offence; and it was more 
offenfive in the fouthern than in the northern colonies: Neverthelefs 


its beneficial confequences were very foon experienced; for within 


* mand 8/W.3.¢. 22, 3 Geo. 2.¢. 28. 6 Geo. 2, c. 13. 
+ See the Report of the Committee of the Houfe of Lords, in 1774. 
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Britain and the colonies, which had been fo injurious to the latter, 
was reduced to its proper level. 

What proportion of paper currency fhould be admitted in the ge- 
neral circulation of a country, to fupply the place of gold and filver, 
is a fubject of fo complicated a nature, that the moft enlightened 
men have differed in their opinions about it, even in countries where 
experience could be brought in aid of their inveftigations. It 
cannot therefore be a matter of great furprife, that, the American 
politicians of the fouthern colonies ** fhould have been miftaken in 
their opinions about the effect of this act. ‘The want of a fuflicient 
quantity of fpecie to fulfil the purpofes of circulation was obvious to 
all; and they thought that an a& which had a tendency to hurt 
the credit of the medium which fupplied the place of gold and 
filver, muft neceflarily be injurious. They looked upon themfelves 
as the moft competent judges of their own neceflities, and confidered 
the interference of the Britith parliament, in pafling this act, as an 
unneceflary and wanton exertion of power, the ultimate utility of 
which they more than doubted, whilft they deprecated its prefent 
effects as ruinous and deftructive. 

The fouthern provinces, being but very little engaged in trade, 
would not, perhaps, have thought themfelves fo much affected by 
the a@t of the laft feffion of parliament for impofing duties, had it 
not been for the claufe which required the payment of thofe duties 
to be made in fpecie, and this money to be paid into the exchequer 
in England, before it was to be applied towards the expence of pro- 
teGing and defending the colonies ; and even with this claufe, had 
not the at been alfo accompanied with the other, refpeCting the 
paper currency, it is poffible that the northern and middle colonies 


* In New England they had fome experience on this fubject, having before felt the benefit 


of a fimilar act. 
might 
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might have been fuffered to murmur by themfelves, as on former 
occafions. But the act for reftraining their paper currency afleted 
ail the colonies in fome degree; and, in confequence of a greater 
fcarcity of {pecie, it affeted the fouthern colonies more than any one 
of the reft: And when different communities, however difunited in 
other refpeéts, confider themfelves as fuffering under the fame com- 


mon grievance, mutual fympathy arifes, which, by a natural move- 
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ment, gradually extends itfelf beyond the caufe by which it was © 


in time, involves as well their feparate as 
their common caufes of complaint. At this juncture, too, it fo 
happened, that thofe meatures of the Britith adminiftration which 


originally excited, and, 


had given the greateft offence to the northern and middle colonies 
had fome relation to that by which the fouthern colonies thought 
themfelves principally aggrieved. The regulation againft {mug- 
gling had put an end to the trade carried on with the Spanith fettle- 
ments, and in confequence deprived the inhabitants of the colonies 
of the means of obtaining further fupplies of fpecie ; whilft the aa 
of the laf feffion of parliament for impofing duties in America, 
which required thefe duties to be paid in {pecie, and to be remitted 
to England, would, it was thought, in a fhort time, drain the colo- 
nies of the little of the precious metals which they now pofleffed ; 
and, as the climax of their misfortunes, the act which related to 
their paper currency, had a tendency to deftroy the only medium of 
commerce which remained. 

By this ftrange accidental connection between thefe three dif 
ferent regulations, the complaints of the New England provinceg, 
which were principally dire@ted againft the two firft of them, were 
heard with more attention, were better received, and made a deeper 
The peo- 


impreffion in the fouthern colonies than had been ufual. 
ple of New England were not wanting, on their part, to improve 
the favourable moment, for'the purpofe of laying the foundation of 

Vor. 1. ; EK 
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oo general oppofition. The prefs was reforted to. The grievances 


of the colonies were painted in the moft impreflive language; and 
the Britifh miniftry were boldly charged with harbouring defigns 
againft the liberty, property, and future profperity of the colonies: 
And thus a general murmur of difcontent began to run through the 
whole extent of the Britith fettlements on the continent of America, 
which was not a little increafed by the refolution of the houfe of 
commons, which manifefted an intention in that houfe, at fome 
future period, to impofe ftamp duties in the colonies. 

There were, in all the colonial affemblies, as indeed there are in 
all public affemblies, certain popular charaters to whom the great 
body of the people looked up for advice and information, in matters 
of difficulty. Thefe leading men, even in the colonies which were 
the moft fincerely attached to the mother-country, entertained, 
about this time, ftrong fufpicions and apprehenfions of the arbitrary 
defigns of the Britifh court. Such fufpicions originating perhaps, 
at firft, in the violence and animofity of party, with which the be- 
ginning of the prefent reign was fo much diftracted, had, a little 
before this time, been very generally diffufed through Great Britain 
itfelf, and were from thence probably tranfplanted into America. 
And unfortunately for the faccefs of Mr. Grenville’s American 
meafures, perhaps unhappily for the general intereft of the Britifh 
empire, and, without doubt, unfortunately for the internal peace 
and tranquillity both of Great Britain and America, fuch fufpi- 
cions were countenanced by one of the greateft men * of that, or 
perhaps any other period, whofe recent fervices, and the unpa- 
ralleled fuccefs of whofe meafures, whilft he conducted the affairs 
of the nation, ftamped an irrefiftible authority upon whatever 
opinion he thought fit to efpoufe. If thofe fufpicions, however 


* Mr. Pitt. 


originating,, 
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originating, were countenanced * by this great man, the American 
patriots, placed at fuch a diftance, and deftitute of equal means of 
information, may be eafily excufed for adopting them: But certain 
it is, that they prevailed very much about this time amongft the 
leading men in all the colonies, and were, through them, inftilled 
into the minds of the people at large. And from thence it happen- 
ed, that every act of the Britifh government refpeGing America 
was viewed with more than common jealouty. 

Such was the ftate of public opinion and fentiment 4 in the North 
American colonies towards the end of the year 1764, and the begin- 
ning of the year 1765. But, notwithftanding the threatening fymp- 
toms of difcontent, uneafinefs, and jealoufy, which had begun to 
appear, the minifter was not deterred from profecuting the defign 
which he had fo long meditated, of raifing a revenue in the colonies 
by means of ftamp duties. Having previoufly inquired of the 
agents for the colonies, whether they had any inftructions from their 
conftituents to propofe any other method of railing money in the 
colonies than that of which he had given intimation the preceding 
year; or whether they had authority to offer a compenfation for the 
revenue which was propofed to be raifed ; and receiving for anfwer 
that they had no authority for either of thefe purpoles; he now re- 
folved to lay his plan before the houfe of commons, and, on the 
2gth of January, in a committee of that houfe, moved fifty-five 
refolutions for impofing ftamp duties on certain papers and docu- 
ments ufed in the colonies. Thefe refolutions having been agreed 
to, a bill grounded upon them was foon afterwards introduced, 
which, although it met with vehement oppofition, particularly from 
that party which has fince diftinguifhed itfelf by the name of the 
Whig party, and at the head of which was the marquis of Rock- 


* Mr. Pitt’s fpeech on the repeal of the ftamp a&t. 
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ingham, was neverthelefs carried through both houfes of par- 
liament by a confiderable majority, and received the royal aflent on 
the 22d of March. 

By this a&t, which was to take effet in America on the rf of 
November following, ftamp duties were impofed on fuch papers 
and documents as are ufed as evidence in the common dealings and 
tranfaGtions of life between man and man; or on fuch as are ufed 
in legal proceedings, in appointments to offices, in admiflions to 
profeffions, and in the entry and clearance of veffels at the cuftom- 
houfe; and had the authority of parliament to pafs it been iree 
from all objection, it muft be confefled that the fcheme of taxa- 
tion propofed by this a€t, was perhaps one of the beft which 
could have been devifed for raifing a revenue from a people {pred 
over fuch an extent of the continent, and parcelled out into fo 
many different governments, inafmuch as it was not only fim- 
ple and praéticable, but equitable im its operation, equally well 
adapted to all the colonies, and, in its nature, efficacious. It 
excluded all jealoufy and envy, becaufe it extended to all the 
colonies, and was to be raifed on papers and documents which 
were common to them all. It muft be efficacious, becaufe thefe 
papers and documents were declared to be invalid, unlefs they | 
were ftamped ; and the ftamps could not be obtained without the 
payment of the duty. And it was alfo equitable, as the weight of 
it would fall chiefly upon thofe claffes of people who were belt able’ 
to bear it; and as it would be moft productive in thofe colonies 
which were the moft flourifhing, and in which the tranfactions be- 
tween man and man were the moft frequent. 

The refolutions on which the bill was founded, together with the 
debates which it had produced in its paflage through the houfe of 
commons, were, without lofs of time, tranfmitted to America by 


the agents for the colonies; fo that the leading men in that quarter 
of 
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of the world had full time to deliberate on the confequences of the Introduction. 


act, with all its attendant circumftances, before it took effe, and 
to prepare the minds of the great body of the people for yielding 
to thofe impreffions which they wifked them to receive. Prepof- 
{efled as they were with fufpicions of the arbitrary defigns of the 
Britith court, they now thought that thofe fufpicions were con- 
verted into certainties; and that America, thus taxed without her 
confent, was deftined to be the firft victim to arbitrary power; 


the moft firenuous refiftance. A gleam of hope arofe from feeing 
the powerful oppofition which had been made to the a&t in its pafl- 
age through the houfe of commons. ‘They were thereby encou- 
raged to purfue the line of conduét marked out by their prefent 
feelings; and they determined to exert themfelves with vigour in 
ftirring up fuch a ferment as might diftrefs, if not overturn, the 
adminiftration, who were the authors of this meafure, and as would 
certainly defeat the effe& of the act for a time, and perhaps even- 
tually produce its repeal: And this refolution feems to have been 
adopted by the leading men in all the colonies, without any appa~ 
rent concert except what arofe from a general knowledge of one 


another’s fentiments, in confequence of the tranfactions of the pre- 


and they refolved not to fubmit to fuch a melancholy fate without pe af bs ofleribire 4 
ov 


ceding year. 
With this view the arguments which had been ufed by thee 


members of oppofition in the Britith parliament were retraced, 
enforced, and enlarged; and in this form publifhed in pamphlets or 
circulated in newfpapers. Thefe publications were adapted to all 
gapacities. It was contended with great ftrength and force of rea- 
foning, that as the inhabitants of the colonies were Britith fubjects 
ag much as the inhabitants of Great Britain, fo were they entitled 
to the fame conftitutional rights and privileges: That it was the birth- 


right of every Britifh fubject to give and grant his own money for the 
fupport 
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fupport of government, and not to be taxed but by his own confent 
or that of his reprefentative: And as the people of the colonies were 
not reprefented in the Britifh parliament, fo the Britifh parliament 
could not conftitutionally impofe taxes upon them. And to fuch ar- 
guments other topics were added, not perhaps more convincing, 
but better calculated to draw the attention, and imprefs the feelings 
of the American colonift. ‘The a&t wasreprefented to be oppreflive 
in its operation, by converting the plainnefs and fimplicity of their 
former proceedings, whether legal or commercial, into labyrinths 
of doubt, difficulty, and perplexity. It was faid that-the act was 
peculiarly inapplicable to a country fo extenfively fettled, and fo 
thinly inhabited, as America; for it might, and frequently would 
happen (to give one example inftead of many), that the planter or 
farmer, upon fo common a tranfaGtion as the purchafe of a horfe, 
might be obliged to ride many miles to procure a piece of ftamped 
paper, on which he could write a bill of fale, and even when he had 
performed his journey, he might be in doubt what kind of ftamp 
was proper for his purpofe.. In this manner the fuppofed evils 
and inconveniences attending its operation were magnified and 
heightened in language fuited to the apprehenfions of the mafs of 
the people; a defign in the Britifh miniftry to enflave America 
was fuppofed to be difcovered; and the ftamp ad, it was pretended, 
was only to be regarded as the forerunncr of innumerable other .op- 
preflions which were to follow. And thus the people were taught 
to confider the period when the a&t was to take effet as the com- 


“ mencement of their flavery, unlefs they manfully refifted its ex- 


ecution. 
independent of all the previous means which were ufed to bring 
about an oppofition, it was rather to be expected, that an at which 
impofed new burdens, and at the fame time rendered the tranfa€tions 
between man and man in the common affairs of life fomewhat lefs 
plain 
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jection on conftitutional grounds, would not be well received amongit  — 1905. 


plain and eafy, and, above all, which was fo open and liable to ob- 


fome of the colonies at leaft, nor acquiefeed in without reluctance; 
but it excited no fmall fhare of furprife when it was known that the 
firft legiflative oppofition which it met with, took place in the ancient 
colony of Virginia, famed beyond all the reft for loyalty to the fo- 
vereign, and attachment to the mother-country. 


Thofe to whom this event was the caufe of furprife, did not ree Je Sel) 
fle&t, that during the preceding war the importance of the colonic 9 Lan 20? Of Clr 
in the general fcale of the Britifh empire had been blazoned forth a 
and magnified in various debates in both houfes of parliament, as if 
the exiftence of Great Britain as a commercial nation had depended 
upon her trade with the colonies ; that it had been made a favourite 
theme of declamation with minifters whenever they preffed for fup- 
plies to fupport the war; and that the colonies would at leaft efti- 
" mate their confequence equal to what it had been reprefented. Ne fro 

ther did they reflect, that heretofore the colonies had been kept in epper ner fiefs frors 
_ fear by the vicinity of the French and Spaniards, whilft the former ff Grsat Grilaain 
were in poffeffion of Canada, and the latter of the two Floridas ; 

but that now, fince the ceffion of thefe provinces to Great Britain, 

they were relieved from all future apprehenfions on account of fuch 

formidable neighbours, and faw themfelves placed in a flate of fe- 

curity which they had never before experienced. Neither did they 

reflect, that in proportion as the protection of Great Britain had be- 

come lefs neceflary, fo it would be lefs valued ; and that the treaty 

of Paris, which gave fecurity to the colonies, did, at the fame time, 

weaken their dependence on the mother-country. 


And this proceeding in the legiflature of Virginia will ftill lefs be ced pueci boast’ 


the caufe of furprife, if to thefe confiderations we add, that foon pave aad tus Crag lar cd : , 


after the commencement of the prefent reign, a bold and daring 
I {pirit 
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fpirit of oppofition to government had broken forth and {pred itfelf 
amoneft the people of England; and that it muft neceflarily happen 
that fome portion of this predominant {pirit would be imparted to 
the inhabitants of the colonies in the profecution of that clofe and 
conftant intercourfe which fubfifted between them and the mother- 
country. Indeed fuch had been the violence of faction in England, 
and fo bold and daring its partifans, that even the fplendour of the 


crown could not fhield the head which it adorned againft the in- _ 


venomed Shafts of flander: And fuch was the perverfenefs of the 
people, that punifhments inflicted by the courts of juftice for the 
moft heinous offences againft government were in fome inftances 
converted into public rewards *. 

That the colony of Virginia fet the example in this oppofition 
to the ftamp a€, was perhaps, after all, chiefly owing to accident. 
It happened that the general aflembly of that province was fitting at 
the time when a copy of the act arrived in that country, together 
with certain intelligence that it had paffed through both houfes of 
parliament and received the royal affent. ‘The act, it is true, was 
not to have any effect till the month of November, but they knew 
not whether they would have another opportunity of deliberating 
upon it as an aflembly, until after that event had taken place. -The 
leading men too were anxious to fhew to their conftituents, that in 
their legiflative capacity they were not backward in avowing thofe 
fentiments which, as individuals, they had taken fome trouble to 
promulgate. The people had been already prepared by reiterated 
publications in the new/{papers, and it remained only for the affembly, 


* The author of the North Briton, and of the Eflay on Woman, is a living example of the 
truth of this remark. In ayaluable appointment beftowed upon him by the corporation of 
London, he quietly enjoys the fruits of thofe flanders which filled his fovereign’s breaft with 
anguifh, whilft every good man muft execrate fo nefarious a publication, and fo diabolical an 
author. . 
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by fome expreffion of their will, to give a fanction to the intended 
oppofition. Indeed, without this fan€tion, the refiftance which 
The confent of the 
governor and council was not to be expected; whatever therefore 
could be done muft bethe act of the lower houfe of aflembly only ; 


they meditated would have been incomplete. 


and the fubje& was there introduced without lofs of time, and gave 


e ° ° a/, ° y 5 
occafion to one of the moft violent and intemperate debates which Peter ected tar 


had ever been known in that country. Some idea may be formed 
of the manner in which this debate was conducted, by the follow- 
ing paflage, extracted from a fpeech of one* of the members, who 
afterwards made aconfpicuous figure in the beginning of the re- 
bellion. After declaiming with bitternefs againft the fuppofed arbi- 
trary meafures of the prefent reign, he added, “ Cefar had his 
“ Brutus, Charles the Firft an Oliver Cromwell, and George the 
«* Third—” But before he could proceed farther, a cry of, Treafon! 
was heard from one quarter of the houfe, and the fpeaker foon 
afterwards rifing up, called him to order, and declared that he would 
quit the chair, unlefs he was fupported by the houfe in reftraining 
fuch intemperate {peeches. 

This debate was concluded by propofing four refolutions of the 
following effe&, which were agreed to by the houfe, and entered 
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debata? 


upon their journals on the 29th'day of May. The firft declared, | 


that their anceftors brought with them from England, and 
tranfmitted to their pofterity, all the rights, privileges, and im- 
munities, enjoyed by Britith fubjeéts: The fecond, that thefe 
were confirmed and declared by two royal charters, granted by 
King James the Firft: The third, that they have ever fince enjoyed 
the right of being governed by their own aflembly in the articles of 


* Mr. Patrick Henry. 
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tages * and internal police; which right has not been forfeited or 
yielded up, but has been recognized by the king and people of Great 
Britain: And the fourth, that the general affembly of Virginia, 
with his majefty or his fubftitute, have, in their reprefentative capa- 
city, the only exclufive right and power to lay taxes and impofitions 
upon the inhabitants of that colony : And that every attempt to in- 
veft fuch a power in any perfon or perfons whatfoever, other than the 
general aflembly aforefaid, is illegal, unconftitutional, and unjuft, 
and has a manifeft tendency to deftroy Britifh as well as American 
freedom. 

Two other refolutions were offered by the committee to whom 
this matter was referred, which were reje€ted by the howfe: But as 
they ferve to characterize the kind of fpirit which had begun to gain 
ground, and which pofleffled fome of the members of that affembly, 
the fubftance of them is here inferted. The firft amounted to a de- 
claration that the inhabitants of Virginia are not bound to yield 
obedience to any law impofing taxes upon them, other than the 
laws of the general afflembly; and the fecond denounced thofe to be 
enemies to the colony who fhould maintain, by {peaking or writ- 
ing, that any perfon or perfons, other than the general aflembly, 


had a right to impofe taxes upon them. 


eer. But however intemperate the debate had been, which preceded 


thefe refolutions, and whatever heat and violence were difcoverable 
in individual members of this affembly, there was neverthelefs a 
manifeft and ftriking difference between the refolutions of the 
Maflachufets aflembly of the preceding year, and thofe which were 


* That thefe refolutions may be fully underftood, it is neceflary to obferve, that in Vir- 
ginia, and indeed in all the colonies of North America, a diftin€tion was made between taxes, 
and duties on the importation or exportation of merchandize ; fo that the former of thefe terms 


was not fuppofed to comprehend the latter. 


now 
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now paiied by the lower. houfe of affembly in Virginia; a difference Introduction, 


defcriptive both of the particular views and of the general political 
character which diftinguifhed the inhabitants of thefe refpeCtive co- 
lonies. The former, as if they had been already independent, re- 
fort at once to their rights as men—as a ground to exempt them 
from taxation by the Britifh parliament: The latter, venerating the 
Britifh conftitution, fenfible of its benefits, and happy in their con- 
nexion with the mother-country, found their claims wholly upon 
their rights as Britith fubje€ts, which had been declared and con- 
firmed by their charters. The former claim an unlimited exemp- 
tion from duties as well as taxes, thereby undermining the whole 
fabric of the colonial fyftem: The latter, avowing the relation in 
which they ftand to the mother-country, confine their claim of le- 
giflative jurifdiQion to taxes and internal police, thereby tacitly con- 
ceding to the Britith parliament the impofition of duties on mer- 
chandize, and the ordering and regulation of their commerce. 

The aflembly of Virginia having entered into thefe refolutions, 
was diffolved as foon as the governor was-made acquainted with 
them. But it was now too late to ftop the progrefs of the flame 
which had burft forth: Indeed the mifchief was already done, be- 
caufe the refolves of the aflembly were fuppofed to fan@tion what- 
ever irregularities might enfue, in oppofing the execution of an aé 
which, by thefe refolves, was pronounced to. be illegal, unconftitu- 
tional, and unjuft; and the conflagration, which had been kindled 
was now deftined to {pread through the colony at large, by the 
return of the members to their refpedtive counties. 

The affemblies of the other colonies, in the courfe of the year, 
entered into refolutions, fimilar to thofe of the aflembly of Virginia; 
and whatever differences there might be between them in other re- 
{pects, there was but one opinion on the fubje& of the ftamp ada. 
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a 1765. tional, and an infringement of their rights. 

Pet We have feen that the aflemby of Maflachufets Bay had in the 
| preceding year entered into refolutions, and tranfmitted a petition 
to the king and parliament, complaining of a variety of grievances, 


4 | 
i | | and amongft the reft, of the refolution of parliament which an- 
A BI | nounced an intention to impofe ftamp duties in the colonies. The 
Nn / . fame aflembly now brought forward another meafure of much more 
oe importance in its nature and confequences, as it was the farft leading 
AY Pe | ftep towards that confederation amongft the colonies which ulti- 
< | mately feparated them from the mother-country. It was no part of 
» | the character of the people of New England to be remifs in any 
al \ thing which concerned their intereft. They had not been inat- 
x | f tentive obfervers of the difcontent which prevailed in the other co- 
SS } lonies on account of the ftamp at, and they feized upon the pre- 
. fent as the critical moment for reconciling the interefts, confoli- 


dating the grievances, and uniting the complaints, of all the colonies; 
| a defign which we have feen they had in contemplation the pre- 

| ; ceding year. 
In profecution of this intention the aflembly of Maflachufets Bay;. 
n the fixth day of June, entered into a refolution, fetting forth the 


deputies from all the lower houfes of affembly on the American 
continent, to confult together, and take into confideration the com-= 
mon grievances under which the colonies laboured, in confequence 
4 of the late aéts of parliament for impofing duties and taxes, and to 
) a frame and prepare a general petition and addrefs to the king and 
parliament, in behalf of all the colonies, fetting forth thefe’ griev- 
ances and pgaying for redrefs. They alfo refolved, that letters 


S| i figned by their {peaker, by order of the houfe, fhould be fent to 
a. | ae the 
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expedience of holding a general congrefs, which fhould confift. of 
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the aflemblies of the other colonies, communicating this refolution, 
and requefting fuch other affemblies, if they approved of the pro- 
pofal, to appoint deputies to. meet with thofe which fhould be ap- 
pointed by the aflembly of Maflachufets Bay, in a general congrefs 
to be held at New York, on the firft day of OGober following ; 
and they afterwards proceeded to nominate their own deputies, and 
to vote the fum of four hundred and fifty pounds for defraying 
their expences. In confequence of thefe refolutions letters were 
prepared and tranfmitted ; and fuch of the other colonial affemblies 
as were permitted to meet before the month of O&tober, very rea- 
dily. acceded to the meafure recommended by the aflembly of Maf- 
fachufets Bay, and nominated deputies for the propofed congrefs. 
Although the leading men in fome of the colonies had not the moft 
favourable opinion, either of the candour, fincerity, and plain deal- 
ing of the people of New England, or of the general courfe and 
tendency of their politics; yet, fuch is the effet of a common 
grievance in reconciling differences of opinion and allaying jealou- 
fies, that this proceeding of the affembly of Maflachufets Bay, 
which certainly had fome appearance of dictating to the reft of the 
colonies, neverthelefs met with general approbation. 

Whilft fuch meafures were purfued in America, an event took 
place in England which, more than all their own efforts, ferved the 
caufe of the colonifts, and promoted the fuccefs of their defigns. 
This was a change of the miniftry. On the roth of July, Mr. 
Grenville and his adherents were difmiffed from’ their offices, to give 
place to the whig party, under the marquis of Rockingham,.a party 
which we have feen ‘had exerted themfelves ftrenuoufly in oppoling 
the amp a&. ‘The vehement declamations of this party againft the 
minifter within the hovfe of parliament, and the active exertions of 
their friends and partifans amongft the people without ; the threats 
of the Americans to difcontinue the ufe of Britith manufactures ‘until 
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the ftamp aét fhould be repealed, and the confequent alarm {pread 
amongi{t the merchants, manufacturers, and fhip owners; the mur- 
murs and difcontents of the lower orders of the people, from the 
{carcity of bread and the high price of provifions, calamities to 
which they were expofed during the whole of this year; all thele 
caufes combined had excited fuch a clamour in the nation as greatly 
weakened and diftreffed the late adminiftration, and probably con- 
duced to their removal. But the immediate caufe of their difmiflion 
is faid to have been an affront given to the princefs dowager of 
Wales, and through her to the king, by negleCting to infert her 
name in a bill introduced by the miniftry into the houfe of lords, 
towards the clofe of the laft fefflion of parliament, for appointing a 
regency in cafe of the death of the king, during the minority of 
the prince of Wales; an omiffion which was redtified after the bill 
was fent to the houfe of commons. But, whatever was the caufe, 
the change which enfued, by placing the whig party in power, gave 
to the inhabitants of the colonies a well-grounded hope, that the 
act for impofing ftamp duties would be repealed in the next feflion 
of parliament. 

In America, however threatening the appearances had been, no 
actual difturbances took place until the month of Auguft; but in 
that month, about the time when intelligence arrived of the change 
of the miniftry, the fpirit which had been fo long tumultuoutfly ga- 
thering, broke forth into open violence, firft at Bofton in Maffa- 
chutets Bay, and afterwards in feveral of the other colonies. At 
Bofton, the fury of the populace was directed againft the chief- 
juftice of the province, who was fuppofed to favour the minifterial 
plan for taxing the colonies; againft the officer appointed to diftri- 
bute the ftamps, the comptroller of the cuftoms, and the regifter of 


the court of admiralty. Previous intelligence of what was in agi- 
fation having been conveyed to them by their friends, they were 
I fortunate 
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fortunate enough to be able to fave their perfons from infult, but 
their houfes were pillaged, their furniture was burnt or deftroyed, 
and the records of the admiralty, not lefs odious in that province 
than the ftamp act itfelf, were committed to the flames. The coun- 
cil of the province were aflembled by the governor, but they fhewed 
no inclination to be adtive in fupprefling the riots. The governor 
attempted to mufter fome companies of militia to affift the civil ma- 
giftrate in the prefervation of the peace, but they refufed to obey his 
orders; and the ftamp officer, feeing no profpe&t of proteCtion, foon 
afterwards refigned his office. 

In the other colonies the tumults were not fo violent and outra- 
geous as thofe at Bofton; but in all of them they were fufficiently 
alarming to frighten the perfons who were appointed to diftribute 
the ftamps into a refignation of their offices. 

A confiderable interval having been required for preparing the 
ftamped papers in England, none of them had yet arrived in Ame- 
rica; and the officers to whom they were to have been delivered, 
having been obliged to refign their appointments, the general care 
of thefe papers, upon their arrival in the months of September 
and O&ober, devolved upon the governors of the refpective pro- 
vinces. In fome of the colonies the ftamped papers were feized 
and deftroyed by the populace ; in moft of them, through the pru- 
dent management of the governors, they were lodged in places of 
fecurity on fhore, or put on board the fhips of war; but in none of 
the thirteen colonies, after fuch riots, was any one found hardy 
enough to undertake the diftribution of them. 

In the month of Otober deputies from nine out of the thirteen 
colonies met at New York, to hold a general congrefs. The four co- 
lonies not reprefented in this congrefs were, New Hampthire, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, and Georgia. From the three laft of thefe 


deputies were not fent, becaufe the letters from Maflachufets Bay 
: arrived 
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wards permitted to meet till the firft of O&ober had paffed. And 
in New Hampshire, the aflembly did not think fit to appoint de- 
puties, although they approved of the holding of a general congrefs, 
and fignified an inclination to join in any petition that fhould be 
agreed upon by the deputies of the other colonies. | 

The firft feffion of thefe deputies was held on the feventh day of 
October ; and twelve days having been fpent in debates and deli- 
berations, on the nineteenth they entered into thirteen refolu- 
tions, comprehending a declaration as well of the rights as of the 


grievances of all the colonies. In thefe refolutions they fet forth, | 


that the inhabitants of the colonies owe the fame allegiance to the 
king as the people of Great Britain, and all due fubordination to 
parliament. That they are entitled to the fame rights, privileges, 
and immunities, as the people of Great Britain. That no taxes can 
be impofed on a free people but by their own confent, or that of 
their reprefentatives. That the inhabitants of the colonies are not, 
and cannot, be reprefented in the houfe of commons of Great Britain. 
That the only reprefentatives of the inhabitants of the colonies are 
thofe chofen by themfelves ; and that no taxes have been or can be 
impofed upon them but by thofe reprefentatives. That all fupplies to 
the crown are free gifts from the people; and that therefore it is un- 
reafonable in the parliament of Great Britain to grant the property 
of the inhabitants of the colonies. That trial by jury is the right 
of a Britith fubjeét. That the ftamp a, by impoling taxes, and 
extending the jurifdiGion of the courts of admiralty beyond. their 
ancient limits, has a tendency to fubvert the rights and liberties of 
the colonifts. That the duties impofed by the late acts of parlia- 
ment are grievous, and the payment of them impracticable. That, 
by the Britifh manufa&tures which they purchafe, they contribute to 
the fupplies granted to the crown. That the reftrictions on trade, 
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impofed by the late acts of parliament, will render them unable to troduction. 
ee amd 


purchafe Britifh manufactures. That the increafe and prefperity 
of the colonies depends on the free enjoyment of their rights and 
liberties. And laftly, that they have a right to petition the king, 
or either houfe of parliament. 

Thefe refolutions having been entered into, and an addrefs 
and petition to the king, a memorial and petition to the houfe of 
lords, and a petition to the houfe of commons, fetting forth, more 
at large, the grievances mentioned in their refolutions, having been 


prepared and agreed to; the congrelfs diflolved their meeting on thee 


twenty-fifth of Odtober, having fat about eighteen days. 


From comparing the refolutions of congrefs with thofe of WEL, veh 
e2ede% é 


affembly of Maffachufets Bay, it is evident that the leading men in 
the other colonies were not yet prepared to go the full length which 
the people of New England wifhed. It is true, the congrefs dif 
avow the authority of parliament to impofe taxes upon the inhabit- 
ants of the colonies, and to abridge the trial by jury; but they 
complain of the other acts of parliament, for impofing duties on 
merchandize, and reftri€ting their trade, rather as grievances arifing 
from an indifcreet and impolitic exercife of a power which they did 
not call in queftion, than as a€tual infraCtions of their conftitutional 
rights. 
Thefe were all the proceedings of this congrefs which were made 
public. The great temper and moderation manifefted in the papers 
which were to be tranfmitted to England, were probably intended 
to countera&t the effect of the riots and tumults which had preceded 
the meeting of the congrefs. The members of this body were 
aware that all appearance of defiance was carefully to be fuppreffed, 
Profefiing loyalty to the king, and all due fubordination to par- 
liament, they endeavoured to exhibit themfelves as patient fufferers, 
Vou, I, G and 
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compaffion than braving the power of the Britifh nation. 
By the meeting of fo many deputies at New York, a communi- 


) 
Ah extion was opened, an acquaintance was formed, and a correlpond- 


ence eftablifhed, between the leading men of all the colonies; and 
a foundation was thus laid for uniting their common efforts, when- 
ever future circumftances, and’ the attempts of future adminiftra- 
tions, fhould render it neceflary. One effe& of the mutual under- 
ftanding which took place amongtft thefe leading men was indeed 
immediately difcoverable; for, as foon as they returned to their re- 
fpeGtive homes, affociations were fet on foot in all the colonies 
againft the importation of Britifh manufactures, fuch importation to 
ceafe after the firft of January following, until the ftamp act fhould 
be repealed; a meafure which was probably concerted before they 
left New York. 


When the Girt of November arrived, the day on which the ftamp 
at was to take effeét, neither ftamps were to be had nor officers to 
diftribute them. The former had been lodged in places of fecurity, 
to fave them from deftru€tion by the populace; and the latter had 
been either terrified into refignation, or driven away by ill ufage. 
The courts of law were unable to proceed for want of thofe papers 
which the a@t had rendered neceflary ; and a total ftop was put to 
the adminiftration of juftice, except in criminal cafes, in which 
ftamps were not required. “Commerce too was at a ftand, becdufe 


‘flamps were made neceflary in the entry and clearance of veilels at 


the cuftom-houfes. Some of the merchants ventured to fend their 
fhips to fea with certificates from the governors that ftamps could 
not be procured; and in the province of Maflachufets Bay the 
council and affembly were daring enough to enter into a formal \re- 
folution, declaring it to be lawful to tranfad bufinefs, as formerly, 
without the ufe of flamps. 
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Such were the meafures purfued and the fteps taken in America, 


during the year 1765, for oppofing the ftlamp act and procuring its 


repeal; and the inhabitants of the colonies were not more active a 


ftrenucus in refifting, than the new 


ward in iffuing, orders for enforcing its execution. Although the W~4 


refolutions of the aflembly of Virginia were laid before them not 


Dal : 
long after they came into office, and although, upon the twenty- 


feventh of Auguft, the board of trade reported thefe refolutions to 


contain a daring attack upon the conflitution of Great Britain, and 


: to require immediate attention; and although that board recom- 


mended orders to be forthwith fent to the executive power, and to 


all the officers of government in Virginia, to exert themfelves vi- 


goroufly in fupport of the authority of parliament, and to exact a 


due obedience to all the laws of the land; yet this report of the 


board of trade, fo urgent in its nature, was not taken into confider- 


ation by the privy council until the third of Oftober. On that day 


indeed, in a very full council, at which lord chancellor Camden Aorsaller feb the n 


affifted, it was determined, that the fubje& of the report from the 
board of trade was of too high a nature for the decifion of the king 


in council, and that it was proper only for the confideration of par- 


liament: As if it had not been the duty of the executive power to 


require a prompt obedience to all the acts of the legiflature, and as 
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if that power hada right to deliberate whether an act of parlia- 


ment fhould be carried into execution or not. 


Such was the indecifion of the new miniftry refpe&ting American 


affairs ;\ and fo indefinite, and even inexplicable*, was the nature 


of their difpatches to the American governors, that the laft blow 


was now given to the little energy which remained in the executive 


part of the colonial governments. 


Thofe governors undoubtedly 


tT 


* See Secretary Conway’s letters to Governor Fauquier, of Virginia, dated Sept. 14, 1765. 
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thought that it was their duty to exact obedience to an act of par- 
liament which extended to America; but being informed in their 
government difpatches that this was a fubject* under the confider- 
ation of the privy council, a doubt might arife where there was 
none before; and with fuch information before them, they could 
not be certain whether a ftrenuous exertion in compelling fubmiffon 
to the ftamp act might not expofe them to the difpleafure of thofe 
who now conduéted the affairs of government. 

In the party writings publifhed about this time, and in certain 


parliamentary {peeches of a later date, which, from their brilliancy, 


gave the tone to public opinion, the flamp act has been contidered 
as the introduétion of a new fyftem in the government of the colo- 
nies. But whoever will take the trouble of examining the proceed- 
ings of former parliaments, and the various acts which they pafled, 

without confulting the inhabitants of the colonies, for confining and 
reftriGting their trade fo as to make it ferviceable to the mother-coun- 
try; for regulating even their domeftic concerns and purfuits, and 
for fubjecting both their exports and imports, in certain cafes, to the 
payment of duties and taxes, which, when colle&ted, were a part 
of the revenue of the kingdom, and applicable to fuch purpofes as. 
the parliament thought fit to dire& +; will fee that the ftamp act was 
not the introdu€tion of a new, but the continuation and extenfion 
of the old fyftem under which they had always been governed. It 
was an application, not of a new, but of the old, principle upon 
which former parliaments had acted to the new and improved {tate 
of the colonies, which enabled them to contribute more largely than 


* Secretary Conway’s letter to Lieutenant Governor Fauquier, dated 14th Sept. 1765. 
é 


t See the following ftatutes :—_ 
¥2 Car. dE eis. » and 8 W. Ill. c. 22. 9 Ann, ¢. 17, Geo, Il. c. 22. 


5 Car. Il. c. 7. 3 and 4 Ann, c. 5. $-GeoLe.nigemeG Geo: Llyerr3: 
ae iCar. ils ic. 7. 6 Ann, ¢. 30 5 Geo, II. c. 55. 23 Geo. Il. c. 29. 
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formerly towards raifing a revenue for their own fupport, defence, Veiner ie 


and protection. 
But whatever force there may be in thefe remarks, a clamour meee 


been now raifed in Great Britain as well as America; the Ba eS oe 
tile and manufaGturing interefts were alarmed ; petitions againft nace Z i; 


ftamp act, faid to be encouraged by the miniftry *) were tranfmitted « 
from fome of the principal fea-port and manufacturing towns ; and 
in the next feffion of parliament, as had been forefeen, a bill was 
introduced and fupported by the whole weight and influence of the 
new adminiftration for repealing the ftamp act. The difturbances in 
America were by them fpoken of with fome degree of tendernefs. The 
inhabitants of the colonies were reprefented as an injured people ; 
and the aéts of violence which had been committed, were fuppofed 
to proceed from their defpair. Mr. Grenville and his party ftrongly 
oppofed the bill, and charged the prefent miniftry with creating the 
difobedience and refiftance which had arifen in America, by their 
intemperate and inconfiderate fpeeches whilft they were in oppofi- 
tion; but it was at length carried and pafled through the houfe by 
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a confiderable majority. The miniftry feem to have withed to giv Qubarahory Aol 


fatisfaction to all parties, as well thofe who favoured, as thofe who 
oppofed, the ftamp aét, by introducing at the fame time a declara- 
tory bill, which cenfured and condemned the refolutions of the Ame- 
rican aflemblies, and contained a formal declaration, that the Britifh 
parliament had authority to make laws for binding the colonies in 
all cafes whatfoever. ‘Thefe two bills accompanied each other through 
the two houfes of parliament, and received the royal affent on the 
eighteenth of March. 


In the bill for repealing the ftamp aa, that act was declared to Mp ff Ref 


be repealed; not becaufe it was illegal, unconflitutional, or unjult ; 


* Mr. Grenville’s fpeech on the repeal of the flamp act. 
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1766. inexpedient: “And it was repealed abfolutely, and free from all 
terms or conditions. 


‘i EC I The principle of the repeal, and the policy of the miniftry in 
| 


proceeding thus haftily upon it, have been much queftioned, and not 


“ : without a ftrong appearance of reafon. If the objeCtions of the co- 
Vv A t | lonial aflemblies were deemed of no force or validity, it was the duty 
F 1) Wig | of the Britith parliament, for the prefervation of their own authority, 
\ Pie} inftead of repealing, to have taken meafures for inforcing the ex- 
\ 4 | bs vies . ecution of the ftamp ae oe ne other hand, if thefe objeCtions 
oy eae Ei keZ® were unanf{werable and irrefiftible, it would have been wife, it would 
iN | as aloe have been magnanimous and worthy of the reprefentatives of a great 
~ \ | hich every haeocuss vas nation, not only to have repealed the ftamp act, but by an open de- 
i Cota? Lad es EE foe jaration to have renounced for ever the exercife of fuch an uncon- 
SS \) | ; on pond Cis Hafpesis © ftitutional authority ; and at the fame time to have devifed fome 
“ a ial Deere pged other expedient for accomplifhing the end propofed by the ftamp act 
= Se se a coves ev pevgiah | lefs exceptionable means. Such a declaration would have quieted 


Pee titoZ cs, fo aff ‘the minds of the colonifts, and removed all future apprehenfions. 
Bee! ss ees DAinee “But the Britith parliament purfued neither of thefe courfes. It is 
: Mane "‘eto10 


Fao they repealed the ftamp act, but they at the fame time pafled 


Kove. declaratory act, more arbitrary and more alarming than the 
other; and by this prepofterous policy kept alive the jealoufy which 
the ftamp a&t had excited, whilft they abandoned all the benefits 


SN: 


- which it was defigned to produce. 
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Bie les. ay) pou ferred by The inhabitants of the American colonies had refifted the execu- 
; epg har 0 Mijn of the ftamp a&, becaufe they thought it unconftitutional: The 
A eae gsatter fo inexpedience of it made no part of their legiflative complaints. 


i | bs wdfn We ao They denied the right of parliament to impofe taxes upon them; 
om 5 but they never pretended that the taxes impofed. by the flamp a@ 
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Here then a favourable occafion prefented itfelf for the exercife Introduction. 


of minifterial wifdom, which could not be better employed than in 

moderating the pretenfions of the colonial affemblies, fettling the 

mode of their future contributions, and devifing fome permanent 

fyftem or arrangement for reconciling fuch of their claims as were 
admiflible, with that general and fuperintending authority which 
the parliament ought to poflefs for preferving an union of councils 
and of interefts amongft all the members of an extenfive empire. 
For fuch a purpofe no interval could be more proper than that which 
paffed between the time when the execution of the ftamp act was 
refitted in America, and the time of its repeal ; whilft the inhabitants 
of the colonies remained under the apprehenfion incident to a 
confeioufnefs of having for the firft time refufed obedience to an act 
of the fupreme power of the mother-country—but this opportunity 
was neglected. It was now become neceflary for the miniftry, by 
removing the caufe, to allay, as fpeedily as poflible, the ftorm which 
they themfelves, when in oppofition, had affifted to raife. Their 
credit as a party depended upon it: For after the oppofition which 
they had made to the flamp ad, had they proceeded to enforce the 
execution of it by the power of the mother-country, which was now 
sn their hands, the battery which they had raifed againft the former 
adminiftration might have been turned with double effect againit 
themfelves. The ftamp act was therefore to be repealed at all events; 
and by this premature and unqualified repeal it has been thought 
that the intereft of the mother-country and the future tranquility of 
the colonies were both facrificed to the convenience of party. 

If, in the opinion of the miniftry, the amp act was accounted 
to.be a bold, daring, and rafh meafure, their opponents thought 
themfelves entitled to fay that the a€&t which repealed it was not leis 
marked with the oppofite qualities. It is not wife wantonly to 
provoke a quarrel : But when once a quarrel is begun, from what- 
ever caufe it might have originated, the grounds of difference on 

both 
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made as might prevent future jealoufies and difagreements: To end 
it in fuch a manner as to leave the pretenfions on both fides open, is 
weak and daftardly policy;—it is a temporary expedient pregnant with 
future mifchief. 

The repeal of the ftamp a& occafioned very general rejoicings in 
America. ‘The mafs of the people are in all countries led by the 
few : Looking only at the outfide of things, they eafily take the im. 
preflion which is meant to be given: They had been taught to 
confider the ftamp aét as the greateft of all evils, and upon receiving 
intelligence of its repeal, gave themfelves up to unbounded joy. In 
this fenfation, even the leading men very cordially joined; they faw 
in the repeal of the ftamp act, a victory gained by the colonies over 
the mother-country, and in that vitory the firft dawn of future in- 
dependence, They had experienced the benefits refulting from an 
union of councils, and a general co-operation in the fame caufe; 
and confidered the declaratory at, however formidable and offenfive 
in appearance, as a meafure which was calculated to do them more 
fervice than harm. They viewed it as a weak and impolitic bra- 
vado on the part of the Britifh parliament, which would defeat its 
own purpofe, by continuing the alarm which had been excited, and 
by cementing the union which had taken place amongft the colonies. 


The courts of juftice now refumed their funétions ; the aflembhes 
in the different provinces were called ; and mutual congratulations 
paffed between them and their governors. Their late ill-humour 
gave a poignancy to their prefent enjoyments; and all paft animo- 
fities feemed for a time to be forgotten. 

But even during this feafon of feftivity, there were not wanting 
fome, who by publications in the new{papers cautioned their country- 
men againft giving way to intemperate joy; they reminded them, that 
although the ftamp act was repealed, its principle had not been given 

up: 
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up: That the Britith parliament perfevered in maintaining their right 
of taxation, and by paffing the declaratory at affected to poffets a 
ftill higher and more arbitrary power than the authors of the ftamp 
That the repeal of the ftamp a& had 
rather been extorted than freely granted, and that for this boon they 


act had ventured to exercife: 


were more indebted to their own wifdom and firmnefs, than to the 
generofity of the Britifh nation: That future adminiftrations and 
future parliaments might again attempt to impofe taxes upon them ; 
and that it was therefore incumbent upon the inhabitants of the co- 
lonies to be vigilant and attentive, and not fuffer themfelves to be 
lulled into a ftate of thoughtlefs fecurity: ‘That it was their duty, 
whilft it was in their power, to provide again{ft the worft that 
might happen: That with this view they ought to encourage the 
breeding of fheep, for the purpofe of acquiring a ftock of wool, the 
culture of flax, hemp, and cotton, and the fabrication of fuch of the 
coarfer Britifh manufactures as are moft effentially neceflary for the 
common purpofes of life; by which means they might with lefs 
inconvenience to themfelves, when future occafions fhould require 
it, enter into non-importation agreements, and abftain from the 
ufe and confumption of Britifh manufactures, which they faw was 
likely to be the moft effe€tual mode of oppofition to the illegal ex- 
By fuch pub- 
lications, attempts were made to keep alive and nourifh that {pirit of 


ertions of power on the part of the mother-country. 


jealoufy and diftruft, which the declaratory at was {fo well calculated 
to infpire. 

The fecretary of ftate, in the difpatches fent to the American go- 
vernors upon the repeal of the ftamp at, took occafion to fet forth 
the grace and condefcenfion of the king and parliament in liftening 

to the complaints of the inhabitants of the colonies ; and their lenity, 
_tendernefs, moderation, and forbearance, manifefted in the repeal of 
that at, notwithftanding the provocation which they had received 
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if ; Introduction. by the forcible refiftance that had been made to the execution of it; 
1-66. and intimated that fuitable returns of gratitude, duty, affection, and 
i fubmiffion, would be expected on the part of the colonies. Thefe 
: : t were held forth as themes for the governors to enlarge upon in their 
me Uke {fpeeches to the aflemblies. And it muft be confeffed that thofe 
y I affemblies were not backward in voting addreffes of thanks, nor did 
"(a they fall fhort of the fecretary’s expeCtations in profeflions of loyalty, 
} R } | duty, and affection to the king; but in what regarded the parliament 
i a they were far from being explicit: And it very foon appeared that 
vs } fome of them, inftead of being eager to give fubftantial proofs of 
fubordination to the Britifh parliament, were ftudious to avoid even 
| the appearance of it. 
\ Citic eat At the time of repealing the ftamp act, the parliament alfo voted 
; } an ae ae a ‘2? an addrefs to be prefented to his majefty, requefting that he would 
ft! be pleafed to inftruc&t the governors in America to make requilitions 
| to the colonial aflemblies for granting compenfation to fuch indivi- 
a a4 duals as had fuffered in their private property in confequence of the 
tumults. Thefe requifitions were accordingly made in {uch of the 
| colonies where any lofs of private property had been fuftained, and 
eG. Maz 2% particularly in the province of Maflachufets Bay, where the tumults 
bi | had been the moft outrageous. But the aflembly of that province, 
} bh inftead of laying hold of this opportunity to thew their ref{pect to the 
YF Britifh parliament, and at the fame time to do an act of juftice, quar- 
j Rea? | relled with their governor, under a pretence that he had fet forth the 
requifition in {tronger and more peremptory terms than he was war- 
| 6 ranted to do by the fecretary of ftate’s letter; and in an addrefs pre- 
rE} fented to him on this occafion, after cenfuring the manner in which 
| a i J he had communicated the requifition, they coldly tell him, “ That 
I } 4 “ they will embrace the firft convenient opportunity to confider and 
| . “ a€upon fecretary Conway’s recommendation,’ without taking the 
leaft notice of the refolution of parliament. The governor made 
repeated 
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. 
repeated applications to them, but from various pretences they de- 
layed pafling an aét to compenfate the fufferers-for more than fix 
months; nor was it done until the inhabitants of the town of Bofton 
inftruted their reprefentatives to vote for it, and informed them that 
the lords of the treafury in England had refufed to pay the colony 
the money voted by parliament in the year 1763, until compen- 
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fation was firft made to thefe fufferers: And when the act was uprclerrarrity follisher 


laft paffed, it contained a claufe of indemnity to the offenders in the 
riots, which fhewed that thefe were not lefs the objets of that 
affembly’s care and attention, than the unfortunate fufferers. A 
fimilar backwardnefs appeared in the colonies of Rhode [land and 
New York; but in the province of Maryland the aflembly were eager 
to teftify their refpe€t for the recommendation of parliament, and 
~ without delay voted compenfation to the only individual who had 
fuffered in that province: And in the other colonies no lofles were 
fuftained. 

In the fame feflion of parliament in which the ftamp act had been 
repealed, an aét was pafled for amending the annual mutiny at, 
which it had been ufual to pafs, for the government of the troops in 
America. The intention of the amendment was to provide for the 
more comfortable fubfiftence of thofe troops by fupplying them with 
falt, vinegar, and beer or cyder; and the at directed that the ex- 
pence incurred by the fupply of thefe articles fhould be raifed by the 
aifemblies of the re{pedctive colonies in which the trocps were quar- 


the province of New York, that the governor of that province had 
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tered. It fo happened, by the accidental march of fome troops into Apo t fips 
en), 


occafion, on the day after he had communicated to the aflembly the 
repeal of the ftamp aét, to apply to them for quarters for thefe troops, 
and in his meflage he fpecified the additional articles of falt, vinegar, 
beer or cyder, which were required to be furnithed under the 
Tine — amended 
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yell F Introduaion. amended mutiny act of the laft feffion of parliament. He alfo in~ ; 
| aa err formed them that the troops were upon their march, and were daily } 
expected at New York. The aflembly however was in no hatte to take 
i his meflage into confideration, nor did they prefent an addrefs in anfwer 
a to it until after the arrival of the troops, whoin the mean time were 
| put to fome inconvenience for want of quarters. In their addrefs, 
yA L the affembly avoided noticing the at of parliament: They affected 
i’ Ui J | to confider the requifition as coming folely from the king; and 
Y | agreed to furnifh quarters for the troops with fuch neceffaries only 
4 as they had been formerly accuftomed to furnith. This anfwer not 
| proving fatisfa@tory to the governor, another meflage was fent; and 
“ after various meflages and addrefles, the aflembly at laft pofitively — 
— refufed to fupply the troops with the additional articles required by 
~ \ " the amendment made to the mutiny a&, feeming to confider it as 
, =~ i not differing in principle from the ftamp act, fo far as it impofed a 
! new burthen upon them. A difinclination to comply with this a&t of 
: , Parliament appeared in feveral of the other colonies where troops 
| were ftationed; and in no one of them was the act fpecifically car- 


| | ried into execution. Means, it is true, were fallen upon to fatisfy the 
troops: But the Britifh parliament was not to be gratified, even at 
the fmall expence of furnifhing the inconfiderable articles of falt, vi- 
i | ai negar, and {mall beer. 
ae Such were the returns made in America to the grace and conde- 
| {cenfion of the king and parliament in repealing the ftamp a. But 
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) the Rockingham adminiftration did not continue long enough in 


at 


i power to receive official accounts of the effet of their meafures for 
reftoring peace and tranquillity to the colonies. In the month of 
July of the prefent year, they were difmiffed from their employ- 

ments, and a new adminiftration was formed, at the head of which 
was the duke of Grafton, aided by the fplendid talents, the popular 
virtues, 
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"virtues, and energetic powers of Mr. Pitt, now created earl of Chat- Fj Ral 
ham, who accepted the office of lord privy feal, and with whofe ad- 1766. 
vice the new arrangements were faid to have been made. 
The fart a& of this new adminiftration which related to America 1797: 
ferves to fhew, that although many of the members of it had voted Gilley Anish 
for the repeal of the ftamp act, yet in reality they differed not much / 
in principle from thofe who were the authors of it. In the debates 
which that at had occafioned in parliament, in fome of the politi- 
cal pamphlets publifhed in America, and in the refolutions of fome 
of the colonial affemblies, a diftin@ion had been taken between ex- 
ternal and internal taxation, that is, between railing money from the 
colonies by the impofition of duties on the importation or exporta- 
tion of merchandize, and raifing it internally in the way propofed 
by the ftamp aét: And on thefe occafions it had been faid, that 
although the colonies never would agree to the latter, they had 
already fubmitted to the former, which was neceflary for the regula- 
tion of trade; and that the Britifh parliament ought to be contented 
with the exercife of this acknowledged right, leaving to the colo- 
nial aflemblies the powers of internal taxation, and of regulating the 
domeftic policy of the refpe@tive provinces, which feemed to be the 
objeéts for which fuch aflemblies were originally inftituted, and of 
the due exercife of which powers, their local information enabled 
them to be more competent judges than the Britifh parliament could 
pretend to be. is 
The new miniftry laying hold of this diftin@ion, and Mita Aue ea? haation | 
themfelves of the fuppofed conceffion, procured an act of parlia- } 
ment to be paffed for impofing certain duties on glafs, paper, paite- 
board, white and red lead, painter’s colours, and tea, payable upon 
the importation of thefe articles into the American colonies; which 
duties, when colleéted, were made applicable, in the firft place, to 
making provifion for the adminiftration of juftice, and the fupport 
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ceflary, and the refidue to be paid into the exchequer in England, 
and to be applicable to the fame ufes as the former duties: impofed 
in the year 1764. The act alfo contained a claufe for difcontinuing 
the drawback payable on the exportation of china-ware to America, 
and made fome new provifions for preventing the clandefline run- 
ning of goods in the colonies. And at the fame time another act 
was pafled for putting thefe, and all the other cuftoms and duties 
payable in America by any former act of parliament, under the 
management of commiffioners, who were to be refident in that 
country. 

In the fame feffion too, the difpatches of the governor of New 
York, which announced the refufal of the aflembly of that province 
to comply with the mutiny at, were laid before the parliament: 
And timidly indulgent as the members of this parliament had hereto- 
fore fhewed themfelves, in overlooking the rebellious outrages which 
had been committed, and the daring infurrections which had ap- 
peared in America, in oppofition to the ftamp a€t, they now feemed 
determined that the affembly of New York fhould feel the weight 
of their difpleafure for this recent act of difobedience; and an ac&t 
was accordingly pafled for fuipending them from the exercife of all 
their legiflative fun@tions, until they fhould yield obedience to the 
a€t of parliament for quartering the troops. ‘The Rockingham party, 
now out of office, could not in decency oppofe this coercive mea- 
fure, the obje& of which was to enforce obedience to an act of par- 
liament which they, when in power, had procured to be pafled. 

Thefe ats were all introduced and fupported by the influence of 
the new miniftry. They, like the miniftry which had patronized the 
ftamp act, were confcious that the mother-country, bending under 
the weight and preffure of accumulated taxes, with the finews of 
her firength firetched to the utmoft poflible extent, ftood in need of 
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every affiftance. Like them too they were convinced that the 
American colonies were the leaft burthened of all the Britifh domi- 
nions ; and that it was the duty of thofe who were entrufted with 
the adminiftration of government to require them to furnifh a due 
proportion towards the general expence. It was alfo thought highly 
probable, that as the colonies had been fo lately gratified with the 
repeal of the obnoxious ftamp a, they would the more readily 
fubmit to an a@ which required their contribution in a fhape and 
form accommodated in fome degree to the political {peculations of 
the time, and to the ideas of fome of thofe friends of the colonies who 
had efpoufed their caufe in the Britith parliament. Perhaps too it was 
thought that the colonies would have been more eafily induced to 
yield to this mode of taxation, as this would tend to refute the aiper- 
fions of their enemies, who charged them with ingratitude, and re- 
proached them with an inclination to avail themfelves of the protection 
of the mother-country, and of all the benefits which they enjoyed under 
the Britifh government, without contributing towards its fupport. 
Such, it may be fuppofed, were fome of the motives which influ- 
enced the Britifh miniftry about this period. 


But the leading men in the colonies, and their political VRS iho 


thought very differently. In the courfe of their {peculations on the 
-fubje&t of the ftamp a&, they had been led intoatrain of thought and 
confequent reafoning that were applicable not only to the a€t which 
was the immediate objet of their fpeculation, but to all the other 
acts of the Britifh parliament which extended to America. Some 
‘of thefe had exifted for more than a century, and had been fanc- 
tioned by time and by conftant and uninterrupted acquiefcence. ‘Yo 
have queftioned their validity would have been offering violence to 
public opinion. Thefe writers therefore were prudent enough for 
the prefent to avoid pufhing their arguments to fuch a length; but 
they were not the lefs anxious to guard their countrymen againf 


. {ubmitting 


55 
Introduction. 


1767. 


a 


3s 


72 ee ewes 


56 


HISTORY OF THE 


Introduction. fubmitting to any farther extenfion of the like authority. For this 
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purpofe, the pafling of the ftamp act was to be held out as a new 
sera in their political hiftory, and as the commencement of a new 
fyftem on the part of Great Britain. That act had been condemned 
as illegal and unconftitutional. Thofe which preceded it, although 
upon their grounds of argument not lefs liable to objeCtion, yet hav- 
ing been confecrated by time, were to be thrown into the back 
eround, and the flamp act alone was to be put forward as the promi- 
nent figure, by a comparifon with which the legality or illegality of 
every fubfequent a& of parliament for laying duties or taxes on 
America was to be eftimated. 

It required no great reach of thought to perceive that the late act 
which impofed duties on certain articles of merchandize imported 
from Great Britain into the colonies, differed not in principle from 
the ftamp ad. The obje& of both was to raife a revenue from the 
colonies; in the raifing of which, and in the difpofal of it when 
raifed, the colonial affemblies were to have no concern: The arti-~ 
cles upon which the duties were impofed, were become fo neceflary 
that they could not be difpenfed with without great inconvenience 
to the inhabitants of the colonies; and they were fuch as either 
could not be raifed in America, or in the raifing and manufaGture of 
which it was not the intereft of the colonifts to be employed. 

On this ground their political writers fet to work. They main- 
tained that the new act was a branch of the fame fyftem which had 
been introduced in Mr. Grenville’s adminiftration for enflaving Ame- 
rica: That it was in every refpe&t as unconftitutional as the ftamp 
aa: That the mother-country, guided by fuch councils and purfu- 
ing fuch arbitrary meafures, was rather to be confidered as a malig- 
nant ftep-mother than an indulgent parent: That fhe envied the 
profperity of the colonies, and feemed determined to crufh and 
keep them down: And that it was therefore a duty which the in- 

habitants 


PN ee ee 


Se ee a, 


“AMERICAN WAR. $7 


habitants of the colonies owed not only to themfelves but to their Istroduttion 
pofterity, to withftand fuch illegal exactions; becaufe, if they fub- 1767. 
mitted to one, it would afford a precedent for another, and that to a 
thifd; until, by the continued renewal and extenfion of fuch im- 
politions, they would be drained of the little wealth they pof- 
fefled, and be at laft reduced to poverty and diftrefs. Such were the 
arguments ufed to excite an oppofition to the new act of parliament 
amongi{t the people of the colonies; and meeting with no contra» 
diction, the effet which they would have os the public mind 
may be eafily conceived. 
The inattention of government to thefe publications was one 
great caufe of haftening the American revolution. For whilft the 
colonial newipapers were filled with inflammatory publications, 
tending to excite jealoufy and promote difcontent, to throw fuk. <r 
picions on every a& of the Britith government extending to Ame- 
rica, and by degrees to leffen that veneration for the mother-country 
with which the inhabitants of, at leaft a part of, the Britith colonies 
were once impreffed; only one or two writerswere employed on 
the other fide to counteraét the effedts of fuch feditious publications, 
to fupport the caufe of the mother-country, and for a time to keep 
the courfe of public opinion fufpended, until the matters in difpute rei 
could be fairly and difpaffionately confidered. ; { 
It is to the province of Maflachufets Bay that we are benef Lapaacce iol fhe iF 
ward to look for thofe caufes which had a more immediate influence bs } 
in accelerating the American revolution. The foundation of this Wa 
revolution was indeed laid in the meeting of the firft congrefs ; not - 
perhaps by any actual agreement to refift the power of the mother- 
country, but by incorporating and uniting the grievances of all the 
colonies, and making them the fubje& of common complaint. 
Whence it followed, that whenever afterwards any fingle colony 


brought upon itfelf the difpleafure of the mother-country, the caufe 
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of that colony was efpoufed by all the reft; and the refractory un- 
fpirit of the inhabitants of Maffachufets Bay, for ever 
yunning into excefles, and breaking forth into outrages againft law- 
ful authority, and thereby bringing down upon the province the 
confequent animadverfions and chaftifements of the mother-country, 
furnifhed to the aflemblies of the other colonies a never-failing 
fource of difquiet, uneafinefs, temonftrance and complaint; until, 
altercations with government, their paflions became in- 
flamed, refentment was kindled, and all refpect for the mother- 
country being in time thrown afide, the bonds of union which con- 
nected her with the colonies, were at laft violently rent afunder. 
The tranfaétions in this province will therefore occupy a principal 


part in the following pages, down to the year 1774. 


governable 


by fucceflive 


o. ‘ 
Conduct of > Gaarrein There had been no good agreement between the governor* and 


the inhabitants of Maflachufets Bay from the time of the ftamp act. 
He had on that, and indeed on every other occafion, fhewn himfelf 


ative and zealous in maintaining the authority of the mother- 


country, as far as it was in his power; and this conduct of itfelf was 


fafficient to make him unpopular. He had lived long enough in 
the province to be fully acquainted with the character of the people 
over whom he prefided, and by his knowledge and experience was 
enabled to penetrate’ into their defigns, which he did not fail to lay 
_open to the Britifh miniftry. ‘The animadverfions on their conduct 
contained in fome of the government difpatches, which it was ne- 
ceflary to lay before the aflembly, difcovered to them the nature of 
their governor’s communications; and they, on their part, charged 
him with mifreprefentation. In the preceding year he had exer- 
cifed the prerogative of putting a negative on fome of the violent 
men of the patriotic party, whom the aflembly had elected as coun- 


* Sir Francis Bernard. 
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fellors. The excluded members felt this as a erofs affront, and be- 
came his inveterate enemies. Their influence with the people was 
great, and they){crupled not to ufe it in ftirring them up to thwart 
the governor, gratifying their private refentment at the expence of 
the public tranquillity: And to the efforts of thefe reftlefs and dif 
contented men may, in part, be afcribed the perturbed and unquiet 
ftate of this province during the whole of the enfuing year. 

The firft fymptoms of a determined oppofition to the act of the 
laft feffion of parliament for impofing duties in America appeared at 
Bofton in the month of O&ober of the preceding year; where the 
inhabitants, at a meeting held in their town-hall, agreed to enter 
into affociations to encourage manufactures amongft themfelves, to 
difcountenance luxuries of all forts, and to difcontinue the importa- 
tion from Great Britain of all fuch fuperfluous articles of drefs and, 


clothing as neceflity did not abfolutely require. But the act which + 


gave them moft uneafinefs was that which eftablifhed a board of 
cuftoms in America. Under the infpection and fuperintendence of 
that board they dreaded a more rigorous execution of the laws of 
trade than they had been yet accuftomed to. ‘Their apprehenfions 
were the greater becaufe the refidence of this board was fixed to be 
at Bofton; And their chagrin was the more diftrefling, from a con- 
viction that this, of all the a€ts which had been paffed, was the leaft 
liable to be aflailed by objections of any confiderable weight or tm- 
portance. 

When the aflembly of that province met in the month of January 
of the prefent year, they entered upon a general confideration of 
grievances. A petition was prepared, to be prefented to the king, 
complaining not only of the aéts of the laft feflion of parliament, 
but of every other a&t which had been paffed for impofing duties in 


America fince the year 1763. A very long letter was written to 


their agent in England, inftru@ting him how to controvert thefe acts 
I 2 
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upon grounds of natural right, and upon general principles of 
equity, policy, and commerce ; and letters were alfo tranfmitted to 
the lords of the treafury, the fecretaries of ftate, the marquis of 
Rockingham, the earl of Chatham, and lord Camden, pleading the 
caufe of America, and intreating the exertion of their influence and 
abilities in furthering the object of the petition. 

Thefe fteps having been taken for inducing a favourable hearing of 
their complaints in England, they now had recourfe to the fame 


"kind of policy which had before been fuccefsfully practifed in op- 


pofing the fiamp a¢t; thinking the prefent a favourable opportunity 
for renewing their correfpondence with the other colonial aflemblies, 
and for ftimulating them to prefer fimilar complaints. With this 
view a circular letter was addrefled to the aflemblies of all the other 
colonies, communicating the deliberations of the aflembly of Mafla- 
chufets Bay, on the late ats of parliament for impofing duties in 
America; giving a full detail of the grounds of argument which 
they had ufed to expofe the evil tendency of thefe acts, in their pe- 
tition to the king, in the inftru@tions to their agent, and in their 
letters to the great officers of ftate in England; exprefling a hope 
that meafures of a fimilar nature would be adopted by all the aflem- 
blies upon the continent ; and intimating a readinefs and:a with to 
receive from thefe affemblies a communication of fuch other mea- 


fares as might to them appear neceflary to be purfued for the general © 


intereft of the whole. 


This letter bore date the 11th of February. A copy of it was 


without delay fent to England by the governor, and gave much 
difpleafure to the Britifh adminiftration. They viewed it asa wicked 
attempt in the affembly of Maflachufets Bay to light up again the 
flames of difcord in the colonies, and as the commencement of a 
plan of regular oppofition to the authority of the mother-country. 
And in order to counteract its effeéts, the fecretary of flate for 
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American affairs*,on the 22d of April, wrote an admonitory letter to the Introduction. 

governors of the colonies, to be by them laid before their aflemblies, in —_1768. . 
which the circular letter of the affembly of Mafflachufets Bay was con- Secretary of Gachedg 
demned as a meafure of a moft dangerous and faCtious tendency, calcu- Len : 
lated to inflame the minds of his majefty’s good fubjeéts in the colo- 

nies, to promote an unwarrantable combination, to excite an oppofition 

to the authority of parliament, and to fubvert the true principles of 

the conftitution: And the colonial affemblies were admonifhed not to 

fuffer themfelves to. be led away from their duty, nor to give any 

countenance to this mifchievous effort of the Maflachufets Bay 

aflembly for exciting difcord; but rather to treat it with the con- 

tempt it deferved. 


But this adminiftration did not accord with the fentiments of the Sled acd wadeertiny vy, 
leading men in the colonies. ‘They maintained that the colonial af-o7 De. I 
‘femblies had a right to confult together and freely to communicate their 
obfervations to each other, on the fubje&t of their common grievances; 
and they confidered the interference of the Britifh miniftry,on the 
prefent occafion, as an unjuftifiable attempt to difcourage and pre- 
vent the inhabitants of the colonies from exercifing the undoubted 
right of Britifh fubje@s to prefer their united fupplications to the 
throne whenever they thought themfelves aggrieved. 

And thus the letter from the fecretary of {tate became the fubje@& 
of fevere animadverfion, and gave occafion to fome new and angry 
refolutions in feveral of the colonial affemblies: Whilft the circular 
letter from Maflachufets Bay was well received and approved of, and 
produced all the effe& which was expected from it. Petitions formed 
on the model of that of Maflachufets Bay were tranfimitted to Eng- 
land from all the colonies. 


* A new arrangement took place at the beginning of the prefent year, in the fecretary of 
Tate’s office ; a third fecretary being appointed for the department of the colonies. 


I Thofe 


Ae g bh he key 


62 


Lntrodudtion. 


1768 


HISTORY OF THE 


hofe fhades of difference which had originally chara&erized the 
refolutions of the different affemblies, and which were moft con{pi- 
cious in thofe of Maffachufets Bay and Virginia, now began to 
difappear. The republican notions and high pretenfions of the 
people of New England were daily gaining ground: And the act of 
the laft feffion of parliament for impofing duties, although appa- 
rently framed for the purpofe of coinciding with the political creed 
of the fouthern colonies, was now as much condemned in the af- 
fembly of Virginia as it had been in that of Maffachufets Bay ; the 
ailembly of Virginia getting rid of their former diftinction between 
internal taxes, by maintaining that the duties payable by this act, 
although on the importation of merchandize, were as much internal 
as thofe of the ftamp act, becaufe they were impofed not for the pur- 
pofe of regulation, but of raifing a revenue. 

The letter from the fecretary of ftate to the governor of Mafla- 
chufets Bay inftru&ted him to require the aflembly of his province 
to refcind the refolution of the preceding {feflion, which had given 
birth to the circular letter, as it appeared to have pafled near the end 
of the affembly, and in a thin houfe; and if they fhould refufe, he 
was dire€ted to diffolve them. This requifition was accordingly 
made in the month of June; and the affembly, having refufed to 
comply with it by a majority of ninety-two againft feventeen, was 
diffolved by the governor, in purfuance of his inftru€tions. 


Previous to the diffolution of the aflembly, the ill-humour, dif- 
content, chagrin, and vexation of the inhabitants of Bofton, aggra- 
vated by fome new regulations introduced by the commiffioners of 
the cuftoms for checking the clandeftine practices of the former, in 
the landing and fhipping of goods, broke forth into fuch an open 
and violent refiftance of lawful authority, as threatened {peedily to 
involve the whole province in rebellion. 


The 
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The floop Liberty, belonging to John Hancock, one of their prin- 
cipal merchants, had arrived in the harbour of Bofton, laden with 


wine, and a tide-waiter had been put on board to prevent the cargo ANarre0 KSI Mrof 


from being landed, until fhe thould be entered at the cuftom-houfe 
and receive a permit to unlade. On the night after her arrival, and 
before fhe was entered at the cuftom-houfe, the mafter of the veffel, 
having in vain tampered with the preventive ofhicer to obtain his per- 


-miffion, at laft forcibly locked him up in the cabin, and proceeded 


to difcharge the wine; taking oil from the fhore in lieu of it, with 
which the veflel was reladen before the morning. Information of 
this outrageous proceeding having been given at the cuftom-houle, 
the collector, on the evening of the following day, being the 1oth of 
June, made a feizure of the floop, and put her for fafety under the 
protection of the Romney fhip of war. The floop was accordingly 
removed from the wharf where fhe lay, and moored in the harbour 
under the ftern of the Romney. “This was no fooner feen from the 
fhore than a mob afflembled; the collector and controller of the 
cuftoms were beaten and abufed, and in making their efcape were 
pelted with ftones: The commiffioners of the cuftoms were threatened, 
their houfes were attacked, and they themfelves were obliged to take 
refuge on board the Romney: And finally, the collector's boat was 
carried in triumph, and burnt before the door of the owner of the 
floop. Such were the riotous proceedings on the evening of the 
feizure of the floop Liberty. 

On the following day the commiflioners of the cuftoms applied 
to the governor for protection : Their application was by him com- 
municated to the council and affembly, whofe advice and affiftance 
he requefted ; but advice was not given, nor affiftance offered—the 
commiffioners met with no protection: And the threats againft them 
being continued, they were at laft obliged to retire for fafety to 


Caftle William, a fortrefs fituated upon an ifland at the mouth of 
the 
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f Liang the harbour. In the mean time, on the 14th of June, a town meet- 


ing was held, and fo far were the inhabitants of Bofton from dif- 
countenancing the refiftance-which had been made to lawful autho- 
rity, that they prefented a remonftrance to the governor on the 
feizure of the floop, and the circumftance of her being ‘put under 
the prote@ion of a fhip of war; and accompanied it with this ftrange 
requeft, that he would order his majefty’s fhip the Romney out of the 
harbour. All this happened during the fitting of the council and 
aflembly; and yet no one ftep was taken by them, for aflifting the 
governor in reftoring energy to government, or in protecting its 
officers in the execution of their duty. 

Reprefentations on the fubje& of this tumult and infurrection 
were made not only by the governor but by the comimiflioners of 


the cuftoms to the Britifh miniftry ; and troops were ordered to be 


fent to Bofton to aid the civil power. A rumour of the orders which 
had been given having reached Bofton before the arrival of the 


troops, filled the inhabitants with new alarms and apprehentions ; * 


and a town meeting being called on the 12th of September, a petiti- 
on from the inhabitants was prefented to the governor, intreating him 
to convene the general afflembly. To this petition the governor an- 
{wered, that he had diffolved the affembly in confequence of an in- 
ftruG@tion, and that it was not in his power to call another until he 
received his majefty’s orders for that purpofe. The governor's an- 
{wer did not contribute to allay the ferment which the expected ar- 
rival of the troops had occafioned; and the people of Bofton, goaded 
on by their factious and difcontented leaders, conceived and adopted 
in their prefent ftate of perplexity the new and daring refolution of 
affembling a convention of the people. For this purpofe the town 
meeting was adjourned to the following day, when they voted and 
refolved, that they were under no obligation of fubmitting to laws 


to which they had not given their confent, either by themfelves or 
their 
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their reprefentatives, that the levying of money within the province Introdu@ion. 
for the ufe of the crown, without the confent of the general aflembly, 1768. 

is a violation of their charter and of their natural rights as fubjects, 
declared in the ftatute of the 1 W. & M.; that the fending an armed 
force amoneft them without their confent, would be an infringement 


#¢< rate¥ Pw £% F Fy ‘ ’ P 


cution of laws to which they had not given their confent, an in- 1 
tolerable grievance. And as the governor had declared himfelf un- ples retelow fo cal i 


able to call a general affembly for the redrefs of grievances, they } A 
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of thefe rights, and the employing of fuch a force to aid the exe- , i | 


t 


refolved it to be expedient that a convention of the people fhould be 
held. They appointed four perfons to reprefent them in this con- 
vention, one of whom was the owner of the floop, the feizure of sss. ++ 
which had occafioned the tumult. They directed the felect men to 
write to the fele&t men of the other towns in the province, to inform 
them of thefe proceedings at the town meeting of Bofton, and to pro- 
pofe a convention to be held on the 22d of the fame month. They 
refolved that the inhabitants of Bofton fhould be requefted to pro- 
vide themfelves with arms, purfuant to a law of the province which 
had been too much neglected, affigning as a reafon for this vote, a 
prevailing apprehenfion of an approaching war with France; and 
laftly, they requefted that the minifters of the town would fet apart 
the following Tuefday asa day of fafting and prayer. 

In tphlete of son emit fry eas the fele& men; Teafett of flee Tpevrre 
and deputies were appointed to meet in the propofed convention by Vicker ks ‘ | 
all the townfhips in the province, that of Hatfield alone excepted; 
the inhabitants of which not only refufed to appoint deputies for the 
convention, but wrote an expoftulatory letter to the felect men of 
Bofton, upbraiding the inhabitants of that town with their riotous 
behaviour, charging them with being the caufe, by their mifcondud, 
why troops were to be fent into the province; admonifhing them 
that their future orderly behaviour was the only way to procure a 
Vor. 1. K removal 
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Introduion. removal of the troops, and protefting againft the propofed conven- . 


tion as a meafure that was unconftitutional, illegal, and unjufti- 


fiable, fubverfive of government, and deftructive of the peace of 
fociety. 

The convention met on the twenty-fecond of September, and confift- 
ed of deputies from ninety-eight towns and eight diftrias. Their firft 
a& was to fend a deputation to the governor with a meflage, in which 


»they difclaim all pretence to authoritative or governmental acts, allege 


that they were met, in that dark and diftrefsful time, only to confult 
and advife fuch meafures as might promote the peace of his majefty’s 
fubjects in that province, and conclude with intreating him to call 
an aflembly. The governor refufed to receive their meflage, and the 
next day iffued a proclamation in which he warned them of their 
danger, if they fhould proceed to any kind of bufinefs, admonifhed 
them to difperfe, and threatened, if they did not, to aflert the prero- 
gative of the crown in a more public manner. 

Whether the members of this convention were difconcerted by 
the governor’s firmnefs, or whether they began to think that they 
had gone too far in affembling not only without but againft his con+ 
fent, is uncertain: But their proceedings during their fhort feflion 
were uncommonly mild and moderate, and did not feem to corre~ 
{pond with the temper of mind manifefted in the votes of the-town 


- meeting at Bofton. Their proceedings were only a petition to be 


prefented to the king againft the late acts of parliament, and a report 
ftating the caufes of their meeting, and the objects which they had 
taken into confideration. In this report they again difclaiined all 
pretence to authority, recommended to the people to pay deference 
to government, and wait with patience the refult of his majefty’s 
wifdom and clemency, and promifed for themfelves to affift the civil 
magiftrate in preferving the peace. Thefe papers having been pre- 


pared and difpatched to their agent in England, their meeting was 
diflolved 
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diffolved on the twenty-ninth of September, the day on which the 
firft divifion of the troops arrived at Bofton. 

Upon the arrival of the troops fome difficulties arofe about quar- 
tering them; the council propofing that they fhould be fent to 
Caftle William, where barracks were already erected, inftead of being 
quartered in the town, where there were none; but it was neceflary 
that the troops fhould be quartered in the place where their affiftance 
was required: And all objections were at laft obviated by hiring 
-fome empty houfes in the town, which were fitted up and converted 
into barracks. The turbulence of the people being reftrained by the 
prefence of the troops, peace was thus for a time reftored to Bofton. 
The commiffioners and other officers of the cuftoms returned from 
Caftle William; and bufinefs began to be carried on in its ufual 


courfe. 
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In the province of New York the aflembly having made fubmitionse Neco fn& bert 


and complied with the terms of the mutiny act, were reftored to the 
exercife of their legiflative fundtions. ) 

The fuccefs of the circular letter from the affembly of Maflachufets 
Bay in exciting the other colonial afflemblies to petition for a redrefs 
of grievances has been already noticed. But petitions were not the 
only means to which they trufted for relief. Affociations were again 
reforted to for diftrefling the trade of the mother-country, and. for 
influencing the mercantile and manufacturing intereft in England to 
beftir themfelves in behalf of the colonies. To have reftrained all 
importation from Great Britain would at that time have diftrefled 
themfelves more than thofe whom they meant to injure: It. was 
therefore propofed, that the importation of the more neceflary ar- 
ticles of merchdndize fhould be continued, and thofe only which 
were lefg neceflary be prohibited. The concurrence of the mer- 
chants was indifpenfable: And as the neceflary articles of merchandize 


were different in different colonies, it became no eafy matter to adjuit 
Kae their 
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Introduétion. their jarring interefts; fo that although various attempts had been 


e 


made to introduce thefe affociations in the beginning of the year, it 
was not till the end of it that they met with any thing like a general 


‘© °"Sacceptance. The importation of the prohibited articles was to 


ceafe from the firft of January 1769: And the effect which thefe 
combinations had upon the commerce of the mother-eountry will be. 
feen hereafter. 

Such were the principal tranfactions in America during the year 
1768. 

Upon the meeting of the parliament in England, the diforderly 
and difobedient ftate of the province of Maflachufets Bay was men- 
tioned in the fpeech from the throne, and became the fubje& of de- 
bate early in the feffion. 

_The miniftry now feemed determined to a& with more than ufual 


“9% vigour in attempting to fubdue that daring {pirit of refiftance to the 


authority of parliament, which had {hewn itfelf by this time in fome 
degree in all the colonies, but moft unjuftifiably in the province of 


wy Maffachufets Bay, in the provoking tranfactions of the preceding year. 
sxsaseersre Thefe tranfa@tions were accordingly made the ground of fundry par- 


liamentary refolutions, in which they were recited with every cir~ 
cumftance of aggravation, and branded with every epithet of dif 
approbation which could ferve to mark the high difpleafure of the 
Britith parliament, The town of Bofton was declared to be ina 
ftate of diforder and difobedience to law. The difinclination of the 
council and affembly to affift in fupprefling the riots was feverely 
cenfured ; and the neceflity of fending a military force to aid the civil 
power was fully juftified. Thefe refolutions having been agreed to 
and paffed, a joint addrefs from both houfes of parliament was pre- 
fented to his majefty, approving of the fteps which had been already 
taken for maintaining the authority of the mother-country, and de- 
clariny their readinefs to concur in fuch other meafures as might be 

I thought 
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thought neceffary for that purpofe. The addrefs concluded with 
recommending to his majefty to bring the atthors of the difturbances 
to exemplary punifhment ; to inftru@ governor Bernard of Maffa- 
chufets Bay to tranfmit to England full information cf all treafonable 
ats committed within his province during the preceding yeaz, to- 
gether with the names of the offenders; to revive the execution of 
the ftatute of 35 Hen. VIIL for trying within the realm of England 
treafons committed beyond the feas; and to iffue a fpecial commif- 
fion for that purpofe, if upon receiving governor Bernard’s report 
fuch a proceeding fhould appear to be neceflary. 

Thefe refolutions and this addrefs, although finally pafled by a 
great majority, were not voted without confiderable oppofition. 
The Rockingham and Grenville parties united their force to op- 
pofe them, and diftrefs the miniftry. The irregularities and extrava- 
_gances of the people of Bofton (for in fuch.gentle terms were they 
fpoken of) were either palliated or excufed. It was faid that this 
fimple and inoffenfive people had beep driven to madnefs when 
they perceived that the taxes of which they now complained were 
not laid upon them by the influence of their enemies, but of their 
friends; of thofe friends too who had oppofed the ftamp act, and 
had totally denied to the Britifh parliament the right of impofing 
taxes in America. And the oppofition, far from feeming to fhrink 
from their defence, on the contrary upbraided the miniftry with 
giving them the appellation of rebellious and difobedient fubjects. 

Such f{peeches, whatever might be the intention of thofe who 
made them, were deftructive of the authority which the parliament 
withed to maintain. They often gave the tone to the fubfequent 
meafures purfued by the American patriots, who exerted themfelves 
to verify the prediGtions which their friends in parliament had pre- 
vioully made. They were the means of raifing a party in favour of 


America, even in Great Britain, And on the prefent occafion they 
were 
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were calculated to encourage the inhabitants of Maflachufets Bay to 
perfift in their refra€tory courfe, when they found that even the 
provoking infults offered to government in the preceding year met 
with fuch able defenders in the Britifh parliament. 


LSE ‘That part of the minifterial plan which advifed the execution of 


the almoft obfolete ftatute of the 35 Hen. VIH. for the trial of trea- 
fons committed beyond the feas, gave the moft ferious concern to 
all thofe inhabitants of the colonies whofe attachment to the mother- 
country was yet unfhaken. It was a meafure of f{everity which the 
miniftry probably did not intend to execute; but for that reafon it 
ought not to have been threatened. To be torn from a man’s fa- 
mily and friends, tranfported acrofs an extenfive ocean, landed in a 
flrange country as a prifoner and criminal, and tried by’ a jury not 
of his vicinage but of ftrangers, unacquainted with him or his cha-~ 
racter, and whom even the important formality of bringing the pri- 
foner from fuch a diftance to England for trial would be apt to im- 
prefs with an idea of extraordinary guilt—all thefe, with others 
which might be mentioned, were circumftances of fuch hardfhip as 
could not fail to arreft the attention of. even the moft carelefs and 
unthinking colonift, and incline him to queftion the foundation of 
an authority liable to be exercifed in a way fo oppreffive. In fa, 
the threatened revival of this arbitrary ftatute alienated the affection 
of the loyal and well-difpofed amongft the inhabitants of the. colo- 
nies more than any thing which the Britifh parliament had yet at- 
tempted. . Even thofe who were the moft friendly to government, 
and who on other occafions were accuftomed to juftify to their 
neighbours the proceedings of parliament, fhrunk from the defence 
of it. It was univerfally reprobated as an unjuftifiable meafure, 


from the practical exercife of which every feeling mind muft revolt 
with horror. | 
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In the province of Maffachufets Bay, where the diforders chiefly [te 


prevailed which this fevere meafure was intended to reprefs, and 
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where a military force was ready to execute the orders of the civil Trorsvtactisvrd tn 


power, it produced at firft fome little effet *. The writers of fedi- 
tious publications for a few weeks defifted from their labours; but 
novigorous meafures being afterwards purfued, their fears were foon 
difipated. The aflembly of that province, far from being intimi- 
dated, entered into refolutions of an oppofite tendency to thofe of the 
Britith parliament, and maintained, with reafon and juftice on their 
fide, that it was the right of every Britifh fubject to be tried in that 
country where his fuppofed crime was known to be committed; and 
that the fending of perfons into another country for trial was tyran- 
nical and oppreflive, and derogatory of the rights of freemen. 
They alfo voted charges again{t their governor for mifcondud, which, 
with a petition praying for his removal, were tranfmitted to their 
agent in England, to be laid before the privy council. 

In the other colonial aflemblies the addrefs of parliament for re- 
viving the execution of the ftatute of 35 Hen. VIII. produced fe- 
vere ftri€tures on the condu@t of the Britifh adminiftration who 
could propofe and carry through fuch an arbitrary and tyrannical 
meafure. Refolutions were entered into declarative of their rights 
in cafes of trials for treafon; and thefe, in fome of the colonies, 
were of. fo acrimonious a nature, and fo difrefpetful to the Britith 
parliament in the opinion of their governors, that they occafioned 
the diffolution of thofe affemblies who had pafled them. 

So many altercations happened betwecn the American governors 
and their affemblies during the preceding as well as the prefent year, 
But inftead. of 
ferving to fupport the authority of the mother-country, they were 


that diffolutions were now become very frequent : 


® Governor Hutchinfon’s Letter, 27th April 1770. 
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in reality prejudicial to it, by diffufing more widely, upon the re- 
turn of the members to their conftituents, that difrefpe@ to parlia- 
ment, and that ill-humour, heat, and animofity, the appearance of 
which in the affemblies had produced their diffolution. 


folutions of the prefent year, thofe who promoted the affociations 
met with very little farther obftruction, Committees were appointed 
by the people in all the principal towns, whofe bufinefs it was to 


4 Afociabeons risueat> From the time of the arrival in America of the parliamentary re- 
| fr 


_ examine cargoes upon their arrival from Great Britain, and make 


reports to their conftituents how far the affociation had been faith- 
fully adhered to, and in what inftances it had been infringed. 
Meetings of the affociators were regularly held for receiving thofe 
reports: And at thofe meetings votes of cenfure were pafled upon 
delinquents, and their names publifhed in the newfpapers to expofe 


them to the hatred of the populace. In fome inftances goods im-_ 


ported contrary to the affociation were ftored to prevent them from 
being fold; and in others, in order to prevent them from being de- 
ftroyed, they were re-fhipped to Great Britain. 

The effeé& which fuch proceedings had on the commerce of the 
mother-country became very foon perceptible. It was found, that 
the merchandize exported to America in the year 1769 had fallen 
fhort of what had been exported to the fame place in the preceding 
year by the fum of feven hundred and forty-four thoufand pounds. 
It was found too,. that the revenue arifing from the duties payable 
in America was yearly decreafing *: And as the aflociations which 
had been entered into were not againft the ufe of the prohibited ar- 
ticles, provided they were not of the produce or manufacture of 


* The {ums applied by parliament out of this revenue in the following years will fhew the 


decreafe : 
In 1767 applied by parliament £110,000 
1768 70,000 
170Q ee en 30,000 


Great 
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Great Britain nor imported from thence, it was manifeft that the Inteoduétion, 
demand for fuch articles would be transferred to foreign countries; Tat, 
and from them they began to be {muggled into America, in confider- 
able quantities. And thus, in confequence of the affociations, the 
a&t of parliament, which was the principal ground of complaint, 
operated in the colonies as a prohibition on Britifh manufa@tures and 
as a bounty and encouragement, no only to thofe of America but thofe 
too of foreign countries. ‘The merchants trading to America eee SZ us f Be 
alfo alarmed, and prefented a petition to parliament, praying for a Mirckaut 
repeal of the a&t which had given fo much offence in that country, 
fetting forth the lofs which the mother-country had already fuflained i 
in the declenfion of the colonial trade, and ftating the more ruinous 
confequences which they {till apprehended if the repeal was longer 
delayed. 
Influenced by fome or all ‘of thefe bake lord North, now Lath repeal ab” 
firft lord of the treafury *, as well as chancellor of the exchequer, 4 Mie td treeAf Gea? Few 
on the sth of March moved fundry refolutions in the houfe of com- 
mons for difcontinuing all the duties payable in America under the 
act of parliament of the year 1767, the duty on tea only excepted. 
The minifter, in moving thefe refolutions, did not hefitate to condemn 
the aG@ by which thefe duties had been impofed, as a meafure that 
was at leaft impolitic, becaufe the articles on which the duties were | 
payable being chiefly Britifh manufaQures, the exportation of them . 
to the colonies, inftead of’being clogged with duties, ought rather to 
have been encouraged. He alfo admitted that the duty on tea was 
referved for the fole purpofe of faving the national honour, and main- 
taining the authority of parliament: A duty which was too infignifi- 


* Early in January of'this-year lord chancellor Camden was difmiffed from his office, and y 
‘many others of the miniftry refigned. On the 28th of that month the duke of Grafton re- 
figned the office of firft lord.of the treafury, but continued to vote with the miniftry. The 
earl of Chatham, from ill health, had refigned the office of lord privy feal in November 1768. 


PVG TL, io cant 


i 


TntroduGtion. 


ern pee 


1770. 


HISTOR Y-"OF Vine 


cant to be noticed by the inhabitants of the colonies, unlefs they were 
at all events determined to quarrel with the mother-country,. the 
whole produce of it being eftimated at no more than fixteen thoufand 
pounds per annuni. 

The members of oppofition, on the other hand, contended that 
the duty on tea ought to be taken off with the reft; alleging that, 
unlefs this was done, the difcontinuing of the other duties would be 
ufelefs, fince the Americans queftioned not fo much the amount of 
the duties as the right to impofe them. Tio this the minifter replied, 
that the Americans could have no reafon to complain, becaufe, at the 
time when the duty of three-pence per pound payable in America 
was impofed, other duties upon tea payable in England, and amount- 
ing to near one fhilling per pound, were taken off upon its export- 
ation to America; fo that the inhabitants of the colonies, inftead of 
lofing, actually faved by this impofition nearly nine-pence per pound 
on allthe tea which they ufed. The refolutions were carried as 
they had been at frit moved by the minifter ; and a bill which was 
introduced in purfuance of them pafled through both houfes of par- 
liament, and received the royal affent on the 22d of April. 

Whilf the minifter was thus taking meafures for giving fatif- 
faction to the colonies, an unfortunate incident happened at Bofton 
in Maflachufets Bay, which fo exafperated the turbulent and difcon- 


tented inhabitants of that province, as to banith from amongft them 


all prefent thoughts of a cordial reconciliation with the Britith go- 
vernment. 

So long as the military force which we have feen was fent to 
Bofton in the autumn of the year 1768, coatinued refpectable in. 
point of number, fo long the town remained tolerably quiet; but as 
{oon as that was weakened by the departure of two out of the four 
regiments which had been ftationed there, the former ill-humour of 


the inhabitants returned. The troops were vilified and lampooned 
in 
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in the newfpapers ; the foldiers, when met fingly in the ftreets, were _Introdu@ion 


1770. 


infulted ; and every method was taken to degrade them in the opi- 
nion, and expofe them to the hatred and contempt of the populace. 
Daily fcuffles now happened between the lower clafles of people in 
the town, and the foldiers when not on duty: And fo much ani- 
mofity had been excited by the virulent publications in the newf{- 
papers, that a defign is faid to have been formed of driving the troops 
from Bofton by force, in which the people from the country were 
to have affifted. But if fuch a defign was formed, the execution of 
it became unneceflary in confequence of the incident which we are 
now to relate. 

On the evening of the fifth of March, the fame day on which the 
Britifh minifter moved his refolutions in the houfe of commons for 
difcontinuing the American duties, a quarrel arofe at Bofton be- 
tween two or three young men of the town, and as many foldiers at 
or near their barracks. From words they proceeded to blows: And 
the foldiers having vanquifhed their opponents were feen purfuing 
them through the ftreets. The alarm to the populace was given by 
ringing the bells of the churches: And the people of the town aflem- 
bling in great numbers at the cuftom-houfe, began to crowd round 
the fentinel who was pofted there, and not only infulted him but 
threatened his life. Captain Prefton, the officer on duty for the day, 
who had by this time received information of the tumult, proceeded 
immediately to the main guard; and hearing that the fentinel placed 
at the cuftom-houfe had been threatened, fearing too that the cut 
tom-houfe might be in danger, he fent a party, under the command 
of a ferjeant, to protect the one and fecure the other; and from 
greater precaution foon afterwards followed and took the command 
of the party himfelf. He endeavoured to prevail upon the people 
to difperfe, but in vain. The mob now became more riotous, not 
only reviling the foldiers with abufive language, but throwing ftones 
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Introdu&tion. at them, and whatever elfe came in their way. ,One of the foldiers 


received a blow from fomething that was thrown, and levelled his 
mutket: The officer ftretching out his arm to prevent the foldier from 
firing, was ftruck with a club, and the mufket was difcharged. The 
attack from the mob became more violent, and the reft of the fol- 
diers following the example of their comrades, difcharged their 
pieces fingly and in a fcattered manner, by which four of the popu= 
lace were killed and feveral others wounded. They were intimi~ 
dated, and for a moment fled; but foon afterwards colleGing, took 
their fation in an adjoining ftreet. The drums beat to arms, the 
reft of the troops were aflembled, and the whole town was in the 
utmoft confufion;—a town meeting was held, and a deputation was. 
{ent to the governor, requefting him to remove the troops from the 
town. The governor called together the council, and the council 
giving it as their opinion, that the removal of the troops from the 
town would be for his majefty’s fervice, the commanding officer 
promifed to comply with their advice. Captain Prefton furrendered 
himfelf for trial ; and the foldiers under his command at the cuftom-- 
houfe were taken into cuftody; the mob difperfed, and the follow~ 
ing day the troops were removed to Cattle William.. | 
Some days afterwards the bodies of thofe who had been killed in: 
the riot were carried in proceflion through the town, attended by 
an immenfe concourfe of people, and interred with much funeral 
pomp. In this procefiion flags were expofed to view with emble- 
matical devices, calculated to inflame the paflions of the multitude,. 
and infpire them with deadly revenge ; and in the newfpapers the 
eranfa&tions of the fifth of March were reprefented as a deliberate 
murder on the part of the troops, and as an atrocious maflacre of 
the unoffending inhabitants. 
Whilft fuch unjuftifiable means were ufed to prejudice and poifon . 
the minds of the-people, fortunate it was for the officer and foldiers 
3 now 
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~ mow in cuftody that their trials were delayed till the month of O&o- 
ber. By that time the ferment which had been ftirred up had in 
fome meafure fubfided, and the rancorous hatred of the populace 
againft the troops was in part abated. When the trials came on, 
the officer, after a moft rigorous inquiry into his condu@t. and the 
examination of near fifty witnefles, was moft honourably acquitted. 
The four: judges who attended the trial were unanimous in their 
opinions upon the faéts which were given in evidence; and the laft* 
who delivered his fentiments concluded his charge in a few empha- 
tical words which did honour to his independence and love of juftice, 
and at the fame time furnifhed the beft comment on the whole 
tranfaction. “ Happy I am,” faid he, “ that after fuch ftridt exa- 
“ mination the conduct of the prifoner appears in fo fair a light ; 
yet I feel myfelf at the fame time deeply affeCted, that this affair 
turns out fo much to the difgrace of every perfon concerned 
« againft him, and fo much to the fhame of the town in general.” 
Six of the foldiers were alfo acquitted, and two only convicted of 
manflaughter. 

The intelligence of the act of parliament for difcontinuing the 
American “ duties having reached Bofton whilft the minds of the in- 
habitants were yet agitated with the recent recolle€tion of the me- 
lancholy events of the fifth of March, made no impreffion as a ftep 
towards reconciliation, but when viewed as a conceflion forced and 
extorted from the mother-country, yielded the moft pleafing fa- 
tisfaction. | 

In all the colonies, and in Maflachufets Bay as well as rhke reft, | 
the embarraflments and inconveniences arifing from the affociations ¢« 
had by this time become irkfome to the inhabitants: The want of 
fome things which could not firiGly be called neceflaries, but which 
from long ufe and habit were become almoft indifpenfable, had been 


* Judge Lyndex, 
feverely, 
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feverely felt: And the people had become fo weary of the engage- 
ments which they had entered into, that upon receiving the intelli- 
gence of even a partial repeal of the a&t of parliament which had 
been the caufe of their complaints, they held the affociations to be 
no longer binding, except for the fingle article of tea, on which the 
duty was ftill payable. -In reality, thofe affociations, from the tenor 
of them, ought to have fubfifted in full force until the at for im- 
pofing the duties had been wholly repealed; and attempts were madg¢ 
in all the colonies to induce the people to conftrue them thus firictly 
But the inconveniences already experienced were fo great, that all 
the influence of the patriots was infufficient to prevail upon the 
people to fubmit to a farther continuance of them. The intercourfe 
with the mother-country was now therefore again opened for every 
thing but the importation of tea: And during the remainder of this 
year and the whole of the next, commerce flowed into the American 
colonies in a tide unufually full. | 
By the a& of the laft feflion of parliament for repealing the Ame- 
rican duties, introduced by the Britifh minifter, and carried through 
by his influence, it mutt be confeffed that he went a great way to meet 
the withes of the colonial inhabitants: But if entire reconciliation was 
his objeGt, he did not go far enough. The refervation of the infigni- 
ficant duty on tea was fuflicient to give a fair pretence to the patriotic 
party * in the colonies to urge, that although the Britifh parliament 
had now deen twice foiled in its attempts to tax the colonies, it full 
made pretenfions to the right, and only waited for a more convenient 
opportunity to accomplifh this favourite object, the duty on tea being 
referved for the fole purpofe of eftablifhing a precedent for the ex- 
ercife of that right. In both thefe unfuccefsful attempts at taxation 
the colonial patriots faw, or affected to fee, that the Britifh parliament 
had reluctantly given way, and that the people of the colonies, 


* Perhaps by this time it might be called the republican party. 


by 
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by refiftance and clamour, had worked out their own falvation; and > Introdu@tion 
they now renewed their efforts, by frefh publications, to preferve and = 1771. 
keep alive amongft the people that jealoufy and diftruft of the Britifh ‘ 
government which they had heretofore been fo fuccefsful in exciting, — | ia 
and the continuance of which they confidered as the beft fecurity for ' 
the future maintenance of their rights. 

But notwithftanding thefe endeavours to keep up the ball of con ~Baifce otapieritine of Ce 
tention, a general calm now fucceeded to their late agitations mone nee es sf 
the bulk of the people in the middle and fouthern colonies, more efpe- a 
cially in the latter. If the Britith parliament had not given entire fatif- ray 
faction, nor removed all ground of apprehenfion, the inhabitants of | 
thefe colonies were at leaft willing to give it credit for fo much as 
had been done, and feemed difpofed to forget their remaining caufes 
of complaint, provided no new attempt fhould be made to increafe 


them. 

In the New England provinces a very different difpofition of mind dfn eal clisfan hire Fr = 
prevailed. ‘The aét which impofed the duties formed only an in- em LO 4 ri 
confiderable part of their complaints. The reftrictions upon their © \ OED 


coramerce, the powers granted to the officers of the navy to check 
their contraband practices, the eftablifhment of an American board 
of cuftoms, and the more fteady execution of the laws of trade, 
were to them fubjects of as much real concern as taxation. ‘The 
total repeal of the a&t of parliament of the year 1767 would not 
have given them fatisfaction; and the partial repeal of it they 
received not asa favour conferred, but as a forced and ungracious 
compliance with only a part of what they had a right to demand. 
Far from meeting the mother-country in reciprocal acts of reconci~ 
liation, they now aflumed a higher tone in confequence of her con- 
ceffions, and difcovered an inclination to extend their clamour and 


_ demands beyond the limits which they had hitherto fet to them- tatu Ll bas 7 
felves. he-aflembly of Maflachufets Bay, in an addrefs prefentea 977 fee 
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rake vfarher confined to Maffachufets Bay. It was perceivable in all the New 


to their governor on the fifth of July in the prefent year, declared 
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“ that they knew of no commiflioners of the cuftoms, nor any re- 
“ venue which his majefty had a right to eftablith in North Ame- 
‘ rica ;” and in an indignant ftrain fubjoined, “ that they knew and 
* felt a tribute levied and extorted from thofe who, if they were 
“ allowed to have property, had alfo a right to the abfolute difpofal 
“ of it.’ In this province too the fame difpofition to obftruct the 
execution of the revenue laws manifefted itfelf amongft the popu- 
lace as on former occafions. From the time of the removal of the 
troops in the preceding year, the officers of the cuftoms were left 
without protection; and the populace, not fatisfied with oppofing 
them in the execution of their duty, proceeded in various inftances 
to much greater lengths, and inflitted upon their perfons the moft 
degrading punifhments. 

Nor was this impatience under the controul of the laws of trade 


England provinces, and was this year the caufe of a moft outra- 
geous infult offered to. government in the deftruCtion of the Gafpee 
{chooner, a veflel in his majefty’s fervice, ftationed in Providence 
river, in the colony of Rhode Hland, to prevent fmuggling, and: 
commanded by an officer * vigilant and ative in the execution of 
his duty. . 

The Gafpee was boarded at midnight of the tenth of June by two 
hundred armed men in boats, who, after wounding and abufing her 
commander, and forcibly carrying him and his people on fhore, fet. . 
her on fire. 

The caufes of difference between the mother-country and the 
province, of Maflachufets Bay had now fo long fubfifted, and a per- 
verfe fpirit of oppofition had fo intirely poffefled the inhabitants of 


* Lieutenant Duddingftone of the navy. 


the 
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the latter, that it would have been no eafy matter to effect a cordial Introduction. 
ciety Settee 
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reconciliation betweem them under any circumftances, however fa- 


vourable. Thofe which did occur were either of the unfavourable. 


‘kind, or were wrefted by the fpirit of faction to ferve the infernal 
purpofe of fanning the torch of difcord; fo that in every fucceeding 
year, the breach, inftead of clofing, feemed to widen. 

A regulation adopted by the Britith miniftry about the beginning 
of this year, refpecting the judges and principal officers of the {u- 
perior court in Maflachufets Bay, was fufficient to throw that pro- 
vince again into a ftate of uproar and confufion, The obje& of this 
declaration, held forth by the miniftry who framed it, was, to render 
the judges, and the other officers to whom it extended, more inde- 
pendent: By the republican party in Maflachufets Bay it was faid 
to be a minifterial plan for rendering them dependent upon the 
crown. Such oppofite conclufions do oppofing parties deduce from 
the fame premifes! The real fact, without glofs or comment, was 
this: By the new regulation, liberal falaries were affigned to the 
judges, and to the attorney and folicitor general, out of the Ame- 
rican revenue, by a grant from the crown, in lieu of the {canty fa- 
laries annually voted to them by the aflembly. Such a regulation 
in the infancy of the colony, inftead of exciting murmurs, might 


perhaps have been received with fatisfaion and gratitude; but at 


this time it was worked up into a caufe of alarm almoft equal to 
that which agitated the province in the year 1768, upon receiving 
the firft intelligence of the expected arrival of a military force. 


It was faid, and impreffed upon the people with much inflamma- 
tory declamation, that the Britifh miniftry having in vain attempted 
to dragoon the inhabitants of that province into a flavifh fubmiflion 
to the will of parliament by the aid of a military force, were now 
trying to accomplifh the fame end in a way not fo open, but not lefs 
dangerous—by influencing the judges with grants of falaries, and 
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Introduétion. thereby corrupting the fource of juftice: And the people were called 
cree smd 


upon and conjured to withftand fo infidious and deftructive an 1n- 
novation. 


A town meeting of the inhabitants of Bofton was appointed by 
the fele€&t men, and held on the twenty-fifth of OGober. At this 
meeting a petition was prepared and prefented to the governor, fef- 
ting forth the evil tendency of the new regulation, with the alarm 
svhich it had occafioned amongft the people, and praying him to 
call an affembly. ‘The governor refufed to comply with the prayer 
of the petition: And the petitioners having appointed a committee 
to confider and propofe what was fit to be done in that feafon of 
danger, adjourned to a future day for the purpofe of receiving their 
report. The committee, having taken time to deliberate, drew up 
a report containing a new declaration of rights, more extenfive than 
any which had been yet framed, and comprehending the rights of 
the colonifts as men, citizens, and chriftians. In this report, the 
authority of the Britifh parliament to legiflate for the colonies, in 
any refpect whatfoever, was completely denied. After enumerating 
the rights of the colonifts, it fet forth that thefe had been violated 
in various inftances, but more efpecially by the declaratory act of 
the year 1766, by which the Britifh parliament affumed to itfelf the 
power of legiflating for them without their confent, and under 
pretence of that authority had impofed taxes in the colonies, and 
appointed new officers to be refident amongft them, unknown ‘to 
their conftitution, becaufe unauthorifed by their charter, for the pur- 


pofe of faperintending the collection of thofe taxes, and eftablifhing 


what was called an. American revenue. And the Britith minifiry, by 
framing the new regulation for granting falaries to the judges and 
crown officers out of this odious tribute, were charged with defign- 
ing to complete the fyftem of flavery which had originated in the 
houfe of commons, afluming a power to grant their money without 

theix 


AMERICAN’ WAR. : - a 


their confent. At the adjourned meeting of the inhabitants of IntrocuAion. 

Bofton this report was read and agreed to; and fix hundred copies ie. 

of it were ordered to be printed and difperfed through all the towns 

of the province, accompanied with a circular letter, calling upon the . 
people “ not to doze any longer, or fit fupinely in indifference, . 

“ ywhilft the iron hand of oppreffion was daily tearing the choiceft 

“ fruits from the fair tree of liberty.” 

“When the affembly of this province met in the month of Janu- «773. VEE 
ary, the governor probably intending to give them an opportiinity,< MaeA+y of Lente; _ ¢ ‘im 
if they were fo difpofed, of doing away the evil impreffions which wen y 
tight have been made by the unqualified refolutions of the town i 
meeting at Bofton, took occafion in his fpeech to infift on the fu- oa aint Pe 
preme legiflative authority of the king and parliament. But if he 

hoped to benefit government by bringing on this difcuflion, he was 

entirely difappointed. The aflembly, inftead of endeavouring to 

moderate and qualify the do&trines contained in the refolutions of 

the town meeting, feized the opportunity of the addrefs which was Ze aSbr fy» 

to be prefented, to fix them more firmly and in their utmoft extent. 7 , 
They openly denied the authority of parliament, not only to impofe 

taxes, but to legiflate for them in any refpect whatfoever; adding, 

« that if there had been in any late inflances a fubmiffion to atts of 

«¢ parliament, it was more from want of confideration or a reluc- 

“ tance to contend with the parent ftate, than a conviCtion of the 

“ fupreme legiflative authority of parliament.” This addrefs alfo re- 

capitulated a number of new grievances which had not heretofore been 
complained of: And fuch was its improper tendency, even in the 

opinion of the Affembly, upon cooler refle@tion, that fix months 

after, in a letter* to the earl of Dartmouth, fecretary of ftate for 

American affairs, they thought it neceffary to apologize for it, im- 


* Dated 29th June 1773- 
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Introdudtion. puting the blame of their intemperate proceedings to their vovernor, 


1773+ 


who had unneceffarily brought the fubje& of parliamentary autho- 
rity under their confideration, In this letter they fay, “ that their 
“ anfwers to the governor’s fpeech were the effect of neceflity, and 
“ that this neceflity occafioned great grief to the two houtes ;’ and 
then, in a ftyle truly characteriftic of puritanical duplicity, they ex- 
claim, “ For, my lord, the people of this province are true and 
“ faithful fubjects of his majefty, and think themfelves happy in 
“ their connection with Great Britain.” 


But this was not the only caufe of complaint which that affembly ~ 


had againft their governor*. Their agent at the Britifh court, 
Doétor Franklin, a man well known in the philofophical world, had 
by fome means or other got poffeffion of certain letters written by 
their governor in former years to official perfons in England, and 
about this time tranfmitted them to the affembly. The fubje& of 


ae 
secre why of Hae feel this correfpondence was fo difpleafing, that it threw the aflembly 
Zparerrd fio errr 


into a violent heat. They fent a deputation to fhew the letters to 
the governor, without trufting them in his hands, and to inquire 
whether he acknowledged the fignatures to be his. The fignatures. 
being owned, they prepared a petition and remonftrance to be pre- 
{ented to the king, charging the governor with betraying his truft, 
and flandering the people under his government, by giving private, 
partial, and falfe information; declaring him an enemy to the co- 
lony, and praying for his removal from his office. | 


How the letters which gave occafion to fo much animofity in the 


affembly of Maffachufets Bay came into the poffeffion of their agent, 


* Their prefent governor was Mr. Hutchinfon, a native of Maffachufets Bay, a lawyer and 

a man of learning, who had filled the office of chief-jultice of the province with general fa. 

tisfaGtion, and was appointed governor on the refignation of fir Francis Bernard in the year 

1770. Sir Francis Bernard went to England in the year 1769, to defend himfelf from the 

charges tranfmitted againft him by the aflembly ; and although he was honourably acquitted 
by the privy council, he did not chufe to return to a province where he was fo much difliked. 
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is not yet certainly known to the public. But either the manner of Introduttion, 
his obtaining them, or the ufe which he made of them, or both, “ea 
gave fo much offence to the Britifh miniftry, that he was difmifled 

from his office of joint deputy poftmafter-general for America, under 

fuch circumftances of marked difapprobation as probably influenced 

his fubfequent conduct in the American conteft. 


Whilft the patriots of Maflachufets Bay were thus active in dif- 
covering new caufes of complaint, and keeping the province in a 
ftate of perpetual clamour and agitation; the fouthern and middle 
colonies were peaceably and quietly advancing in population and 
profperity, nothing having occurred for fome years to give the re~ 
publican party amongft them (for fuch a party was by this time 
formed in all the colonies) any new pretence for quarrelling with 
the mother-country. 

But an act of parliament which pafled this year was deftined to bowen pose vs Ba 
revive all the heat of contention, and to bring the difputes between awl diafrusouy fo- 
Great Britain and her colonies to their ultimate crifis. This was an fork Tank & f* 
act for impowering the commiffioners of the treafury to grant li- 
cenfes to the Eaft India Company to export tea to all places whatfo- 
ever free of duty. he affairs of that company had by fome means 
or other run into great confufion: Being unable to fatisfy their en- 
gagements, they applied to parliament for relief, and complained 
that their diftrefs was in part owing to the American difturbances, 
which had leffened the demand for their tea; in confequence of 
which, they had then lying in their warehoufes, for want of a mar- 
| ket, near feventeen millions of pounds. One of the regulations 
adopted for their relief was the act of parliament above-mentioned, 
for granting them leave, under the fanétion of the treafury, to export 
their teas, duty free, wherever they could find a market for them. 
| The minifter, in procuring this a& to be paifed, had probably two 
objeéts in view ; one, the relief of the Eaft India company, and the 
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other, the increafe of the American revenue, by this new device for 
introducing the company’s tea into the colonies, where it ftill lay 
under a prohibition in confequence of the affociations: And it was 
this laft obje€t which gave offence in America. The leading men 
forefaw that, ifthe tea was once introduced and landed in America, it 
would be impoffible to prevent its fale and confumption, and thus 
the duty would be inevitably levied upon the inhabitants, notwith- 
ftanding all their efforts to prevent it. Refiftance to taxation by the 


Britith parliament was become in America a point of national ho-~ - 


nour which they were determined to maintain. The aflociations 
againft the importation of tea from Great Britain, which in fome of 
the colonies had begun to be difregarded, were now enforced with 
rigour: And all thofe means which, we have feen, the leading men 
knew fo well how to ufe, were again employed by them to excite 
oppofition amongft the people, and ftir them up to refift with force 
and violence the landing of fuch cargoes of tea as might be fent 
amonegft them. Nor were their efforts in any of the colonies inef- 
feGual. But the clamour and threatenings were greateft in the New 
England provinces ; and in them, as on all former occafions, the firft 
forcible refiftance to the a&t of parliament was made. 


As foon as intelligence was received in the month of November, 
that three fhips freighted with tea on account of the Eaft India 
company were on their paflage to Bofton, that place became again 
the feat of tumult, violence, and riot, excited for the purpofe of 
frightening the configners of the tea fhips from acting under their 
appointments. ‘The populace furrounded their houfes and demand- 
ed their refignation, which not being complied with, the windows 
and doors of their houfes were broken, and they themfelves nar~- 
rowly efcaped the fury of the mob by flying from the town and 
taking fhelter in Caftle William. The governor in vain iffued a 


proclamation commanding the civil magiftrates to fupprefs the riots, 
and 
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and protect the peaceable and well-difpofed inhabitants. His 
proclamation was vilified’ and ‘contemned, and the fheriff infulted 1773. 
for attempting to read it at one of the illegal meetings. Even the 
council refufed to advife any meafures for fecuring the tea upon its 

arrival, or for protecting the confignees. 


When the two fhips did arrive, a meeting was held by the inha-<MgrcoaLl of Fa e ts 

bitants of Bofton and thofe of the neighbouring towns, and a deter- 
mination was made that the fhips fhould be fent back without dif- 
charging their cargoes. Notice of this determination was ordered 
tobe given to the confignees of the tea and fuch other perfons in 
Bofton as were interefted in the fhips ; and the meeting was adjourned 
for the purpofe of receiving their anfwer. In the mean time difh- 
culties arofe about fending away the fhips: A clearance from the 
cuftom-houfe could not be obtained for them, neither could they 
pafs Caftle William at the mouth of the harbour, without the go- . 

vernor’s permiffion, which he refufed to grant. ‘Thefe difficulties 
being reported to the adjourned meeting, it was immediately dif- Dans lala 
folved, with a general ery of, A mob! amob! And in the evening a 
number of armed men, difguvifed as Mohawk Indians, boarded the 
fhips and difcharged their cargoes into the fea; the whole value of 
the tea deftroyed being eftimated at eighteen thoufand pounds. 


The outrages committed by the inhabitants of Bofton had at 
fo many, their oppofition to government fo daring, and their inful fs ot feet — 
fo frequently repeated, that the patience of the Britifh adminiftration 
was now exhaufted. The intelligence of the deftruCtion of the tea 
arriving in England during the fitting of parliament, and being com- 
municated to both houfes by a meflage from the king, was imme- 
diately referred to a committee, with the papers which accompanied 
it: And upon receiving their report it was determined, that the 
town of Bofton, which had always been the foremoft in refifting the 
authority of parliament, fhould now be made an example of par- 
liamentary 
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Introduétion. Jjamentary vengeanee. "Two things were apparently neceflary to be 
creme pated 


‘nfifted on—fatisfaction to the Eaft India company, for the lofs 
which they had fuftained by the deftruction of the tea; and repa- 
vation to the honour of the Britifh nation, wounded by the infult. 
To effe€tuate thefe purpofes an act was pafled for fhutting up the 
port of Bofton, and prohibiting the lading or unlading of all goods 
or merchandize, except ftores for his majefty’s fervice, and provi- 
fions and fuel for the ufe of the inhabitants, at any place within its 
precinéts, from and after the firft of June, until it fhould appear to 
his majefty that peace and obedience to the laws were fo far reftored 
in the town of Bofton, that trade might again be fafely carried on, 
and his majefty’s cuftoms be duly collected; in which cafe his ma- 
jefty might by proclamation open the harbour, but not even then 
until it fhould appear that fatisfaGion had been made to the Eaft 
India company for the deftruction of their tea, and alfo to thofe 
who had fuffered by the riots at the time of its arrival at Bofton *. 
This a@ having been paffed, a fleet of four {hips of war was ordered 
to be got ready to fail for Bofton, and asa military force might alfo 
be neceflary to reduce its diforderly inhabitants to obedience, general 
Gage, commander in chief in America, was appointed governor of 
Maflachufets Bay in the room of governor Hutchinfon, who had 
defired leave to come to England: And to general Gage, to whom 
the execution of this at was to be entrufted, full powers were alfo 
given, by commiffion under the great feal, to grant pardons for 


treafon and all other crimes, and to remit all fines and forfeitures 


to fuch offenders as fhould appear to be fit objects of mercy. 

To devife means for preventing the commiflion of future enor- 
mities was at leaft as neceflary as to infli@ punifhment for thofe 
which were paft. From the papers laid upon the tables of the two 


* This bill was introduced into the houfe of commons on the fourteenth of March, and re- 
ceived the royal affent on the thirty-firft. 
houfes 


“ 


tin aaa 


Oe ae maid 
pres ee 


pratrnnntt 
= 


ike aoe iene 


ages Ny tial 


é 


Ses en ae = 


AMERICAN. WAR. 


89 


houfes of parliament, and from a review of the diforderly proceed- Introduction. | 
ings in the colony of Maflachufets Bay for many years paft, the — 1774. se 
weaknefs of civil government in that province, and: its total in- | 
fuficiency for fupprefling tumults and preferving the peace, were 
very apparent; and it was alfo obvious that this infufliciency and that 
weaknefs were in part owing to radical defects in the frame of their go- 
vernment. To provide a remedy for thefe, it was now propofed to 
affimilate their conftitution more nearly to that, of the royal govern- 
ments in America, and to their prototype the government of Great oe 
Britain. For this purpofe an act was pafled to deprive the tower Mero herr of Mela 
houfe of affembly in Maffachufets Bay of the privilege of eleCting the 
members of the council, and to veft that privilege in the crown; to 
authorife the king or his fubftitute, the governor, to appoint the ‘ 
judges, magiftrates, and fheriffs, and to impower the fheriffs to 
fummon.and return juries; and for the prevention of factious affem~ 
blies, to prohibit town meetings from being called by the fele& men, 
unlefs with the confent of the governor. 
But as it was now determined to proceed with more vigour than 
on former occafions in exacting fubmiffion to the authority of the 
mother-country, and as refiftance might ftill be made, fo it was ne- & i 
ceflary that thofe who were to be employed in enforcing obedience, 
Should meet with due proteCtion, and be well affured of a fair trial, in 
| cafe they fhould be queftioned for any thing neceffarily done in the 
execution of their duty. The cafe of captain Prefton was remembered, 
with the clamour then raifed, and the unjuftifiable methods taken to 
prejudice the people, which might have proved fatal to him had not 
his trial been delayed. To obviate fuch an evil in future, a third a@ 
of parliament was paffed for the impartial adminiftration of juftice in 
Maflachufets Bay, impowering the governor, with the advice of the 
council, where any perfon ating in his duty as an officer of reve- 
nue, or asa magiftrate, for the fuppreffion of riots, or in fupport of 
NO. 1, N the 
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the laws of revenue, or where any perfon acting under the di- 
rection of the magiftrate for any of thofe purpofes, fhould be charged 
with the crime of murder, or with any other capital offence com- 
mitted whilft he was fo acting, to fend the perfon fo charged into 
any other colony, orto Great Britain, to be tried, if it fhould appear 
to the governor and council that an impartial trial could not be had 


within the province ef Maflachufets Bay: 


Cha oll ‘cerrttla ee) to During the fitting of parliament letters were received from all the 


Lee gs 


thirteen colonies, now the United States of America, by which it 
appeared that in all of them the landing of the tea had been refifted. 
In fome it had been fent back in the fame fhips which brought it ; 
in others, fmall parcels of it had been deftroyed; and in others, where 
they had confented at leaft to the unloading of the fhips, it was only 
upon condition that the tea fhould be ftored under lock and key, 
and an engagement that it fhould not be offered for fale... Thus 
it appeared that the inhabitants of all the colonies were involved, 
although in a Jefs outrageous degree than thofe of the province of 
Maflachufets Bay, in the guilt of having oppolsd the authority of the 
mother-country. 

In this ftate of thefe provinces on the feancoatt it. was senuabet ne= 
ceflary to give fatisfaction to the inhabitants of the interior province 
of Canada, by pafling an a& for the fettlement of their government. 
The objects of this a&t were, to fecure to the inhabitants of that pro- 
vince the free exercife of their religion; and to the Roman Catholic 
clergy their rights, agreeably to the articles of capitulation at the time 
of the furrender of the province ; to reftore their ancient laws in civil 
cafes without a trial by jury, as being more acceptable to the French 
Canadians than the Englifh laws with the trial by jury; and to efta- 
blifh a council, holding their commiflions from and at the pleafure 
of the king, who were to exercife all the powers of legiflation, that of 
impofing taxes only excepted, , Such a council, compofed principally . 


of 
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of the Canadian nobleffe, it was fuppofed would be more agreeable Introdu@ion, 
to the bulk of the people than a houfe of reprefentatives. And ea 
the laft objeG&t of the a& was to.extend the limits of the province, 
which, reaching far to the fouthward behind the other colonies, might 
be made to ferve as a check upon them if neceflary. 
The firft of thefe acts, the Bofton port bill, paffed through the twa 
houfes of parliament without much difficulty, as the condu& of the 
people of Bofton, in deftroying the tea, was generally difapproved of 4 A 
in England, and the caufe of their lofing many friends. The bill ONforcbeor fo Hilts OO hy ry 2 
was introduced into the houfe of commons on the fourteenth of 
March, and received the royal aflent on the thirty-firft of the fame 
month. But the other three acts, although finally paffed by a great 
majority, were not carried through their intermediate flages without 
much oppofition*. In every thing that refpeted America, the 
members of oppofition, and particularly the Rockingham party, hung | 
upon the minifter, and if they did not prevent, certainly impeded 
his meafures and leffened their effet; and, by their ill-timed pro- 
phetic forebodings, {pirited up the Americans to act what they 
foretold. ny | 
Whilft the Britith parliament were thus pafling acts for maintain- Y See Sthafachihel uy 
ing the authority of the mother-country over the colonies, and for’ TG, ae ; f 
punifhing paft and preventing future tranfereffions againft it in’ the 
province of Maflachufets Bay ; the aflembly of that province, when : . ~ 
they met in the beginning of the year, far from taking any fteps for 
averting punifhment, on the contrary, employed themfelves in pur’ 
fuing fuch meafures as hada tendency to provoke till more the Britith’ 
miniftry and parliament. |The clamour raifed in Maffachufets ‘Bay in* 
the year 1772, in confequence of the regulation for affigning falaries to 
the judges by grants from the crown, has been already noticed ; and’ 


le « 


* They received the king’saffent on the twentieth of May, --- “<8 “= - ¢® 
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Introdution. this year it was revived by the aflembly, who fent a meflage to the 
Neen, ce 


judges, requiring them to declare whether they meant to receive their 
falaries from the affembly as ufual, or from the crown, by virtue of 


-_ Je thenew grants. All the judges, except the chief-juftice, confented 


Dis rer 


to receive their falaries as ufual from the aflembly. He alone de- 
clared his refolution to receive his falary from the crown, and him 
the affembly refolved to impeach for this fuppofed unconftitutional 
proceeding. Charges drawn up in the form of an impeachment were 
accordingly voted, and carried to the governor and council, whom 
the aflembly judged to be as competent to the trial of an impeach- 
ment in Maffachufets Bay, as the houfe of lords is in Great Britain. 
The impeachment was however fent back with a meflage from the 
governor, importing, that the governor and council had no autho- 
rity to try impeachments. The aflembly now changed the mode of 
their accufation, converting the charges contained in the impeachment 
into a petition of complaint to be prefented to the governor, which 
concluded with a prayer for the removal of the chief-juftice. The 
governor refufed to comply with the prayer of the petition; and 
finding the affembly determined to profecute their complaint againft 
the chief-juftice in fome form or other, he at laft diflolved them 
about the end of March. | 

But the attention of the people of that province was foon to 


Gorter Cart. be engrofled by a fubje& of higher importance, than a difpute 


with their governor or chief-juftice; and the inhabitants of Bofton 
were at laftto feel the weight of the difpleafure of that power which 
they had fo long provoked with impunity. In the month of May 
intelligence arrived, that the at forfhutting up the port of Bofton 
had been pafled by the Britifh parliament ; and this intelligence, to- 
gether with a copy of the act, was immediately publifhed upon a 
paper with a black border, fymbolical of mourning, and hawked 


about the ftreets, as a barbarous, cruel, bloody, and inhuman mur- 
der. 
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der. The former riotous preceedings of the town of Bofton had Intro 


been fo often overlooked, that fuch an aét of feverity as the Bofton 
port bill, was totally unexpected; and upon the firft publication of 
the intelligence, nothing was to be heard but frantic expreflions of 
rage and refentment againft the tyranny and inhumanity of the 
Britifh minifiry and parliament; and vengeance was loudly called for 
and threatened. But unfortunately for the inhabitants of Bofton, the 
operation of this act of parliament, as a punifhment, unlike, in this re- 
fpect, thofe which had preceded it, could not in their prefent circum- 
ftances be either refifted or eluded. It was doubtful whether the other 
{ea-port towns in the province might not take advantage of the prefent 
moment, to raife their own commerce upon the ruins of that of Bofton; 
and it was alfo uncertain whether the other colonies would cordially 
intereft themfelves in their behalf. Such confiderations had un- 
doubtedly an influence, as foon as they began coolly to refle& upon 
their fituation; and to the firft effervefcence of refentment, a ftate of 
mind feems to have fucceeded, bordering upon defpondence. A 
town meeting was held, at which a vote was pafled, addreffed to 
the inhabitants of the other colonies, importing, that if they would 


come into a joint refolution to give up all intercourfe with the Tee: 
ther-country in the way of trade, until the Bofton port bill fhould fer 


be repealed, it would prove the falvation of America and her liber- 
ties; but if they did not, there was too much reafon to fear that 
fraud, power, and the moft odious oppreffion, would rife triumphant 
_ over right, juftice, focial happinefs, and freedom. Copies of this 
vote were ordered to be fent to all the other colonies, and the meet- 
ing was diffolved, every one being bufied in arranging his affairs for 
the firft of June, the day on which the port of Bofton was to be de- 
prived of its commerce. 7 

In this ftate of doubt and anxiety the people of Bofton did not long 
remain without receiving fome confolation. The inhabitants of the 
neigh- 
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IntoduChos. neiehbouring towns, inftead of attempting to profit by their diftrefs, 


1774. Offered them the ufe of their wharfs and warehoufes for the purpofe 


om 


of carrying on their trade: And from the other colonies they foon 
ry received the moft flattering teftimonies of condolence and commi- 
| feration. 

Ht c In all the colonies the landing of. tea had been refitted, and 
if therefore they all fhared in the criminality for which the town 
i 


| | of Bofton was about to fuffer; and on fuch an occafion to have de- 


as. ferted their brethren in diftrefs would have been unmanly and uns 
generous. The aflembly of Virginia, which was fitting at this time, 
fet the example of making the fufferings of the inhabitants of Bof- 
ton a common caufe of complaint in all the colonies. In that aflem- 
bly a refolution was paffed for appointing the firft of June, the day 


on which the Bofton port bill was to take effe€t, to be fet apart as 
a day of fafting, prayer, and humiliation, “ to implore the divine 


“* interpofition, to avert the heavy calamity which threatened de- 
ftruction to their civil rights with the evils of a civil war; and 


Ge 


| ; to give one heart and one mind to the people firmly to oppofe 
ye ae ofthe ty every injury to the American rights.” This refolution, the ge- 
7 neral tendency of which to excite oppofition to the mother-country, 

Us was fufficiently obvious, and which at the fame time encroached on 
Bh" the royal prerogative by enjoining a faft, occafioned the diffolution 
i | t of the aflembly: But, before the meméers feparated, a private meet- 
/ 4 Gpaer Md eae ing was held, at which a declaration was drawn up and fubifcribed by 
a majority of the aflembly, fetting forth that the punifhment about to 

be inflited on the inhabitants of Bofton, in order to compel them 


bit to fubmit to the payment of unconftitutional taxes, was in truth an 
; j \ attack upon all the colonies, and would ultimately prove deftructive to 
t if the rights and liberties of all, unlefs the united wifdom of the whole 
AAR was applied to prevent it. They therefore recommended to the com- 

A mittee of correfpondence to propofe to the committees of the other co- 


I lonies, 
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lonies, that an annual congrefs fhould be held for all the colonies, to fees 
deliberate on fuch general meafures as the united interefts of America 1974. } 
‘might from time to time require. And they concluded with an in- 
timation, that a regard for their fellow-fubje@ts, the merchants and 
manufacturers of Great Britain, prevented them from going further 
at that time. 

The example fet by the aflembly of Virginia was followed in the 
other colonies. Provincial, county, or town meetings were every- 
where held, at which refolutions of a fimilar tendency were pailed: 
And the firft day of June was very generally obferved in America ‘A 
as a day of fafting, humiliation, and prayer. 

General Gage arrived at Bofton not many days after the intelli- 4:1 May. 


gence was received of the at for fhutting up its harbour, and fenvrnl Ard OF, 


whilft the inhabitants, aflembled at a town meeting, were yet deli~ 

berating on the melancholy profpe& before them. Notwith{tanding 

this inaufpicious entry into his government, he was received with 

the ufual honours. He had been many years commander in chief 

in America,.was perfonally known at Bofton, and univerfally re- 

fpected for his amiable character and manners. But the animofity 

which had been kindled in the province of Maffachufets Bay againft 

the Britith government had rifen to too great a height to be checked 

by any perfonal confiderations for a governor, however amiable or Adee 

refpeftable. The aflembly met according to cuftom, foon after his Care Leal Gf Gootrind | | 

arrival ; and in the fpeech delivered at the opening of the feffion, he bo Salo. q, 

gave them notice that they were to remove to Salem on the firlt 

of June, which from that time was to be confidered as the feat of 
_ government. This information was far from being pleafing to the 

aflembly, and they prefented a petition to the governor, intreating 

him to appoint a day of general fafting and prayer. ‘The governor 

declined complying with the petition, and foon afterwards adjourned 

the feilion tothe feventh of June, then to meet at Salem. 


In 
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In the interval of this adjournment, letters were received from 
moft of the other colonies ; and it was perceived that the caufe of 
the inhabitants of Bofton was every-where warmly efpoufed. The 
leading men in Maffachufets Bay, cheered by this intelligence, laid 
afide their defpondency, and refolved to a& with more vigour than 
ever in refifting the claims of the mother-country. When the al- 
fembly met at Salem, a refolution was pafled declaring the expedi- 
ency of a general congrefs to be held for all the colonies, and fet- 
ting forth at large their reafons for recommending fuch a meafure. 
Five of their own members were appointed to reprefent them, all 
of them zealoufly attached to the American caufe, and violently 
hoftile to the pretenfions of the Britifh parliament; and a fum of 
money was voted to defray their expences. ‘They were fenfible 
that after this proceeding their diffolution would foon follow, and 
they haftened to prepare another refolution, declarative of their fen- 
timents on the prefent ftate of affairs, and recommending to their 
conftituents fuch meafures as they wifhed them to purfue. In this 
refolution they lamented their prefent fituation, which obliged them 
to ftruggle againft the heavy hand of power; they complained that 
their petitions to the king and parliament had been difregarded ; they 
fet forth that it was apparently the defign of the Britifh government 
to deftroy the free conflitutions of the American colonies, and to 


ereét in their ftead the fyftems of tyranny and arbitrary fway, in- 


compatible with liberty, and totally fubverfive of their conftitutional 
rights: They called upon the people of the province to obftrud as 
far as was in their power the execution of fuch evil defigns; and 
for this purpofe recommended to them to give up as much as pofi- 
ble every kind of intercourfe with the mother-country, until their 
erievances fhould be completely redreffed. This declaratory refolu- 
tion had fcarcely been pafled, when the governor, receiving 
information of their proceedings, put an end to the feflion by 
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diffolving the aflembly ; which was the laft that was held under the Introdudtion. 
charter of Maffachufets Bay. | he 

An attempt was now made by fome inhabitants of Bofton who 
were friendly to government to procure refolutions to be paffed at 
one of their town meetings for paying to the Eaft India company 
the value of their tea, and for diflolving the committee of corre- 
fpondence; but in this attempt they were defeated by a very great 
majority. 

Rough draughts of the two bills already mentioned for altering 
the conftitution, and for the impartial adminiftration of juftice in 
Maffachufets Bay, having arrived foon afterwards, the clamours of 
the leading men in all the colonies became louder and more vehe- 
ment than ever: The calm ftill voice of the friends of government 
who remained in any of them was no longer to be heard amidft the f 
noife and uproar of tumultuous fervour: And the caufe of the in- He) 


habitants of Bofton grew more popular, contributions being raifed 
for their relief in feveral of the colonies. 


_ If thofe who directed the councils of the people in Maftachufetse Lede Liss fo Hanh ae W 
Bay were before refolved on refiftance and oppofition, they now de- vied fi Y; A > te 


termined to carry that refolution to the utmoft extremity. Asa a2 Peers Gage a \ 
previous ftep, the recommendation of the affembly was immediately we Se ; 
acted upon, and an affociation was fet on foot, whereby the fubfcribers ~~ i 
bound themfelves, under the moft folemn obligation, to break off all 
commercial intercourfe with Great Britain from the laft day of the 
- month of Auguft, until the Bofton port bill and the other obnoxious 
acts of parliament fhould be repealed, and the colony reftored to 
the exercife of its chartered rights; and to renounce all dealings 
with. thofe who fhould refufe to enter into this agreement, or who, 
engaging, fhould afterwards break through it; and the whole was 
fantioned by an agreement that the names of Pirate: fhould be 


publifhed in the new/!papers as enemies to their country, a penalty, 
Vou. L. O ig. 
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in the prefent lawlefs and perturbed ftate of the province, of the moft 
dangerous tendency. In order to recommend the affociation more 
powerfully to the attention of the populace, it was handed to them 
under the antiquated but impreffive title of a folemn league and co- 
venant, a term of the laft century affixed to an engagement entered 
into by the Puritans, which was ftill held in great veneration by 
‘their defcendants in Mafflachufets Bay. To counteract this affoci- 
ation, a proclamation was iffued by the governor, in which it was 
yled an illegal and traiterous combination, contrary to the allegiance 
due to the king and fubverfive of the authority of parliament; and 
the people were cautioned againft giving any countenance to it, un- 
der the penalties annexed to fuch heinous offences. But the procla~ 
mation was difregarded, and the folemn league and covenant was 
generally fubferibed throughout New England. 

General Gage, foon after he took pofleflion of his government, 
forefeeing the ftorm which was gathering, ordered fome regiments 
of foot, with a detachment of artillery, to be fent to Bofton: And 
thefe, upon their arrival, were encamped upon the common lying be- 
tween the town and the narrow neck of land called Bofton Neck, 
which joins it with the continent. When troops were formerly 
ftationed at Bofton, defertion was much encouraged by the inha- 
bitants; and the fame practice being again revived, a guard was 
placed upon Bofton Neck to prevent it. This was magnified into 
an attempt to cut off the communication between the town and the 
country, and to compel the inhabitants of the former, by famine, to 
fabmit to fuch terms as might be impofed upon them ; and a falfe 


rode. afte frople F report to this effe& being fpread about in the country, the inhabit- 


ants of the county of Worcefter aflembled in great numbers, and fent 
meffengers to inquire into the truth of the report. Thefe were 
charged to give an aflurance to the people of Bofton that feveral 
thoufand armed men were ready to come to their affiftance, fhould it 


be 
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be neceffary ; but at the fame time to acquaint them, that if they Introduction. 
fhould lofe their fortitude, fo far as to furrender their liberties, the — 1774. 


people of the country would not hold themfelves bound by their 
fubmiffion. | 
About this time an authentic copy of the a& of parliament for , Augut. 


altering the conftitution, and regulating the government of Matta-% on Lior If Fae pie 
chufets Bay, arrived at Bofton, together with commiffions from fe a a oe a 
the king to thofe who were to conftitute the new council, in the | 
room of that eleted by the aflembly. This council was intended 

to confift of thirty-fix members, but twenty-four only accepted their 

commiffions; and thefe having qualified, writs were iffued by the 

governor, with their advice, for the meeting of a new affembly in 

the beginning of O&tober. But the rage of the populace now again 
burft forth, and was direted againft thofe who had accepted feats in 
the new council; and the greateftnumber of them, to fave their 
perfons from being torn to pieces by the mob, and their property 
from being deftroyed, were obliged to refign their appointments; a | 
few only who refided in Bofton, and were protected by the troops, ) 
When the fuperior court fat for the ad- (a 


miniftration of juftice, the juries refufed to be fworn, and the in- 


retained their fituations. 


ferior officers of the court, frightened by the threats which were de- 
nounced againft them, declined acting under the new regulations; and 
fo many obftrutions were met with in every department, that from 
this time civil government in Maffachufets Bay was entirely diflolved. 
Bofton was the only place of fecurity in the province ; and that in 
confequence of the military force encamped in its neighbourhood. 
By means of this force alone was protection afforded to fuch as 
differed in fentiment from the popular party. Whofoever rendered 
himfelf obnoxious, by difcovering his attachment to the mother- 
country, and a with to fubmit to her laws, was infulted by the po- 
pulace ; and many were hunted from thcir dwellings in the country, 
O 2 and 
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and obliged to take refuge in Bofton. Arms were provided by thofe 
who were without them: Ammunition and warlike ftores began to 
be colle€ted; And the young men were employed in training them- 
{elves to military difcipline. 

Under fuch an appearance of hoftile intention, and fuch pre- 
parations going forward, general Gage could no longer refrain from 
providing for the fecurity of the troops which he commanded, by 
fortifying Bofton Neck; and with the like intent, he removed to 
Bofton the powder and other military ftores depofited in the maga- 
zines at Charleftown, Cambridge, and the Medford powder-houte, 


Jeft the people fhould have been ftirred up to feize on them. Thefe 


proceedings of the governor, which, in his fituation, were appa- 
rently neceflary, gave fo much offence, and created fo great an 
alarm, that the people, whofe minds had been worked up to a de- 
gree of phrenzy by the machinations of the violent party amonegtt 
them, aflembled again from all quarters, and were with difficulty 
reftrained from marching to Bofton and attacking the troops. About 
the fame time a falfe report was fpread in Connedticut, that an attack 
was begun upon the inhabitants of Bofton by the fhips in the har- 
bour and the troops from the common, when feveral thoufands of 
the militia of that province aflembled in arms, and marched a con- 
fiderable diftance to the fuppofed relief of their brethren at Bofton, 
before they were undeceived, and difcovered that the report was 
falfe. Thefe rumours were probably circulated by the contrivance 
of the leading men, to try the temper of the people. But their affairs 
were not yet ripe for open hoftilities; and in this ftate of tumult and 
commotion it was thought fit to appoint a meeting of delegates from 
all the towns in the county of Suffolk, of which Bofton is the ca- 
pital, to advife fuch a plan of conduét to be obferved by the people 
as the prefent pofture of affairs might require. 


This 
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~ "This meeting was accordingly held, and the compledtion of its Dle- lntseductions 
liberations was fuch as no longer left it doubtful to what lengths the 77+ 
leading men of this province were determined to go, provided they : fe 1 bipaler 
met with fupport from the other colonies, and that the difpute be- 

tween the mother-country and the colonies was faft approaching to 

that crifis, when an appeal muft be made to the fword. In the as es Webel XPS 
folutions pafled on this occafion, they refufed all fubmifhon to the 

late ats of parliament, and engaged to indemnify fuch as fhould be 
profecuted for difobedience to them. They accufed thofe who had 

accepted feats in the new council, of violating the duty which they 

owed to their country, and threatened them with being treated as 

public enemies, unlefs they refigned their appointment. They re- 
commended the holding of a provincial congrefs, They exhorted 

the people to perfe& themfelves in the ufe of arms, and for that pur- 

pofe to aflemble once every week. They warned them to be upon 

their guard againft the defigns of their enemies, who had determined 

to feize upon fome of thofe amongft them, who had deferved well of 

their country by a ftrenuous oppofition to the arbitrary meafures of 

the Britifh miniftry; and if fuch an attempt fhould be made, they 

were exhorted to oppofe it; and thould their oppofition be in- 

effeGtual, they were direGed to retaliate, by feizing upon every 

Britith officer they could find: And laftly, they recommended to 

the receivers of the public revenue to keep it in their own hands 

until the conftitution of the province was reftored, or until it fhould 

be otherwife difpofed of by a provincial convention. They alfo September 9. 
prefented a remonftrance to the governor, complaining of the for- 

tifications carrying on at Bofton Neck, and of the feizure of the 

~ public magazines; and they tell him, that although they have no 
‘nclination to commence hoftilities againft his majefty’s troops, 

they are yet determined never to fubmit to the late atts of par- 


liament. 
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Introdu@ion. This was the moft open aflumption of power on the part of the 
a 1774 people, and the moft dire& and daring interference with the executive 
authority, that had yet taken place in any of the colonies. 
But the attention of all America was now dire&ted to the general 
Be reptember. conorefs, which had met at Philadelphia on the fifth of this month. 
ih ey: on grey, a# uring the courfe of the fummer, preparatory meafures had been 
OYcler fe wo” taken in all the colonies, Georgia excepted, for holding this grand 
aflembly of colonial reprefentation ; and Philadelphia, from its cen- 
trical fituation, was fixed upon for the place of meeting. In thofe 
colonies in which their aflemblies met, delegates to the congrefs. 
were appointed by them, and refolutions were pafled for their govern- 
ment and direction; and in the others the people elected reprefenta- 
tives, asifit had been for an aflembly; and thefe reprefentatives meet_ 
ing together, chofe delegates to congrefs, and gave them inftructions.. 
In thofe inftruGtions there was a confiderable variety, according to. 
the different tempers of the leading men in the delegated aflemblics. 
From fome of the colonies the inftru€@tions were moderate, and from 
S| f others more violent; but they all agreed in condemning the Bofton port 
. Dy bill, and the other aéts of the laft feflion of parliament relating to Mafla- 
& | | ie chufets Bay, and in denying the right of the Britifh parliament to tax 
ng ay t the colonies. But the moft material of all their inftruCtions, and what 
Bi in a great meafure fuperfeded the ufe of all others, was a power 
given to their delegates to agree to whatever meafures fhould meet 
= : with the concurrence of a majority of the congrefs. 
: ¥ 7 ) l bo orsprors bea apersh This congrefs confifted of fifty-one delegates, reprefenting twelve 
ah of the colonies lying along the fhore of the Atlantic, from New 
Hampfhire to South Carolina inclufive ; the greateft number of de- 
legates for any one colony being feven, and the {mallet two. But 
this difparity in the number of delegates did not affect the votes, as it 
was agreed that each colony fhould have but one vote, whatever was 


Goacrary the number of its delegates. The congrefs fat with their doors 
a 5 locked; 
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locked; no one was permitted to be prefent at their deliberations, Introduction 
and all their proceedings, except thofe which they thought fit to = 1774 
publith, were kept profoundly fecret. Aflembled in the caufe of 
freedom, they neverthelefs thought fit to obferve a form pradtifed only 
inthe moft defpotic governments. Their proceedings being wrapped 
up in myftery, and all the intermediate fteps, leading to a conclu- 
fion, being hid from the public eye, their decrees, when promulgated, 
were received like the oracles of ancient times, as the dictates of 
profound wifdom. 
The only proceedings which they publifhed, were, a declaration 
on the ftate of affairs in Maffachufets Bay ; a letter to general Gage, 
a declaration of rights and grievances, accompanied with an affoci- 
ation; a petition to the king; an addrefs to the people of Great 
Britain; another to the inhabitants of the colonies; and a third to 
the people of Canada; all of them mafterly compofitions, and well 
adapted to the purpofes for which they were intended. 
In their declaratory refolutions on the ftate of affairs in Maffachu- 
fets Bay, which was the firft of their public a&ts, and bore date 
the feventeenth of September, they approved of the plan of conduc 
which had been hitherto purfued by the people of that province, 
and of the refolutions pafled, and meafures propofed, by the dele- 
gates of the towns in the county of Suffolk, and advifed a perfe- 
verance in the fame line of condu@; and for the relief of the in- 
habitans of Bofton, whofe diftreffes were every day increafing, they 
recommended that contributions fhould be raifed for them in all the 
other colonies, to continue fo long as their occafions might require ; 
and if at laft it fhould be found neceflary to remove the Boftoni- 
ans into the country, that their loffes in that cafe fhould be com- 
penfated at the charge of all the colonies. $0 bg 
With this firft public a& of the congrefs, which was confidered as Effeck ofa lot bheaag, atk 
decifive of the opinions that they held, and the meafures they 


meant 
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Introdufion: meant to purfue, the friends of government (for fuch.a party, and a 
1774. very confiderable one, there was in all the colonies), and even fome of 
the more moderate of the patriotic party, were much chagrined and 
difappointed. They had hoped that the congrefs would have adopt- 
ed only pacific means for obtaining a redrefs of grievances; but in the 
unqualified approbation given to the very irregular conduat of the 
people of Maffachufets Bay, and particularly to the refolutions of the 
delegates of the county of Suffolk, they thought that they faw an 
evident determination in the congrefs to oppofe the authority of the 
mother-country by foree and arms. ‘And their apprehenfions were 
rather increafed than allayed by the letter from the congrefs to ge- 
neral Gage, in which they declared it to be the fixed and unalter= 
able refolution of all the colonies to unite for the prefervation.. of 
their common rights, in oppofition to the late aéts of parliament, 


A and in fupport of their brethren of Maflachufets Bay. ) 
| Se SPA f Gps The declaration of rights contained a fummary of all the rights 


- appertaining to Britifh fubjects, to the free exercife of which they 
maintained that they were entitled by the immutable laws of na- 
ture, by the Britifh conftitution, and by their feveral charters. All 
former diftin@tions between legiflation and taxation, between exter= 
nal and internal taxes, were now laid afide. ‘They claimed, in behalf ; 
of the colonies, the fole and exclufive power of legiflating for them- 
{elves in all cafes whatfoever: But from the mere neceffity of the cafe, 
were willing to fubmit to fuch acs of parliament as were bond fide 
intended to regulate their foreign commerce, excluding however 
every idea of taxation, internal or external, for raifing a revenue from 
the people of the colonies without their confent. Their. erievances, 
they faid, were occafioned by eleven acts of parliament paffed in the 
prefent reign, moft of which have been already mentioned in the 
courfe of this hiftory ; and in the enumerated lift they included the 
three adts of the laft fefhon of parliament, relating to the colony of 
Matfla- 
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re 


Maffachufets Bay, and the aét for extending the limits of Canada. ee Sa : 
The repeal of all thefe acts, they infifted, was neceflary to give them 177 
fatisfa€tion; and asthe moft effe€tual meafure which they could de- 

vife, for obliging the mother-country to do them juftice in thefe re- Vy 
fpeéts, they recommended an affociation to be entered into by they Gevahen seetor ee) | 
inhabitants of the colonies for difcontinuing all importations from | ‘a 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britifh iflands in the Weft Indies, 

after the firft of December following, and all exportation from the 

colonies to thofe countries, after the tenth of September 1775, and for 

giving up the ufe of tea entirely, from the firft of March in that year, 

until the aéts of parliament which conftituted their grievances fhould 

be repealed. A formal inftrument of writing to this effet, and con- 

taining various other regulations for enforcing the execution of it, 

having been prepared, was immediately fubfcribed by all the mem- 

bers of congrefs; and printed copies of it were forthwith diftributed 

through all the colonies for the fub{cription of the inhabitants. 

In their petition to the king, they fet forth all the grievances ten her. Le Lae 
cited in the affociation, and to thefe added many more of lefs im- 
portance; but at the fame time gave an affurance that if they were 
relieved from the firft, the harmony between Great Britain and the 
colonies, with the ufual intercourfes, would be immediately reftored, 
and in that cafe they would truft in the magnanimity and juftice 
of his majefty and the parliament to grant redrefs in the reft. 

The object of their addrefs to the people of Great Britain was to 
render the American caufe in that country more popular than of late y, 
it had been; and to apologize for the fufpenfion of commerce, a 
meafure which, they infifted, necéflity alone, and a regard to felf-pre- 
fervation, obliged them to adopt. 

Their addrefs to the inhabitants of the colonies was deligned to KBE. 
explain to them in what manner they were all interefted in the fate Hee 
of the people of Bofton, and to urge them toa compliance with thofe 
Vou. I P meafures 
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Introduétion. meafures which the congrefs had recommended, until a general redrefs 

aA ae i774. Of grievances fhould Le obtained. ' . 
he feof WS But the ableft of their compofitions, although the moft malignant 
in its intention, was their addrefs to the people of Canada; the obje@ 
@of which was to render the inhabitants of that province difcontented 
and uneafy under their new form of government, to {ow the feeds of 
difeord between them and the mother-country, and to induce them 

to join with the other colonies in the general confederacy. 

Such were the public proceedings of this congrefs, which, after 
fitting fifty-two days, diffolved itfelf on the twenty-fixth of October, 
having firft recommended that another fhould be held inthe month of 
May: And its decrees, although publifhed only in the ftyle of 
recommendations, commanded ereater refpect, and were more im- 
plicitly obeyed in all the colonies, than the laws of their own go- 


vernments. 


Gs pk WL, onaetee But we muft now return to the province of Maffachufets Bay, in 
eA 


whofe fate, in confequence of the determination of congrefs, all the 
colonies felt themfelves deeply interefted, and upon the tranfactions 
in which depended more immediately the doubtful iffue of peace or 


AnaegRd, 


war. As the winter feafon approached, general Gage thought it 
neceflary that barracks fhould be ereéted, as well for the greater eafe 
of the inhabitants of Bofton, as for the better accommodation of 
the troops: But in this neceflary arrangement he met with many 
obfiruétions, not only from the general difinclination of the inhabit- 
ants to afford any afliftance to government, but alfo from the par- 
ticular interpofition of the fele& men, by whofe influence and per- 
{uafion the artificers who had been employed were induced to defift 
from carrying on the work. Nor were the barracks finifhed till 
other artificers were procured from New Hampfhire and New York, 
the two colonies which had hitherto condu&ted themfelves with 
the greateft moderation. Throughout the whole province of Mafla- 

chufets 
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chufets Bay every poffible impediment was thrown inethesways,ok 2teodatios- 


government, and every method taken to prevent the troops from 
being fupplied with fuch things as were neceflary for their accommo- 
dation: The people had even proceeded fo far as to burn a quan- 
tity of ftraw, and fink a number of boats loaded with bricks comingy 


to Bofton for their ufe. But notwithftanding thefe provocations no LPT of Foe 


-offenfive meafures were undertaken, the general having determined 
to a& with the utmoft caution and circumfpection; fo that, if the 
fword muf at laft be untheathed, it might appear to be owing to no 
fault in him. That this muft foon happen there was now indeed 
the greateft probability, as the violence of the people was daily in- 
creafing and breaking out into the moft criminal exceffes againft fuch 
as were fuppofed to be unfriendly to the American caufe. In con- 
fequence of this violence, the commiffioners of the cuftoms and all 
the officers of government had been obliged to quit Salem, and fly 
to Bofton for proteétion; which, inftead of being, as formerly, the 
feat of tumult and diforder, was now the only place of fafety within 
the province of Maffachufets Bay. E 


* It may be remembered that foon after the new council had queef 
fhe 


lified under the aé& for regulating the government of Maflachufets 
Bay, writs were iflued by the governor for the eleCtion of a new 


affembly to fit in the beginning of O&ober ; but the violence of the - 


patriotic party in the province had increafed to fuch a degree, and 
fo many of the new council, either from threats or from violence 
actually committed, had been obliged to refign their appointments, 
that a fufficient number did not remain to meet the aflembly asa 
feparate houfe. Under fuch circumitances the governor thought fit 
by proclamation to countermand the execution of the writs of elec- 
tion. But this proclamation was held by the leading men of the 
.province to be illegal, and the elections were made in purfuance of 


the writs.. The reprefentatives who were chofen met at Salem at 
Re the 
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the time appointed for the return of the writs, and having waited a 
day for the governor without his appearing, they voted themfelves 
into a provincial congrefs, and chofe Mr. Hancock for their prefident. 
~ "This was the fame perfon, the feizure of whofe floop for contraband 
ractices had occafioned an infurre€tion at Bofton in the year 1768,, 
and the confequences of which infurrection are fuppofed by many 
to have precipitated the difpute between the mother-country and her 
colonies towards its prefent alarming crifis. So dangerous is it to 
provoke a popular character in a republican government! 

This felf-conftituted congrefs having chofen their prefi- 
dent, adjourned themfelves to Concord, a town about twenty miles. 
from Bofton. One of their earlieft proceedings was a remonftrance 
which they prefented to the governor on the fubje&t of the fortifi- 
cations at Bofton Neck, and on the alarm occafioned in the province 
by the military force colle&ting at Bofton, which they alleged was: 
now daily increafing by the arrival of troops from all parts of the 
continent in fuch numbers as tended to endanger the lives, liberties, 
and property, not only of the people of Bofton but of the province 
in general. To this remonftrance the governor, however averfe to. 
holding any correfpondence with an illegal aflembly, thought it ne- 
eeflary, in the prefent ftate of the province, to givean anfwer: And 
+n his anfwer he indignantly told the provincial congrefs that the 
fives, liberties, and property of none but avowed enemies could be 
in danger from Britith foldiers, who, notwithftanding the enmity 
which had been fhewn to them in withholding from them every 
thing neceflary for their prefervation, had not difcovered that refent~ 
ment which might have been expected from fuch hoftile treatment. 
He put them in mind that, whilft they were complaining of altera- 
tions made in their charter, they were themfelves fubverting it by 
their prefent illegal meeting; and he admonifhed them to defift from 


fuch unconftitutional proceedings. 
But 
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But notwith@anding thefe admonitions from the governor, the 
‘provincial congrefs continued to fit, and the fituation of the town 
of Bofton, poffeffed as it was by the king’s troops, engaged much 
of their attention. The neck of land which joins it with the con- 
tinent being now fortified, the people of the town might be kept as 
hoftages for the behaviour of the inhabitants of the country; and 
whilft the inhabitants remained in the town, whom, diftreffed as they 
were, it would have been cruel to prevent from obtaining fuch things 
from the country as they ftood in need of, it was not poffible en- 
tirely to withhold fupplies from the troops, an object which the pro- 


vincial congrefs had much at heart. Bofton too was capable of 


being made fill ftronger ; and a garrifon placed in it, if things were 
brought to extremity, would prove a great annoyance to the reft of 


the province. Thefe confiderations gave them great uneafinefs; but 


it was difficult to devife a proper remedy for the evils which. they Aovcreral Guprt 
rs, ine 


apprehended. — Frequent exprefles paffed between them and. the @rerrrrii1e 


i cicntee hy ait 


general congrefs which was then fitting, and various plans and 
fchemes were propofed ;, but all of them were liable to fuch infur- 
mountable objections, that, after much time fpent upon this fubjec, 


nothing was finally determined upon.. In. other matters they neither 


felt any feruples, nor met with any difficulties: They paffed refo- 
lutions, under the ftyle of recommendations, for regulating and exer- 


cifing the militia, for collecting and difpofing of the public revenue, 


and for providing arms and military ftores.. 


Thefe were fuch daring affumptions of the powers of govern, Beef ahirre Sip 


ment, under the mafk of advice, that the governor thought it ne- 
ceflary to iffue a proclamation warning the inhabitants of the pro- 
vince againft fuffering themfelves to be enfnared by the provincial 


congrefs, or led by their influence to incur the penalties of fedition, - 


treafon, and rebellion; and ftridtly prohibiting all his majefty’s liege 


fabjects from paying any obedience to the recommendations or re- 
. folves: 


~ 
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Introduction. folyes of fuch an unlawful affembly. . But the governor’s proclama-~ 
1774. tion, as on former’ occafions, was treated with contempt; and the 
requifitions of the provincial congrefs were obeyed as laws. That 
affembly appointed another congrefs to be held in the month of 
February, and diffolved itfelf towards the end of November. 
Yoveatref ota feo Previous tothe meeting of the general congrefs no hoftile prepara- 
Pe  fosfacatiny tions had been made either in the middle or fouthern colonies : But 
haphilify after the breaking up of the congrefs, and upon the return of its 
members to their refpective colonies, the fame fpirit which atuated 
the people of the New England colonies feems to have pervaded 
the whole continent. The militia officers affembled their compa-~ 
nies more frequently than had been cuftomary, and were affiduous 
in training them. Arms were provided by thofe who were without 
them ; and refiftance to the power of the mother-country by open 
force was made the fubje& of common converfation. Soon after- 
wards a copy of the proclamation arrived, which had been iffued in 
England, in the month of Oober, to prevent the exportation of 
warlike ftores; and this prohibition ferved to make the inhabitants of 
the colonies more eager to procure fupplies. Mills for making 
gunpowder, and manufactories for arms, were fet up in feveral of 


the colonies; and great encouragement was offered for making falt- 


petre, 
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Guile tie iyo; 


~ Infurrettion in Rhode Iland—and in New Hamp/bire—Confequences 
of foutting up Bofton Harbour—Provincial Congre/s at Cambridge, 
in New England—Hoftile Defigns and military Preparations— 
Preparations in all the Colonies for holding a General Congrefi— 
Detachment of Britifb Troops fent to deftroy military Stores at 
Concord—haraffed by the Americans—driven back by the way 
of Lexington to Bofton—Bofton invefied by an American Army— 
Meafures re[pecting the State of America taken by the Englifb Ca- 
binet—Reinforcement of Troops from Britain arrives at Bofton— 
Battle of Bunker's Fill, : 


S foon as the news of the proclamation reached Rhode 
Ifland, forty pieces of cannon of different fizes, belonging 
to the crown, which had been mounted on batteries for the de- 
fence of the harbour, were feized by the populace, and removed 
into the country. They did not hefitate to own that this was done 
to prevent the cannon from falling into the hands of the king’s 
troops, and that they meant to ufe them againft any power that 
fhould offer to moleft them. By the aflembly of this province re- 
folutions were alfo paffed for procuring at the public expence arms 
and military ftores wherever they could be obtained, and for train- 
ing the militia in military exercifes, 
In the province of New Hampbhire too, which had been hitherto 
moderate, the news of this proclamation caufed an infurrection. A 
ite number 


CHInAr ry 
it 


(een peed 
1774+ 


InfurreGtion 


in Rhode 
Ifland. 


Dec. 14. 


T12 
CHHeA er: 


Wi 
ny 
1774- 
And in New 
Hampbhhire. 


Confequences 
of fhutting up 
Bofton har+ 


bour. 


HISTORY “OF "Tre 


number of armed men affembled, and furprifed a {mall fort called 
William and Mary, garrifoned only by an officer and five men. 
They took poffeflion of the ordnance, gunpowder, and other military 
ftores that were found in it; and thefe being removed, the fort was 
abandoned, and the officer, with his men, releafed. 

OF all the colonies, that of New York thewed the ereateft averfion 
to giving up an intercourfe with the mother-country in the way of 
trade. Such of the aflemblies of the other colonies as had been 
called together fince the breaking up of the general congrefs, had 
approved of its proceedings and confirmed its refolutions; but the 
aflembly of New York, which met in the month of January of this 
year, refufed to accede to them. That affembly neverthelefs agreed 
with the other colonial affemblies in all the material points of their 
erievances; and, to obtain redrefs of thefe, tranfmitted, during their 
prefent feffion, a petition to be prefented to the king, a memorial to 
the houfe of lords, and a reprefentation and a remonttrance to the 
houfe of. commons. | 

In the mean time the difficulties which the inhabitants of Bofton 
had to contend with were every day increafing in confequence of the 
inclemency of the winter feafon. Contributions had been raifed, and 
fupplies of provifions fent to them from the other colonies ; but thefe 
were precarious, and not equal to their wants. In a large trading 
town, fuch as Bofton, where fo many of the inhabitants were en- 
tirely fupported by commerce andits dependencies, fcarcely any thing 
could befal them fo ruinous as fhutting up their harbour. No one 
was exempt from feeling its effets in fome fhape or other, and many 
were plunged in the deepeft diftrefs. Their fufferings they imputed 
to the Britith miniftry and parliament, and they felt all the refentment 
that the ills under which they fmarted were calculated to infpire. 
But the military force now colleéted at Bofton was fufficiently re- 


fpeétable to prevent them from breaking out into thofe violences 
5 which 
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which their former refratory condu& gave reafon to expect, and 
which their prefent feelings probably diated. Thefe feclings were 
the more grievous for being reprefled; and the only confolation 
which they received was in knowing that, throughout America, the 
inhabitants of Bofton were confidered as martyrs to the American 
gaulegrm . | 
- When the new provincial congrefs met at Cambridge, in the month 
of February, they publithed an addrefs to the people calculated to alarm 
them with frefh apprehenfions; and in conclufion told them that, 
from the information which they had received, they had reafon to 
apprehend that the Britifh miniftry meant to devote to fudden de- 
fruGiion that province in particular, for having refufed, with the 
other colonies, tamely to fubmit to the moft ignominious flavery. 
Having thus awakened their fears, they, inthe moft perfuafive terms, 
exhorted the militia in general, and the minute-men * in particular, to 
perfeé& themfelves without delay in military difcipline. They after- 
wards paffed refolutions for the providing and making of arms; and 
forbad, in the ftri€teft manner, the inhabitants of the province from 
fupplying the king’s troops with any thing requilite for military 
fervice. | . : 
Such hoftile intentions being manifefted by the provincial con- 
grefs, whofe ediéts were obeyed as laws; it became neceflary for the 
governor to difable them, as far as was in his power, from acting 
in a hoftile manner, by feizing on fuch of their military ftores as 
came within his reach. With this view, on the twenty-fixth of Fe- 
bruary, he ordered a {mall detachment of troops, under the command 
of a field officer, to proceed to Salem, and take pofleffion of fome 
brafs cannon and field-pieces, which had been brought there for the 


* Volunteer corps from the militia, who engaged to hold themfelves in readinefs for fervice at 


a minute’s notice. 
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Cc ae P. ufe of the provincial congrefs. The troops fent on this fervice were 
W— ~embarked on board a tranfport at Bofton, in the morning, and car- 


1775+ 


ried by water to Marble Head. Having landed there, they marched 
to Salem: But the cannon were removed before their arrival, and, 
according to the beft information they could receive, only that morn- 
ing. The officer, hoping to overtake them upon the road, marched 
on into the country until he was ftopped by a fmall river, over which 
there had been a draw-bridge. Upon his approach, the bridge was 
taken up by a number of people aflembled upon the oppofite fhore, 
who peremptorily refufed to let it down, alleging that the road was not 
a public one, and the bridge private property, over which he had no 
right to pafs without the owner’s confent. The officer, feeing a boat 
in the river, was about to make ufe of it for tranfporting his men; 
but fome country people, who were near, perceiving his intention, 
jumped into the boat, and with axes began to cut holes in her bot- 
tom. Thefe people were interrupted by the foldiers, and a kind of 
{cufile now enfued which of them fhould keep poffeflion of the boat; 
when a clergyman, who had been a witnefs of the whole tranfaction, 
feeing the officer determined to force his paflage, and fearing the 


confequences that might happen if he met with further refiftance, - 


prudently interpofed, and by his influence prevailed upon the people 
on the oppofite fide to let down the bridge. This was accordingly 
done; and the detachment paffed over. But the day was now fo 


far {pent, in confequence of this interruption, that any further attempt 
to overtake the cannon, it was thought, would be fruitlefs. The of- 
ficer marched back his men to Marble Head unmolefted, reimbarked 
with them on board the tranfport, and returned to Bofton, 


This incident is of little confequence, except to fhow on the one 
hand the ftrict difcipline and cautious condu& of the troops, and on 
the other, the boldnefs with which fuch condu& infpired the people 
of the province to thwart their operations, and obftrudt their move- 

ments. 
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ments. ‘The obje& of the detachment was defeated by previous intel- 
ligence conveyed from Bofton. Although fome of the moft violent of 
its inhabitants had removed into the country, a great majority of thofe 
who remained were not lefs hoftile to all the meafures of government. 
‘By them every ation of the governor and every movement of the 
troops were narrowly watclied: Intelligence was conveyed by exprefles; 
and the people in the country were previoufly prepared for interrupt- 
ing, if not defeating, every military operation that was attempted. 

Preparations were now making in all the colonies for holding the 
general congrefs, which was to meet at Philadelphia in the month 
of May. It has been before obferved, that the inhabitants of the 
middle and fouthern colonies began to arm themfelves individually 
towards the end of the preceding year: But the bufinefs of arming 
and putting the country in a ftate of defence was now taken up by 
the provincial conventions, which met for the purpofe of appointing 
delegates to congrefs. By them refolutions were pafled for difciplin- 
ing the militia, and for inftituting corps of volunteers and minute- 
men, after the example of the New England provinces: And con- 
‘tributions were dire&ted to be raifed from the people, to be employed 
in the purchafe of arms and ammunition. Still however the obje&t 
of thofe preparations was not openly avowed in the public proceed- 
“ings and journals of thofe conventions; and ftill they profeffed loyalty 
to the king, and attachment to the mother-country. 

But the time was faft approaching, when the mafk was to be 
thrown off, and when the fubjects of the fame fovereign, marfhalled 
in oppofing armies, were to imbrue their hands in each other’s blood. 
In the province of Maflachufets Bay the authority of the Britith 
parliament had been firft called in queftion ; in the fame province 
the firft a@tual oppofition to that authority was made; and there it 
was deftined that hoftilities fhould fir commence between the mo- 
ther-country and her colonies. | | 
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CHAP {Information having been brought to ‘Bofton, that a confiderable — 
He 8 8 ’ 

Sraceant quantity of military ftores purchafed by the agents for the provin- 
. . cial congrefs, were depofited at Concord, a town which, as we have 

etachment : . 
: of Britith already had occafion to mention, was about twenty miles from 
bios aie Bofton; general Gage, in the night between the eighteenth and 
Ce at nineteenth of April, detached the grenadic-s and light-infantry of his: 

} : 
army, under the command of lieutenent-colonel Smith of the tenth 
Ge youl aller Pil ar regiment of foot, and major Pitcairne of the marines, with orders to: 
Mech ee Mier Ato om proceed to Concord, and deftroy thofe ftores: And the following 
face been J MAOH orning another detachment, confifting of fixteen companies of 
4 O { Os ite . 

arrcl Cortace of Ce ctf ‘foot, with fome marines, was ordered to march, under the command 
ee oa “2<’ of earl Percy, to fuftain the firft. ‘The detachment under heutenant~ 
feet csockl Ciccee Seroeckolonel Smith, having embarked in boats, was conveyed up Charles 
Shere server Sbaucte River,as far as a place called Phipps’s Farm. Being landed there in 
ut) Ei} wwtelivit Cay, the night, the troops proceeded on their march to Concord; every 
“ “@. precaution being taken, by fecuring fuch perfons as they met with, 


~ to prevent the people of the country from obtaining any intelligence 

of their march. But, notwithftanding this precaution, they had ad— 

pe! - vanced only a few miles, when it was perceived, by the firing of 
guns and the ringing of bells, that the country was alarmed. 

Upon this difcovery lieutenant-colonel Smith detached fix com- 

panies of light-infantry, to march on in. all hafte, and fecure two 


i bridges on different roads, leading from Concord, and on the 
y other fide of it. Thefe companies reached Lexington, a town hf 
| teen miles from Bofton, about five in the morning ; and as they ad- 


5 vanced, faw a body of men aflerbled under arms ona green adjoining 
i tothe road. Upon the near approach of the Britith troops, who quef-. 
tioned them. as to the caufe of their being fo affembled, and ordered 
them to difperfe, they retired in fome confufion: But as they went 
off, feveral guns were fired upon the king’s troops from behind a. 
ftone wall, and from fome adjoining houfes, which wounded one 

many, 
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man, and fhot major Pitcairne’s horfe in two places. The Britifh © BG, 
troops now returned the fire, by which fome of the people under V+ 
arms were killed, and others wounded, and the reft difperfed. The ahi 
light-infantry having been delayed by this unexpected rencounter, 

were now joined by the grenadiers, and the whole detachment 

marched on unmolefted to Concord. 

Upon its approach to that place, another body of armed men, or . 
militia, was feen aflembled upon a hill, near the entrance of the 
town ; and the light-infantry were ordered to difperfe them, whilft 
the grenadiers marched on by the dire&t road to Concord. As the light- 
infantry afcended the hill, the militia retreated towards Concord, and 
paffed over one of the bridges on the other fide of it, which was 
immediately taken poffeflion of by the light-infantry. In the mean 
time the grenadiers were executing the purpofe of the expedition, by 
deftroying the military ftores found at Concord. Whilft this was 
doing, the militia, who had retreated over the bridge, appeared 
again, to the number of three or four hundred, and advancing up to: a) 
it, as if they meant to pafs, were fired upon by the Britifh troops. 

The fire was returned, and a fharp action enfued acrofs the river, in harafféd by 
which feveral on both fides were killed and wounded. But the pur- Maen iii 
pofe of the expedition being now accomplithed, the light-infantry, 

pofted at the bridge, received orders to retire, and the whole de- 
tachment now began their march back to Bofton. 

The whole country was by this time alarmed: The minute-men,, 
volunteers, and militia, affembled from all quarters, and pofted 
themfelves amongft trees, in houfes*, and behind walls, along the 
road through which the Britifh troops were to pafs; whilft the 


 * An, officer, on the march of ‘the fecond detachment to'Concord, obferved to the com-. 
mandant, lord Percy, that, in his opinion, the oppofition to the king’s troops would be very 
little, for that all the windows were fhut, and the houfes feemingly deferted. ‘* So much the: 
4 worfe,” lord Percy replied ;. ‘* for we fhall be fired at from thofe very houfes.”” 


militia,, 
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militia, who had been engaged at the bridge, reinforced with others 
hourly coming in from the country, were ready to prefs upon their rear. 


Such was the route by which the Britifh troops had to pafs, fa- 
tizued and exhaufted as they were, by conftant exertion from the pre- 
ceding evening. And as foon as they began their retreat, an in- 
ceflant though irregular fire commenced, which was kept up during 

Driven back the whole of their march back to Lexington, in which they were 
by thewayof driven before the Americans like fheep. At that place they were 


ee met by the detachment under lord Percy, with two pieces of can- 
non. The two detachments refted on their arms, and received fome 
refrefhment. 

Lord Percy now formed his detachment into a fquare, in which 
he inclofed colonel Smith’s party, who were fo much exhaufted 
with fatigue, that they were obliged to lie down for reft on the 
ground, their tongues hanging out of their mouths, like thofe of 
dogs after achafe. Lord Percy, after refrefhing the troops, moved 
on towards Bofton, haraffed the whole of the way by the Ame- 
ricans, who, from behind ftone walls and other places of fhelter, 
kept up on our men an inceflant fire, on either flank, as well as in 
front and rear. This fire it would not have ferved any purpofe to 
return; as the Americans were concealed, and kept running from 
front to flank, and from flank to rear, loading their pieces at one 


place, and difcharging them at another. 


When the united detachments arrived at Bofton river, lord Percy 
afked information of the country people concerning the moft proper 
place for croffing it. But, had he followed the advice he received, 
his troops, in pafling the river, muft have been cut to pieces. Hav- 
ing a general knowledge of the country, he was led to fufpect their 
intelligence, and paffed the troops at a different ee where ‘the 
Americans could not with fafety follow him. 
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In war there is nothing that fo much avails as fecrefy of defign 
and celerity of execution: Nor, on the contrary, fo hurtful as un- 
neceflary opennefs and procraftination. General Gage on the evening 
of the eighteenth of April told lord Percy, that he intended to fend 
a detachment to feize the ftores at Concord, and to give the com- 
mand to colonel Smith, “ who knew that he was to go, but not 
‘“‘ where.” He meant it to be a fecret expedition, and begged of 
lord Percy to keep. it a profound fecret. As this nobleman was 
pafling from the general’s quarters home to his own, perceiving 
eight or ten men converfing together on the common, he made up 
to them; when one of the men faid — “ The Britifh troops have 
“¢ marched, but they will mifs their aim.” ‘* What aim?” faid lord 
Percy. ‘“‘ Why,” the man replied, “ the cannon at Concord.” Lord 
Percy immediately returned on his fteps, and acquainted general 
Gage, not without marks of furprize and difapprobation, of what 
he had juft heard. The general faid that his confidence had been 
betrayed, for that he had communicated his defign to one perfon 
only befides his lord{hip. 


As foon as the two detachments, after their junction, refumed their 
march, they were again annoyed by the provincials, pofted as before, 
who kept up a continued firing until the Britifh troops reached 
Bofton, about fun-fet, quite {pent and worn down with fatigue. 
The detachments, together, amounted to fomewhat more than 
eighteen hundred men; and the whole lofs fuftained, during this 
long and harafling march, on the part of the Britifh, was fixty-five 
killed, one hundred and thirty-fix wounded, and forty-nine miffing. 
Several of Smith’s party were {calped by the Americans. The lofs 
of the provincials, as eftimated by themfelves, amounted to fixty 
men, two thirds of whom were killed. 

The condué of colonel Smith in this unfortunate expedition was 
generally cenfured; but lord Piercy gained, on this occafion, what 
. he 
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he afterwards uniformly fuftained, great reputation as an active, 
brave, and intelligent officer. Such were the events of the day on 
which blood was firft fhed in the conteft between Great Britain and 
her colonies: Events which ferved to fhew, that if the Americans 

were yet unacquainted with military difcipline, they were not. defti- 
tute of either courage or condué, but knew well, and dared to avail 
themfelves of, fuch advantages as they poffeffed. The people of the 
colonies are accuftomed to the ufe of fire-arms from their earlieft 
youth, and are, in general, good markfmen. Such men, placed in 
a houfe, behind a wall, or amongft trees, are capable of doing as 
much execution as regular foldiers: And to thefe advantages, which 
they pofleffed during the greateft part of the nineteenth of April, we 
may attribute the inconfiderable lofs fuftained by them, compared 
with that of our detachments. 


The retreat of the Britifh troops to Bofton, which was always in- 
tended as foon as they had accomplifhed the purpofe of their march, 
was reprefented in the province of Maflachuiets Bay as a defeat ; 
and fo much were the people of the province elated with their fup- 
pofed victory, that nothing now was talked of but driving the king’s 
troops out of Bofton. ‘They were irritated too, by the fpreading 
of a report, that one object of the expedition to Concord was to 
feize on John Hancock and Samuel Adams, two very popular and 
leading charaéters in the provincial congrefs. The militia from all 
the diftant parts of the province, on hearing what had pafled, poured 
in fo faft, that an army was foon aflembled, amounting to twenty 
thoufand men, under the command of colonels Ward, Pribble, 
Heath, Prefcott, and Thomas ; officers who had ferved in the pro- 
vincial regiments during the late war, and who now acted as gene- 

rals. With this army they formed a line of encampment of thirty 
miles in extent, reaching from the river Myftic on the left to Rox- 
burgh on their right, and inclofing Bofton in the center. ‘They 
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fixed their head quarters at Cambridge, and were foon afterwards 

_ joined by a large detachment of troops from Conneéticut, under co- 
Jonel Putnam* , an old provincial officer of approved experience and 
reputation, who had ferved in the two laft wars, and now took fuch 
a pofition with his detachment as to be able readily to fuccour fuch 
parts of the line of encampment as were nearelt to Botton. By this 
force, formidable certainly in point of numbers, was Bofton block- 
aded: But the works ereéted on the neck of land which joins that 
town to the continent, were now fo well ftrengthened and covered 
with cannon, that the provincials, numerous as they were, durft not 
attack them. 

An army being already in the field, the provincial congrefs, which 
now removed to Water-town, a place about ten miles from Botton, 
pafled vegulations for arraying it, and-for :fixing: the pay ~of the 
officers and foldiers.  Rulesand orders for the’ government of the 
army were alfo publifhed, anda vote pafled for iffuing a large fum 
in paper currency to defray its expences, for the redemption of 
which the faith of the province was pledged. » By the fame congrefs 

a refolution was pafled.on the fifth day of May, declaring that ge- 
neral Gage, by the late tranfaCtions, had utterly: difqualified himielf 
from aGing in the province as governor, or in. any; other capacity, 
and that no, obedience was, due to.him ;, but,, on, the, contrary, that 
he was to) be confidered.as afyinveterate ENEMY sy 535) |: 

But it is now jneceflary to recur to fuch .meafures.-as had been 
taken in England, during the winter, for reducing, the colonies to 
obedience.. Notwithftanding) the. union, which appeared amongtt 
them, and their fixed determination not to fubmit to; the authority 


r 
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* Colonel, afterwards géneral, Putnam, at the conclufion of the war in 1763, retired to 
a-fmall farm, to which he annexed a tavern, an ceconomy not uncommon in America, parti- 


cularly in the province of New England. 
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of parliament in the impofition of taxes, the Britifh miniftry de- 
termined to perfevere in their coercive plan, but with fome difcri- 
mination according to the demerits of the refpective colonies. ‘The 
New England provinces were confidered as the moft deeply repre- 
henfible ; and as thefe had, early in the preceding year, entered into 
an affociation for giving up all commerce with the mother-country ; 
fo it was thought reafonable by the Britifh miniftry to interdiG them 
on the other hand from all commerce with any other country; and, 
as a farther punifhment, to prohibit them from fifhing on the Banks 
of Newfoundland. An a&t of parliament for thefe purpofes was ac- 
cordingly paffed. But as it foon afterwards appeared that moft 
of the other colonies were treading faft in the fteps of the people of 
New England, it was thought neceflary to inelude them in the fame 
prohibition ; and another ac& of parliament was paffed for this pur- 
pofe, extending to all the other colonies except New-York, North- 
Carolina, and Georgia. An addition to the land and fea forces was 
voted by the houfe of commons, and a large reinforcement ordered 
to Bofton, under the command of the generals Howe, Clinton, and 
Burgoyne; all of them officers of reputation. | 
But whilf the minifter was thus preparing to enforce his coercive 
meafures, he did not altogether lay afide the hope of reconciliation. © 
With a view to this he moved a refolution in the houfe of commons 
as the bafis of a future agreement between the mother-country and 
the colonies, which, after fome debate and oppofition, was carried. 
The purport of this refolution was, that when any of the colonies 
fhould propofe, according to their abilities, to raife their due pro- 
portion towards the common defence; fuch proportion to be raifed 
under the authority of the affembly of fuch province, and to be dif- 
pofable by parliament; and when fuch colony fhould alfo engage to 
provide for the fupport of the civil government and the admini_ 


ftration of juftice within fuch province ; it would be proper, if fuch 
propofal 
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propofal fhould be approved of by his majefty in parliament, 
to forbear, in refpeét of fuch colony, to levy any duties 
or taxes, or to impofe any further duties or taxes, except 
fuch as fhould be neceflary for the regulation of trade. It 
was hoped, that the offer of accommodation held out by this re- 
olution, would be readily accepted by the colonies, in order to avert 
the calamities impending over them in confequence of the prohi- 
bitory aéts of the prefent feflion of parliament already mentioned: 
And had fuch an offer been made by the Rockingham adminittra- 
tion previous to the repeal of the ftamp a, there is {carcely any 
doubt that it would have been then gladly accepted by at leaft a 
majority of the colonies, and prevented that union amongft them fo 
fatal to the authority of the mother-country. But it was now too 
late. The feafon for reconciliation was paft. "The minds of the co- 
_Jonial. inhabitants had become foured in the profecution of the dif- 
pute ; and every propofition now made by the Britifh miniftry was 
viewed with jealoufy and received with diftruft. A kind of military 
furor, too, had by this time feized the inhabitants of the colonies, and 
rather than make any fort of conceflion to the Britith parliament, 
they were willing to rifque the confequences of oppofing in the field 
their juvenile ardour to the matured ftrength of the parent flate ; 
and in this refolution they were encouraged to perfift by recolle@ing 
the events of the nineteenth of April, by which it appeared, ac- 
cording to their manner of reafoning, that in fuch a country as 
America, abounding with dangerous pafles and woody defiles, the 
Britith troops, with all their valour, difcipline, and military {kill, 
were not, when oppofed to the Americans, fo formidable as had 
been generally apprehended. 

Copies of this conciliatory propofition were tranfmitted by the 
miniftry to America; and as foon as thefe arrived, the different aflem- 
Ria blies 
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blies were convened, before whom they were laid for their confe 
deration. But this parliamentary refolution was accepted by none 
of them as a ground for reconciliation. By fome it was. viewed 
only as a minifterial fcheme for dividing and difuniting the colonies: 
By others it was held: not to be fatisfaGtory, becaufe: the amount of 
the contribution was not left to the difcretion. of the colonial affem- 
blies, but was to be determined by the king in parliament: And by 
all the affemblies it was agreed to be referred to the general congrefs, 
which, they held, was alone competent to decide uponit. A refer- 
ence to the general congrefs was the fame. thing as a rejection ; for 
it was well known that the Britithh miniftry. would hold no commu, 
nication with the general’ congrefs. on that or any other fubject, 
Such was the fate of the minifter’s conciliatory propofition for ter 
minating the difpute between. the mother-country and the colonies. 

Towards the end of May, and in the beginning of June, the 

xpected reinforcements arrived. at Bofton, with the generals. ap» 

pointed to command them. From the time of the expedition to 
Concord the Britifh troops had continued blockaded in Bofton, the 
force then under general Gage being too {mall for any other purpofe 
than defence. But this force, now increafed by the troops lately 
arrived; was become refpeétable, not fo much indeed for its nums- 
bers, as the excellence of the troops. of which it confifted. 

As a flep-preparatory to offenfive meafures, general Gage on the 
twelfth of June iffued a proclamation, offering, in his majefty’s name, 
a free pardon to all thofe who fhould forthwith lay down their arms, ~ 
John Hancoek and Samuel Adams only excepted, and threatening 
with punifhment all. fuch.as fhould delay to. avail themfelves of the 
proffered mercy. By the fame proclamation alfo, martial law was 
declared to be in force in the province, until peace and order fhould 
be fo far reftored that juftice might be again adminiftered in the cival 


courts.., 
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courts. But this proclamation, like others which hadbeen iflued be- © ue A P, 
fore, produced no beneficial effeCt, and was as much difregarded as ios 


they had been. 

Adjacent to the peninfula of Bofton, on the north, is another of 
fimilar form, called the Peninfula of Charleftown. ‘hey are fepa- 
rated from one another by Charles River, which is navigable, and 
nearly the breadth of the Thames at London bridge: And on the 
northern bank of this river, over-againft Bofton, lies Charleftown, 
a fpacious well-built town, which gives name to the peninfula. The 
peniniula of Charleftown, being bounded on the north by the river 
Medford or Myftic, and on the ea by Bofton harbour, is entirely 
furrounded by navigable water, except where it is joined to the main 
land by an ifthmus, fomewhat wider, and more acceflible than Bofton 
Neck. In the centre of the peninfula rifes an eminence, called 
Bunker’s Hill, with an eafy afcent from the ifthmus, but fteep on 
every other fide; and at the bottom: of this hill towards Bofton 
{tands Charleftown. Bunker’s Hill was fufficiently high to over- 
look any part of Bofton, and near enough. to be within. cannon- 
thot. | 

Why a fituation, from which the town of Bofton was fo liable to 
be annoyed, was fo long neglected, it is not eafy to aflign a reafon * 
- But, about this time, the provincials receiving information that ge- 
aeral Gage had at laft come to a determination:to fortify it, were re- 
folved to defeat his intention if pofible, by being the firft to occupy 
its and their: refolution was executed without delay. About nine 


in the evening of the fixteenth of June, a ftrong detachment of pro-. 


vincials moved from Cambridge, and pafling filently over Charlef- 
town Neck, reached the top ef Bunker’s Hill unobferved.. Having 


* It is faid that general Gage was repeatedly advifed to oceupy and fortify this command- 
ing pol. 
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Cc eae P. previoufly provided themfelves with intrenching tools, they imme- 


tet A diately fet to work, and threw up an intrenchment, reaching. from 
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the river Myftic on the left, toa redoubt on their right, both of which 
they had nearly completed by the morning; their works being in 
many places cannon-proof. Although the peninfula was almoft fur- 
rounded with fhips of war and tranfports, the provincials worked fo 
filently that they were not difcovered till the morning; when, at break 
of day, the alarm was given at Bofton, by a cannonade begun upon 
the provincial works, from the Lively fhip of war. A battery of fix 
puns was foon afterwards opened upon them from Cop’s Balk am 
Bofton ; and, about noon, a detachment from the army was landed 
upon the peninfula of Charleftown, under the command of major- 
general Howe and brigadier-general Pigot, with orders to drive the 
provincials from their works. The troops were formed without op- 
pofition as foon as they landed; but the generals perceiving that the 
provincials were flrongly pofted on the heights, that they were al- 
ready in great force, and that large columns were every moment 
coming in to their affiftance, thought it neceflary to apply for a rein- 
forcement. When the reinforcement arrived, the whole detachment, 
confifting now of more than two thoufand men, formed in two lines, 
moved on towards the enemy, with the light-infantry on the right 
wing, commanded by general Howe, and the grenadiers on the left by 
brigadier-general Pigot; the former to attack the provincial lines, and 
the latter the redoubt. The attack was begun by a fharp cannonade 
from fome field-pieces and howitzers, the troops advancing flowly, 


and halting at intervals to give time for the artillery to produce fome 
effe&t. The left wing, in advancing, had to contend with a body 
of provincials, pofted in the houfes in Charleftown, and in this con- 
flict the town was fet on fire and burnt to the ground. The pro- 
vincials upon the hill, fecure behind their intrenchments, referved 
their fire for the near approach of the Britifh troops, when a clofe 
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and unremitting difcharge of mufketry took place, the provincials 
| "in the works, as foon as they difcharged their pieces, being furnifhed 
with others ready loaded. So inceflant “and fo deftructive was this 
continued blaze of mufketry, that, the Britifh line recoiled, and gave 
way in feveral parts. General Howe, it is faid, was, for a few {e- 
conds, left nearly alone; moft of the officers who were about him, 
being either killed or wounded: Andit required the utmoft exertion 
in all the officers, from the generals down to the fubalterns, to re- 
pair the diforder which this hot and unexpected fire had pro- 
duced. ; 
At this jun@ure, general Clinton, who had arrived from Bofton &,,+ E Lay lone ot ae? 
during the engagement, was moft eminently ferviceable in rallying’ -e-e42% 21 “thie cles Fee? 
Hlougtt he ange At Fa 


Of “253 ie Wallen Lec? 
The Britith foldiers, ftung with PRAMS SS BP 
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eee tat i 


the troops; and by a happy manceuvre almoft inftantaneoully 7 
brought them back to the charge. 
the refleion of having given way before an enemy whom they de- 
fpifed, now returned with irrefiftible impetuofity, forced the in- @@ *-r 
trenchments with fixed bayonets, and drove the provincials from fap : Sag deen 197 
their works. The latter, thus driven, fled with precipitation ; but 4Z.. 472-2 

as no purfuit was ordered, they were fuffered to retire unmolefted, ‘Cc 
except in pafling Charleftown Neck, which was enfiladed by the 

guns of the Glafgow floop of war, and fome floating batteries ; and 


here the provincials fuftained their greateft lols. 


This deftru@tive, although fuccefsful attack, coft the Britith, 
killed and wounded, nearly one-half the whole detachment. 7 
total lof amounted to one thoufand and fifty-four, of which two 
hundred and twenty-fix were killed, and eight hundred and twenty- 
eight wounded, nineteen commiffioned officers being amoneft the for- 
mer, and feventy amongft the latter. The lofs on the fide of the 
provincials, as eftimated by themfelves, was four hundred and forty- 
nine; of thefe one hundred and forty-five being killed or miffing, 
and three hundred and four wounded. Amongft the flain on the 
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fide of the Britifh, were lievtenant-colone! Abercrombie, and majors 
Pitcairne and Williams; all of them.officers of experienced bravery 
and diftinguifhed merit, who had fignalized themfelves on this fatal 
day, in an eminent degree; as alfo did major Speadlove, who died of 
his wounds fome days after. Amongft the provincials, fome officers 
of rank were alfo killed, but the lofs of doctor Warren, who com- 
manded in the redoubt, was moft lamented. 

If any thing had deen wanting to fhow the bravery and difcipline 
of the Britifh troops, the action at Bunker’s Hill furnifhed an ample 
proof of both. Twice they were ftopped, and twice returned to the 
charge. Inthe middle of a hot fummer’s day, incumbered with 
three days provilions, their knapfacks on their backs, which, together 
with cartouche-box, ammunition, and firelock, may be eftimated. at 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds weight, with a fleep hill to 
afeend, covered with grafs reaching to their knees, and. interfeGed 
with the walls and fences of various inclofures, and in the face of a 
hot and well-direéted fire, they gained a complete victory over 
three times their own number (for fuch was the British. general’s 
eftimate) of provincials ftrongly pofted behind a breaft-work, and 
defended by a redoubt. But, whatever credit may be due to the 
valour of the troops, the plan of the attack has been feverely cen- 
fured. 

Had the Symmetry tranfport, which. drew little water, and 
mounted eighteen nine-pounders, been towed up Myfticchannel, and 
been brought to, within mufket-fhot of the left flank, which was 
quite naked; or one of our covered boats, mufket-proof, carrying a 
heavy piece of cannon, been towed clofe in; one charge on, their 
uncovered flank, it was faid, might have diflodged them in a mo- 
ment. It has been alfo faid, that the Britifh troops might have been 
landed in the rear of the provincial intrenchment, and thereby 


have avoided thofe difficulties and impediments which they had, to 
encounter 
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encounter in marching up in front. By fuch a difpofition, too, the C H_A P. 
breaft-work of the Americans would have been rendered ufelefs, and to ——_ 
their whole detachment, being inclofed in the peninfula, muft have = *7”* 
either furrendered at difcretion, or attempted, in order to get back to 
the main land, to cut their way through the Britith line. Further 
ftill, it has been faid, that the fuccefs of the day was the lefs brilliant, 
from no purfuit being ordered, after the provincials had begun to take 
to flight. 
Few engagements are free from unfortunate accidents and miftakes: 
And fome which occurred in the action at Bunker’s Hill, are fup- 
pofed to have rendered that day more difaftrous than it would have 
otherwife been to the Britifh. During the engagement, a fupply of 
ball for the artillery, fent from the ordnance department in Bofton, 
was found to be of larger dimenfions than fitted the calibres of the 
field-pieces that accompanied the detachment—an overfight which 
prevented the farther ufe of the artillery: But a difadvantage, perhaps, 
fill greater, was the unneceflary load already mentioned, under which 
the Britifh troops marched to the attack; and by which they were 
greatly exhaufted before they came to the fcene of action. This 
circumftance was univerfally cenfured as unmilitary and abfurd. 
Another error certainly was, that, inftead of confining our attack to 
| the enemy’s left wing only, the aflault was made on the whole front. 
Their left was covered with nothing more than a breaft-work of 
rails and hay, eafy to be fcrambled over; and behind it, was an open 
hill which commanded their redoubt and lines. 
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Dehens of Congrefs on Canada—Capiure o Ticonderoga and Crowns 
Jd fo) 
Point—Fort Chamblee—St. Fobn's—and Montreal—Siege of 
Quebec. 


LL the colonies, now united, vied with each other in pro- 
-& ¢.Mons of invincible attachment to the common caufe; and 
the congrefs beheld their power acknowledged, in a very great degree, 
from Nova Scotia to Georgia. _ And as it was now evident that the 
mother-country was as refolutely determined to maintain, as they were 
to refift, her authority, they began to concert meafures for fup- 
porting a war, and, in the firft place, to confider where that autho- 
rity was moft vulnerable. With thefe fentiments they caft their eyes 
on the province of Canada. 

Canada, furrounded by rivers and lakes, and ftretching from 
Nova Scotia, in an oblong dire€tion, almoft to the fouthern ex- 
tremity of Penfylvania, was conveniently fituated for hoftile inva- 
fion, and would, if reduced, prove a moft important acquifition : 
Nor were various moral circumftances wanting to encourage the 
Americans to commence hoftilities by an attack on that extenfive. 
region. ‘They were not unacquainted with that general odium that 
attended the Quebec act among the Canadians, who faw that it in- 
tended, by eftablifhing the French laws, to introduce arbitrary power. 
Neither were they ignorant that the rejection of the petition prefented 
againft that offenfive law, had weakened the attachment of the inhabit- 
ants to themother-country; by which country they conceived that they 

5 had 
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had been treated with injuftice and oppreffion; inafmuch as, though © HA P. 
fubje& to her power, they were deprived of the chief bleflings re- Ss 


fulting from her conftitution, The fupporters of the American 
caufe failed not to place thofe arguments in as forcible a light as 
poffible: Nor were their reprefentations without effect. The con- 
erefs however did not wait for the full refult of thofe difcontents 
and reafonings to which they gave birth, but came to a refolution 
to attack our province while they might do it with advantage. 
Ticonderoga and Crown Point, the former fituated at the north 
end of Lake George, and the latter near the fouthern extremity of 
Lake Champlain, form the gates on that quarter of Canada, Thefe 
pofts had already been fecured in the following manner: A volun- 
teer, of the name of Ethan Allen, aflembled, of his own accord, 
about fifty men, and proceeded immediately to the environs of the 
firft-mentioned fortrefs, commanded by captain De la Place of the 
twenty-lixth regiment, who had under his command about fixty men. 
Allen, who had often been at Ticonderoga, obferved a complete 
want of difcipline in the garrifon, and that they even carried their 
fupine negligence to the length of never {hutting the gates. Having 
difpofed his fmall force in the woods, he went to captain De la Place, 
with whom he was well acquainted, and prevailed on him to lend 
him twenty men, for the pretended purpofe of affifting him in 
tranfporting goods acrofs the lake. ‘Thefe men he contrived to make 
drunk; and, on the approach of night, drawing his own people 
from their ambufcade, he advanced to the garrifon, of which he 


: - immediately made himfelf mafter™, As there was not one perfon 
| awake, 


* The ftores taken at Ticonderoga were between 112 anid 120 iron cannon, from 6 to 24 
pounders; 50 fwivels of different fizes, 2 ten inch mortars, 1 howitzer, 1 cohorn, 10 tons of 
mufket balls, 3 cart-loads of flints, 30 new carriages, a confiderable quantity of fhells, a ware- 
| houfe full of materials to carry on boat-building, 100 fland of {mall arms, 10 cafks of very 
Bo 2 indifferent 
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awake, though there was a fentry at the gate, they were all taken 
prifoners. On the commandant’s afking Allen, by what authority 
he required him to furrender the fort, he anfwered, “ I demand 
“ it in the name of the Great Jehovah, and the continental con~ 


andofCrown “ grefs.” The redu€tion of Crown Point, which had neither guard 


nor garrifon, became a matter of courle. Allen alfo furprifed 
Skenefborough, belonging to major Skene, who, with his fon and 
negroes, were taken prifoners. About the fame time, an American 
officer, afterwards highly diftinguithed, feized the only thip of the 
royal navy on the Lake Champlain.. Benedict Arnold, at the com- 
mencement of the difference between Great Britain and America, 
was placed at the head of a company of volunteers by the inha- 
bitants of Newhaven. As foon as he received intelligence of the 
affair at Lexington, he affembled his company, and declared his inten- 
tion of proceeding to Bofton. Having obtained their confent, he 
applied to a committee, to which general Woofter belonged, for am- 
munition. After fome demur they fupplied him, and he marched 
off with his company to the American head-quarters, which he 
reached on the twenty-ninth of April 

The whole military force of Canada, at this period, did not exceed 


tp two regiments, the feventh and the twenty-fixth, containing toge- 


ther about eight hundred men: For fo much did general Carleton 
rely on his influence with the Canadians, and the reprefentations of 
the clergy, that in the preceding year affurances were fent to general 
Gage at Bofton, that a corporal’s command was fufficieat for the 
defence of the province. Immediately however on the reduction 
of Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and the king’s fhip on the Lake: 


indifferent power, 2 brafs cannons, 30 barrels of flour, and 18 barrels of pork. The prifoners. 
were I captain, 1 gunner, 2 ferjeants, and 44 rank and file, befides women and children. 
Captain de la Place, notwithftanding his fhameful condu@, was not brought to a court-martial, 
bus was fuffered to fell out. 


Champlain, 
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Champlain, the two regiments were ordered to St. John’s, a fort 
about twelve miles from Montreal, which was ftrengthened by two 
redoubts, that were ordered to be conftruéted on their arrival. 

No fooner was intelligence of the fuccefs of the Americans re- 
ceived at Bofton, than general Gage difpatched brigadier-general 
Prefcott, and two officers of inferior rank, with two fhips to Mont- 
real, where they arrived in July. About the fame time alfo colonel 
Guy Johnftone arrived at that place with feven hundred of the war- 
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riors of the Five Nations, who propofed to general Carleton to re- © 


take Crown Point and Ticonderoga, alleging that thefe places 
were but weakly garrifoned by the Americans. This project was 
not adopted by the general. 

In purfuance of the refolutions of congrefs to attack Canada, the 


generals Schuyler and Montgomery were difpatched with three 


thoufand men to Lake Champlain, acrofs which flat-bottomed boats 
were to convey them down the Sorrel. And, in order that their 
paflage might not be obftruted, they took poffeffion of an ile call- 
ed the Ifleaux Noix, commanding the entrance into the lake. 
Hence they marched to St. John’s, where they arrived on the fixth 
of September. ‘The moment they landed they were attacked by a 
party of Indians, who obliged them to retreat to their boats, and to 
return to Ifle aux Noix. | 

General Schuyler having fallen into an indifpofition of body, the 
command of the detachment devolved of courfe on general Mont- 
gomery, who being joined by feveral parties of Indians, offended at 
their rejection by general Carleton, and the remainder of the troops 
deftined for this expedition, refolved to. advance immediately and lay 
fiege to St. John’s. 


| A 4a / 4 53 
The whole military force of Camada being thus concentered in ee Ie Lahr fli TBA | 


one point, colonel Allen, the fame Allen to whom the Americans. 
were indebted for the redu@tion of Crown Point and Ticonderoga, 
and. 


September:. 
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Cc re is P. and who knew the weak ftate of Montreal, refolved to add, if pol- 
_- fible, this important place to his other conquefts. 


1775: 


With a party of about one hundred and fifty men, compofed of 
Americans and Indians, he marched to the banks of the river St. Lau- 


rence, which he croffed in the night, about three miles below Mont- 


real. Intelligence however by this time had been received of their 


approach; and the town’s-people, with about thirty-fix of the twenty- 
fixth regiment, being embodied under the command of, major Camp- 
bell, attacked and beat back colonel Allen’s detachment, and took 
the colonel himfelf prifoner. 

On this an order was difpatched to colonel Maclean, a brave, in- 
defatigable, and experienced officer, then at Quebec, to procure 
as many recruits as he could, and haften to that part where the 
river Sorrel difcharges itfelf into the Gulph of St. Laurence. The 


colonel, by unwearied diligence, raifed a force of three hundred and 


feventy Canadians, with whom he marched to the poft to which he 
was ordered, where he was reinforced by about two hundred more 
of the natives. Here he remained waiting for orders, and expeCting 
to be joined by general Carleton, who intended to crofs the river at 
Montreal, and march to the relief of 5t. John’s. 

But it unfortunately happened that at the place where the ge- 
neral attempted to land, his boats could not be brought nearer than 
within a mufket fhot of the fhore, where, too, the enemy had planted 
two pieces of cannon, which annoyed them feverely. It was a fub- 
jet of general animadverfion, that he had attempted to land at the 
only place where oppofition might be expected, \ and contrary to 
the advice of the moft experienced inhabitants. ‘There were 
other places where he might have landed in fafety. Several of 
our men were killed: The few who landed were inftantly taken 
prifoners; and the general, with the {mall remainder of his detach- 


ment, was forced to return to Montreal. 
Tn 
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In the mean time, general Montgomery had taken Fort Chamblée, 
a fmall fortrefs, five miles above St. John’s, and commanded by major 
Stopford, of the feventh regiment, at the head of about one hundred 
and fixty men, with a few artillery. The whole of the detach- 
ment headed by Montgomery did not exceed, when greatelt, 
two thoufand five hundred men; nor the force fent againft Cham- 
blée, under a lieuteuant colonel, thtee hundred. For at leaft fifteen 
days there was no breach made in the wall, nor at any time any im- 
preffion made that deferved that name; for the enemy, who had only 
two fix-pounders, and next to no ammunition, had never formed a re- 


eular battery *. ‘The garrifon did not want powder and otherammuni- 4% 2b 24L aw Ke 
tion; but they were poorly clothed, and otherwife ill-provided. On . 


the third of November they furrendered to the Americans, on the 
condition of being allowed to go out with the honours Qhawval, Belt 
was generally and deeply regretted that this fort was not timeoufly 
reinforced, as it might have been, and alfo that the ammunition was 
not deftroyed; as there was a fally-port through which it might 
have been thrown, even in day-light, and without the knowledge 


of the enemy, into the river. ; 
The ammunition found in’ Chamblée +-enabled the American 


general to purfue the fiege of St. John’s, which, for want. of pro- 
vifions and ammunition, was under the neceflity of furrendering 


unconditionally on the thirteenth of November §. The works of 
St. 


* A {mall hole was made in the wall, but not within lefs than twenty-five feet from the 
ground. 

4 Amounting to 80 barrels of flour, 11 of rice, 4 of peafe, 6 firkins of butter, 134 bar- 
rels of pork, 124 barrels of gunpowder, 300 {wivel fhot, 1 box of mufket fhot, 6564 mufket 
cartridges, 150 ftand of French arms, 3 royal mortars, 61 fhells, 500 hand grenades, 83 royal 
fufileer’s mufkets, 83 accoutrements, and rigging for 3 veffels. As the affailants were reduced 
to their laft round of fhot, if it had not been for the furrender of Chamblée, they muft have 
abandoned their attempt on Canada. 

§ In this fort were found 17 brafs ordnance from 2 to 24 pounders, 2 eight-inch how- 


7 mortars, 22 iron ordnance fram 3 to g pounders, a confiderable quantity of 
fhot 
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St. John’s had been fuffered to remain in bad order, and without 
fufficient ftores, although the governor had long been informed that 
a defcent on Canada was in contemplation. Ammunition might, in 
good time, have been thrown in from Chamblée, only twelve miles 
diftant. It is but juftice here to mention that the garrifon, confift- 
ing of upwards of five hundred regulars, and above one hundred 
Canadian volunteers, behaved with great fortitude and perfeverance, 
though, from the difadvantages juft mentioned, they were forced to 
furrender. Immediately on the furrender of St. John’s, general 
Carleton quitted Montreal, as it was incapable of making any defence. 
It fell of courfe into the hands of the American general. 
Apprehenfions were now entertained for the fafety of Quebec, and 
not without reafon; for at this period it was ill provided with men, 
and its fortifications were in a ruinous condition. The garrifon 
contained but one captain, two fubalterns, and fifty men of the 
feventh regiment, one lieutenant-colonel, fix captains, twelve fubal- 
terns, and three hundred and fifty of colonel Maclean’s corps then 
raifing, five companies of Britith militia, containing each about forty 
men, fix companies of Canadian militia, about fifty men each, a bat- 
talion of feamen, under the command of captain Hamilton of the 
Lizard frigate, amounting to two hundred and fifty men, and a few 
of the artillery. There were no other works than a wall, furround- 
ing the town; the parapets were broken down in feveral places, and 


fhot and fhells, and about 800 fland of fmall arms, with a few naval ftores. The cap- 
ture of St. John’s muft undoubtedly be attributed to the fhameful furrender of Chamblée by 
major Stopford, and to the reprehenfible negligence of the commanding officers at Montreal 
and Quebec. It.was well known that St. John’s poffeffed neither a fufficient quantity of 
ftores nor provifions; yet no affiftance was afforded them in either of thefe articles, though both 
of them could have been procured with fufficient eafe from Chamblée and Montreal, from 
the former place even by land carriage. The fort however, notwithftanding thefe difadvan- 


tages, was moft gallantly defended, and was furrendered only on account of the want of pro- 


vilions and ammunition. 


there 
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tliere was neither glacis nor covered-way. The majority of its in- © Er 


habitants were but ill affected to the Britifh caufe; and the Quebec 
act, with the rejection of their petition againft it, had in a manner 
alienated their affections from the mother-country, as already ob- 
ferved. At this period general Carleton was not very popular ; for 
when the Quebec act was in contemplation, he had taken an aCtive part 
in the framing of it, and, on his examination before the houfe of 
commons, had caft fome tefleGtions on the conduct of the Britith 
merchants of that province. His manners, befides, were not conci- 
liating, and he had always attached himfelf to the Canadian noblefie. 
The Americans were not ignorant of thefe circumftances, which, 
with pood reafon, they flattered themfelves would operate in their 
favour. 

Colonel Maclean in the mean time, with his detachment, which 
decreafed daily by defertion, ftill remained in expeation of recciv- 
ing orders at Sorrel; which place, however, he was at length, without 
waiting for orders from fir Guy Carleton, determined to quit on the 
following account: On the fifth of November, an exprefs was 
tran{mitted to him, acquainting him that colonel Arnold had unex~ 
pectedly arrived at a place called Point Levy, oppofite Quebec, and 
that the city was in the moft imminent danger. 

At the time when the provincial army was encamped before Bol= 
ton, colonel Arnold laid before general W athington the following plan: 
About one hundred and thirty miles to the northward of Bolton, 
a river called the Kennebeck, ftretches from the fea as far northward 
as the lake St. Pierre, which is at no great diftance from the city 
of Quebec. The colonel propofed to fail up the mver with a de- 
tachment of one thoufand five hundred men, and penetrating through 
the fwamps, forefts, and hilly land that feparate New England from 
Canada, beyond the fources of the Kennebeck, to furprife Quebec; 
which beitig unprepared for fuch an. attempt, would fall \an, 
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Cc ie P. eafy prey. General Wafhington having teftified his approbatio ' 
i» of the propofal, the colonel fet out on his expedition, Ex- 


treme were the difficulties and dangers he encountered and fur- 
mounted with the moft aftonifhing fortitude and perfeverance. 
The Kennebeck is full of rocks and fhoals, which often obliged 
this gallant detachment to carry their boats and rafts on their backs 
for miles along the fhore. Nor when they had traverfed the length 
of the Kennebeck were their difficulties diminifhed. The fwampy 
grounds, added to the fatigue already endured, produced a variety of 
Giforders; provifions began to fail, and a third part of the detachment, 
on fome trivial pretence, deferted with a colonel at their head. Difh- 
culties however feemed only to invigorate Arnold: Neither difpirited: 
by the defertion of a part of his army, nor by the difeafes under which. 
many of the remainder laboured, the colonel left the fick behind him, 
and marched on. Six weeks after his departure from Bofton he ar- 
rived onthe plains of Canada, and immediately encamped oppofite. 
to Quebec, ata fpot called Point Levy. ' 
~The confternation occafioned by his unexpected arrival, and by: 
the intrepidity of the atchievement, was univerfal ; and had not the’ 
{mall-craft and boats been fortunately removed before his: approach, 
he would doubtlefs, in the general confternation, have made himfelf; 
matter of the city. The removal of thefe produced a delay of fome 
days, to which Quebec owed her fafety ; for colonel Maclean, with 
his {mall detachment, having quitted Sorrel, after having informed fir 
Guy Carleton by letter of his intention, advanced by forced marches to» 
Quebec, where he arrived in the evening of the thirteenth of November.» 
On the fucceeding day, Arnold, by the help of a dark night, having a 
landed his men on the other fide of the river, and being totally 
ignorant of colonel Maclean’s arrival, attacked the city at the gate of 
St. Louis, but was repulfed with flaughter ; the city being ftrength-. 


ened by fome pieces of cannon that were landed from a frigate in 
3 , whe 
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the river. Arnold receiving intelligence from feveral Canadians re- 
fiding in Quebec, that it was propofed to attack him early in the 
morning of the nineteenth, removed his men to Point au Tremble, 
twenty miles diftant from Quebec. | 

On the twentieth, general Carleton, who had made his efcape 
through the enemy’s craft in a whale-boat, arrived in the city, and 
immediately began to make vigorous preparations for its defence. 
- At the fame time he exprefled his entire approbation of colonel 
Maclean’s conduét, and publicly thanked him for his very judicious 
and gallant condu. 

Arnold, who had brought no artillery with him, and fio now dif- 
covered the impoffibility of taking the city without that advantage, 
contented himfelf with returning to the fpot he had formerly occu- 
pied, where he could intercept all fupplies and communications, and 
where he refolved to wait the arrival of Montgomery. Montgomery, 
after ‘the capture of Montreal, employed himfelf in conftru@ing 
flat boats to attack the Britifh armaments, which, confifting of eleven 
armed veffels, on board of which were general Prefcot, and fome 
other officers of rank, together with a large quantity of military 
{tores, was obliged to furrender to his victorious arms. Proceeding 
immediately to Quebec, he arrived there on the fifth of December, 
and fummoned the city to furrender. The fummons was treated 
with contempt, and general Carleton refufed all correfpondence with 
him. Batteries were then immediately opened, which did little da- 


mage, and were demolifhed almoft as foon as they were erected. ° 


The whole artillery and fortifications of the city were committed to 
the management of colonel Maclean (whofe indefatigable diligence 


and intrepid demeanour during the whole of the fiege acquired him ° 
infinite honour), and every poffible preparation was made to defend ° 


the city to the laft extremity. ~~ 
; 2 *  Mont- 
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Montgomery and Arnold were now in a moft critical fituation 
from the want of proper artillery, for they had none heavier than 
twelve pounders. They faw themfelves unable to make any impref- 
fion on the fortifications of Quebec; and from the malcontents: 
they had nothing now to expett, becaufe each had thought it moft 
prudent to join the common caufe for the prefervation of his own 
private property. Winter was approaching faft, and to confume it 
on the plains of Canada was a profpect molt dreary and unpromifing $ 
yet, on the other hand, it was eflentially neceflary that the firft cam- 
paign fhould be clofed with a brilliancy that fhould prevent the pub-. 
lic ardour from experiencing any diminution. 

Thus fituated, it was refolved to ftorm the city. Forlorn indeed. 
were the hopes of fuccefs; but forlorn, at any rate, was the profped 
before them; and the refolution was not abandoned. It was fup-- 
pofed that Montgomery was averfe to this meafure, but he was un-- 
der the neceflity of giving his aflent, becaufe a large number of his. 
men, whofe time of fervice had. nearly expired, threatened to leave 
him immediately if the attempt were not made. The neceflary: dif. 
pofition for forming. the town was accordingly put in. execution,, 
and Montgomery refolved to lead the forlorn hope. Four 
attacks were to be made at the fame time—two falfe. ones, by. 
Cape Diamond and St. John’s Gate; and. two real, under Cape 
Diamond, by Drummond’s Wharf and. the Potafh. The attacks. 
were to be begun at break of. day on. the thirty-firft. of Deeember: 
17755 and the firing. of rockets was to be the fignal. By fome. 
miftake however, the attacks. on. Cape Diamond and, St. John’s: 
Gate were begun firft; and the Englith; difcovering. them. to.. ber. 
merely, feints, pofted only a. flight force to defend thofe points, and. 
conveyed, the, greater part. of their ftrength-to the. lower town, 
where with good reafon they imagined the. real. attacks. were to. ber, 
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made, Montgomery headed one of thefe attacks, Arnold the © HP. 

other. Montgomery, with nine hundred men, had to pafg a dan- Gas 

gerous patt, where he was between two fires. He led his men = “7? 

however to the attack’ with that coolnefs and intrepidity which 

never forfook him. Captain Bairnsfeather, the mafter of a tranf- 

port, who defended this poft, fuffered the enemy's detachment to 

advance within fifty yards before a gun was fired. A dreadful 

difcharee of cannon was then poured upon them, and almoft the 

fir who fell was Montgomery. The Amiericans, deprived thus 

of theit gallant leader, paufed a moment, but did not retreat. They 

marched onward to the attack with firmnefs, and for half an hour (ae 
| fuftained a moft galling difcharge of cannon and miufquetry. a 
Finding then that their attempts could not be attended with fuc- 
cefs, they withdrew from the attack, and retreated. 

Arnold, who ‘at’ the head of feven hundred men attacked the 
city at the Saut des Matelots, was rather more fuccefsful. The 
Canadian guard, appointed to defend it, ran away after the firft 
fire; arid'of the feamen who managed the guns, all were either 
Killed cr wounded. Arnold having. the misfortune to receive a 
wound in the leg’ early in the engagement, was obliged to retire ; 
Hut the next in| command continued the attack with unabated: 
vigour. The’ firft and’ the fecond. barriers were taken, after an’ 
| dbftinate refitance, and againft the third’ a ladder was’ already 
| placed to convey the enemy into the town, when a detachment 

ef colonel Maclean’s regiment under captain Nairn, and a party 
with colonel Caldwell at their head, fortunately arrived. Cap- 
tain Nairn immediately feized the ladder, and by his refolute 
condu& drove the enemy from the houfe againft which they had 
fixed it. They were then driven from the barrier, after a moft 


defperate attack, and purfued to fome diffance, In thefe attacks 
| the 
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c a ® the lofs on the part of the: Englith -was but trifling, nor did-the 
1. Americans lofe above fifty: men. 
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Colonel Arnold, though thus difappointed in his endeavours 
again{ft Quebec, refolved not to, withdraw from the province. 
Tie ftill remained. encamped on the heights)of Abraham, whence 
he could intercept. any fupplies that. might be attempted to be 
conveyed into the city, and where’ he. hoped. to increafe his 
{mall detachment by ingratiating himfelf with the Canadians. 

Such was the iflue of ‘the expedition againft Canada, and fuch 
the termination of the firft campaign, in which ‘the Americans. 
had acquired great military diftin@ion; yet brilliantly (though 
certainly unfuccefsfully) as the firft campaign was concluded, the 
Americans thought their military glory dearly purchafed with the 
lofs of the gallant Montgomery. | 

Montgomery, at the conclufion of the laft war, retired to America, 
where he married. Here his character was fo univerfally refpeed, that, 
at the commencement of the difturbances he was invited by congrefs to 
defend their caufe, and honoured with the rank of brigadier-general. 
His manners were eafy and conciliating, and he poffeffed in’ a 


peculiar degree the art of acquiring the confidence of thofe whom 
he commanded. In his perfon he was tall and flender, but - well 
limbed. ‘The day after the attack his body was found, and upon 
examining it, a wound was difcovered in each thigh, and one on 
his head, 
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Situation ons rene in Virginia, North and South Carolina, and at 
Befton.—1775) 1770 


HE fatal effects of diforder and tumult were not felt, however, © H A P. 


Il. 


folely in the northern provinces. In the fouth the fituation of C-—VU 


affairs was equally critical and alarming. The governor of Virginia at Situa 


this period was the earl of Dunmore, a man of fufiicient firmnefs and 3% 
ginia. 


yefolution, and who had been formerly very popular. His popularity, 
however, was now rapidly declining; for, at the commencement of 
the difturbances in the other colonies, he had tranfmitted to the go- 
vernment of Great Britain an account of the ftate of the province of 
Virginia. The particulars of this ftatement, by fome means becom- 
ing known, highly incenfed the planters, to whom it chiefly related. - 

It reprefented them as encumbered with debts, of which they feemed 
anxious to rid themfelves by encouraging rebellion. It accufed them 
of impeding the operations of juftice, in order to procure temporary 


advantages-by fuch delays; and it concluded by deducing from their - 


condué a predidtion that they would foon attach themfelves openly 
to thofe who oppofed the mother-country. 

The planters were more highly enraged on account of the truths 
which this reprefentation contained. ‘They poured upon the go- 
vernor the foulleft torrents of inveétive and abufe, and infinuated ° 
that his lordfhip, in conjuntion, with adminiftration, had formed a 
defign of affaffinating the {peakerof their affembly, Mr. Randolph. 

me | In 
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bib P. In order to add to the effe@ of this infinuation, the corporation of 


Williamfburg prefented an addrefs to Mr. Randolph, who returned 
an anfwer,not at all calculated to difappoint the withes of thofe with 
whom it had originated. While the public mind was thus ftimu- 
lated, an event occurred which was made a pretence for taking up 
arms. 

Lord Dunmore, forefeeing the confequences of this flate of fer- 
mentation, and unwilling to place the means of violence within the 
power of the planters, hadearly in May ‘removed the gunpowder 
from the public magazine at Williamfburg. The motives of this 
meafure being eafily penetrated, an armed force affembled under the 
command of a Mr. Henry, a man poffefled of great influence and 
popularity, in order to compel a reftitution of the powder. This 
detachment, however, proceeded no further than within fifteen miles 
of Williamfburg, where they were met by the magiftrates of the 
city, who prevailed on them to depart, after having entered into an 
agreement that the receiver-general of the province fhould become 
fecurity. for the payment of the gunpowder. pao 

But the feign of temperance and moderation was now at an end; 
public meetings and military aflociations were univerfally encouraged; 
and the affembly of the province, approving the conduct of Mr; 
Henry, ordered a guard to be provided for the fafety of the 
magazine, without fubmitting this fep to the confideration of the 
governor, 

In confequence of lord Dunmore’s intimations to the govern 
ment of Great Britain, feveral conciliatory propofitions were tranf 
mitted, to his lordthip, who, early in June, laid them before the council 
of Virginia, The council acceded to them ; but the affembly una« 
nimoufly refufed their acquiefcence. 5carcely had this rejection been 
conveyed to his lordfhip, when, from a private channel, he received 
intelligence of a defign upon his life, It is probable that this was 

i only 
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only a falfe alarm, conveyed by the malcontents to the governor, in © fi P, 
order to induce him to retire from the province. Whether it was U~—~ 
or was not, his lordthip certainly adopted the moft prudent line of guy 

conduct: For immediately on receiving this intimation, he aban- 

doned his houfe and property, and with his lady and children re- 

tired on board the Fowey man of war. ‘The motives for this ftep 

he tranfmitted to both houfes, who immediately united in addrefling 

his lordfhip ; affuring him that his fufpicions were ill-founded, and 

befeeching him, for the fake of the public peace, to return to the ca- 

pital. But his lordthip, unwilling to commit himfelf in a manner to 

their cuftody, declined complying with the contents of the addrefs.- 

Neverthelefs, he fubmitted to their confideration the fubfequent pro- 

pofition: ‘That he would either correfpond with the council and 

affembly from the Fowey, or adjourn them to York, about twelve 

miles from Williamfburg, where he had no objection to refide, and zt 
terminate the bufinefs of the feffion. This propofal, however, was 

rejected, and both houfes continued fitting. After having, on a tri- 

vial pretence, increafed the military eftablifhment, by the addition of 

a company of riflemen, they proceeded to inveftigate the con- 

duct of the governor. In the courfe of this inveftigation feveral pro- 

pofitions and meflages were tranfmitted to his lordfhip, the purport 

of which was, that he fhould return to Williamfburg, to give his 

| affent to feveral bills ; replace the powder he had removed from the 

magazine ; and depofit an additional quantity of military ftores for 

the ufe of the colony. To thefe propofitions his lordfhip returned 

for anfwer, that, as his fufpicions relative to his perfonal fafety were 

by no means allayed, he could not return to Williamfburg, but that 


if the council and aflembly chofe to bring the bills to him, he would 
give his affent tothem. With refpeé to the powder, the colony had 
no right to claim it, becaufe it belonged to the Rippon man of war. 
To the laft propofition his lordthip returned no anfwer, Immedi- 
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CH i P. ately on receiving this determination, the aflembly entered the fol~ 


Uae lowing refolution on their journals; viz. “ That their rights and 


2S 


“ privileges had been invaded ; that the agar of the colony 
“ was in danger; and that preparation ought to be made accord- 
“ ingly.” Having paffed this refolution, both houfes adjourned to 
October. 

The greateft part of the members having now retired to their plant- 
ations, and tumult and diforder having fomewhat fubfided, lord 
Dunmore, with feveral officers of the Fowey, ventured to a farm be- 
longing to his lordthip on the banks of York river, about two miles 
from Williamfburg. Many minutes, however, had not elapfed after 
their arrival, before intelligence was received of a party of riflemea 
being on their march to feize his lordfhip. He was therefore under 
the neceflity of retreating immediately to the boats, which were ready 
to receive him. Several fhot were fired at them, but happily they 
were at too great a diftance to receive any injury. Lord Dunmore, 
now fully convinced that moderate meafures would be feeble and 
ineffeQual, difpatched his lady and family in a fchooner to England, 
and repaired immediately to Norfolk, a town advantageoufly fituated 
at the mouth of Chefapeak Bay. In the mean time, the colony 
proceeded to the ele€tion of deputies, who, on their meeting, affumed 
the appellation of the provincial convention. After juftifying their 
conduat, by afferting that their liberties and poffeflions were en- 
dangered by the machinations of the mother-country, they increafed 
the military eftablifhment, and impofed taxes for the maintenance 
of it. | 

At this period the refources pofleffed by lord Dunmore were very 
inadequate to oppofe or counteraét the proceedings of the convention. 
His lordthip had ravaged thofe parts which were contiguoustothe fhore, 
and had made an attempt to burn the town of Hampton. In thishow- 
ever, though well fupported by the fhipping, he was unfuccefsful. A 

body — 
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this infufficiency of refources, his lordfhip adopted a meafure which 
was certainly not very politic, and which ftimulated the minds of 
the Virginians almoft to a degree of phrenfy. He iffued a procla- 
mation, declaring martial law to be in force throughout the colony. 
He erected the royal ftandard, to which he commanded his majefty’s 
fubje&ts to repair, and he emancipated all the flaves who fthould 
take up arms in defence of the Britith caufe. By this means his 
lordfhip obtained a confiderable increafe of ftrength, but far from 
adequate to his expeCtations. He had already fecured the pofleflion 
of all the country fituated between Norfolk and the fea; when. the 
provincial meeting, in order to prevent the defertion of the flaves, 
and to arreft his lordfhip in his career, refolved to fend a confider- 
able force againft him. About the beginning of November, a de- 
tachment, confifting of one thoufand men, was difpatched from the 
weftern fide of Virginia to Norfolk, in the neighbourhood of which 
they arrived early in December. The river Elizabeth running be- 
tween them and the town, they were under the neceflity of making a 
circuit of ten miles to a village called the Great Bridge, where the river 
is fordable: Previoufly, however, to their arrival, the bridge had been 
removed, and fome works thrown up, which were defended by a 
body of provincials and negroes, in order to impede their crofling the 
river. Thus fituated, and convinced that the loyalifts would foon be 
obliged to abandon their poft, the Americans contented themifelves 
with intrenching on the oppofite fide of the river. Lord Dunmore, 
though he poffeffed a confiderable degree of military experience, 
was impetuous and impatient. He refolved to adopt a fcheme which 
was certainly not defenfible on the grounds of prudence, and which 
‘was far from receiving the approbation of thofe who were under his 
command. The {cheme was, to attempt to diflodge the enemy from 
U2 nik a. cthete 
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of December a detachment of one hundred and twenty men, ander 
the command of captain Fordyce of the fourteenth regiment, a brave 
officer, departed from Norfolk at midnight, and arrived at the Great 
Bridge before day-break. ‘The planks of the bridge were replaced 
as filently as poflible, and every proper difpofition made for the at- 
tack. ‘The Americans, however, apprifed of the {cheme, had _pre- 
pared themfelves accordingly. A caufway extended from the bridge 
through a fwampy bottom, almoft as far as the enemy’s works, 
which were fituated ona rifing ground. The right fide of this 
caufway was fkirted by a thicket, within the diftance of mufket- 
fhot. At break of day captain Fordyce crofling the bridge pro- 
ceeded along the caufway, and was fuffered to advance very near 
the intrenchments without oppofition. A heavy fire was then 
poured at the fame moment upon him, both from the thicket and 
the works, which did great execution. Difconcerted, but not 
daunted, he ftill continued to advance. A fecond difcharge from 
the enemy proved fatal to him, He fell within a few feet of the 
breaft-work of the intrenchments. Thirty of the hundred and 
twenty, including the leader, being now killed or wounded, the de- 

tachment retreated from the attack, and retired acrofs the bridge. 
On the fucceeding night, the Englith abandoned their poft be- 
tween the Elizabeth and Norfolk, which laft place it was thought 
prudent alfo to relinquifh, on account of the increafing flrength of 
the Americans. Lord Dunmore therefore, with fuch of the inha- 
bitants as were attached to the Britifh caufe, retired on board the 
{hipping in the river, and the Americans took pofleffion of the town. 
The loyalifts were now in the moft pitiable fituation: Provifions 
were fcarce, and fuch of the boats as ventured on fhore to obtain a 
frefh fupply, were in the moft imminent danger from the riflemen, 
who had taken poffeflion of the wharfs, which projected a great 
3 wey, 
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To remedy this inconvenience, it was refolved 


accordingly, on the firft of January 1776. The other parts of the 
town were at the fame time fet on fire by the Americans; and thus 
was the town of Norfolk levelled with the duft. Norfolk, at the 
commencement of the difturbances, was one of the moft fourithing 
towns on the fhores of the Chefapeak. It contained eight thoufand 
inhabitants. Its proximity to the fea, the excellence of the timber 
that grew in abundance near it, the capacioufnefs and fafety of its 
harbour, and the falubrity of its fituation, had rendered it the moft 
defirable place of refidence in the extenfive province of Virginia. 
The damage computed to be done by the deftruGtion of this place 
was near four hundred thoufand pounds. 

After the conflagration of Norfolk, the Americans, in order to pre- 
vent the fhipping from procuring provifions, deftroyed all the plant- 
ations contiguous to the river, forcing the pofleflors of them to re- 
move with their effects into the interior parts of the province. 
Experiencing now the greateft diftrefs, the {hips were obliged to put 
to fea, and lord Dunmore, leaving a confiderable body of the loy- 
alifis and negroes who had joined the royal ftandard, proceeded 
with the remains of his army to New York, and joined the army 
under the command of general Howe. 

In ftating the fituation of affairs in Virginia at this period, it may 
not be thought anomalous to mention the particulars of an enlarged 
and daring {cheme that was projected by a Mr. Connelly, a native of 
Penfylvania, and communicated to lord Dunmore while he was on 
the coaft of Virginia. The plan was, to invade that and the other 
fouthern colonies on their back and inland parts, where it was know» 
that the people were ftrongly attached to the Britifh government. 
Thefe, it was not doubted, would take up arms in its defence; and it 
was alfo fuppofed that feveral of the Indian tribes might be induced 
to 
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into the very heart of the colonies. The projector, Mr. Connelly, 
was peculiarly fitted for the condu& of fuch an enterprife. He was 
active, enterprifing, patient of fatigue, and he poffeffed that which 
is the foul of enterprife, unconquerable perfeverance. 


The fcheme having received the approbation of lord Dunmore, 
was immediately put into execution. Notwithftanding the variety of 
difficulties and dangers that furrounded him, Mr. Connelly traverfed 
the province of Virginia from Chefapeak Bay to the Ohio, a journey 
of between three and four hundred miles, negotiated a treaty 
with the Indians on that river, and brought over to his purpofe the 
white people fituated in thofe diftant fettlements. Returning to 
lord Dunmore, he was immediately difpatched to general Gage, 
who appointed him leader of the enterprife, and promifed him his 
countenance and fupport. 

It was determined that Mr. Connelly, as early as poflible in the 
enfuing fpring, fhould colle& as many men as Detroit and the 
neighbouring forts could fpare, and proceed with them to Pittfburg, 
fituated beyond the Allegany mountains, where he was to remain 
until he had procured a fuflicient number of perfons attached to the 
Britith caufe. He was then to crofs the Allegany mountains, and 


penetrate into Virginia: ‘Then leaving a ftrong garrifon at Fort 


Cumberland, he was to fail down the river Potomack, and feize upon 
Alexandria, where lord Dunmore was to join him with as many 
thips as poflible. Strong fortifications were immediately to be con- 
ftruéted, in order that at all times the friends of government might 
declare themfelves and form a junétion, and that all communication 
might thus be cut off between the northern and fouthern colonies, 
divided from each other by the Potomack, which ftretches from an | 
arm of Chefapeak Bay to the Allegany mountains. It is broad, 
rapid, and not eafily to be forded. The only town of any confe- 
quence 
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quence on its banks was Alexandria, equidiftantly fituated between 
the fea and the Allegany mountains. But the {cheme was fruftrated 
by one of thofe caufes which, trifling as they appear, produce often 
the moft important effects. 

Already had Mr. Connelly penetrated to the back fettlements of 
Maryland, and had congratulated himfelf on having fortunately 
efcaped almoft every danger, when a tradefman, who knew him, met 
him on the road, and immediately communicated his fufpicions to 
the neareft committee. In confequence of this information, he was 
feized, thrown into prifon, his papers taken from him, and tran 
mitted to congrefs. ‘Thefe difcovered the whole fcheme, which was 
thus entirely overthrown ; Mr. Connelly was fent prifoner to Phila- 


delphia, where he was put in irons, and treated with the moft. 


rigorous feverity. 

While lord Dunmore was thus driven from his government of 
Virginia, the governor of North Carolina, Mr. Martin, was not 
more peaceably fituated. The fame complaints were advanced 
againft him as had been adduced againfi his lordfhip, viz. of hav- 
ing attempted to ftir up the negroes againft their mafters. The re- 
plication of Mr. Martin, couched in the form of a proclama- 
tion, was fo {pirited and fevere, that the provincial convention voted 
it to be 2 moft outrageous libel, and ordered it to be burnt by the 
public executioner. ; 


Ten or twelve pieces of old difmounted cannon, which had 
been for many years ufed only on joyful occafions, lay on the 
banks of the river near governor Martin’s houfe at Newburn. On 
the firft of June 1775, the governor’s fervants being employed in 
examining them (probably for the purpofe of ufing them on his 
majefty’s birth-day), were obferved by the malcontents, who {pread- 
ing the alarm, the inhabitants immediately aflembled, chofe a per- 
fon of the name of Nafh for their fpeaker, and went in a body to 
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the governor’s houfe. On being afked what he meant to do with 
the guns, he replied, that they belonged to his majefty, and that he 
fhould ufe them in any manner he pleafed. This firm reply fome- 
what daunted the malcontents, and they retired without continu- 
ing the inquiry relative to the guns. Newburn, where Mr. Martin 
refided, was fituated in fuch a manner, that it could derive no affiftance 
from thenavy. Onthis account, and intelligence having been received 
that the malcontents had embodied. themfelves, the governor 
thought it moft prudent to retire on board afhip off Cape Fear. 5i- 
milar difturbances arofe about the fame time in South Carolina, the 
snhabitants of which compelled lord William Campbell, the governor, 


to retire on board a man of war. 


As foon as his lordthip had departed, proper meafures were ufed 
to prevent an invafion from the inhabitants of the back fettlements, 
by concluding a treaty with them, and to put the province in an 
adequate ftate of defence. 

At Bofton no events of importance occurred at this period, except 
the refignation of general Gage, who departed for England, leaving 
the command of the Britith forces to general Howe. ‘The befiegers 
of Botton, and the befieged, remained in a fituation of equal inadti- 


Y iyo 


AMERICAN WAR. 


Gerry sy, 


Proceedings of the Britifo government—Deputies arrive in London 
_ from Congrefs—State of Commerce—Meeting of Parliament—Effed 
of its Refolutions in the Colonies. 


Fe eee the latter end of Auguft, two deputies from congrefs, © es P. 


Mefirs. Richard Penn and Arthur Lee, arrived in London with —~——_v 
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petition pointed out the flourifhing ftate of the colonies previous to Rear hsee 


a petition, which they were ordered to prefent to his majefty. The 


don from 


the prefent difturbances, and reminded his majefty of the affiftance Coere, 


they had afforded him during the continuance of the late glorious 
war. Asarecompenfe for this affiftance, it had been expected 
that they would have been permitted, with the reft of the empire, to 
fhare in the bleflings of peace, and the emoluments of victory and 
conqueft. How were they difappointed, when, in place of this re- 
ward, anew fy{tem of ftatutes and regulations was adopted for the 
adminiftration of the colonies, equally injurious to their profperity, 
and to the welfare of the mother-country? The petition then ani- 
_ madverted in a pointed manner on the conduct of his majefty’s mi- 
| nifters, who, by perfevering in their obnoxious fyftem, and by pro-: | ! 
ceeding to open hoftilities in order to enforce it, had compelled them’ | 
to arm in their own defence. But as they were not ignorant of the’ 
confequences of civil difcords, they thought themfelves required by 
indifpenfable obligations to Almighty God, to ‘his majefty, ‘to 
their fellow-fubje€ts, and themfelves, to ftop the further effiifion of 
! Wr. 1 2.4 blood. 


>» 
‘ 


a 
t 
ys 

> 


State of com- 
merces, 


HISTORY .OF .FHE 


blood. After expreffions of duty and attachment to» his miajelty, 
they folemnly aflured him, that they not only mot ardently defired 
that the former harmony between Great Britain and her colonies 
might be reftored, but that concord might be eftablifhed between 
them upon fo firm a bafis as to perpetuate its bleflings, uninterrupted 


-by any future diffenfions, to fucceeding generations in both countries. 


But this reconciliation they did not with to procure at the expenfe 
either of the dignity or welfare of the mother-country. In conclu- 
fion, it was earneftly recommended to his majefty, to direct the 
adoption of fome mode which fhould have for its tendency the re- 
peal of thofe fatutes that were injurious to the interefts of the co- 
lonies. 

Such were the particulars of this celebrated petition, which was 
figned by John Hancock, prefident of the congrefs, and every one 
of the members. On the firft of September it was delivered to lord 
Dartmouth, and on the fourth of the fame month, Mefirs. Penn and 
Lee were informed, “ That no anfwer would be given to it.” 

The fate of this petition, and the acrimony of argument ufed by 
thofe who fupported and thofe who oppofed it, revived that party 
diftin@ion of Whig and Tory, which had been dormant fince the 
reign of queen Ann. 

' Hitherto the commercial part of the nation had experienced but 
trifling inconveniences from the lofs of the trade to America: For 
the Americans had tranfmitted large fums to difcharge the debts due 
to their Englith correfpondents. Demands for goods to a confiderable. 
amount were alfo received from Turkey and Ruffia; and Great Bri- 
tain herfelf, by contraéts and fupplies for the army and navy, pre-. 
vented commerce from drooping, on account of the deprivation of a 
free intercourfe with her colonies, But in the middle of the year, 
however, the trading part of the nation received a fevere and an 
unexpected blow. The profits derived from the Newfoundland - 
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number of -veffels were fent this year to the banks of Newfound- “-—~—Y 


land, where, on their arrival, they found themfelves unable to pro- 
ceed in their operations, on account of a decree made by conerets, 
which prevented their being fupplied with their former neceflarics. 
This decree owed its origin to the a& paffed by Great Britain, for 
depriving the people of New England of the benefits of the filhery 
at Newfoundland. In confequence of this prohibition molt of 
the fhips, in order to avoid the miferies of famine, made the bett 


commerce this feafon, was computed at very little lefs than half a 
million. ‘This was a fevere ftroke which, while it afforded the op- 
pofers of the American war additional arguments againft it, increafed 
the anger of thofe who confidered the inhabitants of the colonies in 
no other light than that of rebels. | 

On the twenty-fixth of O&ober, the feffion of parliament was 
opened with a fpeech from the throne, in which his majefty ftated 
that the fituation of America was the caufe of his affembling both 
houfes of parliament fo early. Adverting to the particulars of this 
fituation, he declared, that his revolted fubje€ts had raifed troops; 
affembled a naval armament; feized the public revenue; affumed le- 
giflative, executive, and judicial powers, which they exercifed in the 
moft defpotic manner over their fellow-fubje@ts. ‘Till they had ar- 
rived at this poffeflion of power, they had endeavoured to deceive 
and amufe the mother-country by vague expreflions of attachment 
to her, and of proteftations of loyalty to her fovereign. His ma- 
jefty next reminded each houfe, that though it was Known laft 
feffion that a rebellion exifted within the province of Maffachufet, 
yet even that fingle province it was endeavoured rather to reclaim 
than fubdue. The fame mode of conduct had been purfued with 
refpect to the other revolted colonies, and though certainly proper 
2 mealures 
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- tneafures were taken to enforce authority, yet, at the fame time, con-. 


cilitary propofitions had always preceded thofe coercive meafures.. 
America, however, had rejected all thefe propofitions, and prepared 
herfelf to oppofe force by force. Hence it was vifible, that fhe 
aimed at the eftablifhment of a feparate government, and an in- 
dependent empire. After pointing out the injurious confequences 
that would enfue to the parent flate from the fuccets of fuch a plan,. 
his majefty declared that it was abfolutely neceflary to adopt the 
moft decifive meafures. Under the impreflion. of this idea, he in-~ 
formed both houfes that he had increafed the naval and military 
eftablifhments, and that he had it in contemplation to engage fome fo-. 
reign troops offered him, Neverthelefs he affured them that he fhould 
be ready to receive the mifled with tendernefs and mercy, whenever: 
they fhould become fenfible of their error. ‘In conclufion, the par-. 
liament was informed, that the proper eftimates for the neceflary 
fupplies were ordered to be fubmitted, to their confideration.. 

In anfwer to this fpeech, the miniftry propofed that an addrefs: 
fhould be prefented to his majefty, afluring him that both houfes 
concurred in admitting the neceflity of adopting vigorous meafures. 


_againft the colonies; and that they would affift him with. fupplies 
-neceflary to carry fuch meafures into effect. This propofition met 


with fevere and violent oppofition ; and inftead of fuch an addrefs, 
it was moved by a member in the minority, that a declaration, thould. 
be adopted, the purport, of which fhould be, that the parliament: 


were convinced that the means which had been adopted to allay the- 


ferment in the colonies, had rather increafed it: From which they 
were led to fuppofe that thofe means were, not properly adapted. to 
fecure the end propofed: That they were fatisfied that the prefent 
difturbances originated in the want of adequate information relative 


to the true ftate of the colonies, which had been the caufé of ob-. 
noxious meafures having hitherto been carried into execution.. The- 


declaration. 
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declaration then proceeded to affure his majefty that his parliament © ae P. 
would proceed to review, in a moft folemn manner, the whole of the U~— 


late proceedings, in order to avoid the alarming neceflity of fhedding 
the blood of felow-fubjects, and the dreadful expedient of arming a 
Briton againft aBriton. The mimiftry carried their point with re- 
fpe&t to addreffing his majefty ; but the above-mentioned declaration 
occafioned long and important debates. 

The arguments. ufed by thofe who fupported the daatintiber and. 
oppofed the adoption of coercive meafures, were copioufly anfwered 


by the fupporters of government, who afferted that the reprefenta-. 


tions of the oppofition were unfounded, and only calculated to inti= 
midate and reprefs the national vigour and fpirit. From the condu& 
of the Americans, it was abfurd and. ridiculous to infer that they 
aimed, at, lef than. unconditional, unqualified, and total independ- 
ence. In all their proceedings they had confidered themfelves as, 
entirely feparated from. Great Britain; and though their profeflions. 
and petitions breathed peace and moderation, their ations. and pre- 
parations denoted war and defence. Whether it was more wife to. 
infer intentions from.words than from deeds, remained with the op- 
pofition to determine.. Every attempt that could be made to foften: 
the colonifts had been put in practice without effect. Their obfti- 
nacy was inflexible, and in proportion as the parent ftate acceded to 
their wifhes, their conduct became more infolent and overbearing. 
The right of taxation had- in a. manner been given up by parliament, 
for they had allowed the Americans the right of taxing themfelves,. 
Yet with this permiffion, they were not contented,, refufing to 
contribute any thing towards the expenfes of that {tate which had. 
nurfed them with fuch tendernefs and foftered them with fuch. 
eare. Every hope of accommodation-was now at an end. Only, 
two alternatives.remained for the Britifh nation. to adopt, coercion: 
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To this effe€&t were the arguments adduced in fupport of the mi- 
niftry. A whole night was fpent in debating upon the royal fpeech, 
and it wag not till five o’clock in the morning that a divifion took 
place, when the declaration propofed by the oppofition was rejected 
by a majority of one hundred and feventy ; the numbers being, for 
it, one hundred and eight; againft it, two hundred and feventy- 
eight. 

The colonies in the mean time waited with anxious impatience | 
for the determination of Great Britain. ‘That hoftilities were re- 
folved did not much furprife them, but the idea of having foreign 
troops employed againft them ftung them to the quick. ‘They con- 
fidered the adoption of this meafure as an avowal of the mother- 
country having fhaken off all former confiderations, and of her hav- 
ing banifhed from her memory every idea that reminded her of both 
having originated from the fame fource. 

The confequence of this indignation in the colonies may be eafily 
conceived. Their refolutions to oppofe the meafures of the mother- 
country were fortified more ftrongly. Preparations were continued 
with additional eagernefs and impetuofity; and thofe of the Ameri- 
cans who had withed hitherto that moderate meafures fhould be 
adopted, felt no longer that inclination. And indeed, it muft be 
confefled that the idea of introducing foreign troops was not 
reprobated folely by the Americans and the colonies: Many of 
the firm friends of the minifter conceived it to be derogatory 
to the conftitution, and contrary to law. Thus, though they ac- 
quiefced in the neceflity of decifive and vigorous meafures, they 
abfolutely refufed their affent to this propofition, and refufed him 
every affiftance which it was in their power to give, either by their 
eloquence or their votes. 

The minifter however remained firm to his purpofe. Hitherto, 
he faid, Great Britain had been unfuccefsful through delay. Imme- 
diate 
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diate meafures were to be ufed, and the fupplies neceflary to © HAP. 
carry on the war ought to be tranfmitted to America as early as pof- U-+~—~ 


fible. That the introduction of foreigners was illegal he denied in 
the moft pofitive manner, affirming it to have been adopted in times 
not very diffimilar to the prefent, viz. in the rebellion of 1745. 
In the midft of debates on this fubje€t, the miniftry received inform- 
ation from America that the inhabitants increafed in ftrength daily ; 
that moft vigorous preparations were carrying on both by fea and 
land; and that they had made overtures to feveral foreign nations, 
who did not feem averfe to afford them every affiftance and fupport, 
In confequence of this information, it was propofed that the naval 
eftablifhment fhould be augmented this year to twenty-cight thou- 
fand men and eighty fhips; and that the military eftablifhment in 
America fhould confift of twenty-five thoufand of the flower of the 
Enelith forces. This propofal was condemned by the oppofi- 
tion, who tried their ftrength a fecond time in moving, with a view 
to render fuch warlike operations no longer neceflary, an addrefs to 
his majefty, requefting him to authorife the commiffioners alluded 
to in his fpeech from the throne, to receive conciliatory propofitions 
from congrefs, or any collective body that fhould be formed to con- 
vey the fentiments of one or more of the colonies, without inquir- 
ing into the legality of fuch an aflembly, or the forms under which 
they might be difpofed to treat. This condefcenfion, it was ftrongly 
infifted, would fmooth the way to confequences moft beneficial and 
advantageous to the mother-country. Nor were condefcenfions of 
this nature uncommon. Monarchs, wifely confidering that formal! 
diftinGtions fade away before fubftantial powers, had often treated 
with their fubjets who had affembled without any legality of form. 
John offered no objeGtion to the informality of the barons’ affem- 
bly; and fubfequent monarchs, deriving no claim to the crown from 
lineal defcent, had owed it folely to the will of a popular aflembly. 
( Befides, 
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CA ?. Befides, it was contended, that if forms had always been nitentted 
_—— to, none of thofe revolutions which have contributed to the ha jy 
> Ppt 


Es 


nefs of mankind, and the advancement of arts and fciences, would 
have been accomplifhed. Prudent policy always accommodated it- 
felf to the-exigencies of events. 


The minifterial party, in replying to thefe A aaah agreed that 
peace and reconciliation were generally preferable to war and oppofi- 
tion; but, at the fame time, that there were circumftances which ren-. 
dered the former even more defirable than the latter. Great Britain 


had fufficiently receded. It was her duty now to advance. At all 


events it was totally inconfiftent with her dignity and her character 
to acknowledge the congrefs to be a legal a oe After every 
poflible argument had been marfhalled on each fide, the propofal 
made by oppofition was negatived, and the minifter carried his 
point. | | 
Indifpenfable bufinefs had hitherto prevented any formal notice 
being taken of the petition prefented to Iris majefty by the deputies 
from congrefs, in either houfe of parliament. At length however a 
copy of it having been laid before the houfe of lords, a motion was 
made that Mr. Penn fhould be examined ‘at the bar of the houfe re- 
lative to its contents. In order to induce the miniftry to comply 
with this motion, it was ftated that Mr. Penn, who had been for- 
merly governor of Penfylvania, was well acquainted with the real 
interefts of: the colonies, and could communicate fuch information 
to the houfe as would tend, perhaps, to heal the breach between the 
contending powers: Befides, he was perfonally acquainted with 
every member of the congrefs. To this motion the miniftry ac- 
ceded, and Mr. Penn was examined. In his examination he pofi- 
tively, and in the moft explicit terms, denied the charge brought 
againft the Americans, viz. that they aimed at- independence. 
Congrefs had not been elected in any other manner. than what was 
warranted — 
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warranted by the conftitution of Great Britain. They were chofen © a ee 
by the voice of their conftituents, and entrufted by them with alnioft C—~+—~ 


unlimited power. With a view to determine what number of men 
would be fufficient for carrying on the war, he was particularly 
queftioned relative to the population of Penfylvania. This he re- 
prefented to have increafed fo much, during a very fhort period, 
as to afford a militia of fixty thoufand men. Of thefe, twenty 
thoufand, before his departure, had attached themfelves to the com- 
mon caufe, arming themfelves at their own expence, and receiving 
no pay for their fervices. Congrefs had purchafed in abundance 
materials for iron cannon, which they had already caft at Philadel- 
phia, as well as fmall-arms, fully adequate to prefent and future 
exigencies. He likewife ftated that fanguine hopes were entertained 
of the fuccefs of the petition he had brought over; fo fanguine in- 
deed, that it was called the olive-branch. The confequences of the 
rejection of it he feared would be fatal. The moft vigorous pre= 


. parations would be adopted; and he had every reafon to fuppofe that 


the Americans would not want the affiftance of foreign powers pof- 
fefled of ample refources. Such was the effect of Mr. Penn’s exa- 
mination, and fo fatisfied were the oppofition with the information 
it contained, that a’ motion was immediately made for declaring that 
the petition from the continental congrefs to the king, afforded fuf- 
ficient ground for reconciling the unhappy differences fubfifting be- 
tween Great Britain and her colonial poffeffions. Though the oppo- 
fition however were fatisfied with Mr. Penn’s evidence, it muft be 
confefled that that gentleman had overftated feveral circumftances. 
It cannot be denied that the objet of the Americans, from the com- 
mencement of the difturbances, was unqualified independence.» It 
is alfo true that congrefs had not been chofen by more than one third 
of the people, and that the militia did not-amount to above half the 
number at which Mr, Penn had ftated it. In debating on the motion 
Vou. I. | ve , made 
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CH AP. made by the oppofition, various arguments were adduced on each 
—— fide. The blood that would be fhed, the treafures that would 
75" be wafted by proceeding to hoftilities, were again infifted on 
and again anfwered by the minifterial party, with the argu- 
ments of the duplicity and deceit of congrefs; the contradiction that 
exifted between their words and their actions, their profeflions and 
their preparations ; and the obftinacy with which they had rejected 
every propofition that Great Britain had found it confiftent with her 
dignity to offer. 
After along debate the houfe divided, and the motion in favour 
| of the petition was rejected by a majority of fifty-three. 
Sate Much about the fame period Mr. Burke, who at that time patronized 
bill. the republican principles, and maintained an intimate correfpondence 
with the prime movers of the revolution in America, brought for- 
ward a bill in the houfe of commons, which, on account of its 
tendency, was called the conciliatory bill. It reprobated every idea 
of a war that propofed for its ultimate objet either conqueft or 
treaty; and it propofed peace and immediate conceflion. In order 
that fuch a meafure might not wear the appearance of innovation, 
the bill was modelled on a ftatute made in the thirty-fifth year of | 
Edward the Firft. The neceffity which occafioned that ftatute to be 
framed was fimilar to the exigencies of the prefent times. It ori- | 
ginated in a difpute between that monarch and his people relative to 
taxation. The latter were victorious ; obtaining this important pri- 
vilege, that no taxes fhould be impofed on them without the confent 
of the parliament. The prefent bill was intended to procure a fimilar 
advantage for the Americans, On this account the bill, in the firft 
place, renounced the exercife of taxation, waving the confideration 
of the queftion of right. Great Britain however referved to her- 
felf the power of levying commercial duties, which were to be ap- 


plied to thofe purpofes that the general affembly of each province 
1 ) ‘oe fhould 
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fhould judge to be moft falutary and beneficial. ‘The mother-coun- © hie P: 


try alfo referved to herfelf the power of aflembling the colonies in 

congrefs. The bill then propofed to repeal all the laws complained 

of by the Americans, and to pafs an immediate act of amnefty. 
Againft the provifions of this bill it was obje€ted, that though 


_they gave too much away from Great Britain, they would not fa- 
tisfy the demands of America: That after what had been propofed 


by his majefty, any other conciliatory plan would be difrefpectful to 
him; and that, finally, nothing now remained for Great Britain but 
coercion. After an important debate, in which both fides difplayed 
uncommon abilities and eloquence, the bill was rejected, two hun- 
dred and ten dividing againft it, and one hundred and five for it. 


The rejection of this bill was immediately followed by the intro- 
duction of a prohibitory bill, to reftrain all intercourfe with the co- 
lonies. ‘This pafled both houfes, not however without violent op- 
pofition. Notwithftanding the fate of Mr. Burke’s propofition, 
another conciliatory bill was fubmitted to the confideration of the 
lower houfe by Mr. Hartley. The end propofed to be attained by 
it was the fame as that intended by Mr. Burke’s bill, but the means 
were varied. ‘It propofed that hoftilities fhould be immediately fut- 
pended, and that the colonies fhould be enjoined to eftablith a trial 
by jury in favour of their flaves in criminal cafes. If they complied 
with this injunétion, all the obnoxious laws fince the year 1763 
were immediately to be repealed, and an act of indemnity 
paffed. Subfequently to the adoption of thefe meafures the colonies 
were to be required to furnifh only thofe fupplies which were ne- 


_ceflary for their own fupport and defence. The fame anfwer was 


given to this propofition by the miniftry, as had been before given 

to Mr. Burke’s bill; and it met with the fame fate. 
In confequence of the conciliatory propofition agreed to laft feflion 
of parliament, the colony of Nova Scotia tranfmitted, about this 
Vee . period, 
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period, a petition to government, the contents of which were, that 
a revenue fhould be raifed in that colony, under the direCtion of Great 
Britain: ‘The manner in which this revenue was to be raifed, was 
by a ftipulated fim in the hundred on the importation of foreign 
goods. The petition was eranted, and all the other taxes and du- 
ties, except thofe which regarded commerce, were, in confequence, 
immediately repealed. 

About the latter end of February 1776, the minifter fubmitted 
to the confideration of both houfes that part of his majefty’s fpeech 
which related to the engagement of foreign troops. The mea- 
fare was oppofed with the united abilities and eloquence of op- 
pofition ; neverthelefs, after feveral debates, it was carried by the 
minifter, in the houfe of peers, by a majority of fixty-eight, and 
in the houfe of commons by a majority of one hundred and fifty- 
four. 3 
Though oppofition had hitherto been unfuccefsful in every con- 
ciliatory propofition, another attempt was made to put a period 
to the differences between Great Britain and her colonies, by the 
duke of Grafton, on the fourteenth of March. This nobleman, 
at the commencement of the difturbances, poffefled a fhare in 
the adminiftration, which he foon after refigned in difguft. His 
erace moved that an addrefs fhould be prefented to his majefty, 
intreating him, in order to put an end to the effufion of blood 
and treafure, and to evince to the world the with of the fovereign 
and the parliament to reftore peace and tranquillity, to iffue a pro- 
clamation, declaring that, if the revolted colonies would prefent. a 
petition to the commander in chief of his majefty’s forces in Ame- 
rica, or to the commiffioners fent out with powers adequate to 
the purpofes of making peace or war, fetting forth their griev- 
ances, hoftilities fhould be immediately fufpended, and the peti- 


tion fhould be referred to the parliament, by whom it fhould be 
confidered 
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confidered with the moft folemn and ferious attention. In order © os P. 


to ftrengthen this propofition, it was alleged that the Americans 
would immediately be joined by foreign powers; for, from un- 
doubted authority, it was known that two French gentlemen had 
been difpatched to America, where, on their arrival, they had in- 
{tantly repaired to congrefs. In reply to the affertions of the 
oppofition, it was alleged that no dependence could be placed 
on the affurances of the colonifts with refpe&t to peace: That 
they had never difcuffed any terms of pacification, and that they 
feemed to think that the mother-country either pofleffed not fut 
ficient power to compel them to obedience, or that, if her abilities 
were adequate to fuch a tafk, fhe was afraid to exert them. ~ On 
this account therefore it was abfolutely neceflary that the colonies 
fhould be convinced of their error ; and that government fhould no 
longer, by delay, furnith them with an opportunity of accomplifh- 
ing their preparations, and completing their hoftile intentions. 
With regard to the intimation of their receiving afliftance from 
foreign powers, that was only vague and uncertain ; for nothing 
had yet tranfpired relative to the bufinefs which had conveyed 
‘the two French gentlemen to America. But granting even that 
the fuggeftions held out by oppofition, on this head, were true, 
they afforded only an argument for immediate and vigorcus pre- 
parations.. 

The debate on the duke of Grafton’s motion was long and 
violent. It was at length negatived by a majority of fixty; and 
thus ended all attempts to reconcile the unhappy diffenfions between. 

the two contending powers. . 
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Blockade and Evacuation of Bofion——Siege of Quebec—Defeat of Loy- 
alifis at Moore's Creek—Attack of Charleflown.—1776. 


Sew ae HILE Great Britain was engaged in thefe parliamentary dif- 
Jy, cuffions, the Britifh troops blockaded in Bofton fuffered in- 
1776. 


credible hardfhips and fatigue. They had been clofely invefted 
ever fince the affair at Lexington; provifions were fcarce; and 
though they fent to the Weft Indies for a frefh fupply, they could 
not obtain any, on account of the dearth fubfifting in that quarter. 
In addition to thefe hardfhips, general Wafhington began to profe- 
cute the fiege with redoubled vigour, in order that the place might 
be captured before the arrival of reinforcements from Great Britain. — 
On the fecond of March 1776, a battery was opened on the 
weftern fide of the town, whence it was dreadfully annoyed by a 
furious difcharge of cannon and bombs ; and on the fifth another was 
opened on the eaftern fhore: Neverthelefs the Britifh troops acquit- 
ted themfelves with the moft furprifing fortitude, and for fourteen 

days endured this bombardment with the moft undaunted courage. 
No alternative remained now for the befieged, but to diflodge the 
ve Conerot Lirterfac provincials from their new works, or evacuate the town. ‘To fuc- 
om ho a i ceed in the former was impoffible, for the Britifh troops muft 
Mes Shh fun have afcended an almoft perpendicular eminence, on the top of 
anor ener’ forred To RG is the Anais is had prepared hogfheads chained together in 
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they marched up: A curious provifion, by which whole columns 
would have been fwept off at once. ‘This fpecies of preparation 
will exemplify, in a ftriking manner, that fertility of genius in 
expedients, which ftrongly characterized the Americans during the 
war. This would effectually have deftroyed all order, and have 
broken the ranks. It was therefore determined to evacuate the 
town: This meafure required a fortnight to carry it into execution, 
on account of the numbers to be removed, many of whom were 
fick and wounded. At length, however, it was effected, and the 
brave garrifon, with thofe attached to the Britifh caufe, in number 
about two thoufand, embarked for Halifax in Nova Scotia, where, 
on account of the favourablenefs of the weather, they foon arrived *. 
Thus was the capital of Maffachufet added to the American caufe. 


* The Britifh troops left behind them at the Caftle-Ifland and at Bofton, 250 pieces of 
cannon, half of which were ferviceable, 4 thirteen and a half inch mortars, 2500 chaldrons of 
fea-coal, 25,c00 bufhels of wheat, 2300 buthels of barley, 6co bufhels of oats, 1cojars of oil, 
and 15ohorfes. This large fupply was of the utmoft importance to the enemy, who were 
labouring under the greateft want both of ftores and provifions. It ought not, however, to be 
omitted, that fir William Howe might have carried with him the greateft part of the ammu- 
nition, and all'the provifions ; it may alfo be neceflary to mention that the fortifications of 
Bofton were fo excellent, that it would have been extremely difficult for the Americans to have 
forced them. The Britith troops left the houfes of Bofton in good condition, and in a ftate of 
cleanlinefs, which was foon abolifhed by the refidence of the American troops. ‘The evacu- 
ation of Bofton afforded alfo another moft important advantage to theenemy. Many ftore- 
fhips from Great Britain configned to Bofton, and ignorant of the Britifh troops having 
abandoned it, entered the harbour, and were of courfe captured ; of thefe, the fhip Hope was 
the moft valuable—She had onboard 1500 barrels of powder, befides carbines, bayonets, tra- 
velling carriages for heavy cannon, and all forts of tools neceflary for the army and artillery ; 
Befides thefe, there were other articles, thofe of bedding and clothing particularly, of which 
the enemy ftood greatly in need. Thefe goods fir William Howe might have diflributed among 
the army and navy, trufting to government to make payment to the individual proprie- 
tors. At any rate, they fhould not have been left in Bofton, but have been deftroyed, 
as they were articles of which the Americans ftood in the greatcft need ; and which enabled 
them to bear up under the feverities of that winter. 
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C ic a P. As foon as general Wafhington had taken poffeflion of the town, 


es) -he' detached fev 


L770. 


eral regiments to the defence of New York, imagin- 
ing that the Britifh troops might have departed for that place, on 
their feceffion from Bofton. 

Colonel Arnold, in the mean time, remained encamped near 
Quebec : Though unable to capture the town, he reduced it to great 
diftrefs, on account of having cut off all communication between the 
sahabitants and the adjacent country. But the feafon now ap- 
proaching when reinforcements would arrive from England, he was 
under the neceflity of recommencing the fiege in due form. On 
the fhores of the river St. Laurence, batteries were erected to burn 
the fhipping. Thefe attempts, however, were unfuccefsful. While 
the attention of the befieged was engaged in thefe endeavours on 
the fhipping, Arnold had prepared fcaling-ladders to ftorm the town: 
The fcheme was plaufible, but it failed in part: The Americans 
obtained admittance into the fuburbs, where they burned feveral 
houfes, and compelled the garrifon to pull down the reft, in order 
to prevent the fire from {preading. While the Americans were em~ 
ployed in this hege, the fmall-pox broke out among them with great 
violence, and many of the foldiers deferted, in order to fave them- 
{elves from the confequences of a diforder fo fatal, and fo much 
droadedipin Ltnat , cOULU yoga this account, and certain that 
faccours would foon arrive from. England, Arnold thought 
proper to retire. The Englith {quadron, making its way 
through the ice, arrived unexpectedly before Quebec. Though, 
at the time when Bofton was evacuated, it was underftood that this 
fquadron, with reinforcements, were at fea, no care was taken to 
leave a fufiicient force off the harbour, to prevent them from run- 

ning into the throat of the enemy: In confequence of which negle&, 


Heutenant-colonel Archibald Campbell, with feven hundred men, ran 
; right 


right into Bofton harbour, not knowing but that place was {till in our © HOA P. 
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hands. He was treated in a cruel and favage manner*, Commu- —~w~—~ 


* Copy ofa letter from the late fir Archibald Campbell to fir William Howe. 

lg Ta) fale “© Concord Gaol, 14th February 177". 
* Scarce eight days had elapfed after the period of my firft addrefs, when I found my- 
felf {tripped of half my property, the very neceflaries of life; and I have been lately informed’ 
that the fide-arms of my officers have actually been difpefed of, notwithftanding they were 
honourably reftored to them by the captors. I was, however, fent upon my parole of honour 
to Reading, where I refided till the firft of this month, during which time it was even be- 
yond the power of malevolent afperfion to charge my conduct juftly with impropriety. 
** On the firft of February I was committed, by an order of congrefs, through the counci 
of Bofton, to the common gaol of Concord, intimating for a reafon, that your excellency 
had refufed to exchange general Lee for fix field officers (of whom I happened to be one), 
and that your excellency had put that officer under cuftody of the provoft. How far it may 
be confiftent to ill treat an officer becaufe his commander does not ehufe to accept of prof- 
fered barter of that nature, is left to reafon and future confequences to decide, efpecially 
when it is confidered, that there is no perfonal charge againft that officer, and the publig 
faith and honour of America was pledged for his being treated as a gentleman. 
oe Nite refpe& to your excellency’s treatment of general Lee, I cam fearcely think it fimilar 
to mine; but that you may be able with more precifion to decide on that point, I fhall 
briefly ftate my prefent unmerited condition. ! 
« Tam lodged in a dungeon of twelve or thirteen feet fquare, whofe fides are BURL with 
the greafe and litter of fucceffive criminals; two doors, with double locks and bolts, fhut me 
up from the yard, with an exprefs prohibition to enter it, either for my health or the ne- 
ceflary calls of nature: Two {mall windows, ftrongly grated with iron, introduce a gloomy 
light to the apartment, and thefe are at this time without a fingle pane of glafs, although 
the feafon of the froft and fnow is aCtually in the extreme. Inthe corner of the cell, boxed 
up with the partition, ftands a neceflary-houfe, which does not feem to have been emptied 
fince its firft appropriation to this convenience of malefactors. A loathfome black-hole, deco- 
rated with a pair of fixed chains, is granted me for my inner apartment, from whence a felon was 
but the moment before removed, to make way for your humble fervant, and in which his litter 
and excrement remain to this moment. The attendance of a fingle fervantis alfo denied 
me, and every vifit from a friend pofitively refufed: In fhort, fir, was a fire to happen in 
any chamber of the gaol, which is all of wood, the chimney-ftacks excepted, I might 


| perith in the flames before the gaoler could go through the ceremony of unbolting the doors 5 


although, to do him juftice in his ftation, I really think him a man of humanity; his houfe 


*¢ is fo remote, that any call from within, efpecially if the wind is high, might be long of 


“6 J have the honour to be, &e. 
« ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL.” 
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C HA P. nication between the forces that lay on each fide of the river was. 


V. 
u _ thus prevented, and Arnold found it impoflible to put his intentions 
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of the day before into execution. . 

On the fixth of May 1776, the reinforcement being landed, ge- 
neral Carleton fallied out upon the provincials, who fled with the 
utmoft fpeed, leaving behind them all their artillery and military 
ftores. Their veflels were at the fame time attacked and taken by 
the light-armed yeflels.of the Englith. Thus was the fiege of Que- 
bec raifed, after a duration of five months. The prifoners taken by 
general Carleton were treated with the greateft lenity ; while, on the 
other hand, the Americans, by their mifcondué,, entirely loft the 
affeGtions of the Canadians: A circumftance to which we are in 


fome meafure to impute the failure of their defigns. 


Bal Pe, Early in the fpring of this year, an expedition, by command of 
againit the j 
cae! fir Guy Carleton, was undertaken againft a place called the Cedars 


by captain Forfter, who commanded the. poft of Ofwagatchie. The 
Cedars is fituated about thirty miles from Montreal, to the weftward, 
on the river St. Laurence, about a mile from the Cafcade. This 
place is naturally ftrong: On the fouth the land firetches fo far into 
the river as to render the eaft and weft points inaccefible: The north 
part is the only one on which an attack can be made with any pro-’ 
bability of fuccefs. . | fg) 
uth Mey. On the eleventh of May captain Forfter departed from 
Ofwagatchie with two lieutenants, thirty-eight privates, ten v0- 
lunteers, and about one hundred and twenty Indians.  Arriv- 
ing on the fourteenth at the village of St. Regis, he convened a. 
council of the warrior chiefs, and endeavoured to prevail om them to 
afford him their afliftance in his intended expedition. “The chiefs, 
who had been tampered with by the enemy, at firft refufed to accom=— 
pany him, but at length permitted their young men. On the feven- 
reenth of May, having received intelligence that the Americans, to” = 


the 
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the number of four -hundred, were pofted at the church of the 
Cedars, but that they were ignorant of his expedition, he embarked 
his troops, and landed at ten o'clock at night at Point au Dhable, 
a place about fix miles from the Cedars. A party was immediately 
difpatched to reconnoitre the fituation of the enemy.. On the 
eighteenth captain Forfter proceeded, under cover of a-thick wood, 
within a mile of the fort, where he made the following difpofition: 
One company of privates, the volunteers, and one hundred Indians, 
were ordered‘ to take poffeffion of the wood, and to penetrate it 
as near as poffible to the enemy. Another body of one hundred 
Indians was at the fame time difpatched to the Falls at the entrance 
of the Cafcade, in order to cut off all communication with the 
ifland of Montreal. ‘This body on their march fell in with a de- 
tachment of the garrifon, who were returning with provifions from 
the Cafcade. At fight of the Britith troops they fled to the fort, 
with the lofs of one man. This was the firft certain intelligence 
received by the enemy of the approach of captain Forfter. 
A flag of truce was then fent to the fort, ordering the enemy to 
furrender themfelves prifoners of war. Major Butterfield, who 
‘commanded it, requefted four hours confideration. Conceiving that 
| this requifition originated only in a wifh to gain time, and being in- 
formed that’a colonel Biddel had been fent to obtain a reinforce- 
‘ment from Montreal, captain Forfter fent a fecond flag, faying that 
the Indians were at prefent perfetly under his command, and that 
if the garrifon furrendered immediately, he had no doubt but that 
they would agree to any thing he wifhed; but if the fort did not 
furrender, and any of the Indians fhould be killed, captain Forfter 
could not anfwer for the confequences. In reply to this requifition, the 


of being allowed to retire to Montreal. To this, captain Forfter 


commanding officer of the garrifon agreed to a furrender, on condition 


Lo 2 ae would 


17 
Cri AP, 
Vv 


eed 
1770. 


HISTORY. OF THRE 


would not confent. In the evening of the eighteenth a redoubt was 
thrown up at the edge of the wood, within five hundred yards of 
the fort. In the morning of the nineteenth captain Forfler ad- 
vanced within one hundred and twenty yards of the fort, and com- 
menced a heavy fire of mufketry, which continued till twelve 
o'clock, when the fort was furrendered, on condition of the lives 
of the enemy being preferved, and their baggage prevented from 
being plundered. In this attack one Indian was killed on the part 
of the Englith, The number of prifoners taken amounted, officers 


included, to three hundred and ninet; * On the twentieth of Ma 
y y> 
captain 


* Articles of Capitulation for furrendering the Cedars. 


« After the matureft deliberation on the cuftoms and manners of the favages in war, which 
difpofition of the Britith government, and ta 
fequence of the favages cuftom in former 


t of putting their pri- 


‘© T find fo oppofite and contrary to the humane 
‘ all civilized nations, and to avoid the inevitable con 
« war (which by their threats and menaces I find is not changed), tha 
‘6 foners to death, to difencumber themfelves in cafe of their being attacked by their enemy; I 
liance with the above difpofition in government and the diGates of 
following articles of agreement with brigadier- 
s employed by, and of the officers and fol- 
hofe rank and number fhall be endorfed 


‘‘ have therefore, 19 comp 
“« humanity, thought fit to enter into the 
s¢ general Arnold, in the name of the power he i 
‘¢ diers who fhall be releafed by this agreement, w 
s6 on this cartel. é 

ss sft, That there fhall be an exchange of prifoners faithfully made, returning an equal 
5 of the fame rank of thofe releafed by this agreement, as 
allowing a moderate time for cafualties 


a 
a 


number of his majefty’s troop 
foon as poffible, within the fpace of two months, 
s“ that may render the performance of this article impracticable. 

«« 2d, That the prifoners fhall be conduéted with fafety, and all poffible convenience and 
“ difpatch that circumftances will permit, to the fouth fhore of the river St- Laurence, from. 
«« which they are to repair to St. John, and return to their own countries immediately, with- 


46 out committing any watte or fpoil on their march thither, allowing ten or twelve to go to 


s Montreal, to tranfact their private affairs. 


ss 3d, That the prifoners fo returned fhall not, 
information to. government enemies, or to their adherents: 


wn 
nw 


under any pretext whatfoever, either in words, 


“ writing, or figns, give the leaft 


« now in arms, in the leaft prejudice to his majefty’s fervice. 
66 
Athy 
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captain Forfter being informed that a party of the enemy were ad- C HAE 


Ts 


vancing from Montreal to the fort, ordered one hundred Indians to W¥—~ 


take pofleflion of the woods on both fides of the road through 
which they were under the neceffity of pafling. ‘This detachment 
foon fell in with a party of the enemy, which, after a fhort con- 
-li&, in which one Indian was killed and three wounded, furren- 
dered at difcretion. The Indians immediately returned with their 
prifoners to the fort. On their arrival at the outfide of the works 
they halted, for the purpofe of putting them to death. Captain 
‘Forfter however, by his fpirited conduc, prevented them from put- 
ting this inhuman determination into execution, and, rifking the 


‘* ath, That the batteaux, or other conveniencies made ufe of to tranfport the prifoners to 
** the fouth fhore of the faid river, or the neceflary people to condu€t them, fhall return un- 
* molefted. 

‘* sth, That hoftages be delivered, for the performance of articles to the full, according 
** to the fenfe and fpirit of the agreement, without any equivocation whatfoever. 

“* 6th, That the fecurity of the fubfcribers be given to the inhabitants for all the wafte and 
 {poil committed by the detachment under colonel Biddel, on fair account attefted and figned 
“ being delivered, for which the hoftages are not to be anfwerable. 

‘s Tt being our full intention to fulfil the above articles, we mutually fign and interchange 
* them as affurances of performance. 


*s Given under our hands this 27th day of May, A. D. 1776. 


(Signed) : “« GEORGE FORSTER, 
«“ At Vaudreuil. * Captain, commanding the king’s troops.” 


“6 Article 2d, The prifoners fhall be fent to the fouth fhore of St. Laurence, within 
* one league of Caughnawaga, and from thence to St. John’s to their own country, except 
* twelve who have liberty to go to Montreal, for which purpofe fix days fhall be allowed, and 
4 hoftilities to ceafe on both fides. ; 

«* ath, Four captains fhall be fent to Quebec as hoftages, and remain there until prifoners 
* are exchanged. 

“ 6th, The continental troops, from principle, have ever avoided plundering. Upon proof 
4¢ being made of any wafte committed by colonel Biddel’s detachment, reparation fhall be 
made. 

“¢ Given under our hands this 27th day of May 1776. 
(Signed). “ B. ARNOLD, 
#* St. Ann’s. ‘¢ Brigadier-general of the continental troops.’* 
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: ae ate fafety ‘of his own men, depofited the prifoners in the fort, hav- 
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ing fatisfied his Indians by making them fome prefents. On the 
fucceeding day he advanced to Vaudr cuil, fituated about fix miles to 
the northward of the Cedars. On the twenty-fourth of May, hav- 
ing received intelligence that the enemy, under colonel Arnold, had 
potted themfelves at Lafhine, nine miles from Montreal, captain 
Forfter marched to attempt to diflodge him from it. He had ad- 
vanced within three miles of Lafhine, when he was informed that 
she number of the enemy amounted to fix hundred, which would 
be increafed to near treble that number on the fucceeding day. On 
this account he thought it prudent to retire to Vaudreuil, On the 
twenty-fixth of May colonel Arnold advanced up the river, with 
feven hundred men, to attack him. Captain Forfter immediately 
formed his men into three divifions, which were placed on three 


points of land that ftretched a little way into the river. The left 


point was occupied by the favages. The ground in that point was 
rather fwampy, and covered with wood almoft to the water’s edge. | 
The central point, which was open eround, was poffeffed by cap- 
tain Forfter; and the right point, fituated at the head of a danger- 
ous rapid, was defended by a body of Canadians: Another body of 
Canadians was alfo fituated on the ifle of Perrault, oppofite to the 
right point. The enemy firft made an attempt on the left point, 

but were repulfed. They next endeavouted to land in the central 
point, but were prevented. An attempt againft the third point was 
attended with the fame fuccefs. The enemy therefore relinquifhed _ 
their intentions, and returned to St. Ann’s, on the ifland of Mont- 
real, Captain Forfter finding himfelf now much encumbered by the 
number of his prifoners, and having received no intelligence of ge- 
neral Carleton’s arrival at Trois Rivieres, judged it expedient to enter 
into an exchange of prifoners with colonel Arnold. This cartel was 
afterwards broken by congrefs, on a pretence that captain Forfter had 
condudted himfelf towards the prifoners taken at the Cedars in a 
I cruel 
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eruel and inhuman manner. This pretence however, it fhould be 
mentioned in juftice to captain Forfter, had not the {malleft founda- 
tion. And in confirmation of the affertion, and of captain Forfter’s 
humanity, captain Sullivan, who had been taken prifoner, in a letter 
to his brother general Sullivan, exprefled his furprife at hearing that 
congrefs, inftead of redeeming him and the other hoftages, according 
to the cartel, had demanded captain Forfter to be delivered up. At 
the fame time he declared, in the moft folemn manner, that no man 
could behave with more humanity than that gentleman did after the 


furrender of the party to which he belonged *. 
General 


* Letter from E. Sullivan to major-general John Sullivan, member of congrefs. 


“ Dear Sir, Montreal, Aug. 4,°1776. 
“ T am permitted by his excellency, which is a favour I did not expeé to obtain, to inform 
«* you Iam well, as are the hoftages that are with me. Iam much furprifed to hear that the 
** congrefs, inftead of redeeming us according to the cartel, have not only refufed to do it, 
** but have demanded captain Forfter to be delivered up to anfwer his conduct in what they 
“are pleafed to term the maffacre at the Cedars. I would fain flatter myfelf that the con- 
“¢ grefs would never have thought of fuch unheard-of proceedings, had they not had a falfe 


a 
a 


reprefentation of the matter. Ido not think that I am under any reftraint when I fay, 
** and call that God who muft judge of all things to witnefs, that not a man living could have 
‘* ufed more humanity than captain Forlter did after the furrender of the party I belonged to; 
‘¢ and whoever fays to the contrary, let his ftation in life be what it will, he is an enemy to 
‘* peace, and a fallacious difturber of mankind. What reafon they can give for not redeem- 


‘¢ ing us I cannot conceive; if they are wrongly informed that the affair of the Cedars was a 


‘¢ maflaere, why do not they rather fulfil the cartel than let their hoftages remain in the hands | 


‘* of a mercilefs enemy ; or do they regard their troops only while the heavens make them’ 


“© victorious? 

“Were we in the hands of a rigorous power, as they would intimate, have they not 
“ every colour of juftice, after fo enormous a breach of faith, laden with chains, to 
‘« caft us into fome. horrid: place, and tell us tolangutth out our days under a fentence 
‘¢ paffed by our own people? If they fay that there is fome hidden reafon far beyond 
“ the reach of policy to find out, for could they fuppofe it policy to diftrefs his 
* majefty’s troops by retaining’ fuch a number of men from them, it would not only 
s be the breach of their faith that would threaten them; for confider the number of 
‘* prifoners already in the hands of the Britifh army, and alfo confider the chance of war 
‘“ that 
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General Carleton, now reinforced by an additional number of 
troops from England, haftened to Trois Rivieres, fituated half-way 
between Montreal and Quebec. That place, however, the Ame- 
ricans had deferted, and retreated as far as the river Sorrel, a diftance 
of one hundred and fifty miles. Here they halted,.and were joined 
by reinforcements fent by congrefs. On the ftrength of thefe they 
refolved to make an attempt on Trois Rivieres. On this expedition 
two thoufand men were difpatched under the command of general 
Thomfon. Coafting the lake St. Peter’s on the fouth fide, they pro- 
ceeded to the river Nicolet, which commences at the extremity of 
the lake, and difcharges itfelf into the river St. Laurence. ‘The 
banks of the Nicolet are covered with a thick wood. Here they re- 
mained all day. At night they crofled over to a place called Point 


-4© that may yet throw greater numbers into their hands. Will people reft content when they 


“ find their own rulers willing to let them remain prifoners in the hands of what they them- 
“« felves term (though unjuftly) a mercilefs people; or will they not, fired with refentment for 
‘© {uch inhuman treatment, take arms to fupprefs the power that regards them no longer than 
«« while their blood is fpilling in their fervice? If this, which appears too probable, fhould 
“ happen, confider whether thofe perfons will not be followed by a number of their friends, 
« which muft naturally make a great divifion in the colonies. Then take a view of Grea 

sé Britain and her allies pouring on you, and let the moft fanguine expecter in America there 
«« judge how long the colonies, thus divided, can ftand the fury of the combat. I know your 
1 influence has beet great, and for that reafon have written, that you may, if poffible, yet pre: 
«© yent America from being branded with the name of injuftice. If you fufpe& I write this 
« for the fake of getting my own liberty, your {ufpicions wrong me; it is not my confine- 
s ment, but the breach of a treaty; which even favages have ever held facred, that caufes me 
© to write. " 

« You will be fo kind as to convey the inclofed to my wife, and if ever I had fo much of 
«your love as to demand any favour of you, let this be the time I may implore your affiftance 
for my diftreffed wife and helplefs orphans. May God grant that I may once more fee them; 
till when, -& JT am 

{A true copy-) * Your affectionate brother, 
« EBEN. SULLIVAN.” 


A] 


ae 
a 


« To the hon. general John Sullivan, in Durham county, 
in New Hamphhire, near Portfmouth.” 
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du Lac, where they landed, and immediately proceeded to Trois © a 


177 


of 


Rivieres. A Canadian peafant, however, as foon as they had landed, W~—~ 


haftened before them to general Frazer at Trois Rivieres, to inform 
him of their operations. General Frazer immediately landed a body 
of troops and fome field-pieces, and prepared toreceive them. Ge- 
neral Nefbit, at the fame time, pofted his detachment in the enemy’s 
rear, and effectually cut off a retreat by the common road, while 
major Grant taking poffeffion of the bridge, rendered their efcape 
over the river De Loup impraéticable. 

On the arrival ofthe enemy at Trois Rivieres, a furious attack was 
commenced, which proved unfuccefsful. General Frazer repulfed 
them with great lofs; and their commander, general Thompfon, with 
about two hundred of his men, were taken prifoners. A large body, 


under the command of colonel Allen, who afterwards commanded a 


provincial regiment in his majefty’s fervice, knowing that their re- 
treat by the common road had been cut off, retired into a wood on 
their left, which was full of deep {wamps. Here they remained in 
great diftrefs till next day, when fir Guy Carleton, who had arrived 
from Quebec, ordering major Grant to relinquith the pofleflion of 
the bridge over the river De Loup, they fortunately effected their 
efcape. The enemy, however, were purfued by water, but for fome 
unknown reafon the purfuit was difcontinued on the arrival of the 
Britith troops at Sorrel. It was generally believed that if, inftead of 
coming to anchor, gerieral Carleton had continued the purfuit, which 
he might have dene, as the wind was as favourable as it could pof- 
fibly be, he would undoubtedly have arrived at Chamblée ten or 
twelve hours before general Sullivan, who was encumbered with 


heavy cannon and baggage. In this cafe Sullivan would -have been 


compelled to lay down his arms; general Arnold would have been 
intercepted at Montreal, where he remained till the fixteenth of June; 
Vor... Aa 
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and Ticonderoga, alfo, would have been taken, as no tfoops had 
been ftationed there for its defence. 

General Burgoyne, who had arrived with the laft reinforcements 
from England, now proceeded, in purfuit of the continental army, 
up the river to St. John’s, but under orders from general fir Guy 
Carleton, not to rifk an engagement, until he fhould be fuftained by 
another column on his right, dire&ted to proceed to Montreal. This 
great precaution; of the commander in chief gave the Americans an 
opportunity of making their efcape. 

The Americans had now entirely quitted Canada, having in their 
retreat from Montreal and St. John’s, croffed the lake Champlain, 
and ftationed themfelves at Crown Point; which pof it was not 
judged expedient by the Britifh commanders, at prefent, to attack. 

It has already been mentioned that Mr. Martin, governor of North 
Carolina, had been obliged to flee for fhelter, like the governors of 
other provinces, to a fhip. In this fituation, however, he was not 
inactive: He had, by means of his emiflaries, formed a junction be- 
tween fome Scotch emigrants, and a band of refolute unruly men, 
called Regulators, who had long lived in a wandering flate of 
independence, their chief occupation being that of hunting. 
The command of thefe parties was given to the colonels Mac- 
donald and Macleod, who, by the governors direction, erected 
the king’s ftandard, to which he fummoned all perfons to re- 
pair. This force was intended to act in conjunction with a body 
of troops expected early in the f{pring, which, however, did not 
arrive in time for co-operation. ‘The Highlanders were to march » 
down the northernmoft branch of Cape Fear to Wilmington, atown 
about twenty-four miles from the Fork, where they were to be met 
by the king’s troops, and fuch veffels of war, of eafy draught of wa- 


ter, as could come up there: A plan which, if it had been adhered 
to, 


a 
SANE rcv na et 


retin nn 
lata! 


en ae wens ad 


ach iSee Pecasi aaege 


a ee oh OO Oe = > _ s 
t Eee ys Rem gee pees ieee eae em 


AMERICAN WAR. rg 


to, bid fair to fecure the allegiance of the inhabitants of Cape Fear, CHA P. | 
and of confequence extending more or lefs influence over the other W-+~—— . 
parts of this province. In the mean time thofe who had ufurped 
the government, directed that fix regiments of continental troops 
fhould be raifed in North Carolina; one of which was to be fta- 
tioned at Wilmington, under the command of colonel James Moore, 
a man of the moft juft fame in that part of the province, who had 
formerly been lieutenant-colonel of provincials, under his majefty’s 
government; a man of an active, humane, and gallant difpofition, 
but little acquainted with military operations. On the other hand, 
the loyalifts were by no means ina@tive; a number of the inhabit- 
ants in the counties of Orange and Chatham, many of whom 
were formerly diftinguithed by the name of Regulators, agreed to 
act in concert with the Highlanders: In confequence of which, a 
council was formed of fome of the leaders of the back-country men, 
and the chiefs of the Highlanders. The governor appointed Mr. 
Macdonald to the command, with the rank of brigadier-general, and 
gave a lieutenant-colonel’s commiffion to Mr. Macleod, who was to 
be fecond in command. The other officers were nominated by the 
council, fuch as were moft agreeable to their leaders: It happened 
unfortunately, however, that general Clinton did not arrive as foon 
as was expected ; and in the month of January 1776, it was necef- 
fary to embody the loyalifts, as the only chance of keeping them 
fteady in their intentions, and which was to take place on‘a certain 
day, at the town of Crofs Creek, which they had fixed upon ‘as their 
head-quarters and place of rendezvous. Thefe operations, however 
fecretly they were intended to be carried on, did not elude the vigi- 
lance of the popular leaders; and as foon as it was known that thes”, 
loyalifts were embodying, the continental regiment at Wilmington, 
and fuch of the rebel militia as could be colleéted, were ordered’ to. 


march under the command of colonel James Moore, to intercept their: « 
Aa 2 progrefs 
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eee P. progrefs from Crofs Creek to Wilmington. The troops collected on 
sal lilt this occafion amounted to between eight and nine hundred, and they 
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marched up the north-weft of Cape Fear, without meeting any of the 
loyalifts, who remained embodied at Crofs Creek. The rebel troops 
croffed Rock-Fith, which is a creek with very high banks, and there 
is a bridge over its end, which is about fix miles from Crofs Creek; 
upon the weftern fide of this bridge the rebels encamped, and re- 
mained there for three days, during which time nothing took place 
but meflages by flags of truce, relative to fuch perfons as were oc- ~ 
cafionally taken prifoners by each party. 
It unfortunately happened that there were great divifions in the 
councils of the loyalifts. That unanimity, neceflary to vigorous and 
decided meafures, was wanting; and it may be prefumed they did 
not mean to act offenfively, unlefs impelled to it by neceflity; or 
otherwife the infecure and unfoldierly pofition that the rebels had 
taken, which was with a deep morafs and {wamp on their left, the 
north-weft river on their right, and the deep creek of Rock-Fish in 
their rear, added to the dread that at that period they entertained of 
the broad-fword, as well.as of the ufe the Highlanders had on for- 
mer occafions made of it, were circumftances too inviting to be neg- 


~Je&ted by any who were in the leaft acquainted with military ope- 
‘rations. . 


The loyaliftshad certainly nothing elfe in view but to {muggle 
themfelves down to Wilmington, regardlefs of what force they left 
in the rear, provided they met none in front to oppofe their pro- 
grefs; and, with this view, after wafting their time in fruitlefs in- 
tercourfe with the rebel party at Rock-Fith, they crofled the north- 
weft river at Cambleton and Gibfon’s ferries, intending to proceed to 
Wilmington, through a neck of land thinly inhabited, which is called 
Black River Road, and feparated by that river and the north-weft, 
and which leads to a place, fituated on the conflux of the north- 


eaft 
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eaft and north branches of Cape Fear, within half a mile of Wil- 
mington, and called Negro-Head Point. 


In the mean time, the embodying of the loyalifts had fpread abroad | 


through the province; and as foon’as ‘colonel Moore’s party had march- 


ed from Wilmington, a colonel Cafwell, who commanded one of the 


continental regiments in the neighbourhood of Newburn, collected 
about four or five hundred men, and with one two-pounder and two 
fwivels marched to’ the north-weft of Cape Fear, to act as occafion 
might require. Colonel Cafwell, whowas a fenfible difcerning man,and 
was reckoned one of the beft-woodfinen in the province, readily fore. 
faw that, if an engagement had taken place between the loyalifts and 
rebel party on the north-weft fide of Cape Fear, that their route would 
be by the Black River Road; and for that purpofe he marched to the 
road leading to Negro-Head Point, and croffed Moore’s Creek, which 
is about twelve miles from thence. 

In order to arreft the progrefs of the ing sues, at the fame time, co- 
lonel Moore, finding that the loyalifts had taken the other fide of the 
river, returned with his troops the fame way he went up, and 
crofling at the lower ferries, on the north-weft, effeted a junction 
with colonel Cafwell, who was at that time encamped on the north 
fide of Moore’s Creek bridge. The loyalifts had proceeded without 
interruption within half a mile of the rebel camp; and the night be- 
fore they intended to attack it, they fent a flag of truce, by way of 


zardous a one, as that which colonel Moore had placed himfelf in 
at Rock-Fith ; but the infecurity of their pofition did not efcape the 
vigilance of Mr. Cafwell; for as foon as night came on, he lighted 
up all his fires, which he left burning, in order to deceive the 
loyalifts, retreated over Moore’s Creek, took the planks off the bridge. 


and greafed the fleepers, which are only pafiable by one man at a 
| time, and placed his men about pity yards from the banks of the 
creek, 


getting intelligence of their fituation, and which was nearly as ha~ 
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Cc ah P. creek, behind trees, and {uch little intrenchments as in the courfe of 
i ——~_ the night they were able to throw up. 
if ae The loyalifts, on the other hand, flufhed with the accounts that 
7 their flag of truce brought them, determined to attack the rebels in 
their camp the next morning; and accordingly colonel Macleod, who 
t commanded the attack, feeing the fires in the rebel camp burning, —. 
and nobody there, concluded that the rebels had evacuated it through 
fear, and with about twenty-two of the Highlanders he got over 
the bridge, intending to attack them fword in hand. But he had 
no fooner reached the top of the bank than he received two or three 
bullets, and almoft inftantly expired; the remainder of the advanced 
party were all killed and wounded, except colonel Thomas Ruther- 
ford and captain Frafer, who efcaped unhurt. The loyalifts, difmayed 
at fecing a leader fall in whom they had fo much confidence, after 
firing off fome of their firelocks (which were levelled too high to 
do any execution), broke and difperfed, every one taking the nearelt 
way he could through the woods to his own home. Thofe from 
the back country were more fuccefsful in their retreat, as being bet- 
ter wood{men than the Highlanders, the leaders of whom were al- 
moft all taken, together with general Macdonald, and fent off under 
a guard to different prifons at the northward. The rebels had one 
or two flightly wounded ; the loyalifls, about eight killed and four- 
teen wounded, of whom the greater part died. And thus unfortu- 
nately ended the firft enterprife in the Carolinas in fupport of his 
majefty’s government. 
- Colonel Moore was afterwards a major-general in the rebel fer- 
vice, and colonel Cafwell was one of their governors; and both 
behaved with great lenity and moderation towards the loyalifts 
while they continued in power. The army of the loyalifls con~ 
fifted of about eighteen hundred. | 
. | The 
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_ The governors of the feveral colonies, in their reprefentations to C cot AP. 
the government of Great Britain, had adduced many reafons on ener 


which they founded the following fuppofitions: That on account 
of the infufficiency of ftrength in the different provinces, thofe who 
were well affected to Great Britain were reftrained from taking an 
active part againft the Americans; but that, if the mother-country 
would provide a refpe&table force to countenance and co-operate 
with them, they would immediately attach themfelves to her caufe. 
In confequence of thefe reprefentations, the fifteenth, twenty-eighth, 

thirty-third, thirty-feventh, fifty-fourth, and fifty-feventh regiments, 
with feven companies of the forty-fixth regiment, embarked from 
Cork, on the twelfth of February 1776, under the command of 
lord Cornwallis, in feveral tranfports under the convoy of fir Peter 
Parker. This is the force above alluded to, intended to co-operate 
with the loyalifts in North Carolina. After a long voyage of near 
three months, occafioned by the improper latenefs of their depar- 
ture from Great Britain, all the fleet, except fome few fhips, arrived 
at Cape Fear, in North Carolina, on the third of May. General Clin- 
ton, who had quitted Bofton in December, immediately took the 
command of the troops, and iflued a proclamation, in which he in- 
vited the inhabitants of the feveral colonies to return to their alle- 
giance, and to place themfelves under the prote€tion of the Britith 
government. 7 

The effe& produced by this proclamation was trifling, and the 
caufe of Great Britain acquired by it but a fmall addition of ad- 
herents. 

The remainder of the fleet being not yet arrived, general Clinton 
refolved to make a {mall diverfion, the principal obje&t of which 
_was to obtain a fupply of cattle, fheep, and vegetables. Four com- 

panies of light infantry, with the thirty-third and thirty-feventh re- 
giments, embarking in flat-bottomed boats, proceeded to the town of 


Brunf{wick, 


1776. 
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Brunfwick, fituated on a fmall river to the north-weftward of Cape 
Fear. On the approach of the troops the inhabitants abandoned 
their habitations, and after furprifing a party of the Americans, and 
fecuring a quantity of provifions, the detachment returned on board 
their refpeCtive fhips. It was expected that the troops from Ireland 
would have arrived two months earlier than they did. General 
Clinton’s orders were to try if any of the fouthern provinces would 
take up arms in favour of Britain; in which cafe he was to have 
left a body of troops to affift thofe loyalifts; but he was inftruded 
to repair with the remainder of the troops to New York harbour, 
by fuch time as it was probable that the commander in chief would 
arrive there, from Halifax, to begin the great operations for that 
campaign. The arrival of the troops at Cape Fear was fo tardy, 
that it was obvious that no time could be fpared fufficient to make a 
proper trial of the affections of any of thofe provinces. General 
Clinton, however, thought he might avail himfelf of the force col- 
le€ted under his command to attempt a fecondary purpofe, fuggefted 
by the information which reached him during his ftay in Cape Fear 
river, and which it was hoped might be completed within the time 
allowed him by his inftru€tions. The trade carried on from the 
harbour of Charleftown was the great fupport of the funds for the 


ee pwarlike preparations of the fouthern colonies. A fort built -on Sul 
St 


Zor. Yivan’s Uland prote@ed and commanded the channel of the harbour. 
fan Mand. C.The capture of that fort was the obje& of the expedition to South 


Carolina. The poffeffion of that fort would give to the Britith the 
entire dominion of the harbour of Charlefiown. ‘It was ‘therefore 
projected that, if the fort fhould be taken, a fufficient garrifon 
fhould be left for its defence ; but that. operations, for the -prefent, 

in this quarter, fhould be carried no farther. 
General Clinton having waited till the thirtieth of May for ‘the 
fhips he expected, refolved to wafte no more time, but to fet fail for 
3 2 South 
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South Carolina, Fortunately ore? thofe fhips joined him off C re 
Cape Fear, and the whole fleet now proceeding to Charleflown, es 
arrived there on the fourth of June. The general immediately tak- 777 My 
ing pofleflion of Long Iland, the loyalifts of which had been 4 ee 
difarmed by the Americans in January, encamped the troops | a 
upon it. | . 
Half a mile from Charleftown harbour the Americans had con~ if 
ftructed a ftrong fortification on Sullivan’s Ifland, which confifted 
of twenty-two thirty-two pounders, and was garrifoned by three ay 
hundred men. As it commanded the harbour, general Clinton re- owe spare I | 
folved to seeiens the reduction of it. BE ce, the Mie Bigs general,. Teo Sat 2 Se 
neral Clinton, and who had followed him through the feveral eae ntlnak gilt flat a 
vinces he had vifited, was at this period encamped on a {pot north-“@7"7 Keon ver uh sh way [ 
ward from Sullivan’s Ifland, with which he held a communication/@5 cDerstood ak 
_by a bridge of boats. Two batteries of cannon and mortars, con- EG ig fer 
{tructed on the point of Long Ifland to anfwer thofe of the enemy, 
and to co-operate with the floating batteries deftined to cover the ee eee, con Bl « ; 
landing of the troops on Sullivan’s Ifland* being completed arn Crevmiand ey 
it was determined to commence the reduction of the fort “e2ed Sor - fo vie 
on the twenty-eighth of June. At half paft ten o’clock in thee ai ah Rigel 
morning fir Peter Parker, in the Briftol, made the fignal for action as ioe: we . 
to the following fhips—the Experiment of fifty guns; the Adtive, weep hd. is pes he frsent? ote 
Solebay, Actezon, Syren, and Sphynx, frigates; the Thunder4cv ee: 
bomb, and the Friendfhip armed fhip of twenty-four guns. At a brnhe Key te) LO, © apna i 
quarter paft eleven, all the fhips having got fprings upon their ca Re ea _— || 
bles, began a moft tremendous. fire upon the fort. Three of the 


— 


frigates, the A€teon, Syren, and Sphynx, got aground. The two laf 
however hove off, but the firft ftuck-faft, and was fet on fire on the 
fucceeding morning, in order to prevent her ling into the hands 
of the enemy. 
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CHAP. At the famé time that the fleet began firing, the batteries on Long 
Suman Ifland opened. At twelve o'clock the light-infantry, grenadiers, and 
the fifteenth regiment, embarked in boats, the floating batteries and 
armed craft getting under way at the fame time to cover their land- 
ing on Sullivan’s [land. Scarcely, however, had the detachment 
proceeded from Long Ifland, before they were ordered to difembark, 
and return to their encampment: And it muft be confeffed that, if 
they had landed, they would have had to ftrugele with difficulties 
almoft infurmountable. The ground on which the fort ftood was 
infulated by a broad and deep trench cut acrofs the ifland, and this 


cana) , under, the immediate comms and of the a of Fort a 
CEL Ar1w Vo, Lecod eo LayuirP Bi Arartyer onl 
n heiein time che“ihife continued an urremitting fire upon 


the fort. Between one and two o’clock the fire of the enemy flack- 
ened for a fhort time, owing to a want of ammunition. Having 
obtained however a frefh fupply, their fire was renewed, and ceafed 
J not till between nine and ten o’clock. In this day’s attack the 

inges. ices wi Aoriftol and Experiment fuffered moft; the fire of the enemy being 
Cee Kad Lied ol tod J ees y directed againft them, rey were left almoft wrecks upon 


oun. Vaughan, 60 adte water. Early on the morning of the twenty-ninth, the light- 


ic we eos | the gas vinfantry, grenadiers, and the fifteenth regiment, were again embark- 


b L800 , the Roof coh arcoted, and almoft immediately afterwards ordered to difembark. In 
{ ael on Chin vce but afr this inactive ftate did affairs remain till the fifteenth of July, when 


hes ey Te arb ders were iffued to the troops to embatk on board the tranfports. 
| fn fs ; ssp od CGunoboif H. Clinton had been greatly deceived in his information. The 
( a ie a aa was not fordable in the rear of the fort; for fir Henry 
Fret tide ye Ve Zopnd feveral other officers waded up to their fhoulders, and then, ~ 
vp ia Io I a on ides that use oe of water wea tate — On 


i eh La i ee ee d that thee | tet 3 in the water fo faft that ‘hee muft fink. The A 
de Care And LAS ak officers and men of the artillery who were in them had nearly been i 
(ge loft. ES SPA fhips oo at too great a ay ailihe pee have gone 
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much nearer, and, if they had, would have done great execution © Ae P. 
by pouring broadfides into the fort; but their diftance was fuch that W\—v 


they did little or no damage to the fort. ‘The Americans were much 
elated upon this fuccefs, which confiderably inflamed the fpirit of 
revolt.. ; 

On the twenty-firft, the army failed for New York, under the 
convoy of the Solebay frigate, the reft of the fleet being under the 


neceflity of remaining to refit, Thus ended an expedition from 
which the friends of government had predicted the moft beneficial 
confequences,, . 
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Procecdings of Congrefs—Declaration of Independence—Arrival of 
Lord Howe from England—Battle of Long Iland—Overtures on 
the part of the Britifo Commanders for Peace.—1776. 


T will be remembered that early in the fummer of 1775 con- 
erefs had voted that the affemblies of the feveral colonies fhould 
give inftructions to their delegates relative to the independence of 
America. However premature fuch a vote might be thought at 
that period by moderate men, the fubfequent fuccefs of the Ame-_ 
rican arms had entirely overcome their objeCtions to its tendency, 


and had paved the way for another vote more open and more ample 


in its nature. . 
On the fifteenth of May 1776 it was refolved “ to recommend to” 
the various affemblies and conventions in the United States of Ame- 
rica, where no form of government adequate to the exigencies of 
affairs had yet been adopted, to eftablifh fuch a conftitution as fhould _ 
be moft conducive to the public welfare and fecurity.” This vote — 
was immediately publifhed in the Penfylvania Gazette, with a pre- 
amble, ftating that, as “* his Britannic majefty had, with the con- 
currence of his parliament, excluded the inhabitants of the colonies 
from his protection,” it was deemed neceflary and expedient to fup- 
prefs and abolifh the power and conftitution which had been derived 
from that fource. . 
The affemblies of the colonies readily complied with the recom- — 
mendations of congrefs, except Maryland, whole delegates, together 
with 


» 
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with the Penfylvania affembly, feceded from congrefs. Virginia, 
however, feemed to poffefs more of the fpirit that animated the 
congrefs than the other provinces; for on the day on which the 
above refolution paffed at Philadelphia, the aflembly of Virginia, 
which was then fitting at Williamfburg, inftructed their delegates to 
_ propofe a refolution of a fimilar tendency to that of congrefs;_ap- 
pointing at the fame time a committee to prepare the plan of a new 
conftitution, They alfo publithed the following declaration of 
rights : 

1. That all men are born equally free, poffefling certain natural 


rights, of which they cannot by any compact deprive their pof | 


terity. 

2. That all power is vefted in the people, from whom it is de- 
rived, 

3. That they have an unalienable indefeafible right to reform, 
alter, or abolifh, their form of government at pleafure. 

4. That the idea of an hereditary firft magiftrate is unnatural and 
abfurd ;—and, 

5. That no government, independent of, or feparated from, the 
government of Virginia, ought to prevail within the limits of 
Virginia. 

In purfuance of the recommendation of congrefs, moft of the 
provinces had inftrudted their delegates on the fubje& of inde- 


pendence. The cataftrophe was now at hand, and on the fourth of 


- July 1776, America was fevered for ever from Great Britain by a 
refolution, which, after enumerating the feveral grievances already 
ftated, declared, ‘‘ that, on account of the king of Great Britain 
having refufed to redrefs them, the inhabitants of the United Colo- 
nies were thereby difcharged and abfolved from all allegiance and 
obedience to him.” 

Previoufly 
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Previoufly to the pafling of this refolution it had been difpatched. 
to the different provincial affemblies, in order that it might be ra- 
tified immediately after it had pafled the congrefs. No oppofition 
was made on this account in any of the provinces, except in Mary- 
land, where the ratification was reje€ted by the aflembly, who or- 
dered their delegates to fecede from congrefs. A body of the people 
however obliged them to return immediately, and the affembly were 
compelled to ratify the important refolution. This unanimity was 
in a great degree produced by the numerous publications that ap-. 
peared about this period. Of thefe the moft diftinguifhed was a 
work entitled Common Senfe, the author Mr. Thomas Paine, who 
has fince rendered his name fo famous on the theatre of Europe, 
and of the world. Such were the meafures which America had 
adopted previoufly to the arrival of lord Howe from England. 


The army having now fufficiently recovered from the fatigue and 
ficknefs produced by their confined fituation in Bofton, departed 
from Hallifax on the eleventh of June, and proceeded to Sandy 
Hook, to wait for the arrival of the reinforcements from Europe. 
It may not be unneceflary to mention here, that it was the general 
opinion that fir William Howe fhould have gone to Long Ifland 
inftead of Hallifax ; the foldiers might then have been fupplied from 
the ifland with cattle in abundance, and if there had been no tents 
they might have been hutted, as the Americans were, and by that 
means have been enabled to have opened the campaign much earlier.. 
The army reached Sandy Hook on the twenty-ninth of June. Ge-. 
neral Howe, who had been there for fome time, had received 
from major-general Tryon,. the governor of New York, who had. 
been obliged to take refuge on board a man of war, the fol- 
lowing account of the fituation of the Americans in that pro- 
vince: 


Having 
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Having obtained undoubted information that the Britifh arnia- C iS. P, 

ments were to be directed againft New York, they were endeas Wy * ; 
vouring, by ftrong entrenchments, both there and on Long Hand, mais 
‘to obftru& the paflage of the fleet up the north and eaft rivers, To. 

increafe thefe impediments, chains of funken veflels were laid in 
_ various parts of the channel. They had alfo magazines of warlike 
ftores, and a large train of artillery. In confequence of this inform- 
ation, and certain that fuccours from England would foon arrive, 
general Howe refolved to wafte no more time at Sandy Hook, but 
to proceed with the army to Staten Ifland, fituated oppofite 
to Long Ifland, where he could watch the operations of the 
enemy. Accordingly, onthe third of July, he landed the troops on » 
the Ifland without oppofition, the enemy abandoning it on his ap- i 
proach. The troops thus landed, confifted of two battalions of oN 
light-infantry, two of grenadiers, the fourth, fifth, tenth, feven- | 
teenth, twenty-fecond, twenty-third, twenty-feventh, thirty-fifth, 
thirty-eighth, fortieth, forty-fecond, forty-third, forty-fourth, forty- 
fifth, forty-ninth, fifty-fecond, fifty-fifth, fixty-third, and fixty-fourth 
regiments of foot, and part of the forty-fixth and feventy-firft regi- 
ments, and the feventeenth regiment of light dragoons. There were 
befides two companies of volunteers raifed at New York, confifting of 
one hundred men each. The total amount was nine thoufand men. 
It had been determined to land on Long Hand; but upon further 
confideration it was thought more advifable to wait for the arrival 
of the troops from Europe, and to land in the mean time upon — 
Staten land. ms i 

On the firft of July lord Howe, and the long-expected fuccourgs ONevoboas hago of A ale 

_ from England, arrived at Sandy Hook, and_ thence proceeded to @v2€. | 
Staten Ifland. The reinforcement brought from England amount- 
ed, with the troops already in America, to near thirty thoufand 
men. ‘The late arrival of this reinforcement is to be particularly 


lamented, 
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lamented, becaufe, for fome time before this period, general Wafh- 
ington’s army did not amount to nine thoufand men fit for duty; 
two thoufand of whom were entirely deftitute ef arms. It muft 
therefore be fufficiently apparent, that moft important advantages 
would have accrued to the Britith caufe if the campaign had com- 
menced two months earlier than it did. ‘The American army muft 
then have been inevitably overwhelmed by the fuperiority of num- 
bers and of difcipline oppofed to it. So well convinced was colonel 
Jofeph Read, the American adjutant-general, of this fuperiority, 
that, in a letter toa member of congrefs, he {tated the amount of 
the American army to be lefs than eight thoufand men, “ all of 
“whom, from the general to the private, were exceedingly difcou- 
“ couraged.” Lord Howe had been appointed to the command of 
the fleet deftined to co-operate with his brother general Howe, 
with the unanimous approbation of the people of England. What- 
ever may be thought of lord Howe asa naval commander, there 
was a certain hauteur and frigid referve in his deportment that but 
ill qualified him for the office of a foother'and a mediator between. 
two contending parties, irritated againft each other almoft to a degree 
of madnefs. His lordfhip brought with him a commiffion. 
fanctioned by parliament, empowering him and his brother 
to treat with the Americans. Their powers were. ample 
and extenfive. They were invefted with the ability of making. 
peace or of continuing the war—of receiving the fubmiflion of 
all or any one of the colonies—of pardoning or of punifhing 


delinquents. 


L. wvur'eafe, At this period, the celebrated Dr, Franklin, who had for many years 


refided in England as agent for the colonies of Maffachufets and Pen- 
fylvania, retiring to America foon after his difmiffion from his office 
of joint poft-mafter-general of America, was a leading member of the 


congrefs, To him lord Howe addreffed a letter foon after his arrival. In 
: Oren ge 
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ithe informed him of the nature of his commiflion; expreiling, atthe © 
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. Jame time, hopes that he would find in America the fame difpofition no basen 
TT ]O- 


for peace that he brought with him, and concluding with requeft- 
ing his aid to accomplith this defired end. Dr. Franklin, in anfwer, 
informed his lordfhip, that, preparatory to any propofitions of amity 
or peace, it would be required that Great Britain fhould acknow- 
ledge the independence of America, defray the expences of the war, 
and indemnify the colonies for burning their towns. This, how- 
ever, he {tated to be only his own opinion, and that what he had faid 
was not authorifed by thofe in whom the Americans had inveited 
the power of peace or war. Lord Howe alfo addrefled a circular 
letter, accompanied with a declaration, to feveral of the late governors 
of the provinces, acquainting them with the power with which he 
-wasinvefted. Thefe letters and the declaration were forwarded to con- 
grefs, and publifhed inthe different newfpapers: At the fame time. 
his lordfhip opened a correfpondence with general Wafhington, 
which produced no beneficial confequence to the Britith caufe. 


Lord Howe and his brother, unwilling to accede to thofe condi- 
‘tions which had been ftated by Dr. Franklin to be the only terms 
that would be accepted, and feeing, from the declaration of independ- 
ence, and the vigorous preparations of the enemy, that nothing lefs 
would be accepted, refolved to commence hoftilities immediately. 
The troops under general Clinton, from the fouthward, having 
joined the grand army, the campaign opened on the twenty-fecond 
of Auguft. A divifion of four thoufand men, under the command 
of general Clinton, landed without oppofition in Gravefend Bay, 
Long Ifland, to the right of the Narrows, their difembarkation be- 
ing covered by three frigates and two bomb-ketches: This divifion 
having landed without refiftance, the reft of the army and artillery 
were alfo landed. The advanced party of the enemy fled at the ap- 
proach of the army, fetting fire, on their retreat, to all the houfes and 
Wor. Cec granaries, 
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CH AP. oranaries, and feeking refuge in the woody heights that commanded 


the way which the Englifh were under the neceflity of pafling. 
The Englith poffeffed an extent, reaching from the Narrows through 
Cravefend and Utrecht. The Americans, to the number of fifteen 
thoufand, were pofted on a peninfula, between Mill Creek, a little 
above Red Hook, and an elbow of the river, called Wallabach 
Bay. They had conftruéted ftrong fortifications oppofite to New 
York, from which they were feparated by the Eaft River, at the 
diftance of a mile. A line of intrenchment from the Mill Creek 
enclofed a large fpace of ground, on which flood the American 
camp. This line was not only fecured by abbatis, but flanked by 
ftrong redoubts, and lined with {pears or lances provided againtft 
afflault. From this poft ten thoufand men, under the command of 
general Putnam, were detached. Their obye& was to occupy the 
heights which obliquely interfected the ifland, and to defend againft 
the progrefs of the Englifh, the defiles which led through thofe hills, 

Oppofite the centre of Putnam’s line ftood, in the plain, the vil- 
lage of Flat Buth. To this town the Heffians, under general De 
Heifter, were advanced, occupying entirely the attention of the 
Americans, and frequently fkirmifhing with their patroles. In the 
mean time fir Henry Clinton and fir William Erfkine, having re- 
connoitred the pofition of the enemy, faw that it would not bea 
difficult matter to turn their left flank, which would either oblige 
them to rifk an engagement, or to retire under manifeft difadvantage. 
This intelligence being communicated to fir William Howe, he con- 
fented to make the attempt. Accordingly the right wing of the 
Englith army moved, confifting of a ftrong advanced corps, com- 
manded by general Clinton, fupported by the brigades under lord 
Percy. The commander in chief himfelf marched with this corps, 
which quitted its camp at nine o’clock at night on the twenty-fixth 


of Auguft, croffing the country, by Flat Lands, in order to fecure 
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Engraved for Stedman's Hiftory of the American War, 
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a pafs over the heights of Guiana, on the road to Bedford. ls 
This pafs the enemy had neglected to fecure by detachments, on U~—~ 
account of its great diftance. In order to watch it, however, they 
fent out occafional patroles of cavalry: But one of thefe being in- 
tercepted by a Britifh advanced guard, the pafs was gained without 

any alarm being communicated to the Americans. At nine o’clock eet 

in the morning the Britith paffed the heights and reached Bed- or Brooklyn. 

ford. An attack was immediately begun on the enemy’s left; 

they made but a feeble refiftance, and retired from the woody gr ounds _, ; Br Aa 
to their lines, into which they threw themfelves in ¢ evident conta 4 MMM ot 
pi It is to be lamented that this advantage was not purfued ; for Wi pe Oe he A 

in the confufion into which the enemy were thrown by the ra- Ca ane c 
pid march ofthe Englifh army, a moft decifive vidtory would have ; 
undoubtedly accrued to the Britifh arms. The works of the enemy 

could not have refifted an attack, when it is confidered that it might 

have been made by that part of the army under fir William Howe, 

which had not been engaged, and which therefore poflefled a ma- 

nifeft fuperiority over troops fatigued by conteft, exhaufted by hard 

labour, and difheartened by partial defeat. 

As foon as the firing on the enemy’s left was heard, general De Heif- 

ter, with a column of Heffians from Flat Bufh, attacked the centre of 

the Americans. After a warm engagement the enemy was routed and 

driven into the woods, with the lofs of three pieces of cannon. The 

left column, led by general Grant, advancing from the Narrows by the 

edge of the bay, in order to divert the attention of the enemy from 

the principal attack on the right, about midnight fell in with, their 

advanced guard, ftationed at a ftrong pafs, which, however, they im- 

mediately abandoned, and retired to a very advantageous poft, where’ 

they kept their ground.. On the advancement of the Englifh, a 

furious cannonade commenced on both fides, which was continued 

with labpieiesc 8 perfevérance ‘till’ the enemy heard the firing’ at Bed- 
| gem ford. 
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Cc = me P. ford. The Americans in this quarter did not attempt to retire until, 
Peas Bt they received news of the total rout of the reft of their army. Ap- 


prehenfive then of being unable to regain their lines, they made a 
fudden movement to fecure a retreat, by crofling a morafs to Milf 
Creek, which covered the right of their works. But this movement 
was made in much diforder and confufion; general Grant, however, 
did not take adequate advantage of it, for had he moved rapidly to 


the edge of the morafs, through which, and over a mill-dam, the — 
_ principal part of them efcaped, the greateft_number of the detach- 


ment, as well as of thofe who fled from Flat Buth, muft have either 
been drowned or taken prifoners, 

Thus ended the operations of the day : Victory was certainly on 
the fide of the Englifh; but it was not fo decilive as it might have 


been, owing to the reftri@tions impofed by the commander in chief. 
The lofs of the Americans'was great. ‘Two thoufand were. either: 


killed on the field, drowned, or taken prifoners: And among the 
latter, generals Sullivan, Udell, and lord Sterling. The Maryland 
regiment fuffered moft feverely, having loft upwards of two hundred 
and fixty men; which was much regretted, as that regiment was 
compofed of young men of the beft families in the country. The 


royal army took fix pieces of brafs ordnance. The lofs on the part 
of the Englith did not exceed three hundred in killed and wounded 5 


of which number between fixty and feventy were killed. Among 
the killed was lieutenant-colonel Grant, of the fortieth regiment 


among the wounded, lieutenant-colonel Monckton, The Britifh. 
troops, on this occafion, difplayed great activity and valour: So im-) 


petuous was their courage, that it was not without difficulty that 


they could be reftrained from attacking the American lines; and. 
had they been permitted to go on, in the judgment of moft men, 


including fir William Howe himfelf, they would have carried them. 


“ But,” fays the general, “ as it was apparent that the lines muft 
“* become 
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“* become ours, at a very cheap rate, by regular approaches, [ © H A P. 


VI. z 
** would not rifk the lofs that might have been fuftained in the U4 
“¢ affault, and ordered them back to a hollow way, out of the i 
“ yeach of the mufquetry.” set ioe "ha taver tap me: 
COAF@Ws Offi2eer17 ln hoor 


Qn the evening of the twenty-feventh, our army encamped IM fen gemrengl ofetea con. anota, (fA 
front of the enemy’s lines; and on the twenty-eighth broke ground ante S oe Po fone 
about fix hundred yards frond one of the redoubts on the left. WHS Pen Lact cle ee oe 
Americans, finding that it was impoffible to maintain their poft Bey eg cen ta 
Long Ifland, evacuated their lines on the twenty-ninth, and made‘? me Fil ke on 
good their retreat to New York. At firft the wind and tide were both,” 7. 
unfavourable to the Americans; nor was it thought poffible that Menge oa Y, 
they could have effeCted their retreat on the evening of the prea wv ih ELC. 
ninth, until about eleven o’clock, the wind fhifting, and the fea be- 
coming more calm, the boats were enabled to pafs. Another re- : 
markable circumftance was, that on Long Ifland hung a thick fog, 
which prevented the Britifh troops from difcovering the operations 
of the enemy; while on the fide of New York the atmofphere was Y 
perfectly clear. The retreat was effected in thirteen hours, though 
nine thoufand men had to pafs over the river, befides field artillery, 
ammunition, provifions, cattle, horfes, and carts. 

The circumftances of this retreat were particularly glorious to the 
Americans. ‘They had been driven to the corner of an ifland, where 
they were hemmed in within the narrow fpace of two fquare miles. 
In their front was an encampment of near twenty thoufand men; in lA 
their rear, an arm of the fea, a mile wide, which they could not crofs, 
but in feveral embarkations. Notwithftanding thefe difficulties, they 
fecured a retreat without the lofs of a man. ‘The pickets of the 
Englifh army arrived only in time to fire upon their rear-guard, al- 
ready too far removed from the fhore to receive any damage. Sir. 

William Howe had early intelligence fent him of the retreat of the 
a Americans 3 


HLS FOR YWeO Wid 


- Americans; but a confiderable time had elapfed before a purfuit 


was ordered. Sir William Howe at length, however, defired lord 
Percy to order a purfuit; but it was too late. The enemy had 
effected their retreat, which was rendered lefs hazardous from 
the want of frigates in the Eaft River between Long Ifland and New 


York. Had any armed fhips been ftationed there, it would have been 


impoffible for them to have made their efcape. The Eaft River is deep 
enough for a feventy-four gun fhip to ride at anchor. Wafhington 
thought himfelf happy in getting fafe with his papers from Long 
Ifland, having croffed to New York in a fmall boat. Had two or 
even one frigate moored as high up as Red-Hock, as the Phoenix 
and Rofe men of war had done before, the one carrying forty-four 
euns, and the other twenty-eight, the retreat of the Americans 
would have been cut off moft completely; and indeed fo decided 
were the Americans themfelves in this opinion, that, had only a 
fingle frigate been ftationed in the Eaft River, they muft 
have furrendered at difcretion. Itis to be obferved, that in the 
very fame boats in which the Americans crofled from New York to 
Long Ifland, they re-croffed after their defeat from Long Ifland to 
New York, the boats having lain for-three days on the Long 
Ifland fhore iri readinefs to carry them off. Now it is evident that 
this {mall craft, by the above precaution, might have been ef- 

fectually deftroyed. | 
In reviewing the aGtions of men, the hiftorian is often at a lofs to 
conjecture the fecret caufes that gave them birth. It cannot be de- 
nied but that the American army lay almoft entirely at the will of 
the Englith. That they were therefore fuffered to: retire in fafety, 
has by fome been attributed to the reludtance of the commander in 
chief to fhed the blood of a people fo nearly allied to that fource 
from whencc he derived all his authority and power. We are rather 
inclined 
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inclined to adopt this idea, and to fuppofe motives of miftaken © eas 


policy, than to leave ground for an imagination that the efcape a 
70. 


of the Americans refulted from any want of exertion on the 
part of fir William Howe, or deficiency in the military fcience. 
He might poffibly have conceived that the late viGtory would 
produce a revolution in fentiment capable of terminating the 
war without the extremity which it appeared to be, beyond all 
poflibility of doubt, in his power to enforce. 

About this time a reinforcement arrived under the command of 
fir George Collier, after a very long paflage, occafioned by their 
too late departure from England. 

The Englith army, being now in poffeffion of Long Ifland, com- 

manded New York; and Governor’s Ifland, being of courfe no 
longer tenable by the enemy, was alfo evacuated on the night of 
the thirtieth of Auguft. Two brigades of Heffians, and one Britith 
brigade, being left at Bedford, the reft of the army was pofted at New 
Town, Hell Gate, Buthwick, and Fluthing. On that part of Long 
Ifland oppofite Horan’s Hook, where the enemy had thrown up a 
{trong work, two batteries were erected. This work commanded 
Hell Gate, a paflage between the iflands of Buchanan, Montrefor, 
and the Two Brothers, into the Sound which feparates Long Ifland 
from New York and the Conneéticut fhore. The Englifh bat- 
teries in a fhort time not only filenced the fire of the enemy 
from the work, but broke it up entirely, and rendered it utterly in- 
defenfible. 

In the Sound are three fmall iflands, Barren, Montrefor, and 
Buchanan, which are only ufeful inafmuch as they can awe 
veflels pafling through the Sound. Of thefe the Englith took 
potlefion; and thus was ail communication with New York pre- 
vented by fea. 
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Whilft thefe operations were catrying on, general Sullivan, who 


wv _ had been taken prifoner on Long Ifland, was difmiffed on his-parole, 


1770. 


Overtures on 4 


the part of 
the Britifh 
commanders 
for peace. 


nd difpatched to Philadelphia at his own requeft, in order to fub- 
mit fome propofitions to congrefs. In thofe propofitions lord 
Howe expreffed a wifh to enter into conferences with feveral mo- 
derate members of congrefs, not as deputies from an independent 
ftate, but as private gentlemen of influence in the different colonies. 
In thefe conferences preliminaries were to be fettled, on which an 
accommodation of the differences between the two countries was to 
be founded. As an inducement to congrefs to comply with thefe 
propofitions, it was ftrongly infifted that fo favourable a crifis as the 
prefent would not again occur; inafmuch as neither party had 
been reduced to a ftate of humiliation by compulfory means, nor 
to a fituation where aflent or ruin was the only alternative. 


The congrefs, in reply to this meflage, acquainted his lordfhip that 
it was inconfiftent with their dignity to fend any of their members to 
confer with him in a private capacity; and requefted that they 
would depute a committee to learn whether his lordfhip had autho- 
rity to treat with perfons commiffioned by congrefs, and that they 
would receive what propofals he was commanded to offer. Accord- 
ingly a committee, confifting of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Mefirs. 
John Adams and Edward Rutledge, was appointed to wait on lord 
Howe at Staten Ifland. No advantage could be expected to accrue 
to the mother-country from fuch a committee ; the members of it 
being men whofe principles were violent in the extreme, and who 
fought every opportunity of reducing the parent-ftate to humiliat- 
ing and mortifying fituations. In the outfet of the conference lord 
Howe ftill adhered to the contents of the meflage carried to con- 
erefs by general Sullivan, viz. ‘ that though his powers did not 
“ extend fo far as to treat with the above gentlemen, as a committee 


“© deputed 
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“ deputed by congrefs, yet he was empowered: to enter into a con- © ee P. 
“ fultation on the means of reconciling the differences between Great W-+\— 
“ Britain and America with any gentleman of influence and im- ae 
** portance.” As foon as his lordfhip had made this declaration, the 
committee informed him that they fhould not a in any other 
character than that with which congrefs had invefted them: Never- 
thelefs they wifhed to hear any propofals he might have to make. 
His lordfhip then informed them that the moft ardent with of the 
king and government of Great Britain, was, to put an end to the 
diflenfions at prefent exifting between the parent-ftate and the colo- 
nies. ‘To accomplifh this defire, every at of parliament which had 
been thought obnoxious to the latter fhould undergo a revifal, and 
every juft caufe of complaint fhould be removed, if the latter would 
declare her willingnefs to fubmit to the authority of the Bntith go- : 
vernment, 

In reply to this offer the committee declared, that an acknowledg- 
ment of the fuperiority of Great Britain could not now be ex- EE clooy rie fife ove Vege 
pected. They recalled to his lordthip’s remembrance the many pe- Mar pe fret SE < Br gerer ce yy 
titions that had been prefented by the colonies to parliament and the “““ By ieee O het op } | 
king, all of which, particularly the laft, had been treated with dif- | i 
refpect and contempt. They reminded him that it was not Ame- 
rica that had fevered herfelf from Great Britain; but Great Britain 
| that had feparated herfelf from America... The latter had never de- 
clared herfelf independent till the former had denounced war againtt me 
her, and thereby rendered fuch a declaration indifpenfably neceflary. ) 
Befides, even if congrefs withed to replace America in her former 
fituation, fhe could not carry thefe wifhes into execution;. for the 
declaration of independence had been made in confequence of the 
congregated voice of the whole people, by whom alone it could be 
invalidated and abolifhed. But though the Americans defired not 
Vou, I. Noe ee to 


HES O RYE? Ot hie 


CH A P. to return under the domination of England, yet they were willing 


VI 


to enter into any treaty that fhould be deemed advantageous to both 


Eafe 


countries. From this declaration of the committee, it required very 
little penetration to difcover that America was refolved to enter into 


no accommodation; but to procure the acknowledgment of her in- 


dependence by force. Immediately therefore on being furnifhed 
with this anfwer, lord Howe put an end to the conference. 

When the deputies returned to congrefs they made the following 
report:— That it was their opinion that lord Howe’s commiffion 
“ did not contain any other powers than thofe of granting pardons, 
“ and of receiving all, or any one, of the colonies into the prote@tion 
“ of the Britifh government, upon fubmiffion. With regard to treat- 
“ ing with congrefs, the commiffioners were totally filent, on account 
“ of their being forbidden to acknowledge the authority of that af- 
“ fembly, and empowered only to treat with the members of it in 
“ their private characters, as men of abilities, weight, or importance.” 
The commiflioners being therefore thus limited in their powers, 
no firm reliance could be placed on any terms they might 
propofe or accede to *. Though lord Howe had been thus unfuc- 
cefsful in his propofitions to the congrefs committee, he thought it 
neceffary to publith a declaration to the people of America, wherein, 
after glancing at the anfwer returned by that committee tq his offers 
of reconciliation, he acquainted them that the parent-ftate was 
willing to receive into its bofom and proteation all who might be 
willing to return to their former fubmiffion and obedience. His_ 
lordfhip was certainly induced to adopt this meafure from the con- 
viétion that a majority of the inhabitants of America were decided- 


* It was confidently afferted at Philadelphia that Mr. Rutledge, upon his return, declared 
that the whole of what had paffed between lord Howe and the committee had not been made 
public, i ¢. the whole of what had been offered by lord Howe. 
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ly in favour of entering into an accommodation of the differences 
between the two powers; and this conviction was by no means 
ill-founded. This declaration however produced but little effect, 
for thofe who refolved to accede to nothing fhort of an acknowledg- 
ment of the independence of America had acquired the fole ma- 
nagement of affairs, and had concentered in themfelves all the 
powers and refources of the country. 
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The Americans retreat, and the Englifh Ariny takes poffefion of New 
York—The Americans greatly di/bearteneda—Defign to burn New 
York partly executed —Various Skirmi/hing—Battle of Wi bite Plains. 


ONVINCED now that all pacific meafures would be ineffectual, 
lord Howe refolved to adopt other meafures. It has been be- 
fore faid that when the provincial forces retreated from Long Ifland 
they took fhelter in New York. Here they employed themfelves in 
erecting batteries, and throwing up intrenchments, in order to 
annoy the Britith fhipping. Both armies were divided by the Eaft 
River, the breadth of which, at this part, was about thirteen hun- 
dred yards. After a long and fevere cannonade it was refolved to 
make a defcent on the ifland on which New York ftands. To pre- 
vent their intentions from being difcovered by the enemy, five thips 
of war moved higher up the Eaft River, while, on the fifteenth of 
September, feveral flat-bottomed boats were employed in landing the 
troops. ; i 
The firft divifion, confifting of four thoufand men under general 
Clinton, landed on New York ifland, at a place called Kipp’s Bay, 
about three miles from the town, and took poft on a height called the 


Inclenberg. The enemy were at this time in pofleffion of very ad- _ 


vantageous ground and powerful intrenchments : Neverthelefs, they 
not only refrained from oppofing the Englifh, but abandoned their 
works*on account of the furious cannonade of the five men of war 


a farrt(as May supported 4 at Gott) beer drow focrappointed 
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appointed to cover the difembarkation of the troops. As the dif- 
ferent divifions, landed they pofted themfelves on the high grounds 
that ftretch in an afcending dire@tion from the fea-fhore, At the 
fame time a detachment of Heffian troops advanced to New York, 
and in their way fell in with a party of the enemy retreating by 
the pafs at Blooming Dale. A fkirmifh enfued, in which the Bri- 
tifh were vi€torious, and the Americans loft a brigadier-general and 
feveral other officers. About the fame time another detachment of 
the Britith troops made a movement to the right, in order to attack 
a large body of the enemy, who, however, on the approach of the 
Englith, retreated to the main body of the American army pofted on 
Morris’s Heights. No attempt being made to defend New York, it 
was taken poffeffion of by the Englith. General Wafhington’s army, 
at this period, amounted to twenty-three thoufand men, but moft of 
thefe, raw, undifciplined, and ill provided with neceflaries. 


New York is fituated in an ifland about fifteen miles in length, 
‘but not more than two in breadth; on which account the Englith 
were enabled to extend their camp quite acrofs the ifland, on the 
part fartheft from the town. The enemy were pofted oppofite to 
them, and in fuch an advantageous manner that any attack upon 
them would have been dangerous and imprudent. General Wath- 
ington had ftationed four thoufand five hundred men in New York, 
which he withdrew on the approach of the Britifh army; fix thou- 
‘fand five hundred -at Haerlem; and twelve thoufand at a place call- 
ed King’s Bridge, which he had fortified in order to fecure a re- 
treat, in cafe he fhould be under the neceflity of relinquifhing his 
prefent fituation, to the continent. And indeed it was peculiarly 
fortunate for the enemy that they were thus, in a manner, fecure 
from attack, as their ardour had vifibly declined fittce their defeat 
on Long Ifland. A paufe was neceflary in order to > enable them to 


recover their former fpirit. 
The 


The Ameri- 
cans retreat, 
and the Eng- 
lifh army 
takes poifef- 
fion of New 
York. 
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|. Cc as rg The check at Long Ifland, and the expulfion from New York, 
| peepatsk) difpirited the American troops greatly. They apprehended every 


ees thing, and were in great defpair. The militia were mmpatient to 
pelea return, and totally difobedient to orders. They went off by half, 
heartened. and in fome inftances by whole, regiments. What. was called their 
flying camp was literally fo. Ravages were committed not only by 
privates, but, among the’ New Englanders, by officers. “ Almoft 
“ every villany and rafcality,” a gentleman of the army* wrote to 
his friend, “ was daily pra@tifed with impunity. Unlefs fome 

“ fpeedy and efle€tual means of reform are adopted by congrefs, our 

“ caufe will be loft. As the war muft be carried on fy{tematically, 

“ you muft eftablifh your army upon a permanent footing, and give 

“ your officers good pay, that they may be, and fupport the character of, 

“ sentlemen, and not be driven, by afcanty allowance, to the low and 

“ dirty arts which many of them pradtife, to filch the public of more 

“ money than all the amount of the difference of pay. It is not 

“ ftrange that there fhould be a number of bad officers in the con+ 

“ tinental fervice, when you confider that many of them were 

“ chofen by their own men, who elected them, not from a regard to 
“ merit, but from the knowledge they had of their being ready to. - 

‘© affociate with them on the footing of equality. It was fometimes 

“ the cafe, that, when a. company was forming, the men would 

“ chufe thofe for officers who confented to throw their pay into a 

“ joint ftock with the, privates, from which captains, lieutenants, 

“ enfigns, ferjeants, corporals, drummers, and privates, drew equal 

“© fhares. Can it then be wondered at, that a captain fhould be tried 

“ and broken for ftealing his foldiers blankets? or that another 

’ ~ 4 officer fhould be found fhaving his men in the face of characters 
-% of diftinGtion? With an army of force before, and afecret one - 


cy 


* General Read, in a letter to a member of congrefs, dated July 4th, 1776.. i 
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“ troops, if a year’s fervice can entitle them to that name, and 
* about fifteen hundred new levies of this province; many dif- 
“* affedted, and more doubtful. In this fituation we are. Every man 
“in the army, from the general to the private (acquainted with 
“ our true fituation) is exceedingly difcouraged. Had I known the 
“ true pofture of affairs, no confideration would have tempted me 
“ to have taken an active part in this fcene: And this fentiment is 
** univerfal. General Howe is fufficiently ftrong, confidering the 
* soodnefs of his troops, to make a fuccefsful attempt on the 
** Americans; but being in daily expectation of reinforcements 
* from Europe, he will undoubtedly remain inactive until their 
“ arrival,” 

The greateft animofities, too, prevailed between the northern and 
fouthern troops. Their reflections on each other were mutual and 
equally illiberal.. Their variances were fo great, that the Penfylva- 
nians and New Englanders would as foon have fought each other as 
the enemy. Officers of all ranks were indifcriminately treated with — 
the greateft fcurrility and abufe, for no other reafon than that they 
were born on this or that fide of Hudfon’s River; juft as formerly, 
in England, violent difputes were carried on between the inha- 
bitants of the fouth and thofe of the north fide of the Trent. 

As foon as the Englifh had taken pofleflion of New York, gene- 
ral Howe, and fome other general officers, repaired to the houfe of 
a Mrs. Murray, with whom they remained in converfation fo long, 
_ that general Putnam, with three thoufand five hundred men, was 
enabled to make good/his retreat to the main body of the American 
army. But delay is not the only error imputable to the comman- 
der in chief in this tranfaction. It has been mentioned that the 
American army was pofted at Haerlem and King’s Bridge: Its po- 
fition at this little place was for the purpole of fecuring a retreat 
to 


Benind, we fland on a point of land with fix thoufand old Cc a # P. 
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we Lok Soares neceflary. Inftead, therefore, of direéting his attention to, New 
eax <” Goes eee York, fir William Howe ought to have thrown his army Baan 


ee “7, King’s Bridge’ by which means he would have hemmed in the whole 


Ne baal ees ‘American arm and fuch a ftep was not at all impracticable, when 
a ey abeae 2 ry P P 
f Fleet Co we confider the extent of the military and naval refources fubfer- 


vient to his will. 

On the morning of the fixteenth of September, a detachment was 
fent out from the main body of the Americans to a wood facing the 
left flank of the Englith army. Three companies of our light-infan- 
try were difpatched to diflodge them. The enemy, with .a feeming 
intention of retreating tothe main body, retired into the interior parts 
of the wood, where they were reinforced by another detachment ; 
which made itneceflary that the remainder of the light-infantry, with 

P the forty-fecond regiment, fhould be fent to fupport the compa- 
nies that were engaged. The action was carried on by reinforcements 
on both fides, and became very warm. The enemy, however, pofleffed 

OThw ey eee é.fetuentya great advantage from the circumftance of engaging within half a 
yt SS hoops poe ah mile of their intrenched camp, whence they could be fupplied with 
ie Bas Fora -- frefh troops as often as occafion required.> Victory, neverthelefs, was 
on the part of the loyalifts ; and the Americans retreated with the 
lofs of three hundred killed and wounded. 

The Englifh encampment, it has been faid, extended acrofs the 
ifland, on each fide of which were ftationed fhips of war, in order to 


September, 


this difpofition of the shipping, and attempted to make fome im- 
preffion on it by fending down four fire-thips, which, however, by 
the {kilfulnefs of the commanders of the Englith veflels, were 


Defign to prevented from doing any damage. It had been refolved by the 


York partly 
executed. 0 fet fire to it in feveral places, previous to the evacuation of it by 


the 


C HA PB to the continent, thould the preffure of affairs render fuch a meafure - 


fecure the right and left flanks. The enemy faw the advantage of © 


burn New Americans, in cafe the Englith thould obtain poflefion of New York, 
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the enemy. The fpeed, however, with which they were obliged 
to quit it, had rendered it impoffible for them to. put their defigns 
nto execution: Neverthelefs, feveral perfons having purpofely 
fecreted themfelves in the deferted houfes, contrived to fet fire to the 
town, on the morning of the twenty-firft of September, in feveral 
places. One-third of the town was thus deftroyed; and had not the 
military exerted themfelves in a moft extraordinary manner, the 
“Whole would have been levelled with the ground. The flames 
Grft broke out at fome wooden ‘tore-houfes, at the fouthern- 
moft or windward part of New York, near the Whitehall-ftairs, 
juft by the battery, and foon became general up the Broadway, &c. 
by the violence of the wind blowing burnt fhingles from the houfes 
on fire to others, and fetting them on fire in rapid fucceflion. The 
wind was fo ftrong, that it was almoft impoflible to face it, for 
tmoke and flakes of fire. The next day (Saturday) a great many 
cart-loads of bundles of pine fticks, dipped at each end for five or 
fix inches in brimftone and other combuftible matters, were found 
concealed in cellars of houfes to which the incendiaries had not 
had time to fet fire. Between one and two hundred men and old 
women were taken up during the night, and fent to gaol on 
fufpicion, and three or four men deteéted’ with matches and 
‘combuftibles were killed by the enraged foldiers. Moft, if not all 


the men and women put into gaol, were releafed in a few days, 


after having their names taken and examined by a committee. The _ 


old Englifh church, and a German church, near it, with about 
eleven hundred houfes, were burnt. The rebels at Paulus 
Hook gave three cheers when the fteeple of the old Englifh 
church fell down, which, when burning, looked awfully 
grand. . : 

The American army, with -ftrong ground in their front, and ex~ 
tenfive fortifications in their rear towards King’s Bridge, feemed to 
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think themfelves perfe&tly fecure, and almoft invulnerable. The 
Britifh troops knew the ftrength of fituation which the enemy 
poffeffed, and therefore employed themfelves in throwing up a 
chain of redoubts on Macgowan’ S Mill to cover New York, and ren- 


VA 7 des it ‘it capable of a vigorous defence, “even after, the bulk of the army 


fhould be engaged in more remote operations. As foon as. the re- 
doubts were completed it was determined to attempt the enemy’s 
rear, by the New England road, from which they received moft of 
their fupplies. ‘This arrangement would either force them to hazard a 
battle, or reduce them to the neceflity of fuffering themfelves to be fur- 
rounded and confined in York Ifland. It has been aflerted that as foon 
as the Englifh had taken poffeflion of New York, they fhould have at- 
tacked the Americans, as the different pofitions which they had taken 
between the city and Fort Wafhington, afterwards called Fort Knyphau- 
fen, might have been forced without great difficulty or danger. In con- 
fequence of the determination juft mentioned, three brigades of Britifh 
and one of Heflians being left to guard New York, the reft of the troops 
embarked on the twelfth of OGtober in flat-bottomed boats and bat- 
teaux, and pafling through an intricate and dangerous paflage, 
called Hell Gate, to the Sound, landed the fame morning at Frog’s. 
Neck, not far from Weft Chefter, on the continent towards Connec- 
ticut® This was thought to be an error on the part of the com- 


mander in chief: Frog’s Neck being really an ifland conne@ted 
with the main by a bridge, eafy to be broken down (as happened 
in fact) by the enemy. The miftake, when difcovered, fhould ~ 
have been remedied inftantly, by pufhing along fome other 
route to King’s Bridge, which would undoubtedly have reduced’ 
the enemy tothe neceflityeither of defending the ifland or of forcing — 
their way through the Englith army, in order to gain the territory: 
of New England. All poflibility of their retiring to the Jerfeys was. 
cut off by the Britifh fhips, which had now, with incredible difficulty 
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and danger, paffed Fort Wafhington, and taken their ftations in the C ane? 
North River. Thus it is fufficiently apparent that the Americans W+\—~ 
could not poflibly have effe@ted a retreat without hazarding a battle, xi 
unlefs, indeed, they were to be permitted to retire to the continent 

in as fecure and uninterrupted a manner as they did from Long 

Ifland to New York. The Americans themfelves began to entertain 

ferious alarms for their fafety; for on the day the Englifh landed, c 
their main body moved off, in order to avoid being blockaded in the : ' Y 
ifland. This movement originated with general Lee, who had re- 

cently arrived from South Carolina, and whofe abilities and fuccefs py Oe ee LSw 
had rendered his opinion of great weight and importance. But this Koes ache Loopy . 


H 
meafure, to which the American army undoubtedly owed its fafety,” ho fe a hI 
was adopted contrary to the ‘original plan of general Mahe? woh iy Le AVI 
ton. The circumftances oy it are as follow:—When the Britith by ote hoard, Whew 2 G6 0 July 


army landed at Frog’s Neck” Wafthington harangued his officers, and. Gare eth ) we hecl. Ther satay ‘a 
told them, that they muft retreat no farther, but decide ie 
fate of America on that ground. The ground on which they were FER oe Bie MS 
then entrenched, extended in front of King’s Bridge. General Lee®@ - Met Oneok es a c 
came up foon after, and having learnt what had_paffed, Sree Pees 
ftrated againft fo abfurd a determination. He reprefented that the Hex! 74 PG 
Britith would infallibly hem Wathington’s army round with fuch a 
chain of works, as would reduce him to the neceffity of furrender- 
ing through famine, without expofing them to the hazard of a 
battle. — Lee’s reprefentations fucceeded; and thé American army 
immediately refolved to quit fo dangerous a pofition. H:. 
On the eighteenth of October, the Britith troops re-embarking Ober 18. | 
proceeded along the coaft to Pell’s Point, where they ought to have 
landed originally ; and difembarked there without difficulty. Soon i} 
after their landing a fharp {kirmith happened in an attempt to dif- i 
lodge the enemy from a narrow pafs, at which they had taken poft 
with a ftrong corps. Notwithftanding their advantageous fituation, 
Ee 2 the 


HVS OR YOOFS HAE 


. the Americans retired with confiderable lofs. Thirty-two were 
killed and wounded on the fide of the Englih. 
On the twenty-firft of OGtober the main divifion of the Britifh 
army moved to New Rochelle, fituated on the found that divides 
Long Ifland from the continent. Here they were joined by the 


=? biti lh hea Za ak bul proond divifion of foreign troops that had arrived from England, 
it, eek jicoce _2d under the command of general Kn haufen The American arm 

ee general Knyphau y 

fefocty oe d C was now in a difagreeable fituation. ‘The foldiers were very poorly 


clothed , and a fcarcity of provifions among them had been followed 
by much illnefs. Nor, amidft thefe difadvantages, was their pofition 
either fecure or eligible in other refpects. Their fole refource was 
to avoid aGtion: For which reafon it was determined in a council 
of war that they fhould extend themfelves into a long line behind 
the Brunx, well fecured by works thrown up in front, to command 
every ford. The provincial army, in confequence of this determina- 
tion, firetched along the ground parallel to that on which the Britifh 
troops were marching ; from King’s Bridge on the right, to White 
Plains on the left. ‘The two armies were feparated by a deep river 
called the Brunx, already mentioned. ‘The rear.of the Britith was 
covered by the Sound, not far diftant. ‘With this relative ar 
rangement the armies moved flowly towards the White Plains, 
where, on the eaftern fide of the Brunx, a detachment had been 
fortifying a camp for the Americans, which camp they occupied 
with their whole army on the twenty-iixth.. 

The royal army, in two columns, marched from its encampment 
near Ward’s Houfe, on the banks of the Brunx ; fir William Howe 
accompanied the left column, fir Henry Clinton commanded. the 

St ead i right. As they approached the White Plains, the right‘columm fell in 
with feveral bodies of the enemy: And thofe bodies, tharply driven 
back, propagated a confiderable alarm im the enemy’s camp. When 
our troops arrived within about three quarters of a mile of the 

Americans, 


“were encamped on a long ridge of hill, the brow of which was -~—~ 
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Americans, they had a diftin& view of their whole pofition. They Cc = es 


covered with lines haftily thrown up. A bend of the Brunx protected ie 


their right flank, and by another turning in its courfe enveloped alfo 

the rear of their right wing. Farther ftill, the point of the hill on the 

enemy’s right, exceedingly fteep and rocky, was covered by a {trong 

abbatis in front of the entrenchment. The left of the enemy was rather 

refufed to the line in which the Britith troops approached them, fo 

that they could not judge of it with great accuracy ; but it appeared 

to be pofted in very broken ground, difficult to be aflailed, and fur- ae oe @ 
AA x 4 OO ecm / 

nifhing a fecure retreat?’ The weakeft part was the centre. The = 


Sw 


flope of the hill was very gradual in the dire@tion of the road by. 
the Court Houfe. The lines were by no means formidable, not 
being fraized; and the rockinefs of the foil prevented the ditch from 
being made of any troublefome depth. The Britifh had in the field 
thirteen thoufand effeGtive men. "The enemy’s force was faid to 
exceed twenty thoufand, but was not probably above feventeen or 
eighteen thoufand: Nor was a great part of this force any other 


a ee ae ee ee eee 
+ yas : 


= ae 


than a loofe militia; nor had the continental regiments yet acquired 
the charaéter which they afterwards attained from continued and r 


, 


rs Rs 


more fuccefsful fervice. Had an affault been made on the centre of 4 
the enemy’s works, defeat would have been deftruction to the Ame 34 . UA eh 
ricans. The whole of their right wing muft have fallen into the off oe, Loo fi by a yan 
power of the Britifh ee ; for the Brunx not being paflable in that Ylor Hetaehad coupes sh | i 
part, cut off their retreat© and victory was to be reafonably expeQ- Zoew oA ned if geeti 


ed, 1 not only from the valour of our troops, but from the confufion ; cy ci 


of the enemy. This indeed was obvious beyond example. When 
our army came in fight their tents were ftanding. The hurry of aa . 
ftriking them, and of loading the waggons with the baggage, toge- 
ther with the movement of troops backward and forward, in evi- 
dent uncertainty of purpote, gave an extraordinary picture of alarm. 
During 
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© HAP. During this time the Americans kept up a cannonade on our army, 

i—~—-—/ who returned it, but the diftance was fo great that there was little 

"77% ffeGt on either fide. Part of the Britith columns formed behind 

fome rifing ground, nearly parallel to the enemy's front ; but the 

right wing of the Britifh did not extend beyond the centre of the 

American army. That part of the enemy’s pofition did not feem to 

be confidered ; all the attention of the Britifh commander being 

fixed on another part of the field. Four thoufand of the enemy 

were pofted on a hill in a line with the right of their camp, but fe- 

parated from it by the Brunx. The reafon of their occupying this 

pofture is inexplicable, unlefs it be that they could not be contained 

within the works of their camp. The poffeflion of that hill would 

not enable the royalifts to annoy their camp, for it rofe fo gradually | 

from the Brunx that its creft was not within random cannon fhot; 

as was proved by many of our battalions lying upon it on their 

arms the whole evening after the a€tion: Nor had the enemy to 

apprehend that, from that quarter, an attack might be made on their 

rear, fince the Brunx, deep -and impracticable, would have been 

ftill between the two armies. It feems to have been a blunder of 

general Wafhington’s to have placed fo confiderable a corps entirely 

out of the capability of fupporting the reft of the army; for two 

battalions and two pieces of cannon could effedtually prevent 

Va hem from crofling either a ford or a bridge near their right 
af fi A SY Bg . . . : 

A hph Lh A ank, for the purpofe of annoying our troops, whilft they aflailed 


‘il Ss en lho. ove Aéheir camp. Poflibly this error might lead fir William Howe- to 
ferkor , shoul teat Leg a this hill to be of more importance than it immediately ap- 


hg Min (Miapeared to be from its fituation. However, againft this hill all the 
hath efforts of the Britith army were directed. A part of our left wing 
paffed the ford, which was entirely under command of our cannon, 
‘hey then mounted the hill, and very gallantly drove the enemy 


from the ftrong heights on which they were poited. It was an 
| : attack 
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attack little lefs rough than what an aflault on the enemy’s lines © ne 


I. 


might be conceived to be: And victory, being obtained, was not V-\—~ 


followed by a fingle advantage. The Americans remained tranquil 
in their entrenchments. 

- On the part of the Britifh, it became neceflary to fuftain the troops 
which had taken poff-ffion of the hill; and as this occafioned a dif- 
ficulty of co-operation between the left and right wing of our army, 
it was obvious that the latter could no longer expediently attempt 
any thing againftthe enemy’s main body. When, three days after, 
preparations were made for attacking the enemy’s camp, doubts 
were entertained concerning the wifdom of carrying the meafure 
into execution; as the Americans had recovered their fpirits, and 
had affiduoufly ftrengthened their works, A rain of uncommon vio- 
lence, during the whole night, made the ground fo flippery that it 
was thought it could not be poflible to mount the face of the hill: 
And, for that profefled reafon, the intended aflault was laid afide. 

On the night of the twenty-eighth of OGober the Britith troops 
Tay on their arms, and encamped next day with the left wing in the 
field of battle, and the right extending from the other-fide of the 
Brunx; which pofition enabled them to make a front parallel to a 
certain extent with that ofthe enemy. Inthe mean time the Ame- 
ricans, who ftudioufly avoided being reduced to the neceffity of a 
pitched battle, employed themfelves in ftrengthening their lines. 
On the thirtieth, four battalions from York Ifland, and two from 
the Maroneck Poft, having reinforced the Britifh army, a difpofition 
was made for the attack of the enemy’s lines on the fucceeding 
morning. This refolution, however, was abandoned, on account 
of rainy and tempeftuous weather, as already mentioned. On the 
thirty-firft, the weather proved fine about noon, but the commander 
in chief did not think proper to put his former intentions in execu- 


tion. The enemy had rendered their lines fufficiently flrong to 
refift 
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Cc u As P. refift an attack, but being informed by a ‘deferter that the Britith 


nett army would march againft them the next morning, they evacuated 
1770. oo : 
3 their lines on the morning of the firft of , and retired 


tt ae B acrofs the Crotton river to North Caftle” fetting fire, in their retreat, 
De Le He ontn Je : aa 3 5 
4 mens: panes ets “to all the houfes on White Plains. Their pofition was now fo ad- 
fla. tetera (as 

vantageous, that any attack on them muft have proved unfuccefsful, 


ss 5 os fn ep ceyforessed\! for the river Crotton {tretched ee their front, and their rear was 
ort nikee abovsia? 
fo eo es Ay efended by woods and heights Convinced that it was part of the 


a2 fie Apes A> pxeo enemy’s fyf{tem ftudioufly to avoid an action, and that their know- 


oD ie Mee 


Ant eowlte ledge of the country enabled’ them to execute this fyftem with ad- 


= vantage, general Howe refolved to ceafe an ineffe€tual purfuit, and 
employ himfelf in the reduétion of King’s Bridge and Fort Wath- 
. ington. This laf poft was of the utmoft importance, inafmuch as 


it fecured an immediate intercourfe with the Jerfey fhore, to Fort 
Lee, and effeQually obftruéted the navigation of the North River. 
It was fituated on the weftern fide of New York Ifland, at a {mall 
diftance from King’s Bridge, and almoft oppofite to Fort Lee. The 
fortifications were in good order, but its principal ftrength confifted 
_in its fituation ; for it could not be approached without expofing the 
befiegers toa heavy fire fromthe garrifon, and the works and lines 
by which it was furrounded. Senfible of the importance of this 
poft, the Americans had garrifoned it with three thoufand 
men, under the command of colonel Magaw, a gentleman pe- 
euliarly fitted for the truft repofed in him. He was brave, ge- 
merous, and humane; his manners engaging, and his educa- 
tion liberal. He wasa native of Penfylvania; and the former part 
| of his life had been fpent in the profeffion of the law. As foon, 
iz, eG however, as the difturbances commenced, he offered his fervices to 
* | congrefs; whom he ferved with zeal and fidelity, that could refult 
only from a conviction that the caufe for which he fought was the 
caufe of liberty and independence. On the fifteenth of November, 
the 
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the Englifh batteries being completed, a fummons was fent to the © iis P. 

garrifon to furrender, on pain of being put to the fword. Before —~- 

this fummons was fent, it was objected to the general by an Englifh Hage 

officer of rank, that this menace would determine Wafhington to 

withdraw the garrifon or reinforce it, which latter he did; and returned 

for anfwer, that he would defend it to the laft extremity. It was >} | 

determined therefore to commence a vigorous attack upon it next 3 

morning. The army was divided into four parts. The firft, on 

the fide of King’s Bridge, under general Knyphaufen, confifted of 

five thoufand Heffians. The fecond contained the guards and light- 

infantry, under general Matthews, together with two battalions 

of grenadiers and the thirty-third regiment, commanded by lord 

Cornwallis: This divifion was to land at Haerlem Creek, in thirty 

flat-bottomed boats, which, for that purpofe, had paffed up the 

North River in the night. The third divifion, comprifing the 

forty-fecond regiment, was intended to make a feint in batteaux 

upon the left, between the enemy’s lines, towards New York, 

The fourth divifion, under the command of lord Percy, was to 

attack in front of the lines above Haerlem Plain. Lord Howe 

attended the operations of the laft body. Soon after day-break, on 

the fixteenth, the cannonading began, and continued with great 

fury on both fides till noon. The Hefhians, under the command of ge- 

neral Knyphaufen, then filed off in two columns; one of which, led 

by colonel Ralle, afcended a hill circuitoufly, not without much toil. 

They gained however the fummit of it, and penetrating through the 

advanced works of the enemy, formed within a hundred yards of 

the covered-way of the front. The fecond column, commanded by 

general Knyphaufen, climbed the hill in a dire& line. They had 

to pafs an almoft impervious wood, which was rendered more 

dangerous by abbatis of brufh-wood and felled timber, covering 

both fides of the declivity: Neverthelefs, after great labour, 
Wow... Ff they 


ar% 


1776. 


HISTORY OF ‘THE 


CH if P they penetrated through the wood, and fixed themfelves on the 
ves aerial top of the afcent; The fecond divifion was equally fuccefsful: The 


light-infantry made good their landing, and forced the enemy from 
their rocks and trees up a fteep and rugged mountain. The third di- 
vifion was much galled in crofling the lower part of Haerlem Creek. 
Colonel Sterling, the commander of the forty-fecond, had to en- 
counter a heavy fire before he landed, and he had then to afcend a 
woody promontory, the ground of which was very uneven: Never- 
thelefs he fucceeded in his attempt, and, though the poft was ob- 
ftinately defended, he carried it, making two hundred of the enemy 
prifoners. The laft divifion was not lefs fortunate in the advances. 
they made through the enemy’s lines. Lord Percy, with his ufual 
gallantry and good condua, having furmounted incredible difficul- 
ties, carried the advanced works of the enemy. The garrifon, 
finding that it was not poffible to defend the fort longer, furrendered 
prifoners of war. The lofs of the royal army, in killed and wound- 
ed, amounted to about eight hundred: That of the garrifon, in- 
cluding killed, wounded, and prifoners, about three thoufand three 
hundred. It was a great error in colonel Magaw, that he fuf- 
fered his troops to crowd into the fort, after quitting their lines: For 
had they been pofted on the brow of the hill, facing the north and 


‘fouth, the conteft would have been prolonged, and the affailants 


have fuftained a heavier lofs: But the grand error was on the part of 
the American general; who, as if he had entertained a predileCtion 
for a poft, no longer ufeful, did not withdraw the garrifon on the 
evening preceding the aflault. 

On the morning of the attack, general atkins had Teen at 
the fort, in order to give dire€tions to colonel Magaw: He had, 
however, repafled over to the Jerfey fhore long before the heat of 
the action, On the other fide of North River, oppofite to Fort Wath- 
ington, lay. Fort Lee, which occupied next the attention of the com- 

| mander 


= 
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mander in chief; inafmuch as its redu@ion would fecure the com- 


mand of the river, and open a communication with the Jerfeys. 


On the eighteenth of November, lord, Cornwallis landed on the 
Jerfey thore, eight miles above Fort Lee, with two battalions of 
Britifh and three of Heffian grenadiers, two of light-infantry, the 
guards, the chaffeurs, the royal Highlanders, the thirty-third re- 
giment, and a detachment of the queen’s light dragoons. ‘The 
failors of the fleet were employed in dragging the artillery up a 
rocky road to the fummit of the river’s bank, which ftretches, in an 
almoft perpendicular dire€tion, half a mile from the river. As foon 
as the detachment had landed, lord Cornwallis began his march with 


great fecrefy and difpatch. In all probability he would have fur- % % dos toe Aes vursrrgen 


prifed the fort“and made the enemy prifoners of war, had not a 
deferter informed them of his approach. In confequence of thi’ 
information the garrifon retreated in the utmoft confufion, leav- 
ing their tents ftanding, and all their provifions and military ftores. 
The next day major-general Vaughan, with the dragoons, grena- 
diers, and light-infantry, was detached to New Bridge, on.the Ha- 
kenfack river, which runs into New York Bay. The enemy re- 
treated before them with evident confufion, leaving behind them 
on the roads, a great quantity of ftores and artillery. 

Lord Cornwallis now penetrated into the remoteft parts of Eaft 
and Weft Jerfey without oppofition. On the twenty-fourth of No- 
vember, being reinforced by two brigades of Britifh troops and 
a battalion of Highlanders, his lordfhip proceeded to New Bridge, 
thence to Hakenfack, Newark, Elizabeth Town, and Brunfwick: 
At this laft town he was commanded to remain; an order, which 
faved the panic-flruck and fleeing army of the Americans from utter 
ruin. ‘The Rariton is fordable at that place in every recefs of the 
tide ; and had the noble general been left to. aét at his own difcre- 
tion, if we may form a conjecture from that activity and good fenfe 
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which diftinguith his ufual conduét, he would have purfued the 
W—~—~_ weakened and alarmed enemy to the Delaware, over which, without. 


falling into his hands, they never could have paffed. At Brunfwick 
the Britith army halted near a week; the Americans, to the num- 
ber of three thoufand, with all their heavy cannon and baggage, at 
Prince Town, feventeen, and at Trenton, on the Delaware, twenty-nine 
miles diftant. Onthe feventeenth of December, ourarmy marched from 
Brunfwick at four o’clock in the morning, and about the fame hour 
in the afternoon arrived at Prince Town. This place general Wafh- 
ington, in perfon, with Stirling’s brigade, left not one hour before 
the Britifh arrived. At Prince Town the Britifh general waited 
feventeen hours, marched at nine o'clock in the morning of the 
eighth, and arrived at Trenton at four o'clock in the afternoon; 


juft when the laft boat of general Wafhington’s embarkation crofled ~ 


the river, as if he had calculated, it was obferved, with great accu- 
racy, the exact time neceflary for his enemy to make his efcape. 

The winter now beginning to fet in, the army went into winter- 
quarters. ‘The Britith troops were placed between the Delaware 
and the Hakenfack, the latter of which runs near New York. 
Trenton, the moft important poft and the barrier, was occupied 
by a brigade of Heffians, under the command of colonel Ralle; 
and Bordenton, which formed the angle neareft the enemy, was 
placed under the command of count Donop and four battalions 
of Heffians. The enemy, in the mean time, were fuffered to make 
good their retreat acrofs the Delaware. 

While lord Cornwallis. was thus fuccefsful in the Jerfeys, an ex- 
pedition was undertaken againft Rhode Ifland by general Clinton 
and fir Peter Parker. At their approach the provincials aban- 
doned the ifland, and the Englifh took peaceable pofleffion of it: 
An unlucky meafure, as it had no ufe but to keep a great body 
of troops unemployed during three years. 


On’ 
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On account of the fuccefs of this expedition, the American c ae 


fquadron, commanded by commodore Hopkins, was under the wee 
neceflity of retiring up the river Providence, where it remained 


ei 7. oe 4 
blocked up and inaétive. When the expedition was difpatched Xow LAVAS ot enter joa 


to Rhode Ifland, fir Henry Clinton ftrongly urged that he mightow orgie ated wulle Lr d— 
rather be permitted to condué it to the Delaware.” Poflibly, hace an gv eee Fated or 
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that counfel been adopted, the blow might have been irre-. Oz a. 
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-coverable to the Americans: But it is faid lord Howe infifted Sr aes CL HAZ 
on the poffeflion of Rhode Ifland for the fleet. Vf wf “os 
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Tranfattions in the Yerfies—Apparent Errors of. the Britifa Com- 
mander—Defpondence of the Revolters—Vigour of Congrefs—En- 
couragement to enlift in the American Army—Congrefs appeal with 
Effect to the American People.—1776. 


FROM the fuccefs that had attended the Britifh army, very be- 

neficial confequences were expected to refult. And indeed, 
when we confider the comparative fituation and ftrength of both 
armies at this period, fuch expectations will neither appear too fan- 
guine nor unreafonable. 

The American army had been raifed and embodied on the fol- 
lowing principle:—Each man enlifted only fora twelvemonth; after 
which period, he was at liberty to quit the fervice. Congrefs 
began now to be convinced that this principle was erroneous; 
for the fhortnefs of .the term induced many to inlift at firft, but 
it was now become neceilary to form a fettled and permanent mi- 
litary eftablifhment: Such an eftablifhment, however, could not at 
prefent be accomplifhed. ‘Thofe who had fulfilled the term of their 


engagement retired from the fervice, alleging, as a reafon for their: 


conduct, that it was incumbent on their fellow-countrymen to bear 
an equal fhare in the defence of the common caufe. Thus the places 
of thofe who had acquired a degree of military experience, were 
filled by perfons who were totally ignorant of the duties of their new 
fituation, and who were very inadequate to refift the attacks of the 
veterans, of which the Britifh army was compofed. In confequence 
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of the fuccefs of the royalifts, fupplics of men were acquired by © H_A P. 
congrefs but flowly. On the other hand, prodigious numbers re- W+—_ 
_ tired from the fervice, and the aétual ftrength was reduced from thirty 
thoufand, of which it contifted when general Howe landed on ptunders of 


i 
the Britifh 
commander. 


Staten Iland, to fearcely three thoufand. The Britith army, at this 
period, amounted from twenty to thirty thoufand. The men 
were all healthy and in good fpirits; fuccefs had increafed their mi- 
litary ardour, and they poffefled every thing that could contribute 
either to their comfort or their convenience. The greateft expect- 
ations were accordingly formed, from fo great a degree of health, ani- 
mation, and courage, heightened by fuccefs: Advantages which, if 
rightly improved, would naturally lead the way to ftill farther fuccefs 
and glory. ‘The reduGion of Forts Wafhington and Lee opened to 
the Britifh general a free ingrefs into the Jerfeys. The enemy, pa- 
nic-{truck, flew before him, and yet he would not fuffer them to be x UO, Mean age wt betat | 
purfued ; ordering lord Cornwallis to proceed no further than Tes Bre JA pens ics Coreg Mf 
Brunfwick.” By this tendernefs of operation, the enemy were wtho<ccZ pe ssere: C A i 
enabled to make good their retreat, and to crofs the Delaware in Wlta Mocwes 
fafety. He thus negle&ted the opportunity of making the remnant fe au 
of the American army prifoners of war: Yet, even fubfequent to 
this period, his conduct was equally inexplicable. The Americans, 
though they had thus croffed the Delaware, were far from feeling 
themfelves in fecurity ; and had the commander in chief paffed over | 
the river after them (which he might have done a little above Cors” 
rell’s Ferry), the confequences would have certainly been fatal to the 
American caufe. The panic ftruck.by the feveral defeats of the 
Americans at Long Ifland, New York, and the White Plaigs,with 
the progrefs of the army through New Jerfey, had extended itfelf 
from the military to all the civil departments of the new ftates, and 
particularly in the middle colonies. The governor, council, aflem- 
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CH AP. bly, and magiftracy of New Jerfey had deferted that province. 

L—~—/ The felf-created ftate in Philadelphia had difperfed, and the congrefs 
itfelf, giving up all as loft, had fled with great precipitation into Ma~ 
ryland. Repeated attempts were made to raife the militia of Pen- 
) fylvania in vain. Three of the principal citizens of Philadelphia, in 
| . behalf of the reft, waited on congrefs before their flight, and boldly 
informed them, that they intended to meet fir William Howe, and 


rica, and at that time the feat of the new government, only waited 


— 


4 throw themfelves on his proteCtion. The principal city of North Ame- 
i 
\ 


ete | for the arrival of the Britifh army, to fubmit to the mother-country. 
y Other parts, which had, from the commencement of the difturb- 


ve a ances, followed the example of Philadelphia, would have purfued 
4 the fame conduc. In this manner advantages, which, in all pro- 
bability, would have put a period to the war, were neglected : 

f VMaenes AeA fro e,Nor were thefe the only errors of which the commander in chief 
\) patty -# Cut) dad dy ee guilty. The great and principal error in fir William Howe’s 


: it a wee 7 fers e ght be da ub ‘*&$nduct at this period, was, his dividing his army into {mall 
Oy Wie p 8 Ba 
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Ss fom Loe AY aay biforo> 
Zan 


¥ yo fog ME cafe of attack, not to be capable of receiving immediate affiftance 
a ys: -from the main army: And it was owing to this injudicious ar 


etachments ; and thofe at fucha diftance from each other, as, in 


"F 

4 ame cefior 

1 anche oe deat as eo ar, eangement, that the Britifh army,when in the Jerfeys, were, as we thall 
ap A Ya. averrocer fee hereafter, cut up in detail, The manner in which he difpofed the 

oe a army into winter cantonments, was particularly blameable. In the firft 


place, the chain of communication which the Britifh troops occupied 


from the Delaware to the Hakenfack was too extenfive, and the canton- 


SS ae 
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ments too remote from each other; for the fpace between the two 
rivers was not lefs than eighty miles. In the next place, foreign — 
troops ought not to have been ftationed either at Trenton or Bor- 


a 
— ~ 
oe ime 


denton ; for they were the barriers to the Jerfeys, and lay neareft 
tothe enemy. ‘The light-infantry fhould have occupied thefe pofts; 
for 


Tm er NN ce ge ps. cmc = F yt pe + erry 


7 re » & ' > 
Me pe, he a hi 
a ee emeie sy © keke 4 
eens Se eae oe 


AMERICAN WAR. ie Bait 


for the Heffian troops, underftanding nothing of the language of © fee 


the country, were unable to obtain proper intelligence, and, inftlead U~—~ 
of conciliating’ the affeQions, made themfelves particularly difagree- . 
able to the natives, by pillaging them, and taking from them the 
neceflaries of life, without making them an adequate compen- 

fation. - It was farther obferved, that the four frontier cantonments 

at Trenton, Bordenton, White Horfe, and Burlington, wete the.’ 
weakeft, in refpe& of number of troops, in the whole line of can-+ 
tonments. The poft at Trenton, oppofite to which Wafhingtor 


lay with the main body of | his army, and with boats prepared to ee A 


crofs the Delaware at his pleafure, was defended only by twelve WA rE # WN cere 
hundred Heffians ; andthofe of Bordenton, White Horfe, and Bur- 1a ae TER gat Sekai ta 


, onted Aas perl, goa en ees | 
lington, by no more than two thoufand.” In this weak {tate, the : y, 12, 4 

: C2224, @ deen fity Qc Rete 
sony seen the pofts of moft danger, were left by the bcs peer eon (27 
in chief ; while the other pofts were made ftronger and ftronger, in a 
) proportion to the decreafe of their diftance from the enemy, and their 

confequent danger; nor were thefe frontier cantonments fecured 

from the attacks of the enemy by any works of art, but left without 

a fingle redoubt or intrenchment, to which, in cafe of a furprife, the 

troops, until they fhould be relieved from the other pofts, might 

retreat. . 


The affairs of congrefs, in the mean timé, continued to droop: Defpondence 
of the revolt- 
ers. 


daily. As foon as the Britith troops had been difperfed into win- f ! 
ter-quarters, the commander in chief iffued a proclamation in the evar befor They LICnt | 
name of his brother and himfelf, in which pardon was offered ‘to all vvlo Miz ter pela LEAL j/HAp 9) | | 
perfons, who, within the fpace of fixty days, fhould ‘take the oath — ; : a wy 
of allegiance, and fubmit to the authority of the Britifh government. in 
- The good effeéts of this proclamation were foon apparent. People 
from all quarters crowded to take the benefit of it. Whole’ diftriéts 
» | threw down their arms: Nor was this all the diftrefs that con- 


Vou. I. Ge erels 


CHAR 
VIII. 
Re ed 
1779. 


Capture of 
general Lee. 


FS TO RYs OF? ye 


grefs fuffered. In addition to their misfortunes, they incurred the fol- 
lowing unfortunate lofs :—General Lee, to whom, on the departure 
of general Wafhington, the command of the troops at Croton’s. 
Ferry had devolved, receiving information of the perilous fitua- 
tion of general Wafhington, and the defencelefs condition of the 
banks of the Delaware on the fide of Philadelphia, refolved, not- 
withftanding the defertion in his army, occafioned by thofe whofe 
terms of fervice were expired, to crofs the North River, and form a 
jun€tton with him. Accordingly, on the fixth of December, he 
crofled the North River at King’s Ferry, with three thoufand men 
and fome piecesof cannon. He continued his route through Morris 
County, intending to crofs the Delaware to the northward of Trenton. 
On the thirteenth of December, while his army was encamped in 
Morris County, he quitted the camp, in order to reconacitre. In 
the courfe of this employment he proceeded to the diftance of three 
miles from his army, where he flopped at a houfe to breakfaft. 

In order to obtain information of the movements of the army under 
general Lee, colonel Harcourt had been difpatched with a detach- 
ment of light-horfe: Collecting information, as he advanced into 
the country, the colonel was induced to proceed farther. In his 
progrefs he intercepted a countryman, charged with a letter from 
general Lee, by which he underftood where he was, and how 
flightly he was guarded. He immediately formed a refolution of 
carrying him off; and for that purpofe made the proper difpofitions 
to prevent his efcape. He then galloped up to the houfe where the 
general was at breakfaft, furprifed the centinels placed to guard it, 
forced open the door, and made him a prifoner, as well as a French 
lieutenant-colonel, who had accompanied him. ‘The general was 
immediately mounted, and, notwithftanding the extent of country 
through 
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through which he was to be carried, conveyed in fafety to New York, 
where the commander in chief then refided. 

The lofs of general Lee was a fevere blow to the American caufe. 
His military knowledge was great, and he had been a foldier from 
his infancy : He had formerly poffeffed the rank of lieutenantecolo- 
nel in the Britith fervice, and had ferved all the laft war in Ame- 
rica and Portugal with reputation. His abilities were extenfive, and 
his knowledge improved by an intimate acquaintance with every na- 
tion in Europe. His difpofition was reftlefs and romantic, and the 
pofleffion of an eafy fortune enabled him to indulge it. Having 
received fome affront from the individuals who compofed the Britith 
adminiftration, he emigrated to America on the commencement of the 
prefent difturbances, and offered his fervices to congrefs. His abilities 
and his profeffional reputation being well known, his offers were ac- 

cepted with joy, and he was honoured with the rank of major-general, 

He had been eminently ufeful in difciplining the American troops, 
and by his adtivity and {kill had greatly contributed to the fuccefs 
of the common caufe. To thefe qualifications, however, the impar- 
tiality of hiftory requires us to add, that he was a man of moft 
abandoned principles ; that he laughed at every attribute of the Di- 
vinity, and turned into ridicule every tenet of religion. No prifoner 
of equal rank with general Lee being in the hands of the provincials, 
general Wafhington offered in exchange for him fix field officers - 
General Howe, however, replied, that general Lee, having deferted 
from the fervice of Great Britain, could not be confidered as a pri- 
foner of war. To this general Wathington rejoined, that, having on 
the commencement of the troubles refigned his commiffion as a 
Britith officer, general Lee could not be fuppofed to be a deferter, The 
eommander in chief, however, refufed to releafe him; which oc- 
cafioned the Americans to treat feveral of their prifoners with an un- 
ufual degree of feverity and rigour. 
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Notwithftanding the perilous fituation of their affairs, congrefs 


were not difpirited. They proceeded with the utmoft vigour and 


agivity to repair their loffes, and to remedy the defe& in their mi- 
litary fyftem. They ordered a new army to be raifed, the foldiers 
of which, inftead of ferving one year, fhould be bound for three, 
or during the continuance of the prefent difturbances. This army 
was to confift cf eighty-eight battalions, to be furnifhed and main- 
tained by the refpective colonies, according to the following propor- 
tion: Virginia and Mafflachufet were to furnith fifteen battalrons 
each; Penfylvania, twelve—North Carolina, nine—South Carolina, 
fix——ConneGicut, eight—-Maryland, eight—Rhode Ifland, two— 
Delaware, one—New Hamphhire, three—and Géorgia, one. New 
York and Jerfey being partly in. the enemy’s pofleffion, were only 
affeffed at four battalions each. 

As an inducement to men to enlift, the following liberal offers. 
were tnade: Each foldier was to. have a bounty of twenty dollars,. 
befides an allotment of lands at the end of the war to all who fur- 
vived, or to the families of thofe who fhould fall in the fervice. 
The allotment of a common foldier was to be one hundred acres— 
of an enfign, one hundred and fifty—of ‘a lieutenant, two’ hundred 
—a captain, three hundred—a major, four hundred—a lieutenant 
colonel, four hundred and fifty—and a colonel, five hundred. This 
allotment, however, was not to extend to thofe who. enlifted only 
for three years. . In addition to thefe offers, congrefs forbad any one 
to purchafe the allotment of lands belonging to another, in order that 
by this prohibition each foldier might procure for himfelfa- decent 
maintenance when the public fhould no longer want his profeffional, 


afifiance. In ordér to provide for the fupport of fuch a large body 


as was propofed to be raifed, congrefs borrowed a loan of five mi 


lions of dollars’at four per cent. intereft. 
. The 
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The Britith troops at this period were mafters of the Jerfeys, and 
feparated from Penfylvania, and the capital Philadelp | 
‘Delaware.’ Ia thig’critical fituation, congrefs thought it advifable to 
publifh an appeal to the inhabitants of the feveral colonies, in order 
to remind them’ of their affurances of protection and fupport. In 
this appeal they were entreated not to forget that activity and unani- 
mity were abfolutely neceflary to enfure welfare and fuccefs to the 
common caufe.,. ‘They travelled over the fame grounds they had 
formerly done, with refpect to a recapitulation of the grievances 
they had fufferéd; and the manner in. which they had been treated 
by the mother-country. They infifted that nothing fhort of an ab- 
folute fubmiffion would fatisfy the demands of their enemies, and 
they defired an an{wer to this queftion : Which of the two alter- 
natives was preferable—refiftance or flavery? The appeal next ad- 
verted to recent tranfa€tions, and contended that the fuccefs of the 
Britith arms had been greatly exaggerated, and dearly purchafed. 
In conclufion, congrefs aflured them of the afliftance of foreign 
‘powers,and exhorted them to prepare for a vigorous deferice of thofe 
objeéts which muft be’dear to every man. ‘This appeal produced 
the defired effeG. The people,of America determined to contri- 
bute every poflible affiftance to the common caufe; and for that pur- 
nofe exerted themfelves with ‘aftonifhing aCivity ,in procuring Te- 
inforcements of men for the army under the command. of general 
Wathington. 
Winter was now. approaching faft. .The Delaware was. expected 
‘to be foon frozen, and it was not doubted but that the Britith troops 
only |waited for this event:in,order to crofsit and attack Philadelphia: 
The friends of congrefs, therefore, with good reafon, began to entertain 
apprehenfions for the fafety of that body, which onthis account re- 
tired to Baltimore in Maryland. The city of Philadelphia by their 


departure was thrown into confufion. , As long as congrels refided 


there, 
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there, thofe who were attached to Great Britain were under the ne- 


t—+—_ ceflity of fubmitting to a power which they could not refift. The 


1776. 


operation of this caufe had no fooner ceafed than they avowed their 
attachment openly, and ufed every endeavour to acquire frefh ad- 
herents to the Britifh caufe. Their attempts were not unfuccefsful. 
Many of the inhabitants quitted Philadelphia, and claimed the be- 
nefit of the proclamation recently made by the commiffioners, 
Others, who, though well affeGted to Great Britain, did not think 
proper to leave the city, made ufe of every artifice to prevent its 
being put into a proper ftate of defence, according to the directions 
of congrefs before their departure. Thefe attempts occafioned vio- 
lent animofities and difturbances ; to put an end to which, general 
Wafhington was reduced to the neceflity of difpatching a confider- 
able detachment of the trivial force which now remained under his 
command. 


The fituation of the Americans was now almoft defperate. General 
Wafhington, though reinforced by the jun@ion of general Lee’s 
army, had not five thoufand men under his command; many of 
whom were raw and inexperienced, and all were difpirited by difap- 
pointment and defeat. An hoftile army, flufhed with conqueft and 
fuccefs, lay on the oppofite fide of the Delaware, within twenty 
miles of him. Winter was approaching faft. The Delaware would 
be frozen ; and the only obftacle that prevented the enemy from at- 
tacking him would then be removed. Thus fituated, he refolved to 
adopt a defperate expedient; and indeed the neceffity of the cafe 
left him only the alternative of adopting fuch a meafure, or of 
fubmitting to the enemy. He knew the manner in which the 
Britifh army was difpofed; that it was ftationed in extenfive can- 
tonments; and therefore could not eafily be condenfed, in a fhort 
period, into one body capable of refifting the attack of the men under 
his command. Befides, he wifhed to obtain for Philadelphia a tem- 


porary 
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porary fecurity, by inducing the enemy to quit the vicinity of the 
Delaware. | 

It has been already faid that the barriers at Trenton and Borden- 
ton were defended by Heflian troops under the command of colonel 
Rhalle and count Donop. Thefe pofts general Waihington deter- 
mined to attack. But in order to draw colonel. Donop from his 
poft at Bordenton, and to prevent him from affording any fupport 
to Colonel Rhalle, at the time of the intended affault, he fent a 
corps of four hundred and fifty militia, many of whom were boys 

picked up in Philadelphia, and the counties of Gloucefter and Salem, 
~ to Mount Holly, with orders not to fight, but to take to flight the 
moment when the effect of the manoeuvre fhould take place. The plan 
fucceeded. Colonel Donop marched againftthisinfignificant detachment 
of the American force, with the whole of his party, to the number of 
two thoufand men, with the exception of eighty, left at Borden- 


ton, down to Mount Holly, twelve miles from his own ftation, and 


eighteen from Trenton, the poft he ought tohave been near, for the pur- 
pofe of fupporting it in cafe of danger. The fall American party, om 
his approach, immediately fled and difperfed ; and yet Donop, in- 
ftead of returning ftraight to fupport colonel Rhalle, loitered two days 
in the neighbourhood of Burlington, without the fmalleft femblance 
of neceflity. Wafhington difcerned the fit moment for enterprife, 
and embraced it. He divided his troops into three parts, which 
were to aflemble on the banks of the Delaware on the night of the 
twenty-fifth of December. Two of thefe divifions were led by ge- 
nerals Irwing and Cadwallader. The third, which was the principal 
divifion, was commanded by himfelf in perfon. It confifted of two 
thoufand five hundred men, and was furnifhed with a few ficld- 
pieces. General Wafhington was attended by generals Sullivan and 
Green. The firft divifion was ordered to pafs the river at Trenton 
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Ferry, a mile below the town—the fecond near Bordenton—and the 


.-~—y third at Mackenzie’s Ferry, nine miles above Trenton. The Dela- 
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ware had already begun to be frozen, and the boats that carried this 
laft divifion found it difficult to make their way through the ice.’ 
Other inconveniencies. which the men encountered after they landed, 
delayed their march fo long, that they did not arrive.at the deftined 
place before eight o’clock on the morning of the twenty-fixth of 
December. As foon as general Wafhington had landed he divided 
his men into two detachments, which were ordered to proceed to 
Trenton by the two roads that led to it; the upper, or Pennington 
road; and the lower, or River road. } 

The Heffians, fince they had been quartered at Trenton, had given 
way to a laxity of difcipline, and an inattention that proceeded from: 
a knowledge of the enervated fituation of the enemy, and of the 
improbability of their adopting any offenfive meafures againft them. 
It is not therefore wonderful that they negleted the means of fe- 
curing themfelves from a furprife, nor that the Americans were fuf- 
fered to proceed on their march without moleftation. The firft in- 
telligence that the Heffians received of their approach was from an 
advanced poft in the upper road, and the out-guards on the lower 
road, both of which were under the neceflity of retreating into the 
town with the utmoft celerity. “Rhalle, with all poffible. fpeed, en- 
deavoured to colle& his troops during the night; but many of his 
men were abfent on pillaging parties, and thofe who were on the 
{pot were more bufily employed in fecuring their plunder in wag- 
gons than in putting the town in’ a proper ftate of defence. The: 
enemy took advantage of this confufion, and pofiefled, them- 
felves of the different avenues, where they placed their field- 
pieces, and thence began to pour a heavy fire upon the dif- 


mayed and aftonifhed Heffians. By activity and diligence Rhalle: 
affembled 


lene 
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aflembled the beft part of his three regiments, with which he 
charged the enemy with great courage, but receiving a mortal 
wound in the commencement of the engagement, his troops re- 
fufed to continue it, and endeavoured to retreat to Prince Town. 
Being difappointed, however, in this attempt, they were under the 
neceflity of furrendering prifoners of war. The number of killed 


and wounded on both fides was inconfiderable. The number of 


- prifoners amounted to near one thoufand. The two other divifions 
of general Wafhington’s army were not fo fuccefsful. The quan- 
tity of ice in the Delaware was fo great, where they attempted to 
crofs it, that they found the tafk impracticable. Had this not been 
the cafe, their fuccefs would have been complete; for thefe divifions 
would have prevented the chaffeurs and light-horfe from efcaping 
to Bordenton, and alfo have made themfelves mafters of all the 
cantonments on the fide of the river. General Wafhington, in con- 
fequence of this failure in the other divifions, judged it improper to 
profecute his intentions further. He therefore repafled the Dela- 
ware on the evening of the twenty-fixth, carrying with him his 
prifoners, and all the artillery of which he had made himfelf mafter 
at Trenton. 

The Americans had hitherto beheld the Heffians with fear and 
difmay. They knew that they were veterans, and in the higheft 
ftate of difcipline. This victory, however, gained over thofe {trangers, 
animated them to a furprifing degree, and revived that {pirit which 
had for fome time been decreafing. The Heffians were difpatched 
to Philadelphia, and carried through the different ftreets of that 
city, in order to convince the inhabitants that the fuccefs of the 
American arms was not, as many induftrioufly fuggefted, pre- 
tended or fidtitious. The lofs of Trenton was very generally im- 
puted to the mifcondu@ of the commander in chief. It was al- 

Nou. : Hh "a leged 
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c ATL P. leged that the principal barrier fhould not have been committed to 
y —-) the care of foreigners; that it was extremely reprehenfible to 
uly negle& throwing up fome defenfible works in order to prevent a 4 
furprife; and that the extent of the cantonments was fo enlarged, 
as already obferved, as to render every idea of conveying affiftance. 


ee 4 WZ. from one cantonment to another totally impracticable. Rhalle, 


Z 


ee Hains the appointment of Rhalle to the command at Trenton on general 
i De Heifter” 

Sir William Howe has been very feverely cenfured for hav- 
ing given the command of this poft to a foreigner, unacquaint- 
ed with the language, cuftoms, or manners, of the people. He 
was liable to be impofed on by the country people in any in- 
formation he might want ; and little could be expected from colonel 
Rhalle in the way of conciliation. accompanying that of armed 
force, the only way in which final fuccefs was to be expected.» For 
whoever cafts his eye on the map of the vaft continent of America 
muft readily perceive. that force of arms alone, unaccompanied 
by conciliatory meafures, muft be wild and chimerical. When 

| the enemy had arrived in ‘the town the troops in the Britifh 
3 fervice were folely occupied in fecuring their plunder in waggons, 
and many of them were actually made prifoners while engaged in 
ipa this fhameful avocation. - . 4 
< Though the fuccefs of general Wafhington, in his attack ‘on - 
| Trenton, had furpaffed his moft fanguine expeCtations, he yetdread= 
. ed every moment the approach of: the troops under general Leflie, 

from Prince Town, and of colonel Donop from Mount Holly, and 
| 


fled with the utmoft precipitation to his winter-quarter$ on the welt: 
‘ L fide 
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fide of the Delaware. Of taking up quarters in New Jerfey he 
never entertained a thought: Not doubting but the Britifh com- 
mander, with a force fo greatly fuperior to his own, would re- 
occupy the important pofts on the Delaware, and fortify them fo 
{trongly as to put it out of his power to retake them. Nor was 
Washington, as yet, fufficiently acquainted with the charaQer of 
‘fir William Howe, to fuppofe it poffible that this commander might 
~purfue a different line of condu@.. To recover and fortify his 
chain of pofts on the Delaware was neceflary,’in order to keep 
alive the panic already diffufed throughout all the colonies, and fup- 
port the fpirits of the well-affected to government. It was neceflary 
to the prefervation of Weft New Jerfey, juft conquered: It was 
neceflary, in order to convince the enemy that the Britith troops, 
although they might be furprifed, were not to be intimidated or 
' difcouraged from action: And, finally, it was practicable without 
danger, as thofe troops were, at that: crifis, fix times more in num- 
ber, as well as fuperior in point of military difcipline and expe- 
rience, to the feeble force that oppofed them. But inftead of 
an immediate movement of the two neareft corps, to regain what 
had been fo ftrangely loft, colonel Donop abandoned his poft, 
and’ haftened to join general Leflie at Prince Town. Thefe 
officers, united, were much fuperior in force to general Wafhing- 
ton: Yet, though there was no enemy in New Jerfey to diflurb 
them, they were permitted to remain for fome time wholly-inadive. 
The two main barriers of the Britifh power on the Delaware being 
left unguarded and defencelefs, and the conduct of the Britith com- 
mander betraying manifeft irrefolution, if not infatuation, general 
Wafhington, after an interval of eight days, was encouraged again to 
crofs the Delaware, and march to Trenton at the head of four 
thoufand ‘men. 

Figh? 2 The 
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er Corfhtal- HAP. The Britifh commander in chief was now ferioufly alarmed. The 
SS Ae On oe Britifh and auxiliary troops, with the forces at Brunfwick under general _ 


Cn fed fore we Grant, advanced to Prince Town; and lord Cornwallis, who was 
on the point of failing for England, was immediately ordered to 
leave New York, and take the command of the Jerfey army. As 
foon as hisdordfhip joined general Grant, he marched to attack 
the enemy at Trenton. General Washington, on his approach, re- 
tired from the town, and croffing a rivulet at the back of it, pofted 
himfelf on fome high grounds, feemingly with a determination of 
defending them. Both armies immediately commenced a fevere 
cannonade, which continued till n ee Lord Cornwallis determined 

but general Wafhington refolved 


a a a en 


it 

| { | to renew the attack next mornings 
January not to hazard a battle. About two in the morning of the third of 
i. yt , 777 January he retreated with profound filence, leaving his fires burn- ! 
) ee his pickets advanced, and feveral fmall parties, for the purpofe 
) elbeype. ‘ of guarding the paflage of the rivulet. Quitting the main road, he 
| took a large circuit through Allenftown, and proceeded to Prince 
‘_ Town, which place he intended to furprife. When lord Cornwallis 
quitted Prince Town, he left lieutenant-colonel Mawhood to defend 
ne it with the feventeenth, the forticth, and the fifty-fifth regiments. 
\ On the third of January however, orders were tran{mitted him to 
la | march with the feventeenth and fifty-fifth regiments to Maidenhead, 
a village midway between Prince Town and Trenton. General 
Washington had ufed fuch expedition in his march, that at fun-rife 
. his van came up with colonel Mawhood’ s detachment, which had 
URE _juft begun its march. The morning was fo foggy, that the ene- 
my were at firft fuppofed to be Heffians: Colonel Mawhood 
foon difcovering that it was part of the American army, immedi- 
ately conjectured that general Wafhington had retreated from lord 


} Cornwallis, and was on his march to Prince Town. A brook fepa- 
rated 


AMERICAN WAR. eg 


“rated the two armies. By cutting away a bridge over it, the detach- © ais a 
ment might have avoided an engagement, and fecured their paflage ba | 
to Maidenhead. The commanding officer however, conceiving ae ; 
that fome advantage might refult from delaying the enemy, re- | 
folved to hazard an action. The fogginefs of the morning, and the 

_ woods, prevented him from difcovering, at firft, the number of the 
enemy. Poflefling himfelf of fome high ground that led to Prince 
Town, he ordered the waggons to return to that place, and directed 
the fortieth regiment to come to his affiftance. When the: enemy 
advanced he poured a heavy difcharge of artillery upon them, which 
did confiderable execution, on account of their not having yet 
formed in a regular line. For a thort. fpace of time a brifk can- 
nonade was carried on on both fides. The van of the enemy be- 
ginning then to be in fome diforder, the feventeenth regiment 

rufhed forward with fixed bayonets, and drove them back toa ravine 

which feparated them from their rear. Great flaughter enfued in 
the endeavour of the enemy to repafs this line. It was faid that, 
had the fifty-fifth regiment fupported the feventeenth with a proper 
degree of {pirit, and had the fortieth regiment obeyed the orders 
tranfmitted them to march to the affiftance of the other oe) regi- ~ KG oth te Mirrhiufhor 
ments, the enemy would have totally failed in their defigns.” But gg te a : 


thefe feem to have been only the excufes with which it was at- | = 


tempted to cover the want of a regular combined difpofition for the ,2,/7 Bn, Pceieee A hos 


attack: A neglect naturally imputable tothe unexpectedneisiof tuch 4. -s xo. Yee 
a meeting with the American army. The feventeenth regiment, fe- , Pruenstwtch ; hat Ht 
vered by their ardour from the reft of the Britifh detachment, cut 4a: waged vtal of ee omg, 
their way through the enemy, and purfued their march to Maiden-/x acy, fLhe ee “9 Hae 
head. This was one of the moft gallant exploits during the 2.0 “ ecge JO Zcp eid ait if 
whole war. Captain Scot, who led that regiment, received very are alte. elapen a 
deferved applanfe for his conduct on that occafion. The Eng- of! Crerg Lote. ddvc lage 
hth fuftered confiderably in killed and wounded, and the Ame-uwe Zaot ee be ering 
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€ HA P. ricans much more. Among the killed, on the part of the latter, was 


Vill. 


eS a eeneral Mercer, whofe lofs was extremely lamented. ‘The fortieth 
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and fifty-fifth regiments being unable to make good their way to 
Maidenhead, effected a retreat to Brunfwick, with the lofs of near 
one half their number. The Americans at the fame time took pof- 
feffion of Prince Town. As foon as daylight appeared, on the 
third of January, lord Cornwallis difcovered the retreat of the 
American army, and entertaining apprehenfions for the fafety of 
Brunfwick, which was in a defencelefs fituation, refolved to march 
inftantly to its relief. On the approach of his lordfhip, general 
Wafhington retreated from Prince Town, and proceeded to Brunt 
wick. Brigadier Matthews, the commanding officer of the garrifon, 
being informed of his approach, took the precaution to fend away 
-the immenfe quantity of ftores that had been placed there for the 
ufe of the army, and with his {mall detachment pofted himfelf on 
fome high grounds commanding the town, intending to check the pro- 
erefs of the enemy, in order to cover the retreat of the ftore-wag- 
eons, which were hurrying along the Rariton to a bridge about two 


miles diftant from the town. The captive general Lee, who was 


~ confined in Brunfwick, was at the fame time difpatched acrofs the 


Rariton in company with thefe waggons. 

Notwithftanding the expedition that general Wafhington ufed in 
his march to Brunfwick, yet his rear was hard prefied by the van 
of the Englith army. He therefore refolved to relinguifh his de- 
figns on Brunfwick, and croffed the Millftone river, breaking down 
the bridge at King’s Town to evade a purfuit. 

The army under lord Cornwallis, haraffed and fatigued, declined 
purfuing the enemy, and proceeded to Brunfwick. Whilft Cornwallis, 
for the neceflary refrefhment of his troops, remained in this town? 
general Wafhington over-ran both Eaft and Weft Jerfey, fpreading his 


army over the Rariton, and penetrating into Effex County, where he 
made 
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made himfelf mafter of the coaft oppofite to Staten Ifland, by feizing 
Newark, Elizabeth Town, and W oodbridge. His head-quarters he 
fixed at Morris Town. This place is fituated amongft hills which 
are difficult of accefs. A fine “country was in his rear, whence ‘he 
could draw fupplies, and through which he could at any time fecure 
an-eafy paflage over the Delaware. 

By fuch judicious movements did general Wathi ington not only 
fave Philadelphia and Penfylvania, but recover the greateft part 
cf the Jerfeys, in defiance of an army infinitely fuperior to his, 
in difcipline, refources, and numbers. Of all their recent extenfive 
poileflions in the Jerfeys, the Englith retained now only the pofts 
of Brunfwick and Amboy ; the firft fituated on the banks of the 
Rariton ; the fecond on a point of land at its mouth. Both places 
have an open communication with New York by fea. 

In all thefe tranfaGtions there was fomething inexplicable, to 
the rational part of mankind. They could not, by any well-founded 
arguments, defend the manner in which the troops were cantoned. 
They could not account for fo flender an eftablifhment being left on 
the two barriers of Trenton and Bordenton. At the firft place Rhalle 
had only twelve hundred Heffians; at the fecond, count Donop’s force 
exceeded not two thoufand. The neglecting to ‘fortify thefe pofts 
neareft the enemy, and moft in danger, feemed to them unpardonable 
The placing the Britith in the greateft numbers fartheft from the 
enemy; the not retaking the pofts on the banks of the Delaware, 


-which pofts covered the whole province of Jerfey: All thefe circum- 


ftances were generally animadverted on with much feverity.. Men 
of plain fenfe could not underftand why the commander in chief, 
at the head of thirty thoufand veteran troops, fhould fuffer an undif- 
ciplined army, not amounting to a fixth part of his own numbers, to 
remain ina province fo lately in his firm poffeffion ; and not only to 


temain there, but to compel him to abandon that province. When 
the 
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the adherents of adminiftration refleéted on the dreadful confequences 
that mutt arife from this erroneous condué, they were reduced toa 
fituation of grief and defpair. 

General Wathington, with his ufual fagacity, perceived that, 
during the winter of 1776, his fituation required enterprife and 
daring expedients; which, while.they harafled the Britifh army, 
would keep his little force in a€tion, and prevent the minds of his 
men from yielding to the fatal effets of defpondence. Small as his 
force was, he always pofted himfelf near the Britifh army. He was 
inceflantly infulting, furprifing, and cutting off their pickets and 
advanced guards ; firm and undaunted amidft want, inclemency of 
weather, and difficulty and danger of every kind. Amboy and 
Brunfwick were in a manner befieged. In this unfavourable and 
indecifive warfare it is {uppofed that more of the Britith were facri- 
ficed than would have been loft in an attack on general Wafhington’s 
whole force, which, at this period, was lefs than four thoufand men, 
moft of them undifciplined and inexperienced, and fuch as might 
have been defeated and difperfed by a fifth part of the Britith 
army. sh fal 

Si William Howe fuffered fuch an enemy, fo greatly inferior 
to his own, as then oppofed him, to remain for fix months within 
twenty-five miles of his head-quarters, without moleftation, and 
without taking any means to revenge the infults that were offered 
daily to the army under his command. 

It has been alleged in defence of fir William Howe’s inactivity 
and paffive demeanour, that he had to attack an enemy, pofted in a 
country containing numberlefs inacceffible pofts, and ftrong natural 
barriers formed by the various combinations of woods, mountains, 
rivers, lakes, and marfhes; and that thefe circumftances might be faid 
to fight the battles of the inhabitants of fuch countries in a defenfive 


war. Allowing the validity of this argument, ftill it will neither acquit 
the 
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the commander in chief of the charge of impolicy, in not crofling 

the Delaware after the capture of Forts Lee and Wafhington, nor in U+~—~ 

the feveral other inftances already mentioned. _ 
Thefe fuccefsful operations on the part ef the Americans were Well-timed 

immediately followed by a proclamation, in the name of general ae 

Wathington, abfolving all thofe who had been induced to také the W#lhington. 

oaths of allegiance tendered by the Britifh commiffioners, and pro- 

mifing them prote€tion on condition of their fubfcribing to a form of 

oath prefcribed by congrefs. The effects of this proclamation were ELS, a0 belie ee 

almoft inftantaneous. The inhabitants of the Jerfeys, who bed. ete a 

conceived a violent hatred to the Britifh army, on accounthemueye GZ lakn CK wenkin 

of their unchecked courfe of plunderingY infantly renounced/ Cn Moly href tan? a 

their allegiance to Great Britain, and attached themfelves toured el Aeasicaceee yal fg 

the caufe of America. Several who were refolved to avenge their’ re ame i 

‘wrongs, joined the army under general Wathington, while others, > SP .. te 

rendered equal fervice to the fide to which they attached themfelves » ie 41, xn Dt Blt , -| 

by fupplying the American army with provifions and fuel, and by A. Ae areDe feffbcka 


conveying intelligence of the operations of the Britith army at Brunt-2429 Chex aes Melia i q iF 
wick and Amboy. ‘ 


_ In confequence of their affiftance, general Wafhington was enabled Saale Tass es € 
to harafs the Englifh greatly. The excurfions which the garrifon ; 
of Brunfwick made for forage, were often attended with fatal con- } 
fequences; and as the American army had extended their line of : ry 
cantonments from Morris Town to Woodbridge, within three 
miles of Amboy, the provifions that were forced to be conveyed by 
Jand to Brunfwick were often cut off by parties of the enemy, who 
were always on the watch, and to whom intelligence was regularly 
conveyed by thofe perfons who inhabited the fpace of ground be- 
tween Amboy and Brunfwick. General Howe too, as has been Howe's con- 
obferved, had iffued proclamations, calling upon the inhabitants. to piapeae te 
join him, in fupporting his majefty’s government, and promifing ot Yee 

vio. I. ha them 
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CH AP. them protection in both perfon and property. But no fooner had 
_——» the army entered the Jerfeys, than the bufinefs (we fay bulinefs, 
"77 for it was a perfe& trade) of plunder began. ‘The friend and the 
foe, from the hand of rapine, fhared alike. The people’s property” | 
was taken, without being paid for, or even a receipt given, which 
would have been evidence that fuch property was taken; leaving 
the payment or non-payment to be determined by the iffue of the 
| ae war, and the political merit of the parties. The Britifh army fo- 
raged indifcriminately, procuring confiderable fupplies of hay, oats, 
Indian corn, cattle, and horfes; which were never or but very 
feldom paid for. Neverthelefs the expences of the extraordinaries 
of the army were rapidly increafing, and ultimately {welled to amoft © - 
unparalleled and alarming amount. 


Before the difafter at Trenton, the people of the Jerfeys were 
well affected to his majefty’s government. Numbers joined the royal 
army; and two brigades of provincials were raifed for the Britifh 
fervice, who, on many fubfequent occafions, difcharged their duty 
with all the zeal of good fubjeéts, and the bravery of veteran fol- 
diers. But when the people found that the promifed protection 
a was not afforded them; that their property was feized, and moft 
| { wantonly deftroyed ; that, in many inftances, their families were 
} infulted, ftripped of their beds, with other furniture—nay, even of 
their very wearing apparel ; they then determined to try the other 
| fide, trufting that they would at leaft, at one period or other, receive 
ae | compenfation for the fupplies taken from them for the ufe of the 
Americanarmy. And it is but juftice to fay that the Americans 
never took any thing from their friends, but in cafes of neceflity; ~ am 
in which cafes they uniformly gave receipts for what they did take, 


> : always living, as long as they could, upon their enemies; and ne- ; 
| 7h ah ver fuffering their troops to plunder their friends with impunity. i} 
Ra But at the fame time it is to be noticed, that the American troops ip 
% . I were 
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were fuffered to plunder the loyalifts, and to exercife with impu- 
nity every act of barbarity on that unfortunate clafs of people ; fre- 
quently infli@ting on them even feourges and ftripes. 

In this manner ended the campaign of 1776; in the courfe of 


which it has been fuficiently feen, how advantages were neg-= 


-le&ted on the one part, and trivial occurrences rendered highly be- 
neficialon the other; and, what activity and perfeverance can effea, 
even with inferiority of ftrength, when oppofed to negligence and 
inertnefs, 
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Proceedings of Congrefs—They determine to renounce all Dependence 
on Great Britain—Sketch of a new American Government. 


ips the midft of thefe operations in the Jerfeys, congrefs were not 
idle. Though they could not afford at prefent much affiftance to 
gencral Wafhington, they refolved to ftrengthen the band of union 
between the thirteen colonies, by putting the laft hand to the. fa- 
mous fyftem of confederacy. 
Hitherto their fyftem of condué& had proceeded upon certain fup- 
pofitions of a reconciliation with the parent ftate. Thofe fuppo- 


fitions, however, were now fuperfeded by the determination that 


had been made to renounce all dependence upon Great Britain, and 
to erect the colonies into fovereign ftates. In confequence of this 
determination; a permanent form of government, relinquifhing every 
idea of a fubordinate connection with the parent ftate, was abfolutely 
neceflary to be fettled. A committee appointed to prepare a new form 
of government, in the outfet of their compofition, made the following 
alteration in the appellation of the colonies: Whereas they had hi- 
therto ftyled themfelves the United Colonies; they now aflumed the 
name of the United States of America. The conftitution ag 
by this committee, was in fubflance as follows : 

1. That each colony fhould bind itfelf to affift the reft, and to re- 
pel the attacks that might be made upon them on any pretence 


whatever. 
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2. That each ftate thould poffefs the power of regulating its own © pooee 


2455 


internal government, and of making laws in all cafes; provided they WH\~—~ 


did not interfere with the general fafety and welfare of the common 
caufe. 

3- That all negotiations, alliances, and treaties, fhould be fub- 
mitted to the confideration of the United States aflembled in general 
congrefs ; and that no ftate in particular was to infringe the provi- 
fions of this article on any pretence whatever. 

4. That it fhould be criminal in any perfon, pofleffing authority 
under the United States, to accept prefents, gratuities, employments, 
or titles, from any foreign power. 

5. That no titles of nobility thould be conferred by the general 
aflembly of the United States, or the aflembly of any particular 
{tates. 

6. That none of the ftates were to form alliances or private treaties 
among themfelves, without the confent of the United States. 

7- That no duties or impofts were to be eftablifhed in any ftate, 
which might tend to infringe the provifions of any treaty which 
the general affembly might think proper to enter into with any fo-~ 
relgn power. 

8. That no particular {tate was.to increafe its naval eftablifhment 
beyond the number prefcribed for each {tate by the general aflembly. 
That the military eftablifhment fhould be governed by the fame re- 
gulation. That a well-difciplined militia was to be kept up in every 
ftate, adequately armed and equipped; and that the public magazines 
fhould always contain a fufficient number of field-pieces, tents, and 
other necefflary implements of war. 

g. That all officers of the rank of colonel, and under, fhould be 
appointed by the legiflative body of each fate. 

10. That the expences of war fhould be defrayed out of the 


general treafury of the United States. 
Dre: L hat 
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11. That in order to conftitute a public fund, adequate to any 


Sy particular exigencies, each of the ftates fhould contribute a certain 
a7 


fum, in proportion to the number of its inhabitants (Indians ex- 
cepted). That this number might be now precifely determined, it 
was provided that the inhabitants of each ftate fhould be numbered 
every three years. This enumeration was then to be fent to the gene- 
ral aflembly of the United States. 

12, The afleflment determined on by this enumeration was to be 
paid by taxes levied by the authority of the legiflative body of each 
ftate. 

13. When any queftion was fubmitted to the decifion of the 
general aflembly, by any particular ftate, that decifion was to be 
binding. { 

14. War was not to be commenced without the confent of the 
general aflembly, except in cafes of invafion, or where it was known 
that an invafion was intended, and the danger was too prefling to 
ebtain the confent of the general affembly. 

15. Commiffions to veflels or letters of marque and reprifal were 
not to be granted by any particular ftate, till after a declaration of 
war by the general aflembly. 


16. For the general intereft of the United States, each {tate was: 


to nominate a certain number of delegates, who were to meet at 


Philadelphia on the fir’ Monday in November of each year. 


17. To each ftate was to be attached the power of recalling their 
delegates, at any part of the year, and of appointing others in their 


room. The delegates of each ftate were to be maintained at the 
expence of that ftate, during the fitting of the general affembly, and 
alfo as long asthey were members of the council of flate. 

18. Each ftate wasto have a vote for the decifion of queftions in. 
the general. aflembly.. 
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19. To the general affembly alone was to belong the right of © ce P, 


deciding on peace and war; to determine in all eafes of capture, 
whether by fea or land; to conftitute tribunals for the trial of piracies; 
to appoint and receive ambafladors ; to negotiate treaties ; to de- 
cide the differences between each ftate; to coin money; to re- 
gulate commerce; to treat in all matters concerning the Indians; to 
appoint general officers of the land and naval forces ; and to dire&t 
the operations of both in time of war. 

20. Acouncil of ftate wasto be appointed by the general aflembly, 
and alfo fuch committees and civil officers as fhould be neceflary to 
‘difpatch the public bufinefs during their fitting. The public af- 
fairs were to be under the direétion of the council of ftate, after the 
rifing of the general aflembly. ) 

21. The prefident and other officers were to be appointed by the 
general aflembly, to which were to belong the right and power of 
fixing the fums neceflary to be raifed for the public defence, and of 
determining the application of thofe fums; of borrowing money 
and of creating bills; of building and fitting out fleets ; of deciding 
on the number of troops neceflary to be raifed ; of calling upon 
each ftate for its proportion of military affiftance, and of requir- 
ing it to arm and equip the forces raifed in obedience to this requi- 
fition, in a proper manner. 

22. The general affembly was to be allowed the power of de- 
manding of any particular ftate more than its juft proportion; and 
compliance with this power was not to be refufed, unlefs the legifla- 
tive body of the ftate fhould deem fuch compliance to be injurious. 
to its fecurity and fafety. : 

23. The general affembly was not to exercife any of the powers 
contained in the twenty-firft article, unlefs nine of the thirteen {tates 
fhould confent to it. On every point whatever, a decifion fhould be 


made by the majority of the United States. 
24, No 
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25. No perfon poffefled of any employment, or receiving a falary, 
or wages, was eligible to the office of a delegate. 

26. The general afflembly was to publith, monthly, a journal of 
their proceedings, except what might relate to treaties, alliances, or 
military operations, which it fhould be deemed neceflary to keep 
fecret. . | 

27. The council of flate was to confift of one delegate of each 
ftate, chofen by the other delegates of the faid ftate. 

Article 28th related to the powers of the council of ftate, which, 
during the adjournment of the general aflembly, were fimilar to 
thofe allowed to the general aflembly. 

2g. If Canada fhould be willing to accede to the prefent fyftem 
of confederation, it was to be allowed all the benefits of it, and to 
be admitted into the union. No other colony, however, was to be 
admitted but by the confent of nine of the United States. 

The foregoing articles were to be fubmitted to the legiflative bo- 
dies of each ftate. If they approved of them, they were to au- 
thorife their delegates to ratify them in the general aflembly: Thus 
ratified, the provilions of them were to be implicitly obeyed by all, 
and an eternal union was thus to be eftablifhed. Such were the 
conditions of this celebrated treaty of union. After they had been 
prepared by the committee, they were fubmitted to congrefs, and 
folemnly difcufled. Having received the approbation of congrefs, 
they were tran{mitted to the different colonies, and then ratified by 
all the delegates, who figned them on the fourth of October 1776. 

Such caol, deliberate, and refolute condu@ was the more remark- 
able, that congrefs had now to contend with an additional enemy. 
This enemy was the Indians.—It has been fhewn how unfucceff- 
ful every attempt had hitherto proved to detach the fouthern cola- 
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nies from the fupport of the common caufe to their own immediate C H_A P.- 


IX. 


defence, by involving them in civil war through the means of the W~— 


Regulators and Highland emigrants in the Carolinas, or of the ne- 
groes in Virginia. It has alfo been fhewn that the provincials ad- 
duced thefe attempts as charges againft their feveral governors. Un- 
fucceisful, however, as thefe endeavours had hitherto been, the con- 
fequences that would refult from fuch a plan of operations were too 
important to be negleGted. Britifh agents were again employed in 
engaging the Indians to make a diverfion, and to enter the fouthern 
colonies on their back and defencelefs parts. Accuftomed to their 
difpofitions and habits of mind, the agents found but little difficulty 
in bringing them over to their purpofe by dint of prefents, and hopes 
of fpoil and plunder. The plan of ation that was to be adopted 
in confequence of this confent, on the part of the Indians, was as 
follows: A large body of men was to be fent to Weft Florida, in 
order to penetrate through the territories of the Creeks, Cherokees, 
and Checkefaw Indians. The warriors of thefe nations were to 
join the body, and the Carolinas and Virginia were immediately to 
be invaded. At the fame time the attention of the colonifts was to 
be diverted by another formidable naval and military force, which 
was to make an impreflion on the fea-coafts. 
But this undertaking was not to depend folely on the Britith army 
and the Indians. It was intended to engage the affiftance of the 
white inhabitants of the back fettlements, who were known to be 
well affeCted to the Britith caufe. Circular letters were accordingly 
fent to thofe perfons by Mr. Stuart, the principal agent for Indian 
affairs, requiring not only the well-affeted, but alfo thofe who 
wifhed to preferve their properties from the miferies of civil war, 
to repair to the royal ftandard, as foon as it fhould be ereéted in 
the Cherokee country, with all their horfes, cattle, and pro- 
vifions, for which they fhould be liberally paid.. They were 
Vo. I. Kk likewife 
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LA. 


Qn pred 
1776. 


diftinguifh them from the king’s enemies, to fubfcribe a written de- 
claration of their allegiance. Thefe operations were conducted with 
fuch plaufibility, that confiderable hopes were entertained of their 
fuccefs. Already had a large number of the Indians declared in 
favour of the Englifh; and even the Six Nations, who had fworn to 
the obfervance of a ftrit neutrality, violated their oaths, and com- 
mitted feveral aéts of hoftility. Matters were not yet ripe for ex- 
ecution, when the Creeks, a bloody and cruel race, eager to partake 
of the expected plunder, refolved not to await the arrival of the 
Britith troops, but to commence the infurrection immediately. ‘They 
proceeded in the execution of their intentions with incredible bar- 
barity ; but finding that they were not fupported, and beginning to 
confider that they fhould be overpowered if they adted fingly, they 
paufed in their career, and, in a confultation among the chiefs, it 
was determined to defift from hoftilities, and to fue for a peace with 
the colonifts. In the prefent fituation of affairs their requeft was 
eafily complied with, and they returned to their native poileffions. 


The Cherokees, ignorant of the determination of the Creek In- 
dians, fent them word, as foon as they had completed their prepara- 
tions, that they were going to march againft the enemy, and in- 
treated their affiftance. The Creeks, however, returned for an- 
fwer, “ that the Cherokees had plucked the thorn out of their foot, 
“ and were welcome to keep it.’ The Cherokees, notwith- 
ftanding this repulfe, proceeded to invade the back fettlements of 
Virginia and the Carolinas with inconceivable fury and barbarity; 
but their career was foon checked. ‘The inhabitants of the pro- 
vinces of Carolina and Virginia immediately aflembled a large 
militia, which marched with great expedition to the relief of the 
back fettlers. ‘The Cherokees were foon driven from the places of 
which they had poffefled themfelves, and purfued into their own 
country, 
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country, where their towns, their habitations, and their fields were © H A P. 


laid wafte, and a prodigious number of their warriors defiroyed. 
In this dreadful dilemma they were glad to accept of any terms the 
conquerors chofe to impofe on them. The Checkefaws, who, for- 
tunately for them, had not completed their preparations, as foon as 
they heard of the ill fuccefs that had attended their neighbours, the 
Creeks and the Cherokees, determined to remain quietly within their 
own confines. Thus, for the prefent, ended the defigns of the Englifh 
on the back fettlements of America. The event was peculiarly 
fortunate for congrefs; for it made them formidable to the Indians, 
and attached feveral of the back fettlers to their caufe, convincing 
them that they had now nothing to hope from a continuance of their 
attachment to the government of Great Britain. 

The congrefs, relieved from any apprehenfions of an invafion 
on their frontier fettlements, and the grand fyftem of confede- 
ration being now ratified, were enabled to concentrate their attention 
upon general Wafhington, whofe army they laboured with uncom- 
mon activity and diligence to fupply with the neceflaries it wanted, 
and with new levies of men, in order that the enfuing campaign 
might be commenced with a proper degree of vigour. 
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Situation of Affairs in Canada—General Carleton fends an Arma- 
ment againft Grown Point and Ticonderoga—Force oppofed to 
this by the Americans. 


Point and Ticonderoga, and were mafters of Lake Champlain. 
To difpoffefs them of thefe pofts was an arduous and a difhcult 
tafk, inafmuch as the Britith had not a veflel on Lake Champlain 


sane to oppofe the American fleet. Difficult however as it was, general 
Carleton 

equips an ar- Carleton refolved to ufe every effort to procure a naval force ade- 
mament : ° ° : 

againtt quate'to the importance of the obje& in view. ‘Thirty vellels were 


Crown Point 
and Viconde- 
ropa. 


neceflary to acquire a fuperiority of force on the Lake. The largelt 
were fent from England; but it was found neceflary to take them to 
pieces. It was alfo requifite to tranfport overland, and drag up the 
Wi dr dy oe ey rapid currents of St. Therefe and ot John’s, with BIS ee bea 
: Z [Fa number of flat boats of great burthen, a gondola, weighing thirty 
en © Cane Con? 44 tad tons, and above four hundred batteaux. 
AGL : In fpite of the fatigue of the undertaking, and the complexity of 
CS aiifficulty that attended it, the tafk was eompleted in about three 
months. Difpatch indeed was rendered abfolutely neceflary; for the 


BANK 


winter feafon was approaching, and it was wifhed that the objec 
fhould be attained before the feverities of the feafon fhould render 
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—— linquifhing their defigns on Canada, ftill pofleffed Crown 
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any attempts of the kind impradticable. The difficulty of the C HAP. 


{cheme may be conceived from the following relation: The nee 
lith had to pafs two inland feas, to fubdue an unknown force on 
each, and to make themfelves mafters of Crown Point and Ticon- 
deroga. 

In addition to thefe impediments, the communication be« 
tween Lakes George and Champlain would not admit the paflage 
of thofe veffels of force, which, after being fuccefsful on one 
lake, might be wanted on the other. Should, however, all thefe 
difficulties be overcome, then the army would fill have to march 
through intricate forefts, deep moraffes, fwamps, and a country full: 
in a ftate of nature, before they could arrive at Albany, the firft poft 
fouthward. But the magnitude of the obje@ rendered all thefe dif. 
ficulties and dangers light: For general Carleton, in difpoffefiing 
the enemy of Crown Point and Ticonderoga, and in fecuring the 
potleflion of Lakes George and Champlain, had not only in view 
the clearing the frontiers of Canada, but of opening a communi- 
cation with the northern and middle colonies, which he conceived 
he could then invade at will. Befides, by poflefiing Hudfon’s River, 
he knew that he fhould be able to co-operate with general Howe, 
and to afford him affiftance in cafe of emergency. Added to thefe 
advantages, fhould fuccefs attend the prefent undertaking, the 
fouthern would be feparated from the northern provinces. The 
latter would, of courfe, be under the neceflity of fuftaining the at- 
tacks of two armies, or of yielding to fuch terms as fhould be im- 
pofed upon them, leaving the fouthern colonies to continue the war 


alone. Nor could general Wathington then hold the pofleffion of 


the Jerfeys, unlefs he chofe to expofe himfelf to the difadvantageous 
predicament of encountering a fuperior army in front, and the Ca~ 
nadian forces in his rear. 


About 
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pofed to the 
Britifh arma- 
ment by the 
Americans 
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About the beginning of Ofober the Englith fleet was ready to 
oppofe the enemy on Lake Champlain. It confifted of the following 
veffels: The Inflexible, mounting eighteen twelve-pounders; which 
veffel had been re-conftru€ted at St. John’s in twenty-eight days 
after her keel had been laid down; one {chooner, mounting four- 
teen, and another twelve, fix-pounders; a flat-bottomed batteau, 
carrying fix twenty-four, and the fame number of twelve-pounders, 
befides howitzers; and a gondola, with feven nine-pounders. 
Twenty {maller veffels, called gun-boats, carried either brais field- 
pieces, or howitzers. Some long-boats were furnifhed in the 


fame manner. An equal number of large boats ferved as tran{f- 


ports for the troops, baggage, warlike ftores, provifions, and all the 
other neceflaries for the army, that, under convoy of the fhip- 
ping, was to be conveyed acrofs the lakes. ‘This fleet was com- 
manded by captain Pringle, an aétive and brave officer, who had 
under his command feven hundred feamen. The army embarked 
in the batteaux, which were ordered to keep in the rear as foon as 
they had entered Lake Champlain, in order that the fleet might re- 
connoitre the fituation of the enemy. 


The force which the Americans had to oppofe to this armament 
was in every refpeét unequal to it. Their veflels were neither fo 
well conftrudéted nor furnifhed with neceflaries as thofe of the 
Englith; befides, they were inferior in point of number, the 
fleet amounting only to fifteen veflels of different kinds, confift- 
ing of two fchooners, one floop, one cutter, three callies, and 
eight gondolas. Colonel Arnold, who had acquired fuch fame before 
Quebec, was honoured with the command of it. On the eleventh 
of O&ober the Britifh fleet difcovered that of the enemy, very ad- 
vantageoufly pofted off the Ifland Valicour, with an intention of 
defending the paflage between that ifland and the weftern main. A 
{chooner 
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{chooner and fome gun-boats, being confiderably a-head of the reft 
of the fleet, began the engagement, which was continued for fome 
hours on both fides with great intrepidity. Unfortunately the In- 
flexible, and the other fhips of force, could not advance near enough 
to take a part in the engagement, on account of the unfavourable- 
nefs of the wind: For this reafon captain Pringle, having con- 
fulted general Carleton, thought it advifable to order thofe that were 
engaged to fheer off, and, for the prefent, difcontinue the ation. 


“In this attack the largeft of the enemy’s fhips was forced a-fhore, 


and one of their gondolas funk. Night coming on, the enemy re- 
tired into Cumberland Bay, and captain Pringle, in order to prevent 
their retreat, formed the Britith fleet into a line as near the entrance 
of the bay as poffible. 

Arnold, who was fully fenfible of the infufficiency of his ftreneth, 


. determined to take advantage of the darknefs of the night, and re- 
-treat to Crown Point. 


This determination, notwithftanding the 
proximity of the Britith fleet, he was enabled to execute in part. 
Ne retired out of the bay undifcovered, and on the morning of the 
twelfth of O&ober was out of fight. 
followed him, and the wind proving favourable on the thirteenth, 
he was overtaken a few leagues from Crown Point. Unable to 
avoid an engagement, Arnold refolved to condu@ it with his 
wonted intrepidity and refolution. About noon the engagement 
commenced on both fides, and continued with great fury for two 
hours.. Several of Arnold’s fleet then left him, and retreated 
with great {peed to Ticonderoga. Arnold, however, refufed to fol- 
low their pufillanimous example, and, with the remnant-of his 
fleet, fill continued to refift the attack of the: Britith with una- 
bated intrepidity. At length victory decided again him. His 
fecond largeft galley, called the Washington, commanded by bri- 
gadier- 


The Britith fleet immediately “ 


defeated, 
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gadier-eeneral Waterby, after a defperate refiftance, was at leneth 
forced to firike her colours. Finding then, that all his efforts 
would be ineffe€tual, he refolved to retreat. But even in this 
fituation he difplayed a magnanimity of courage that was alfto- 
nifhing. Though reduced to the neceflity of bending under fu- 
perior power, he refolved that neither his men nor his veffels 
fhould be taken. The Congrefs galley, which he commanded, and 
five other gondolas, were run a-ground by his orders, and as foon 
as the men were landed, burnt down to the water's edge. He re- 
mained himfelf on board his own ‘hip till the was fet fire to in feveral 
places, in order that his flag might not be ftruck by the Englith. 
This victory on the Lakes was obtained without much lofs on 
the fide of the Englith, two gun-boats only being loft, and not 
more than fifty men killed and wounded. On the fifteenth of 
O€ober the Britith fleet anchored off Crown Point, which the enemy 
immediately evacuated, retiring to their main body at Ticonderoga. 
General Carleton difembarking the army at Crown Point, remain- 
ed there till the third of November. As the winter was advancing 
fat, he did not think it advifable to attempt the redution of Ti- 
conderoga. His opinion, however, did not coincide with that of 
other officers. Ticonderoga is but fifteen miles from Crown Point. 
It was well known that the fortifications were in no condition to 
withftand an attack; and indeed, general Gates, convinced of this 
fact, was prepared to evacuate it, as foon as any meafure fhould be 
adopted for the inveftiture of it. With refpe& to the advanced 


-ftate of the feafon, they thought that to be not a very flrong argu- 
‘ment, becaufe eight days would have been fully fuficient for the 
Lore alens ent Clan tainment of the defired obje&. The redu€ion of it would cer-. 
tio Aol n0t focowrcet ainly have forwarded the operations of the enfuing campaign, 
Ais entarns gitar genes and would have increafed the number of loyalifts, a body of 
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perfons from Albany, well affected to Great Britain, having © pas Pp. 
prepared themfelves to join the commander in chief as fooh as W—~ 


he fhould arrive at Ticonderoga. General Carleton remained not 
long at Crown Point, but returned to St. John’s, and placed the 
army in winter-quarters, Ifle aux Noix, being the frontier poft, 
and the cantonments extending through different parts of the 
country. — 
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Inevitable Necefity of War in the general Opinion of ihe Britife 
Nation—Diftre/s of the Weft Indies—Capture of American Pri- 
vateers—Condudt of France and Spain—Meeting of Parhament— 
Debates in both Houfes. 

& 

WV AR, in the opinion of a great majority of the people: of 

Great Britain, was now inevitable. ‘There was, indeed, a 
kind of paffion for it that pervaded the whole nation; nor 
could the depredations of the American cruizers, the capture of 
many richly-laden Weft India veffels, and the confequent failure of 
feveral large houfes in the city, retard its operation, or arreft its 
effea&. Such a difpofition could not but be extremely agreeable 
to adminiftration, becaufe it procured them a degree of ftability 
that feemed to defy the attacks of an oppofition ill connected, and 
proceeding on no regular or given line of condu&. In both houfes 
of parliament the force of government was fully adequate to every 
defire that adminiftration could entertain; neverthelefs,a few days 
before the recefs, the upper houfe received an addition of ten new 
peers. In every preceding debate on the American war, thofe who 
oppofed it had always predi€ted that it would involve the Britith 

Weft India iflands in great calamity and diftrefs. Such predictions 

were then treated as chimerical. _ . 

In July, accounts were received of a fcarcity in the iflands of the 
neceflaries of life, which, on that account, had, within a fhort period, 
rifen to four. times their ufual price. Other wants began to multi- 
ply; butas they did not immediately relate to a {carcity of neceflary 
fuftenance, 
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fuftenance, they were felt lefs fenfibl ly than otherwife they would © o Pe ee 


have been. In addition to’thefe diftrefles, the riegroes in Jamaica had 
meditated an infurrection, which, however, was happily cruthed before 
it had attained any dangerous height. Our military fireneth in 
Jamaica was but weak, on account of the drafts that had been made 
for the American fervice. The naval force was on the point of 
being employed in convoying home a large flect of merchantmen, 
which had completed their homeward-bound inveftments. Their 
departure was to be the period at which the infurre@tion wae to 
commence. By fome fortunate event the plan was difcovcred. 
The naval force, of courfe, was detained, and the merchantmen re- 
mained a month beyond the time fixed for their departure. After 
the mutinous {pirit of the negroes had been fufficiently quelled, the 
merchantmen were fuffered to depart; but the delay produced the 
moft ruinous confequences. The Americans thereby gained time to 
equip their privateers, and bad weather feparating the fleet, many 
of our merchantmen, whofe cargoes were extremely valuable, fell 
into their hands. The Britith nation, by thefe captures alones 
during the year 1776, loft property to the amount of above a million 
fterling. 

It was about the middle of this year that France and Spain began 
to manifeft a hoftile difpofition towards Great Britain. Their ports 
in Europe were open to the American privateers, and Englith prizes 
were fold without any attempts to make fuch fales fecret. Govern- 
ment remonftrated againft fuch proceedings; but their remonftrances 
were attended but with little effet: For though the open difpofal of 


prizes was checked, yet the practice ftill continued in fecret. In 


the French Weft India iflands, the countenance given to the Ame- 
ricans was much more avowed. French vefflels accepted American 
commiffions, and carried on hoftilities againft the commerce of 
Great Britain, even without any American feamen on board. Theéfe 
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i_+~— it was judged neceflary that, for a time, the affertion of the national 
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dignity and character fhould be fufpended. 

In confequence of thefe captures by the American cruizers and the 
French veffels with American commiflions, the price of infurance 
was confiderably increafed ; but that upon veflels bound from the 
Wek Indies amounted to the enormous fum of twenty-three pounds 
per cent. 

Tt was now apparent to all, that Great Britain would not have 
only one enemy to contend with. Spain and France were bufily 
employed in making warlike preparations; the object of which, it 
was reafonably fuppofed, was to co-operate with America. Befides, 
the hoftile difpofition of each of the two powers was fufhciently 
difcernible from their treatment of the ally of Great Britain, 
Portugal. Thefe circumftances were fufficient to infufe into the 
mind of adminiftration a confiderable degree of difquiet and alarm : 
Neverthelefs they prepared to meet the impending ftorm with re- 
folution, in which, it has been faid, and generally believed, they were 
encouraged and confirmed from avery high quarter. Nor, indeed, 
is there any thing more natural than that the auguft perfonage, 
now alluded to, confcious of a juft caufe, breathing the courage of his 
royal anceftry, and animated by the general vows of his people, fhould 
be willing to call forth all the refources, in order to maintain the 
glory, with the individuality, of the empire; refources which, in fpite 
of all our enemies, would have ultimately led to fafety and triumph, 
if they had been as prudently employed as they were liberally 
cpened. About the middle of OGober fixteen additional fhips were 
put into commilffion, and feamen were invited to enter into the 
fervice, by a bounty of five pounds per man. A proclamation was 
iffued, commanding all Britifh feamen, who were employed in any 


vforeign fervice, to return to England: A fecond and a third were 


iflued, 
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iffued, laying an embargo on the exportation of provifions from 
Great Britain and Ireland; and the fourth commanded the ob- 
fervance of a faft.. } 

On the thirty-frft of O&ober 1776, both houfes of parliament 
affembled, and the following is the fubftance of the fpeech de- 
livered to them from the throne: It began by afluring them, 


that it would have afforded his majefty much fatisfaCtion to have » 


-been able to inform them that the difturbances in the revolted 
colonies were at an end, and that the people of America, recover- 
ing from their delufion, had returned to their duty; but fo muti- 
nous and determined was the fpirit of thofe who led them, that they 
had openly abjured and renounced all connection and communica- 
tion with the mother-country, and had rejected, with the utmoft con- 
tempt, every concilitory propofition that had been fubmitted to them. 
After alluding to the late declaration of congrefs, in which they 
had erected the colonies into fovereign and independent ftates, it was 
contended that much mifchief would accrue, not only to the com- 
merce of Great Britain, but to the general fyftem of Europe, if this 
rebellion and revolt were fuffered to take root. Neverthelefs it was 
afferted, that this benefit would refult from the open declaration of 
the rebellious colonies—that their. intentions being now clearly un- 
derftood, would produce unanimity at home, becaufe every one mutt 
be convinced of the neceflity of the meafures propofed to be adopted. 
The fuccefs of the Britifh arms in Canada, and on the fide of New 
York, was adduced as a good reafon for fuppofing that the moft be- 
neficial confequences would arife from it. Another campaign, how- 
ever, muft be prepared for, and the fupplies neceflary for carry~ 
ing it on, procured as foon as poflible. 

The condué of Spain towards the Britith ally, Portugal, was next 
adverted to; and it was ftated that, though a continuance of the ge- 
neral tranquillity in Europe was hoped, yet it was thought moft ad- 

vifable 
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C HAP. vifeable to increafe the defenfive refources at home. The difpofition 


of other European powers was declared to be pacific. After ex- 
preffing a convidtion of the cheerfulnefs with which the neceflary 
fupplies would be granted, the fpeech in conclufion affured both 
houfes that his majefty had no other end in view, by his prefent 
fyftem of condud, than to reftore the revolted colonies-to their former 
fituation of profperity and fecurity under the dominion of Great 
Britain. ‘The addreffes in anfwer to this fpeech were couched in the 
ufual form: Amendments, however, were propofed in both houfes. 
In the houfe of commons lord John Cavendifh moved an amend- 
ment to the following effe&: It included an enlarged view of the 
conduét of adminiftration with refpe&t to America, and exprefled 
great regret at beholding the hearts of a large, and hitherto loyal, 
portion of his majefty’s fubjets alienated from his government. 
This event, it was contended, could not have been produced with- 
out great mifcondudt on the part of thofe who poflefled the direc- 
tion of the affairs of government; the particulars of which mif- 
conduct were ftated, at great length, and with much animation, in 
the houfe of lords. A fimilar amendment, propofed by the 
marquis of Rockingham, was defended by fimilar arguments. 
The minifter however, as ufual, was fupported by a ‘large ma- 
jority. In the houfe of commons the amendment propofed by 
lord John Cavendith was rejeted by two hundred and forty-two, 
and fupported by. only eighty-feven. The original addreis was 
then put ahd carried. In the upper houfe the friends of the 
minifter were equally numerous. The marquis of Rockingham’s 
motion was negatived by ninety-one lords to twenty-fix. The 
propofed amendment, however, was entered in the Journals of the - 
houfe, in form of a proteft, and figned by fourteen peers. Yet 
was not the minifter fupported by a large majority in parliament 
only: The obftinate and unvarying oppofition which the Americans 
2 had: 
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had fhewn towards the mother-country, and the arguments that © a AP. 
had been adduced by the adherents of adminiftration, had, in a ara; 


great manner, eftranged the hearts of the people from their brethren 
in the colonies. Perhaps too, from national pride, which it is not 
my intention to condemn, they were induced to fupport the war, 


from a with that the mother-country might convince the Sais 


that the poffeffed the means of fubduing all who were hardy enough 
_to oppofe her. 


1776. 


H1iS.T.O RW, OF, TERE. 


CoH MASP ax: 


Proclamation ifued by Lord and General Howe—Debates upon tt— 
The American Laws propofed to be revifed by Lord Fohun Cavendifh— 
This Motion rejetted—The Propriety of a partial Seceffion confidered 
—Seamen voteda—Naval Affairs—Supplies for the Military and 
Naval Service—Recefs of Parliament.—1 776. 


CH A P. SCARCELY had the addreffes from both houfes been prefented 
a to his majefty, when the proclamation iflued by lord Howe and 
his brother, fubfequently to the capture of New York, was publifhed 
in one of the morning papers. This was conceived to be extraordi- 

Hh ~ nary, becaufe, although two gazettes had been publifhed the pre- 

( ceding day, no notice had been taken of fuch a proclamation in 

either of them. On the day on which the proclamation ap- 

Nov.6, peared in the morning paper, lord John Cavendifh fubmitted it 

to the confideration of the houfe of commons, though he af- \ 

fected not to confider it in any other light than asa forgery, 

D and an impofition on the people, which required exemplary 

punifhment. 

) In reply to this fpeech, the minifter acknowledged that fuch a pro- 
clamation had been made, and-that the paper now produced con- 
tained an authentic copy of it. Lord John Cavendith, on receiving 

i | this information, immediately rofe with great warmth and indig- 

nation. He reprobated the conduct of adminiftration, contending 

that they had grofsly infulted the houfe by withholding fuch an im- 

3 portant | 
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portant piece of intelligence, and by fuffering it to come to the 
knowledge of the public through the medium of a common paper. 
But this treatment was not different from that which the minifter 
had thought proper to fhew to parliament from the commencement 
_of the American difturbances; a treatment that, whilft the thadow 
of a conftitution remained, and minifters continued to be refpon- 
fible for their condu@, could mot be defended on any grounds or 
by any.arguments whatever. Adiminifratio on, on the other hand, 
and their adherents, contended that the promife held out in the 
proclamation by the commiffioners was not novel. It was only 
purfuing that mode of conduét which had been adopted by parlia- 
ment at the commencement of the difiurbances, viz. the. reftora- 
.tion of peace to America. With regard to the infulting treatment 
with which adminiftration had been charged in not publifhing the 
proclamation in the gazette, it was faid, that it feemed not to be of 
fufficient importance, becaufe it was neither a treaty, nor part of 
one; it only formed a preliminary, which might eventual lly lead to 
one. If, therefore, this ernie were even important enough 
to be laid before parliament, minifters were juftified in not purfuing 
fuch a meafure by precedent. The negotiation between Mr. Pitt 
and M, De Bufly was not laid before the houfe of commons during 
‘its pendency. The motion for a committee was oppofed in the 
moft ftrenuous manner. It was contended that it would tend rather 
to impede than accelerate the negotiations of the commiuflioners,, 
and to infufe into the minds of the Americans improper jealoufies 
and apprehenfions. Befides, it would be impolitic to feem too fond 
of conceding; for the Americans would then demand more than 
they might originally intend. . Another, and moft forcible, ob- 
ection to the motion was, that it would be abfurd to confider of 

the revifal or repeal of laws, the authority of which was denied in 
the moft unqualified manner. America had declared herfelf -inde- 
Vou. I. Mm pendent. 
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pendent. The firft point therefore to be fettled, preliminary to any 
negotiation, was the queftion of independence. As long as fhe 
perfifted in this pHepentiongal no treaty could be begun, and all 
conceffions would be difhonourable. If fhe confented to give it up, 
and to acknowledge the authority of the mother-country, then 
would be the proper feafon to revife and repeal obnoxious laws, and 
to eftablifh regulations confonant with the rights of thofe who were to 
be bound by them. From the approaching campaign much was to 
be expected. The tyranny of the congrefs would operate in favour 

of the Britith caufe, and the acknowledged fuperiority of the Britifh 
troops, both in number and in difcipline, would produce confequences 
favourable to the mother-country, and likely to put a fpeedy termi-’ 
nation to the war. After a very long and interefting debate, the 
motion was put, and the houfe divided: Forty-feven fupported the 
motion, and one hundred and nine voted againft it. 


The rejection of this motion. produced an extraordinary effect. 
Several members of the minority withdrew themfelves whenever any 
queftions relative to America were difcufled. They did not wholly 
refrain from attending the houfe ; but as foon as the private bufinefs 
of the day was difpatched, they made their ufual obeifance to the 
{peaker, and retired. ‘Thus, for fome time, all debates upon im- 
portant fubjeéts were avoided, and vaft {upplies were granted without 
a fingle obfervation with refpe& to their tendency, or the purpofes 
to which they were to be applied. ‘The members who feceded ad- 
duced the following reafons in juftification of their conduct: As 
affairs were at prefent fituated, all oppofition to the propofitions of 
government, with refpeét to American affairs, was not only fruit- 
lefs, but contemptible, on account of the numbers that fupported 
the minifter on every queftion, They were tired with oppofing 
reafon and argument to fuperior power and numbers. This conduct, 
however, of the feceding members, did not receive the ayyprobation 


of — 
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of the oppofition in general. Several contended that a partial fe- © ae P. 

ceflion was inconfiftent with the duties attached to the fituation of ~~ 

a member of parliament. \ A colleétive feceflion had been fanétioned cy 

by a precedent in the reign of the firft Charles, but it ought always ey near area Ie “wy ae 

to be general. me ap’. 
The difunion occafioned by this difference of opinion, added 

greatly to the ftrength of adminiftration, and contributed not a 

little.to increafe the number of thofe who fupported the continuance 

of the war. When the minifter, in a committee of fupply, propofed pee 

that forty-five thoufand feamen fhould be voted for the fervice of Sie ee 

the enfuing year, Mr. Luttrell, a member in oppofition, feized the 

opportunity of reprobating, in very fevere terms, the conduc of the 

peer who poffeffed the rank of firft lord of the admiralty. He 

charged him with wilfully impofing on the parliament and the nation 

by a fallacious account of the ftate of the navy both with refped& to 

the fhips and the feamen. The minifter, in reply to thefe obferv- 

ations, vindicated the condu& of the peer alluded to, and con- 

tended that it was improper to attack a perfon who, from his fta- 

tion, could not defend himfelf in that houfe. He alfo alleged, that 

the introdution of the accufation, without any previous notice, was 

diforderly, and inconfiftent with the rule of parliament. 


Mr. Luttrell, however, infifted that, as a member of parliament, 
he had a right to make fuch obfervations on the condu& of minifters 
as appeared to him to be well-founded. With refpeé to the want of 
a formal aceufation, he would remove all objeétions on that head 
when the houfe fhould be refumed. Accordingly he took the 
eatlieft opportunity of moving for feveral returns of the navy. 
Thefe, he contended, would eftablifh the charges he had adduced 
againft the noble lord, and convince the houfe what was the real 
ftate of the naval refources of the country. Thefe returns, how- i 
ever, were refufed by adminiftration, and their refufal was fupported 
Mm2 on 
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c es P. on the following grounds: It was contended that a dit 
is clofure of the naval ftrength or weaknefs of the country would be 

77 attended with injurious confequences, inafmuch as, if Great Britain 
were fuperior to other powers, they would be induced to be more 
eircumfpect in their defigns, and if fhe were weaker than them, they 
would thereby be encouraged to take advantage of our defencelefs 
fituation. , 

The fupplies for the navy, granted this year, amounted to three 
millions two hundred and five thoufand five hundred and five 
pounds ; including the ordinary, at four hundred thoufand pounds; 
and the expences of building and repairing fhips, at four hundred 
and fixty-two thoufand five hundred pounds. In this account, how- 
ever neither the fum voted to Greenwich hofpital, nor the million 
granted at the clofe of the feflion for the difcharge of the navy debt, 
were included. The fupplies for the military eftablifhment amounted 
to a fum little lefs than the fupplies for the navy—the amount was . 
three millions. The extraordinaries, however, of the preceding " 
year, amounting to one million two hundred thoufand pounds, with 
frefh contra€ts for German forces, expences of half-pay and Chelfea . 
Adjourn.  hofpital, were not included in the grofs fum. All the neceflary 
pent of Pa Dublic bufinefs being difpatched on the thirteenth of December, both 

houfes adjourned to the twenty-firft of January. 
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Letters of Marque and Reprifal Bill—Bill for fecuring Perfons charged 
with High-Treafon—Debates upon it—Amendment propofed by Mr. 
Dunning—Agreed to—The Bill carried through both Houfes—Ex- 
traordinary unprovided Expences of the War voted—Motion for 
an Addrefs to the Throne by the Earl of Chatham—Rejetted— 
Prorogation of the ie Sachi 


S foon as the patidinent met after the recefs, a bill was paffed, 

authorifing any owners or captains of private merchant-thips 

to make prizes of all veflels belonging to the thirteen American co= 
lonies. 

On the fixth of February, the minifter moved in the houfe of 
commons for leave to bring in a bill, to fecure and detain perfons 
charged with, or fufpected of, the crime of hieh-treafon, committed 
in America or on the high feas, or the crime of piracy. In fupport 
of his motion he obferved that, during the prefent difturbances, 
prifoners had,been made in the actual commiffion of the crime of 
high-treafon ; others, fufpected of the fame crime, could not be fe- 
cured, on account of the want of fufficient evidence. Formerly, in 
cafes of rebellion and revolt, and when an invafion was apprehended, 
parliament granted this power to the crown; but in the prefent 
period, as neither rebellion at home, nor invafion from abroad, were 
in danger of being experienced, he fhould not requeft that power 
in its full extent. The law now did not empower government 
officially to apprehend the moft fufpeéted perfon, nor could the crown 
confine rebel prifoners or pirates in any other place than in the com- 
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mon gaols. ‘To remedy thefe inconveniences, and to empower his . 
majefty to confine fuch perfons in the fame manner as other pri- 
foners of war, until criminal proceedings could be inftituted againft 
them, were the obje€&ts propofed to be attained by the prefent. 
bill. Leave was given for the introduction of the bill: On the 
gueftion for the fecond reading of it, it appeared that the enacting 
claufe rendered all perfons taken in the act of high-treafon, or fuf- 
pected of it, liable to be committed to prifon without bail or trial, 
during the continuance of the law. When the queftion was put, a 
gentleman of great eminence in his profeffion (Mr. Dunning) 
animadverted feverely on the condu& of the minifter, in attempting, 
when the houfe was thinly attended, to introduce and precipitate the 
paflage of a bill, which was to undermine that bulwark of the con- 
{titution, the Habeas Corpus act. Time, he contended, ought to 
be given to the nation to confider whether they would furrender the 
foundation and corner-ftone of all the rights which they poflefled. 


For thefe reafons, and inorder to prevent the fecond reading of the 


bill, he moved that it fhould be printed; in which the minifter was 
under the neceflity of acquiefcing. The introdudtion of this bill re- 


called feveral of thofe: members who had feceded from the houfe. 


In every ftage through which the bill paffed, it was violently op- 
pofed by the minority, who contended that no reafon exifted for in- 
vefting the crown with fo dangerous a power; that it would tend 
to widen the breach between the mother-country and the colonies, 
and cut off all hopes of a conciliation of the differences between them, 
Befides, it was contended, that the power might be extended to in- 
nocent perfons, and would thereby become an inftrument of tyranny 
and oppreflion. Several amendments were propofed, all of which were 
rejected, except one on the third reading, propofed by Mr. Dun- 
ning. The amendment was contained in the following claufe: 
“ Provided alfo, and be it hereby declared, that nothing herein 
* contained 
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contained is intended, or fhall be conftrued to extend to the cafe 
of any other prifoner or prifoners, than fuch as have been in fome 


* one of the colonies before mentioned, or on the high feas, at the 


** time or times of the offence or offences wherewith he or they 


“* fhall be charged.” ‘The amendment, with fome trifling alteration : 
was agreed to. ‘The acceptance of this claufe afforded great joy to 
the minority, who confidered the bill as divefted thereby of the 
moft dangerous tendency. Neverthelefs they ftill continued to op- 
pofe the principle of the bill with undiminifhed vigour and unwea- 
ried perfeverance. In this, however, they were unfuccefsful, and 
the bill was paffed without a divifion. | 

In the houfe of lords, no oppofition was made to it, all the peers 
in the minority having abfented themfelves, except the earl of 
Abingdon. 

About the latter end of February, the feveral extraordinary un- 
provided expences of the war, to the amount of two millions one 
hundred and feventy thoufand pounds, were defrayed by the houfe 
of commons. No debates of any importance relative to the American 
war occurred in either houfe, tillthe end of May. An addrefs to 
the throne was then moved in the houfe of peers, by the venerable 
earl of Chatham. At this period his lordfhip laboured under many 
bodily infirmities. Neverthelefs his intelleCtual vigour remained un- 
impaired, and, in his zeal to ferve his country, the enfeebled ftate 
of his body was forgotten. His lordfhip had in former periods re- 
peatedly endeavoured to reconcile the differences between the co- 
lonies and the mother-country, and though his attempts were not at- 
tended with the defired effet, yet he refolved to make one effort more. 

The lords being accordingly fummoned on the thirtieth of May, his 


Jordfhip moved that an addrefs fhould be prefented to his majefty, 


reprefenting that the houfe of lords were fenfible of the ruin that 
threatened the country from a continuation of the unnatural war with 
the 


agreed to. 


The bill car- 
ried through 
both houfes. 
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Cc at P. the Britith colonies in America, and advifing that the moft fpeedy and 
UH effectual meafures fhould be taken for putting a period to fuch fatal 


hoftilities, upon the only juft and folid foundation, namely, the 
removal of the accumulated grievances ; with an affurance, that the 
houfe would enter upon that great and neceflary work with cheer- 
fulnefs and difpatch, in order to open to his majefty the only means 
of regaining the affections of the Britith colonies, and of fecuring to 
Great Britain the ‘commercial advantages of thofe valuable pof- 
feflions; fully perfuaded that to heal andto redrefs would be more 
congenial with the goodnefs and magnanimity of his majefty, and more 
prevalent over the hearts of generous and free-born fubjects, than 
the rigours of chaftifement, and the horrors of civil war, which hi- 
therto had ferved only to fharpen refentment and confolidate union, 
and, if continued, muft finally end in diflolving all ties between 
Great Britain and her colonies. , 

Such was the purport of the addrefs. In commenting 
on the neceffity of an aflent being given to it, his ‘lord- 


hip declared, that under the words accumulated grievances, he 


meant to convey every tranfaction, with refpe& to America, fince 
1763, and the redrefs of all their grievances, including more par— 
ticularly the right of difpofing of their own money, This fpirit of 
gonduct would pave the way for treaty and negotiation; it would. 
teftify the amicable temperament of the parliament; and thus the 


chief obftacle being removed, all other matters would follow as things. 


of courfe. The prefling and immediate neceffity of acquiefcing in the 
addrefs he infifted on, from the danger to which Great Britain was. 
expofed from France.—A few weeks, and the fate, of the country,, 


as a nation, might! be decided by a treaty between the houfe of 


Bourbon and the Americans. His lordfhip proceeded to flate the: 
immenfe advantages that the mother-country would lofe from the 
commerce of the colonies being turned into another channel, and 


fuffered. 
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Britain. Trade, he -faid, was rapidly declining, inafmuch as it was 
now carried on in French and other bottoms ; the conqueft of Ame- 
rica was impracticable; and if it were not, it would be attended 
with the moft ruinous confequences. To ufe the words of this 
great man, ‘‘ America,” he declared, “ was contending with Great 
“ Britain, under the mafked battery of France, which would open 
“ upon this country, as foon as fhe perceived that we were fufficiently 
“ weakened for her purpofe, and the found herfelf fufficiently 
** prepared for war.” 

In reply to his lordfhip’s obfervations, and to thofe who fup- 
ported him, adminiftration oppofed the addrefs on the-old grounds 
that independence was the primary obje€t of the Americans, 
that their prefent conduct was but the effe& of the premedi- 
tation of feveral years, and that all conceflions on the part. of 
Great Britain would be equally ridiculous and impolitic. The 
danger held out from France was again denied, and it was con- 
tended that the affiftance afforded the Americans in that quarter, 
originated, not in the government, but in private individuals, and 
in that fpirit of enterprife for which that nation had always been 
remarkable. After an animated debate, the queftion was put, when 
there appeared, on a divifion—for the propofed addrefs, twenty-eight 
—againtt it, ninety-nine. 

The money bills *, a vote of credit, and the other public bufinefs 
being difpatched, his majefty thought proper to prorogue both 
houfes of parliament on the fixth of June. In his fpeech from the 
throne, he declared his entire approbation of the meafures that 

. had 


* The fpeech of the fpeaker of the houfe of commons, fir Fletcher Norton, afterwards 
lord Grantley, to his majefty, on the feventh of May1777, in the houfe of peers, on pre- 
fenting a bill for the better fupport of his majefly’s houfehold, which made 4 great noife at 
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had been adopted during the continuance of the feffion; teftified 
his thankfulnefs for the liberality and cheerfulnefs with which the 
extraordinary fupplies for the fervice of the current year had been 


that time, and was a fubje&t of various refleGion, together with a confequent refolution and 


vote of the houfe of commons, we here lay before our readers. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

THE bill, which it is now my duty to prefent to your majefty, is intituled, “ An aét for 
“ the better fupport of his majefty’s houfehold, and of the honour and dignity of the crown 
‘¢ of Great Britain: To which your commons humbly beg your royal aflent. 

By this bill, fir, and the refpeétful circumflances which preceded and accompanied it, 
your commons have given the fulleft and cleareft proof of their zeal and affection for your 
majefty. For in a time of public diftrefs, full of difficulty and danger, their conflituents 
labouring under burthens almoft too heavy to be borne, your faithful commons pofiponed 
all other bufinefs; and with as much difpatch as the nature of their proceedings would 
admit, have not only granted to your majefty a large prefent fupply, but alfo a very great 
additional revenue ;—great, beyond example; great, beyond your majefly’s higheft expence. 

Butt all this, fir, they have done in a well-grounded confidence, that you will apply 
wifely what they have granted liberally ; and feeling, what every good fubject mutt feel with 
the greateft fatisfaction, that, under the direGtion of your majefty’s wifdom, the affluence and 
grandeur of the fovereign will refle& dignity and honour upon his people. 

[Copied from the Votes of the Houfe of Commons, 7th May 1777.] 


Ordered, Nem. Con. 

That Mr. Speaker be defired to print the fpeech by him made to his majefty in the houfe 
of peers, this day, upon his prefenting to his majefty the bill for the better fupport of his ma- 
jefty’s houfehold, and of the honour and dignity of the crown of Great Britain, which then 
received the royal affent. 

oth May 1777. Some allufions having been made, in the debate on the laft queftion, to 
the fpeech of Mr. Speaker, delivered at the bar of the houfe of peers, on Wednefday laft, Mr. 


Speaker, as foon as the faid queftion was determined, called the attention of the houfe to this 


fubje@, and defired that a copy of the fpeech then made by him, might be read at the table, 
And the fame being read accordingly, Refolved, That the {peaker of this houfe, in his fpcech 
to his majefty at the bar of the houfe of peers on Wednefday laft, and which was defired 
nemine contradicente, by this houfe to be printed, did exprefs, with jut and proper energy, the 


zeal of this houfe, for the fupport of the honour and dignity of the crown, in circumiances 


of great public charge. 
Ordered, ae 
That the thanks of this houfe be returned to Mr. Speaker, for his faid (ones to his 
maiehy. 


voted; 
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voted ; and finally expreffed his hope. that, by a well-concerted © HA P. 


and vigorous exertion of the great force entrufted to his hands, 
the operations of the prefent campaign would effetually tend to 
the fuppreffion of the rebellion in America, and to the re-eftablith- 
ment of that conftitutional obedience which all the fubjeéts of a 
free ftate owed to the authority of the law. - The parliament was 
prorogued to the twenty-firft of July. 
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Opening of the Campaign—Expedition to Peek’s Hill—To Danbury 
—Veffels and Provifions deftroyed at Saggy Harbour—The Com- 
mander in Chief takes the Field—LEndeavours to bring Wafhing-- 
ton to an Action—The Britifo Troops relinquifh the ‘Ferfeys— 
General Prefcot carried of—Commander in Chief proceeds to 
Chefapeak Bay—-Lands at the Head of the Elk—Proclamation 
iffued—General Wa/bington moves to the North Side of the Brandy=-- 
wine River, in order to defend Philadelphia—AGion at the 
Brandywine—General Wayne defeated—Royal Army paffes the 
Schuylkill—Lord Cornwallis takes poffefion of Philadelphia. 


CH A P. i has. been-already fhewn what hardfhips the Britifh army en- 


XIV. 
Te ae 


1770: 


dured at Brunfwick and Amboy during the winter, and till the 


commencement of the fpring: The weather was particularly fe—- 


vere; the duty unremitting and hard; the enemy watchful; and. 
provifions and forage were not obtained without repeated fkirmithes.. 
Neverthelefs the foldiers endured thefe hardfhips with a fortitude and: 
a perfeverance that acquired them infinite honour. 

At the opening of the feafon a body of provincial troops, amount-- 


ing to feveral thoufand men, was embodied under the direGion of. 


the commander in chief. 'Thefe men were difciplined by thofe who: 
had been under the neceflity of relinquifhing their pofleflions, and. 


_of flying from their habitations, on account of their attachment to: 
the Britifh caufe. Thefe troops were allowed the fame pay as the 


regulars, with a further advantage of receiving an allotment of lands 
/ 
3 RH | ge 
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at the conclufion of the difturbances. Such a large body of ftrength C H_A P. 
drawn from the heart of the country with which the Britifh were W-\—~- 
waging war, was a moft fortunate circumftance. It decreafed the 
refources of the country, and it enabled the veteran troops to adopt | 
more active operations than they would otherwife have been enabled + 
to undertake. Thefe provincial forces, it is true, were inexperienced, 
and unacquainted with military difcipline, but they were extremely Ni, 
well fitted for garrifon fervice, and for the defence of a town.. Ac- \ 
cordingly they were immediately fent to New York, from which the: 
regulars were drafted in order to join the grand army... Governor 
Tryon, who had been very a€tive in raifing and difciplining thefe 
new forces, was raifed to the rank of major-general of the provin- 
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cials, by which he was enabled, on any emergency, to unite the di- 
vided bodies of thefe troops, and to condenfe them into one body *.. 
014 The-natural ftrength of the tract which the Americans poffeffed, Opening of ‘ 


i : 8 j 23. P the cam- 
and which has been before defcribed, and its fertility im refources, paign.. 


ib, Had induced them, notwithftanding the feverities. of the winter, to. . . | 7 
,semploy themfelves in adding as much as poilible to this- natural | { 

ftrength, by ere€ting forts and building mills and magazines, Of 
this traGt of land, the moft mountainous, and of courfe the moft 
advantageous, was a place which. bore the appellation of the Manor 


* About this time the reyalifts in:the counties of Somerfet and Worcefter, in the province 

of Maryland, became fo formidabié that an infurre€tion was:dreaded: And it was feared that 
the infurgents would, in fuchsa cafe, be joined by a number of difaffe€ted perfons in the \ 
county of Suffex in the Delaware ftate. Congrefs, to prevent this evil, recommended the 
apprehenfion and removal.of all perfons of influence, or of defperate characters, within the . 
counties of Suffex, Worcefter, and Somerfet, who manifefted a difaffe@ion to the American 

caufe, to fome remote place within their: refpective flates, there to be fecured. From 
appearances, congrefs had alfo reafon to believe that the loyalifls in the New England. 
governments and New York flate. had likewife concerted. an infurreGtion. See Gordon’s 
Hiltory of the American Revolution, vol. ii. p. 461; 452. By the fame authority we are . 

a informed that general Gates wrote to general Fellows for.a ftrong military force, for the pre- 
vention of plots and infarre&tion in the provinces of New England and New York, 
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© HAP. of Courland. This was in a manner converted into a citadel, and 


t—~——_ large quantities of provifions, forage, and ftores of every kind, were 


depolited in it. About fifty miles from New York, up the North 
River, was a place called Peek’s Hill, which ferved as a port to 
Courland Manor, and by which flores and provifions were received 
and conveyed either to the army or to the numerous ereftions fitu- 
ated in the more interior parts.” 

Convinced of the importance of this place, and the dif- 
trefs to which the Americans would be driven if they 
fhould be deprived of it, the commander in chief determined to 
epen the campaign by an attack upon it. An attempt upon the 
Manor of Courland was deemed unadvifable, on account of its 
great natural and acquired ftrength, and the confequent difad- 
vantage of a battle in fuch a place. Befides, even if fuch an at- 
tempt had not been judged improper, it would have been abfolutely 
neceflary, preliminary to it, to have fecured the pofleffion of Peek’s 
Hill. In purfuance of this refolution, a detachment of five hun- 
dred men, under the command of colonel Bird of the fifteenth re- 
giment, was ordered to proceed from New York about the latter 
end of March, on this fervice. This detachment embarked on board 
two tranfports, which conveyed them to the place of their deftina- 
tion the day after they left New York. On their approach a body 
of between feven and eight hundred men drew up at a diftance, 
under the command of a colonel Macdougal, with a feeming de- 
termination of oppofing the Britifh armament. On the nearer ad- 
vancement, however, of colonel Bird, they thought proper to re-— 
tire from Peek’s Hill, and being unable to remove the ftores and 
provifions it contained, fet fire to the barracks and ftore-houfes. 
Unable, on this account, to bring off the different articles that were 
contained in the magazine, the Britifh thought proper to complete. 
the conflagration ; after which they returned to New York, - 

The - 
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‘The confequences that had refulted from the fuccefs of this ex- 
pedition were not fo important as had been expected. The com- 
mander in chief had received falfe intelligence of the fituation of 
Peek’s Hill, which did not contain that quantity of flores and pros 
vifions he had been led to expe€t. Neverthelefs it was abfolutely 
neceflary that the ftrength of the enemy fhould be impaired and 
weakened as much as poffible, by cutting off their refources, and 
curtailing the means by which they were enabled to convey fup- 
plies to the troops ftationed in different parts of the Manor of 
Courland. 

The commander in chief having received intelligence of a large 
quantity of ftores having been depofited on the borders of Connec- 
ticut, in the town of Danbury, and other parts on the confines of 

~Courland Manor, refolved to undertake another expedition againi{t 
thofe parts. Two thoufand men, drafted from different regiments, 
were employed in this fervice, which was entrufted to the com- 
mand of major-general Tryon, who had accepted of the rank of 
major-general of provincials, and who panted for a military. coms 


mand, Sir William Howe very prudently appointed general Agnew, Lb ectr b 


and fir William Erfkine, to accompany governor Tryon, in his new 
chara€ter of general on this fervice. On the twenty-fifth of April 
this detachment embarked from New York in tranfports, under the 
convoy of two frigates. They proceeded up the Eaft River, as far: 
as Camp’s Point, where they landed: At ten o’clock at night: they 
began their march to Danbury, where, about eight o’clock the next 
_day, they arrived: The enemy, entertaining no apprehenfion of the 
“intentions of the Englifh, and unprepared to refift them, retired on. 
their approach, and fuffered them to enter the town without oppofition, 
Convinced of the impoffibility of carrying off the ftores that were con-. 
tained in the town, and indeed having brought with them nocarriages | 
neceflary for this purpofe, the Englifh were under the neceflity of fet- 
ting 
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ting fire to the place *. The conflagration was not completed till 


the next morning. The detachment immediately fet out on their 


return to the tranfports. The enemy, however, during the time 


occupied in the burning of Danbury, had affembled from all quar- 


ters, and pofted themfelves, under the command of general Arnold, 
at a town called Ridgefield, through which it was neceflary for, the 
Englifh to pafs. In order to render their fituation more fecure, 


Arnold had thrown up intrenchments. 


The Britith troops did not expe& to meet with any refiftance ; 
neverthelefs, on their arrival at Ridgefield, they attacked the Ame- 
rican intrenchments with great fpirit, and carried them in a fhort 
{pace of time. The troops were by this time extremely fatigued 
from want of reft and their late hard fervice. As the day was on 


the wane, they lay on their arms till morning, having firft taken 


the precaution to form themfelves into an oblong fquare. As foon 
as they began their march at day-break, the enemy, who, during 
the night, had received a confiderable increafe of ftrength, aflailed 
them from all quarters; and from the houfes and ftone walls, with 


‘which that country abounds, did confiderable execution on the {ifip- 


ping as the Britifh retreated. The route of the Britith troops lay 
over a bridge, of which the enemy took pofleflion, as well as fome 
ftrong ground that commanded the pafs beyond the bridge. ‘They 
were in pofleflion of fome field-artillery, which had been brought 


by general Woofter, and the front they prefented to the Englith was - 


extremely formidable. Fortunately, however, the guide whom the 


Englifh had engaged conducted them to a part of the river, three 


* The Britifh deftroyed at Banbury 1600 barrels of pork and beef, 600 barrels of flour, 
upwards of 2000 barrels of wheat, rye, and Indian corn, a very confiderable quantity of 
military clothing, and 2000 tents; a lofs which, from their fearcity, was feverely felt by the 
Americans. The Britifh, in their, return, deftroyed about 7@ barrels of flour, and 112 
hogfheads of rum. 
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roiles above the bridge, which they forded, and which the enemy 
had neglected to fecure, having deemed the paflage of it impraCi- 
cable. This manoeuvre fomewhat difconcerted them ;. neverthelefs 
they continued their fkirmifhes and attacks on the Britith troops 
. till they had arrived within half a mile of the thipping. Two dif- 
tint bodies of the enemy now appeared, making a fhew of attack- 
ing the detachment, which by this time was almoft exhaufted with 
fatigue. ‘The men had had no reft for three days and nights, and 
feveral of them dropped on the road with fatigue. Difpirited how- 
ever and exhaufted as they were, brigadier-general Erfkine put- 
ting himfelf at the head of four hundred of the moft able of the 
detachment, attacked and broke the two columns, and put them to 
flight. So great’ was the panic among them, occafioned by this 
{pirited attack, that they did not attempt any further annoyance on the 
troops, though they might have done them confiderable damage on 
account of the numerous rocks that {kirt the fhore. The Englith, em- 
barking in the tranfports, returned to New York. It maybe reafonably 
doubted, whether the lofs which the Britifh fuftained in this expe- 
dition, did not more than counterbalance the advantage derived 
from the complete attainment of their obje@. 

In this expedition near two hundred men, including ten officers, 
were killed and wounded on the part of the Britith, The lof of 
the Americans was much greater, and general Woofter, with fome 
field-officers, was numbered amongtt the flain. 

The enemy feized every opportunity of annoying the Englifh 
by fkirmifhes, and the thirty-third regiment, and a battalion of the 
feventy-firft Highland regiment, who were pofted at Bonham Town, 
between Amboy and Brunfwick, loft a great many men, the enemy 
conftantly attacking their pickets. 

On the twelfth of April lord Cornwallis, with a confiderable de- 
tachment, effected a furprife upon the enemy’s ‘advanced pofts at 

Wrox. I. | Oo Bondwick, 
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Bondwick, feven miles from Brunfwick, where the American ge- 
neral Clinton was ftationed with about twelve hundred men. ‘The 
furprife would have been more complete had not fome chafleurs, 
who were in the van, given the alarm too foon, by firing on the 
centinels; neverthelefs the enemy were routed, and retired from the 
town, leaving fome field artillery behind them, and about one hun- 
dred prifoners. On the nineteenth of April, an attempt was made 
by general Vaughan, with the garrifon at Amboy, to cut off the 
enemy's advanced pickets at Woodbridge. His intentions, how- 
ever, were prevented, on account of the Americans having received 
intimation of his defigns. 

On the eighth of May, an attempt was made on the poft of 
Pilcataway, by the American general Stevens, who had two thou- 
fand men under his command. ‘The forty-fecond regiment, which 
was cantoned there, fuftained the attack with great refolution, and 
forced the enemy to retreat, after a furious engagement, with con- 
fiderable lofs. 

About the middle of this month, the Americans having received 
intelligence that a large quantity of provifions and ferage were de- 
pofited in Long Ifland, at a place called Saggy Harbour, refolved to 
attempt the capture of them. In this defign they were encouraged 
by the diftance of the place from New York, and the weaknefs of 
it, being defended only by an armed f{chooner of twelve guns. Ne- 
verthelefs fome danger attended the execution of the fcheme, on ac- 
count of the neceflity of croffing the Sound, which was full of Britith 
eruizers. ‘This expedition was entrufted to colonel Meigs, an active 
officer, who had been trained under Arnold, and had been taken 
prifoner in the attempt to ftorm the city of Quebec. The colonel, 
with his detachment, traverfed the Sound in whale-boats, landed on 
the north branch of the ifland, and after carrying the boats over an 


arm of land, embarked again, and landed on the fouth branch of the 
ifland, 
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‘ifland, within four miles of Saggy Harbour. At this place they ar- 

rived before break of day, and immediately commenced the attack, 
The place was vigoroufly defended by the crews of the merchant- 
vellels and the fchooner, which kept up a very heavy fire upon 
them ; neverthelefs they fucceeded in their intentions, having burnt 
a dozen brigs and floops that lay at the wharf, and deftroyed every 
article of provifion and ftores that was depofited on the fhore. In 
this attack ninety of the Englifh were made prifoners, viz. the officer 
who commanded the harbour, and his men; the commiflaries, and 
the crews of the veflels which they had burnt. 

There is a circumftance in this expedition, which, if it be true, 
is curious. ‘The Americans relate, that colonel Meigs, with his de- 
tachment, returned to Guildford in Conneticut, within twenty-five 
hours after his departure. In this fpace of time, he had paffed and 
repafled the Sound, and traverfed a {pace not lefs than ninety miles. 

About the latter end of May, congrefs were enabled to fend fup- 
| plies of men from the different provinces to general Wafhington, 
who, on receiving this large reinforcement, relinguifhed his en- 


fe LA Be a ga ~ 
campment at Morris Town, and removed to a ftrong place, called Washomytor Anal 43 CME: 
Middle Brook. Here it was not thought advifable to attack him) f200% He &rwa-. Brveness, 
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for his camp extended along feveral hills, and was ftrongly see ea ad Cons ¥ea277 Fla? 


by intrenchments and artillery. In the front the approach was” 
dificult, on account of the natural ftrength of the ground. Every 
movement of the Britifh on the Brunfwick hills was eafily difcern- 
ible ; as alfo any operation that might be carried on in the interme-*~ 
diate {pace between Brunfwick and Amboy. In his rear, general 
Wafhington had a plentiful country, from which he drew vaft fup- 
plies; and he was enabled, if the fituation of affairs fhould render 
fuch a ftep neceflary, to fecure a fafe retreat over vik Hudfon and 
the Delaware rivers. ; 
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The tents and other neceflaries, together with a frefh fupply of 
troops, being at length arrived from England, in the beginning of 
June the commander in chief left New York, and crofled over to 
the Jerfeys, with an intention of opening the campaign immediately. 
The Britith troops were, as ufual, greatly fuperior in point of num- 
ber to the Americans ; and perhaps it may not here be deemed im- 
proper to ftate the number of the troops on each fide, from the 
beginning of 1776, to the commencement of the campaign in the 


following year. 


BritisH and Reser Force in 1776. 


Dates. Britifh. Rebel troops. 
Augutt —— 24,000 16,000 
November oe 26,900 4,500 
December 27,700 3300 

in 1977. 
March — 27,000 4,500 
June a 30,000 8,000 


Sir William Howe was thoroughly fenfible of the impraéticabi- 
lity of making an attack on general Wafhington in his prefent fitu- 
ation. He therefore made ufe of every polflible effort to induce him 
to quit his pofition, and to hazard an engagement. ~The American 
general, however, eafily penetrated into the defigns of the comman- 
derin chief, and eluded them by his cool, colleGted, and prudent 
conduct. Finding that all his endeavours hitherto to provoke him 
to battle were unfuccefsful, general Howe refolved to adopt an ex- 
On the nineteenth of June he 
fuddenly retreated from his fituation in front of the enemy, with 


pedient, which in part fucceeded. 


marks of feeming precipitation. He ordered the whole army to 


xelinquifh Brunfwick, and retire to Amboy. ‘This manceuvre de- 


‘ ceived 
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ceived the Americans, who, in feveral large bodies, under the com- 
mand of generals Maxwell and Conway, and lord Sterling, purfued 
them. The commander in chief fuffered himfelf to be purfued to 
fome diftance. He threw a bridge over the channel that feparates 
Staten Ifland from the continent, over which he paffled his heavy 
baggage, and a {mall number of men. General Wafhington, con- 
ceiving this retreat to be real, immediately relinquifhed his encamp- 
ment on the hills, and removed to a place called Quibble Town, in 
order to be able to co-operate with that part of his army which had 
been detached in purfuit of the Britith. As foon as the Britifh 
commander in chief had fucceeded in drawing the American general 
from his faftnefles, he marched the Englifh army back by different 
routes, in order to bring eeneral Wathington to an engagement, to 
cut off his advanced parties, and, if both thofe iclremes fhould fail, 
to fecure fome pailes in the mountains, which would reduce the 


Americans to the neceflity of relinquifhing their former encamp- 


ment on the hills: For this laft purpofe, lord Cornwallis was de-_ 


tached with a confiderable body of troops. On the twenty-fixth of 
June, his lordthip began his march, and about feven o'clock in the 
morning, fell in with an advanced body of the enemy, amounting in 
number to about three thoufand, under the command of lord Ster- 
ling and general Maxwell; they were ftrongly fituated and well 
provided with ariillery.. The ardour, however, of the Britifh troops 
was irrefiftible—after a furious attack, the enerny gave way on all 
fides, and retreated with ‘great precipitation. They were purfued 
as far as Weftfield, when, on account of the intenfe heat of the day, 
and the woods, his lordfhip thought proper to difcontinue it. In 
this ation, the Americans loft two hundred men, killed and wound- 
ed, befides three pieces of brafs cannon. Convinced of his error, in 


removing to Quibble Town, general Wafhington immediately re- 
gained 
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gained his ftation on the hills, and at the fame time fecured thofe 
patles, of which it was in the contemplation of lord Cornwallis to 
have poffefled himfelf. 

Sir William Howe, being now fenfible that every fcheme of 
bringing the Americans to an engagement would be unattended with 
fuccefs, refolved to retire from the Jerfeys. Accordingly, on the 
twenty-eighth of June, he returned with the army to Amboy, and on 
the fucceeding day crofled over to Staten Ifland. A fhort ceffation 
of courfe occurred on each fide. | 

During the continuance of this, a fpirited determination was made 
and executed by an American colonel of the name of Barton ; it was 
to carry off the commander of Rhode Mland (general Prefcot), and in 
confequence to procure the enlargement of general Lee, by exchanging 
him for general Prefcot. The Britifh general’s head-quarters were on 
the weft fide of the ifland, near the Narraganfet Bay, about a quarter 
of a mile from the fhore. He was guarded by only one centinel at a 
time, and his quarters were above a mile from any body of troops.— 
No patroles were pofted on the fhore, and the general depended 
folely on a guard-fhip that lay in the bay, oppofite to his quarters. 
Colonel Barton being acquainted with thefe circumftances, fet out 
from Providence, with fome officers and foldiers, in two boats, keep- 
ing near the ifland of Providence, till he came to the fouth end, which 
was not more than two miles and a half from the general’s quarters. 
Here he remained till dark, when he proceeded acrofs the bay un- 
perceived, and landed about midnight. The centinel was furprifed 
and properly fecured—two other foldiers ran away; the general was 
taken out of bed, and, without being fuffered even to put on his 
clothes, was hurried on board one of the boats. The boat paffed 
under the ftern of the Britifh guard-fhip without being perceived, 


_ and conveyed the general in {afety to Providence, The general was 


2 much 
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much and defervedly blamed for his imprudence, in trufting himfelf C H < Ee 


fo far from the troops under his command, and for not adopting 
proper means to fecure his fafety. The commander in chief had 
hitherto fteadily refufed to relieve general Lee on any conditions 
whatever; neverthelefs, the capture of general Prefcot obliged him 
to relinquifh his refolution; and general Lee was, in a fhort period, 
reftored to the American caufe. 


iy __ Until the beginning of June, the numbers of general Wathington’s fv fi 


aa did not exceed eight thoufand men, militia inchided a cit= .% 
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cumftance which naturally pointed to the expediency of an oa fies Bb 66. 


campaign; but the Britifh commander conceiving it impoflible to” 
make any confidergble movements till the green forage was on the 
ground *, did not take the field with the main army till the twelfth 
of June, when he aflembled the troops at Brunfwick. General 
Wathington was encamped on a hill above Quibble Town, about 


nine miles from that place, on the north fide of the Rariton, with 4-44) Aorv-fon Nests lag fon 
£EL Fr C JO 

a force under fix thoufand, and thefe undifciplined and badly ap- Mad La (cehiiten. nat 

pointed; which, with a corps under general Sullivan of two thou- 24 eed POS 


aC 
fand men at Prince Town, compofed his whole force. His camp ““* 


was not inacceflible, either through nature or art; it was ftrone, 


AG C3554 ne 
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and capable of defence in front, being guarded ne the Ratiton; “7 gy axe 


and the hill in that quarter was fteep and difficult of accef$; but in his 
rear towards the mountains, and on his right towards the Delaware, 
it was by no means impracticable. ‘There were large and good roads 
around it, leading from Brunfwick on either fide of the river. In 
this ftate Wafhington remained, as if he had been perfeatly ac- 
quainted with the intended movements of the Britith army. The 
Brith commander marched his army in two columns, to Middle 


“ Yet the country was full of grain, hay, and dry forage, much to be preferred to green, 
which would rather feour and weaken his horfes, than add to their flrenoth. This kind of 
forage he had, or might have had in his magazines, or might, as in the laft campaign, have 
procured in his march through the country. 
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Buth and Hillfborough, two villages lying in a low level country, 
completely overlooked by the Americans, and on the fouth fide of 
the Rariton, keeping that river, which was not at that time ford- 
able, between his army and the enemy. Provifions for a, few days 
only were taken from Brunfwick; the pontoons and flat-bottomed 
boats were left at that place, and the fleet lay ready at Staten [land 
to receive the army. General Wafhington, probably judging from 
the circumftances that fir William Howe did not mean to crofs the 
Delaware, remained in his camp, contenting himfelf with frequently 
haraffing the Britith by his advanced parties. 

General Sullivan, on the approach of the troops towards Prince 
Town, fled in a panic towards the Delaware. He had begun to 
embayk his men, but was ftopped by an order from general Wafhing- 
ton, and took poft at Flemingtown. In thefe pofitions the two 
armies remained from the fourteenth to the nineteenth of June; 
when the Britifh general returned to Brunfwick, and on the twenty- 
fecondto Amboy. In his march to both thefe places, his army was 
infulted and haraffled by {mall parties of the rebels. On the thirtieth 
the troops croffed Staten Ifland, in order to embark for the Che- 
fapeak. Thus the Britifh general retreated before an enemy 
ereatly inferior in force; and, after obtaining great advantages, altered 
the plan of operation which he himfelf had propofed, and the 
Britifh minifter for war had approved *. Why (it was afked) did 
he make fuch expenfive preparations for crofling the Delaware,with- 
out making ufe of them? Why did he pafs on the fouth fide of 
the Rariton, and take pofitions in which he could neither affail his 
enemy nor the enemy him, if difpofed to do fo? Why did he not 


march round either on the north or fouth to therear of that enemy, 


' where he might have been aflaulted without any other hazard than 


* Ina letter to lord George Germaine, dated the twentieth of January 1777, he declared his 
intention of penetrating with the main body of the army into Penfylvania by the way of Jerfey. 


fuch 
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~meafure, he would not only have prevented the fatal confequences . = 
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fuch as muft, in the common courfe of war, be unavoidably in- C pane P. 

curred? If the enemy was, in his judgment, fo ftrongly pofted as —~—, 

to render an attack on his camp a meafure too bold and defperate, “777° 

why did he not intercept his convoys, cut off his fupplies of pro- 

vifions, and reduce him under his power by famine; or crofs the 

Delaware, and deftroy his pofts and magazines ? i could not be ¢A4acl Ain fo utry 7720U2 

fuppofed that general Wafhington would fuffer the Britith ar my to 9 dc. fiw? iis fete 

pafs the Delaware, and feize his magazines and other places of “- loi fb 00 8 ON 

flrength, without a ftruggle. Had that been attempted, he ae Valen € er ais ek 

have quitted his camp and fought the Britith army, or have loft his 7 ol ans A Bes i é ‘A 

magazines, and the capital and moft important city in North Ame- el ic fe 4 ae ae 

rica; a facrifice which, as was demonftrated by his fubfequent con- hes eh oe x f ; Hf a 

duct, he would never make without meafuring arms. | 2 \ . 
| 


Hep 


Notwithftanding thefe and many other confiderations that, in prin com- 
the general opinion, fhould have moved our force in another ™™¢" ™ 


chief, pro- th 

direction, the Britith troops, confifting of thirty-fix Heffian and cecds to . 
. ; ; L ; : : Chefapeak 
Britifh battalions, including light-infantry and grenadiers, a corps Bay. y 


called the queen’s rangers, and a regiment of light horfe, on the “2 Avie aa ate Piety, ora | 
fifth of July embarked in tran{ports, where both foot and cavalry re- Ke ike tion ofierheeL “a 
mained pent up, 1 the hotteft feafon of the year, in the holds of byto-tse etal + 

the veffels, until the twenty-third, when they failed from Sandy hee e 

Hook; but meeting with contrary winds, did not arrive at the 

Capes of the Delaware till the thirtieth, At New York were left .Zocue cv Crictn- Cod ay Thea Ny 
feventeen battalions, the new provincial corps, and a regiment of <¢<@/ 7747 Mheleue a Bean 
light-horfe, under the command of general Clinton, and feveral tu We Bis, EC LAL a. CA 
battalions were ftationed on Rhode Ifland. There were many who. Gor Gp Eat, etto oti att 
blamed the commander in chief, and with apparent reafon, for not lini: Whe trtue OE te 
proceeding up the North River to Albany, inftead of going to Phila-. Ventiiarcl, aint dec pate, ’ 
delphia, in order td have effected a juntion with general Bur- Gege: ae Co fli ae 


} 
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that enfued, but would have effected the reduction of America. 
Befides, the delays incident to any expedition to the fouthward at 
a feafon of the year when the foutherly winds ufually blow nineteen 
out of twenty days, might have proved exceedingly injurious to the 
men fo clofely ftowed in the tranfports, and could not but be ruinous 
to the horfes. ‘The commander in chief at firft intended to have 
gone up the Delaware, but having received intelligence that the 
enemy had rendered the navigation of that river difficult, he gave 
up his original intention, and proceeded to Chefapeak Bay. The 
winds proved fo contrary, as every one acquainted with the climate 
had predicted, that the fleet did not enter the Chefapeak till the mid- 
dle of Auguft. As foon as they arrived in the Bay they proceeded 


up the Elk, the head of which river fir William Howe gained in 


fafety on the twenty-fourth of Auguft. 
As foon as the army was landed, the commander in chief pub- 
lifhed a proclamation, in which he offered pardon and protection to | 
all who would furrender themfelves to the Britifh troops; and at 
the fame time he aflured the inhabitants that the ftriteft order and 
difcipline fhould be preferved by the troops in marching through the 
country. On the twenty-eighth of Auguft the army moved forwards. 
to a village at the head of the Elk, where the head-quarters were 
fixed. On the third of September a farther progrefs was made by 
a part of the army, which moved forwards about five miles ; 
difperfing the advanced guards ef the enemy, and taking 
poft on Iron Hill, a place that commanded a view of the De- 
aware. Generals Grant and Knyphaufen having joined the com—_ 
mander in chief with the troops under their command on the eighth. 
ef September, the whole army moved onwards in two columns om 
the route to Philadelphia. After they had proceeded about thirteen. - 
miles they halted, on receiving intelligence that the enemy were in 
motion. 


On. 
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On the eleventh of September the Britifh army moved forwards ; 
the enemy, to the number of fourteen thoufand, retiring before them 
to the other fide of the Brandywine river, Here the Americans halted, 
and pofted themfelves on fome very ftrong ground under cover of 
woods with intervals of open ground between them. Their advanced 
corps was ftationed at Red Clay Creek. “The Brandywine Creek 
runs into the Delaware at Wilmington, and it was indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary for the Britith army to pafs over it in their route to Phila- 
delphia. The enemy therefore fecured, and refolved to defend, 
principal fording-places. 

At Chad’s Ford, the fpot where it was judged moft t probabl e that 
the royal army would make an attempt, batteries were erected on the 
banks of the rivulet, with intrenchments that commanded the pats. 

While the enemy were occupied at Chad’s Ford, lord Cornwallis, 
with one column of the army, confifting of two battalions of gre- 
nadiers, as many of light infantry, the Heffian grenadiers, part of 


the 


the feventy-firft regiment, and two Britith brigades, made a cir- 
cuit of fome miles, and crofled the forks of the Brandywine on 
the thirteenth of September, with an intention of gaining the ene- 
my’s rear. At the fame time general Knyphaufen, with the fecond 
divifion, confifting of two Britith brigades, the Heffians, and Wemys’s 


corps of rangers, marched ina direct line to Chad’s Ford; and attacked 


a detached body of the enemy that had croffed the river, and were 4.) Grarck at F% 


potted on the fouth fide of it. This body, after fome refiftance, 
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was forced to repafs the Brandywine under cover of their batteries. 20 poig. 


Several pieces of cannon having been brought up and placed on 
the moft commanding eminences, a fharp cannonade enfued, which 
was anfwered by the enemy’s batteries on the other fide of the river. 
The attention of the Americans was thus amufed, in order that lord 
Cornwallis might make his paflage good. As foon as this was known, 
by the firing of cannon in that quarter, and the evident confufion of 
Pp2 the 
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- the enemy, general Knyphaufen, with his civifion, began to pafs the 


ford, and with great bravery foon carried the batteries and intrench- 
ments; the enemy relinquifhing them, and leaving behind five 
pieces of cannon and an howitzer. Lord Cornwallis, on the other 
hand, as foon as he had crofled the two branches of the river, took 
the road to Delworth, which led him upon the enemy’s right. 
General Wafhington being informed of lord Cornwallis’s move+ 
ments, detached general Sullivan, with a confiderable force, to 
oppofe him. The general took pofleflion of the heights above 
Birmingham church, his left reaching towards the Brandywine, his 
artillery judicioufly placed, and his flanks covered by woods. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon lord Cornwallis formed the 
line of battle, and began the attack. The Americans fuftained it 
with confiderable intrepidity, but the impetuofity of the Britith — 
troops was not to be refifted. They rufhed upon the enemy, and, 
in fpite of a very fpirited oppofition, drove them into the woods on 
their rear. Neverthelefs the enemy pofted themfelves a fecond 
time in one of the woods, from which they were, after a defperate 
refiftance, diflodged and forced to retire. A general rout took 


place. A confiderable part of the American army fled with preci-_ 


pitation, in {mall and confufed parties, by different roads, towards 
Philadelphia, Lancafter, and Reading, while general Wathington, - 
and the corps he was able to keep together, fled with his cannon 
and baggage to Chefter ; where he remained, within eight miles of 
the Britihh army, till next morning, when he marched by Derby to 
Philadelphia. Here he ftaid three days, collecting as many of his 
troops as he poffibly could, and recruiting from his magazines the 
ftores he had loft in battle. On the third day after the engage- 
ment he aflembled his troops, and marched up the north fide of the 
Schuylkill, which he crofled at Sweed’s Ford, and pafled on to the 
toad to Lancafter. Meantime the Britifh army under fir William 
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Howe remained on the field of battle. The Americans fuffered con- © H é P. 


fiderably in this action. 
wounded, and near four hundred taken prifoners ; they alfo loft fe- 
_veral pieces of artillery. The lofs on the part of the Britith was 
by no means in proportion-to that of the enemy. Not above one 
hundred were killed, and four hundred wounded. 

It may not be improper to mention here fome circumftances that 
evince the opinion which feveral European nations entertained of 
the prefent difturbances. In the action at Brandywine the cele- 
brated marquis de la Fayette, at that time a young man of fpirit 
and enterprife, and a warm partifan of the Americans, bore a com- 
mand inthe American army. Infpired by enthufiaftic notions of liberty, 
he purchafed and freighted a fhip with military ftores, and proceeding 


in it with feveral of his friends to America, prefented it to congrefs. 


His age was not more than nineteen, and when he departed from Kews i, hbcds ae UE as 


Ls 


Three hundred were killed, fix hundred W-~— 
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Paris he informed his wife that he was going to pay a vilit to his £Q,. £7 LE 4 7 fit 


aunt in Italy. Several other French noblemen were officers in the 
American army, and two Polith noblemen exhibited in the battle of 
Brandywine, great proofs of bravery and attachment to the caufe 
they had efpoufed. 
Britifh was fent to Wilmington, who took the governor of the De- 


On the evening after the battle, a party of the 


laware ftate, Mr. Mackenlie, out of his bed, and feized a fhalloop 
lying in the creek, loaded with the rich effects of fome of the in- 
habitants, together with the public records of the county; a large 
quantity of public and private money; all the papers and. cer- 
tificates belonging to the loan office and treafury office; 
of plate, &c. 
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The victory does not feem to. have. been improved in the Teherr Noy 
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the left column of the Britith had turned Wafhington’s right jh 


degree which circumftances appeared to have admitted. When 
flank, his whole army was hemmed in: General Knyphaufen 


and 
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xiv, . and the Brandywine in front; fir William Howe and lord Corn- 
t—+—~ wallis on his right ; the Delaware in his rear; and the Chriftiana 
river on his left. He was obliged to retreat twenty-three miles to 
Philadelphia, when the Britifh lay within eighteen miles of it. Had 
the commander in chief detached general Knyphaufen’s column in 
purfuit early next morning, general Wafhington might with eafe 
have been intercepted, either at the heights of Crim Creek, nine 
miles ; at Derby, fourteen; or at Philadelphia, eighteen miles, from 
the Britith camp; or the Schuylkill might have been pafled at 
Gray’s Ferry, only feventy yards over; and Philadelphia, with 
er _ the American magazines, taken, had not the pontoons been 
eee FO “ amprovidently left at New York as ufelefs. Any one of thefe 
fevey Li WH 2000 enae movements, it was thought, might have been attended with the 
Mes Lay Oop Vig G ees total deftru@tion of the American army. For fome reafon how- 
Bate Bese OF Jaret O* evar which it is impoflible to divine, the commander in chief em- 
~ ployed himfelf for feveral days in making flight movements, which 
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y could not by any poflibility produce any important benefits to the 
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On the twentieth of September intelligence was received that 
“general Wayne had concealed himfelf in the woods on the left wing 
4 Aso. (avg Grats, as a of the army with fifteen hundred men, with an intention of haraff- 
Kerr ahcrar, sup Cort ing the rear of the Britith army. Major-general Grey was accord- 
é cen Be ee ves INGly difpatched at night to furprife him. The Britith general pro- 
ele. Mnsntcn 77s ceeded in. this expedition with great fecrefy and difpatch, and in 
Low a se Ke pene order that the {urprife might be complete, he gave ftri& orders that 
thal pecorop cal frm bayonets alone fhould be ufed, and that not a gun fhould be fired, 
Se Se es an This manceuvre had the defired effe@. General Wayne’s outpofts 
te iy akeD attr batidfeated. were furprifed about one in the mE and the Britith troops 
fH croter/ ok arcttfer rufhing immediately on the enemy’s encampment, made a dreadful 
i A ae: Ha aes pe < ay laughter. Three hundred were killed and wounded, and one hun- 

et eae dred taken prifoners, The reft peril to make good their retreat 
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On the part of the Britifh the © ne P. 


One officer was killed, ——.——~ 
de 


with the lofs of all their baggage. 
lofs was too trifling almoft to be mentioned. 
and feven privates were killed and wounded. 


The {kill and energy 
of general Grey were very confpicuous in this enterprife. 


On the twenty-third of September, fir William Howe having fe- ae ae 
anes t 
cured the command of the Schuylkill, croffed it with the whole army, Schuylkill. 


advanced, on the twenty-fixth, to German Town, and on the fucceed- tora Corn. 
wallis takes 


poffeffion of 
Philadelphiae 


ing day lord Cornwallis, at the head of a ftrong detachment, took 
peaceable poffeffion of Philadelphia. 

German Town confifts in one ftreet two miles in length ; and is 
diftant from the capital of Penfylvania about feven miles. The 
Britifh army, in their line of encampment, interfe@ed this village 
The Schuylkill eae Gen 
the left wing; in the front of which were the German chaffeurs, 
battalion of light-infantry and the queen’s American rangers ieee og: RAM Mowe? 
the right wing in front ; and at the head of the village, the fortieth ae a og offer fee 
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near the centre, and almoft at right angles. 


regiment with another battalion of light-infantry were ftationed.. ae oe : 
é Avere: CAC? OA fio 22 


Three regiments detached under colonel Sterling, for the purpofe. “oe 


a 77 
5b LE foi dled PHT Lob 
of conveying ftores and provifions, lay at Chefter; and a con- 4%, elope Mia bfare 


fiderable body of troops, as already mentioned, under lord Corn-—z< Camtaspe ee 
wallis, at Philadelphia. 


important acquifition, 


The poffeflion of this place was a molt vegecexe? Snr ergy) 00 
as it opened. a communication between ote yleD ys 


G 


the northern and fouthern provinces; and, if the Delaware were = 
epened, between the army and the navy. So fenfible were the 
Americans of its importance, that they had formerly refolved,. 
if ever it fhould be in real and imminent danger of falling into the 
hands of the Britifh, to commit it to the flames. 
But, although German Town and Philadelphia had been for 
fome time occupied by the Britith troops, the communication was 
not yet free down the river to the fleet. 
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American Batteries and other Means of Defence—Attacked—Adion 
at German Town—<At Red Bank—Mud Ifland and Red Bank 
taken—American Fleet burnt—Removal of the royal Ariny to 
Whitemarfh. | 


pe the Delaware is navigable to Philadelphia and even beyond it, 

the congrefs, whofe refidence was at that city until it was 
taken by fir William Howe, very early endeavoured to render it in- 
accellible to the Britifh fleet. In devifing contrivances for this pur- 
pofe, Dr. Frankin is faid, before his departure for France, to have 
affifted. Three rows of chevaux de frize, compofed of immenfe beams 


of timber bolted and faftened together, and ftuck with iron pikes 


faftened in every direCtion, were funk acrofs the channel, a little 
below the place where the Schuylkill empties itfelf into the Delaware. 
The lower line of chevaux de frize was commanded by fome works, 
erected on the Jerfey fhore, at Billing’s Port; and the upper by an 
inclofed fort, mounting heavy cannon, and fituated on a marthy ifland, 
called Mud Ifland, being formed by an accumulation of fand and 


vegetable mould, near the Penfylvania fhore ; and on the oppofite | 


fhore, by a redoubt and intrenchment, at a place called Red Bank; 
the redoubt being conftruéted on high and commanding ground, 
ferved alfo as a protecton for the provincial water force, which might 
occafionally retire under the guns of that work for fafety. This 
water force, which was ftationed between the two forts, confifted of 
fourteen row-gallies, carrying each one piece of heavy ordnance— 
two floating batteries, carrying nine guns each—and a number of 


fire- 
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fire-fhips and rafts. Towards the end of September, a detachment © Re P. 
from the Britifh army, confifting of three regiments under colonel —~—« 
Sterling, had been paffed over from Chefter to the Jerfey thore, Senta ic, 


for the purpofe of reducing the provincial works of Billing’s Port, 
which, on the approach of that detachment, were abandoned by the 
garrifon, and immediately difmantled. The lower line of chevaux 
de frize being thus left without defence from the fhore, an attempt 
was made to remove it by captain Hammond of the Roebuck, who 
commanded the Britifh naval force in the Delaware; in which he fo 
far fucceeded, notwithftanding the oppofition made by the enemy’s 
row-gallies and floating batteries, as to make an opening fufficient 
to admit the largeft fhips of the fleet; but ftill the two other rows 
of chevaux de frize remained; and the forts which defended them 
were yet in the poffeffion of the Americans.. Things were in this 
fituation, when lord Howe arrived with the fleet from the Chefapeak. 
Lord Howe, as foon.as he received intelligence of the fuccefs of the 
army at Brandywine, left the Elk river, and quitting the Capes of 
Virginia on the twenty-third of September, fteered his courfe to- 
wards the Delaware, where he arrived on the eighth of Odtober. 
As the. paflage to Philadelphia was yet impracticable, the feet was 
brought to anchor, on the weit fhore, from, the town of Newcaftle 
down to Reedy Ifland. 

The voyage from the Capes to the Delaware was boifterous; 
and the attempt to get up that river required great abilities, 
caution, and prudence; for the obftructions that had de- 
terred the fleet from entering the Delaware before, had. been 
confiderably increafed. The Americans had almoft completed an 
extenfive work—wooden piers for defending the approaches-to the 
line of funken frames thatecroffed the. channel of the river. To re- 
move thefe obftructions, fo as to open a communication between 
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the fleet and ‘the army, was an object of the utmoft importance, but 
which could not be accomplifhed without previoufly reducing the 
forts, by which they were defended. Preparations for this purpofe 
were accordingly made immediately after the arrival of the fleet. 
Some heavy cannon were landed from \the fhips, and batteries were 
begun on Province Ifland, which was formed by the conflux of 
the rivers Schuylkill and Delaware, and was oppolite to the fort 
on Mud Ifland; but, owing to the fwampinefs of the ground, 
the works advanced flowly, and the approaches were made with 
difficulty. Major Vatap, of the tenth regiment, who commanded 
a detachment of the Britifh on Province Ifland, to cover the 
working parties, abandoned moft fhamefully his artillery, upon 
the Americans having landed a fmall body of men on the ifland. 
From the gallantry, however, of a fubaltern officer, the artillery 
was retaken, and the enemy compelled to retire. Major Vatap 
was obliged to quit the fervice, and fell out below the regulated 
price. 

As foon as the enemy perceived the defigns of the Englifh, they 
difpatched two frigates and a {chooner, with fome row-gallies, to de- 
molifh the batteries and cannonade the town. For fome time the veilels 
kept up a heavy fire upon the town, but, on the falling of the tide in 
the Delaware, one of the frigates ran a-ground, and was taken; the 
reft of the fleet were under the neceflity of retreating as faft as 
poflible. 

General Wafhington, who was at this time encamped at Skippack 
Creek, on the eaftern fide of the Schuylkill, about feventeen miles 
from German Town, being reinforced by fifteen hundred troops 
from Peek’s Kill, and one thoufand Virginians, on receiving intel- 
ligence of the large detachments that were fent to take polleffion of 
Philadelphia, to cover the convoys and deftroy the works on the 
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Delaware, formed the defign of furprifing the camp at German 
Town. At fix in the evening of the third of Oober, the enemy 
quitted their encampment at Skippack Creek, and under cover of a 
thick fog, made an attack on the troops.pofted at the head of the 
village, at dawn of day, on the fourth. There, after a vigorous re- 
fiftance, they were driven into the village, and general Wathington 
advancing, with his army, divided into five columns, endeavoured 
to enter the north end of the village, in order to feparate the Britith 
force, and thereby to enfure fuccefs to the different attacks on the 
Britith flanks. The fortieth regiment, which lay at the head of the 
village, had been under the neceflity of retreating before the enemy; 
neverthelefs lieutenant-colonel Mufgrave, who commanded this 
regiment, by his addrefs and aGtivity had contrived to keep five 
companies of the regiment together. In order to impede the pro- 
grefs of the enemy he threw them into a large ftone houfe in the 
village, that lay in the front. of the enemy. This gallant condué& 
arrefted the Americans in their career, and in the event prevented . 
the feparation of the right and left wings of the Britith troops; by 
which means time was afforded to the reft of the Britith line to get 
underarms. General Wafhington immediately ordered a brigade 
to furround the houfe. Colonel Mufgrave, however, and his brave 
men, refufed to furrender, and from: the windows pouring a heavy 
fire upon the enemy, did confiderable execution. 
cannon were then brought againft, him, the fire of which he conti- 
nued to brave till he received affiftance from major-general Grey, 
who, with the third brigade, and brigadier-general Agnew with the 
fourth brigade, attacked the enemy with great fpirit, The engage- 
| | At length, part of the right 
wing attacking the enemy on the oppofite fide of the village, they 
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- gave ground, and retired with preat precipitation. They attempted 


to rally upon fome rifing grounds, and made a thew of renewing 
the action ; but it was only a feint to fecure a retreat. This they 
effected, with all their artillery, under cover of the fog, which ren- 
dered it difficult for the Britith troops to difcover their movements. 
This fog, which had at firft been fo advantageous to the Americans, 
was alleged to have greatly contributed to the difappoint- 
ment of the fcheme, inafmuch as it prevented the different 
bodies of the American army from difcovering each other’s 
operations. 

On the part of the Englith fix hundred were killed and wounded. 
Among the former were brigadier-general Agnew, and colonel Bird, 
officers of diftinguifhed reputation. The lofs on the fide of the 
Americans was fuppofed to amount to between two and three hun- 
dred killed, fix hundred wounded, and above four hundred made 
prifoners. General Nafh and a great number of officers were among 
the flain. The neglect of the commander in chief in the action at 
German Town was extreme. He was acquainted with the inten- 
tions of general Wafhington on the evening before the attack, and 
therefore could have provided againft it. Had he adopted fuch a 
mode of conduét, the American army would certainly have been 
deftroyed. .It was the general opinion of the ofhcers of both 
armies, that, had the Americans advanced immediately, inftead 
of attaching the fortieth regiment, the total defeat of the Britifh 
muft have enfued. But the delay occafioned by the feveral at- 
tempts to reduce Chew’s Houfe afforded time for the Britifh line 
to get under arms; and that circumftance was jultly confidered 
as the falvation of the royal army. Notwithftanding the import- 
ance of the capture of Philadelphia, it was feen that the army 
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could not maintain itfelf during the winter, unlefs Mud Ifland © fe 4 P. 
fhould be reduced. In order to effe&t the redudtion of this, the ae, 


royal army removed from German Town to Philadelphia. The 
enemy after the ation at German Town had returned to their old 
camp at Skippack Creek. 
~ In confequence of meafures concerted between the commander 
in chief and lord Howe, a joint attack was refolved to be made on 
Mud Ifland and Red Bank. 

Colonel Stirling, after deftroying the Prneriedh works at Billing’s 
Port, faw the neceflity of forming a poft at Red Bank, not yet oc- 
cupied by the enemy, it being of no great confequence while they 
retained poffeflion of the other poft juft mentioned. But when they 
had loft that ftation, it became of the utmoft importance, being the only 
key to the fort on Mud Hland; the only {pot from which it could 
be relieved or fupplied. And, had this poft been taken and occupied 
by Britith troops, the fort and water-guard would have been placed 
in the midft of a triangle, and conftantly expofed to the cannon 
from pofts on each of its fides; from Red Bank on the eaft, the 


Province [land on the weft fide of the Delaware, and from the | 


men of war on the fouth in the river below. Poffeffed of thefe, 
colonel Stirling defired permiffion to take poffeflion of Red Bank, 
but it was not granted him. ‘The rebels, taking advantage of this 
blunder, immediately fortified it: And, under its cannon, they 
conftantly covered their water-guard, which fallied out from this 
advantageous poft when they wifhed, either to fupply or relieve the 
fort, or to annoy the fhips of war. The fubfiftence of the Britith 
troops in Philadelphia depended fo much on the furrender of this 
fort, that Wafhington exerted every nerve to preferve it. He 
offered one hundred pounds extraordinary bounty to every foldier 
| who fhould ferve in defending it during the fiege. Thefe men were 
relieved 


Chae 


Lt! SG, i the, te tO es 
: Cale oe Wer 


Hés.T0 RO Ror baat 


3 
C HA P. yelieved every fix hours from Red Bank, and therefore the defence 
HAS extremely obftinate. 
On the nineteenth of OGober the Britifh army was withdrawn 
fe from German Town, and encamped in the immediate vicinity of 
Philadelphia, as a more convenient fituation, from which detach- 
it | ments might be made, and occational reinforcements fent to reduce 
| the forts upon the river: And foon after this movement an attempt 

was made to carry the redoubt and intrenchment at Red Bank by 
at Red Bank. affault. The execution of this enterprife was intrufted to colonel 
Donop, a brave and high-fpirited German officer, who, with three 
EL) battalions of Heffian grenadiers, the regiment of Mirbach, and the ) 
| # infantry chaffeurs, pafled the Delaware, from Philadelphia, on the : 
twenty-firft of OQober, and, on the following day in the afternoon, | 
reached the place of his deftination. A difpofition for the attack 
was inftantly made, and the brave Donop, with undaunted firmnefs, 


| 
a 
im led on his troops to the affault, through a tremendous fire, not % 
| only from the works at Red Bank, but from the provincial gallies 4% 
| 


: a | and floating batteries upon the river; and whilft deftru€tion ever 
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{ i uae By this time the intrepid Donop had fallen, his thigh hav- © 
Zi ditr€ PtCCEE OR Z ing been fractured by a mufket fhot, and the fecond in command a 
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inftant thinned their ranks, the German battalions advanced, un- 


aii was alfo wounded. ‘The redoubt was found. to be more than eight © 
feet high, with a parapet boarded and frized, and could not be 
forced without fcaling-ladders. Why the aflailants were not fur- 
nifhed with this neceflary implement has not been explained ; but 
for want of it, in the moment of victory, and with the objet of 
the enterprife within their grafp, they were obliged precipitately to 
retire through fuch a fire as that under which they had advanced, - 


leaving 
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leaving their brave commander behind them, who died of his wound © ie P. 
fome few days after, whilft a prifoner in the hands of the Ame- W+~—~ 


ricans, 


But this was not the only misfortune that happened at this time. 
It was intended that a part of the fleet, by moving up the river as 
far as it could go, fhould make a diverfion in favour of the attack 
by land. For this purpofe the Augufta, Roebuck, Liverpool, Pearl, 
and Merlin floop, were ordered to pafs through the opening in the 
lower chevaux de frize, and be in readinefs. And as foon as Donop’s 
attack commenced thefe fhips flipped their cables and moved flowly 
up the river with the flood tide ; but the natural courfe of the chan- 
nel having been altered by the artificial ob{ftruCtions thrown acrofs it, 
and fand-banks being colle&ted where there were none before, two of 
thefe fhips, the Augufta and the Merlin, unfortunately got a-ground 
a little below the fecond line of chevaux de frize. At the next tide 


of flood every exertion was made to get them off, but in vain, the 


flow of the tide having been prevented from rifing to its ufual 
height by a ftrong northerly wind. It was not until the following 
morning that the fituation of thefe fhips was perceived by the ene- 
my, when they began to fire upon them from their works, gallies, 
and floating batteries, and fent down feveral fire-thips with the ex- 
pectation of deftroying them. The fire-fhips were however towed 
off without doing any injury, by the activity and dexterity of the 
feamen; but, unfortunately, the Augufta, by fome accident, caught 


fire, and the flames, {preading fo rapidly that they could not be got — 


under, it was with the utmoft difficulty that the greateft part of the 
crew were faved. Only a few, and amoneft thefe the fecond-lieute- 


nant, chaplain, and gunner, perifhed in the flames. It now be- 
’ came neceflary to remove with all hafte the frigates which lay near 


the Augufta, that they might not fuffer by her explofion; and as 
the 


Ei 7s 


304 


Vik 


Mud Eland 
and Red 


“HESTO RW s OT TRE 


C H_A P. the Merlin could not be got off, orders were given to abandon and 
wa deftroy her. Such were the unfortuante confequences of the attack 


on Red Bank fort. 

In the mean time the preparations for reducing the fort on Mud 
Ifland were going forward on the weftern fhore of the Delaware ; 
but, from the difficulty of conftru@ing works in marfhy grounds, 
and the length of time required for tranfporting through {wamps 
fuch heavy ftores as were indifpenfably neceflary, the batteries were 
not opened before the tenth of November. Immediately below 
Mud Ifland, and ranging nearly in a line with this, were two others, 
called Province and Hog Iflands. Between thefe and the weftern 
fhore was a narrow channel of fufficient depth to admit fhips of a 
moderate draught of water. For fome days, that part of the fleet 
which was deftined to co-operate in the attack, was prevented by 
contrary winds from moving up the river; but on the fifteenth of 
November, the wind proving favourable, and every thing being in 
readinefs, the Vigilant armed fhip, followed by a hulk, both of them 
mounted with heavy cannon, pafled through between Province and 
Hog Ifland, and got into the channel behind, fo as to bring their 
guns to bear upon that part of the fort which was leaft provided 
with defences. At the fame time two of the large fhips, the Ifis and 
the Somerfet, with the Roebuck, and feveral frigates, failed up the 
main channel of the river, and lay as near the front of the fort as 
the fecond line of the chevaux de frize would permit. The fhips 
being thus difpofed, a heavy cannonade commenced as well from 
them as from the batteries on fhore, which difmounted feveral of 
the guns in the fort, and otherwife fo damaged its defences, that the 
garrifon, fearful of an aflault, quitted it the enfuing night, and were 
carried off by their fhipping. ‘T'wo days after the redoubt at Red 


Bank taken. Bank was alfo abandoned upon the approach of lord Cornwallis with 
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a detachment from camp fent to reduce it; and the provincial water 
force, being now no longer protected by the works on fhore, quitted 
its {tation, and retired up the river. Some few of the {maller gallies, 
by keeping. clofe on the Jerfey fhore, paffed Philadelphia in the 
night, and efcaped. The reft were abandoned and burnt. And thus 
a communication by the Delaware was at laft opened between the 
navy and army. 

General Wafhington, after receiving a reinforcement of four 
thoufand men from the northern army, left his flrong fituation at 
Skippack Creek, drew nearer to the Britifh lines, and encamped at 
White Marfh, an advantageous ftation, about fourteen miles from 
Philadelphia. A valley and a rivulet were in his front; and to the 
fouth and eaft an abbatis of trees, their top branches pointed and 
lying outwards. 

Sir William Howe hoped that, in confequence of this reinforce- 
ment, Wathington might be tempted to rifque an engagement in the 
view of regaining pofleflion of the capital of Penfylvania. With 
this expectation he marched.with the army from Philadelphia on 
the fourth of December at night, and on the following morning 
took poft on Chefnut Hill, in front of the right wing of the pro- 
vineial encampment. Here the Britifh army remained for two days, 
offering battle to the provincials, but the latter continued within 
their lines, except a corps of about one thoufand men, which being 
fent out to {kirmifh with the light-infantry, under lieutenant-colonel 
Abercrombie, who were pofted in front, was quickly repulfed with lofs. 

On the fixth at night the army was again put in motion, and 
the following momipe took poft on Edge Hill, “an eminence one 
mile in front of the enemy’s left, which was cheunied by-a ftrong 
corps of northern provincials, and from whence they were driven 


by the van-guard of the army under lord Cornwallis. The fame 
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morning, another out-poft of the enemy was forced by a column 


Gamexat lofithe army under major-general Grey, and fo nearly furrounded by 


a rapid movement of the light-infantry of the guards to turn their 
left, that the provincials, in making their efcape, were driven acrofs 
the fire of the centre and left of the general’s divifion, and fuftained 
a confiderable lofs in killed and wounded. 

During all this time general Wafhington remained quiet within 
his lines; and fir William Howe, feeing no profpe&t of being able 
to provoke him to an engagement, and, after having viewed the 
right, left, and centre, of his encampment, judging it unadvifable 
to attack him in his prefent {trong pofition, returned on the eighth 
with the army to Philadelphia: The enemy ftill keeping fo clofe 
within their lines, that the rear-guard of the army under lord Corn 
wallis, which did not leave its ground till four in the afternoon, was 


-fuffered to retire unmolefted. It was generally expected that the 


commander in chief would have made fome farther attempts on ge- 
neral Wafhington. It is true he made fome movements on the 
enemy’s front, right, and left, but none on their rear, where they 
were vulnerable without difficulty. By the fame movement he 
would have cut off Wafhington from his baggage and provifions, 
which lay five miles diftant. ‘The American general dreaded this, 
and was prepared for flight. Our troops, notwithftanding, retired, 
to the furprife of all who were acquainted with the ground on 
which general Wafhington was encamped, and the variety of ex- 
cellent roads that led round to his rear. It was even well known that 
Wafhington’s army was under the greateft apprehenfion, and con- 
ftantly expecting the poate of attempting a hazardous movement 
to efcape. 

Not long after the retreat of the Britifh troops from White 
Marth, general Wathington quitted his camp at that place in the 
Eo 
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night, crofled the Schuylkill, and took poft at Valley Forge, about © eis P. 


twenty-fix miles diftant from Philadelphia. Gey 


t A ; 1777* 
Had the American army retired to Lancafter, York, and Carlifle, 


the neareft towns where they could have been accommodated with 
Winter-quarters, a large and fertile diftri& of country would have 
been left open for the Britifh troops to forage in at pleafure, the in- 
habitants of which being left without prote@tion might have been 
tempted to accept of thofe pardons which were fo liberally offered, 
and to fubmit themfelves again, and become reconciled to-the autho- 
rity of the mother-country. : 

The American general, moved by thefe confiderations, de- 
termined to remain during the winter in the pofition ‘which 
he then occupied at Valley Forge, recommending it to his 
troops to build huts in the woods for fheltering themfelves from 
the inclemency of the weather. And it is perhaps one of the moft 
{triking traits in general Wafhington’s character, that he poffeffed the 
faculty of gaining fuch an afcendancy over his raw and undifciplined 
followers, moft of whom were deftitute of proper winter clothing, 
and otherwife unprovided with neceflaries, as to be able to prevail 
upon fo many of them to remain with him, during the winter, in 
fo diftrefsful a fituation. With immenfe labour he raifed wooden 
huts, covered with ftraw and earth ; which formed very uncomfort- 
able quarters. On the eaft and fouth an intrenchment was made; a 
the ditch fix feet wide and three in depth—the mound not four feet 
high, very narrow, and fuch as might eafily have been beat down, 
by cannon. Two redoubts were alfo begun, but never completed, 
The Schuylkill was on his left, with a bridge acrofs. His rear was 
moftly covered by an impaflable precipice formed by Valley Creek, 
having only a narrow paflage near the Schuylkill. On the right 
| his camp was acceflible with fome difficulty, but the approach on. 
his front was on ground nearly on a level with his camp. It is in- 
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deed difficult to give an adequate defcription of his mifery in this 
fituation. His army was deftitute of almoft every neceflary of 
clothing, nay, almoft naked; and very often on {hort allowance of 
provifions; an extreme mortality raged in his hofpitals, nor had he 
any of the moft proper medicines to relieve the fick. There were 
perpetual defertions of parties from him of ten to fifty at a time. 
In three months he had not four thoufand men, and thefe by no 
means to be termed effeftive. Not lefs than five hundred horfes 
perithed from want and the feverity of the feafon. He had often 
not three days provifion in his camp, and at times not enough for 
one day. In this infirm and dangerous ftate he continued from De- 
cember to May, during all which time every perfon expected that 
the commander in chief would have ftormed or befieged his camp, 
the fituation of which equally invited either. attempt. To have 
pofted two thoufand men on a commanding ground near the bridge, 
on the north fide of the Schuylkill, would have rendered his efcape 
on the left impoffible ; two thoufand men placed on a like ground 
oppofite the narrow pafs, would have as effectually prevented a re- 
treat by his rear; and five or fix,thoufand men, ftationed on the 
front and right of his camp, would have deprived him of flight on 
thofe fides. The pofitions were fuch, that, if any of the corps 
were attacked, they could have been inftantly fupported. Under 
fuch propitious circumftances what mortal could doubt of fuccefs? 
But our army, neglecting all thefe opportunities, was fuffered to 
continue at Philadelphia, where the whole winter was {pent in diffi- 
pation. A want of difcipline and proper fubordination pervaded the 
whole army; and if difeafe and ficknefs thinned the American army 


encamped at Valley Forge, indolence and luxury perhaps did no lefs. 


injury to the Britith troops at Philadelphia.. During the winter a 
very unfortunate inattention was fhown to the feelings of. the inha- 
bitants of Philadelphia, whofe fatisfaction fhould have been vigi- 
lantly 
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lantly confulted, both from gratitude and from intereft. They ex- © Hs P. 
perienced many of the horrors of civil war. The foldiers ine —~—~ 


fulted and plundered them ; and their houfes were occupied as bar- 
racks, without any compenfation being made to them. Some of 
the firft families were compelled to receive into their habitations 
individual officers, who were even indecent enough to introduce 
their miftrefles into. the manfions of their hofpitable entertainers. 
‘This foured the minds of the inhabitants, many of whom were 
Quakers. . 

But the refidence of the “army at Philadelphia occafioned 
diftrefles which will probably be contidered, by the generality of 
mankind, as of a more grievous nature. It was with difficulty that 
fewel could be got on any terms. Provifions were moft exorbit- 
antly high. Gaming of every fpecies was permitted, and even 
fanctioned. This vice not only debauched the mind, but, by 
fedentary confinement, and the want of feafonable repofe, enervated 
the body. A foreign officer held the bank atthe game of pharo, 
by which he made a very confiderable fortune ; and but too many 
refpeCtable families in Britain have to lament its baneful effects. 
Officers who might have rendered honourable tervice to their coun- 
try, were compelled, by what was termed a bad run of luck, to ditt 
poie of their commiflions, and return pennylefs to their friends in 
Europe. The father who thought he had made a provifion for his 
fon by purchafing a commiffion for him in the army, ultimately found 
that he had:put his fon to fchool to learn the {cience of gambling, 
not the art of war. Diffipation had fpread through the army, and 
indolence, and want of fubordination, its natural concomitants: For 

if the officer be not vigilant, the foldier will never be alert. 

Sir William Howe, from the manners and | religious. opinions of 
the Philadelphians, fhould have been particularly cautious :: For this 
public diflolutenefs of the troops could not but be regarded by fuch 
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Cc hy P. people as a contempt of them, as well as an offence againft piety ; 


t—-~—— and it influenced all the reprefentations which they made to. their 


1777. 


countrymen refpecting the Britith. They inferred from it alfo, that 
the commander could not be fufficiently intent on the plans of either 
conciliation or fubjugation ; fo that the opinions of the Philadelphians, 
whether erroneous or not, materially promoted the caufe of congrefs. 
During the whole ef this long winter of riot and diffipation, general 
Wafhington was fuffered to continue, with the remains of his army, 
not exceeding five thoufand effective men at moft, undifturbed at the 
Valley Forge: Confiderable arrears of pay due to them ; almoft in 
a {tate of nature, for want of clothing; the Europeans in the Ame- 
rican fervice difgufted, and deferting in great numbers, and indeed 
in companies, to the Britifh army; and the natives tired of the war, 
Yet, under all thefe favourable circumftances for the Britifh intereft, 
no one ftep was taken to diflodge Washington, whofe cannon were 


frozen up, and could not be moved. If fir William Howe had | 


marched out in the night, he might have brought Wafhington to 
action; or if he had retreated, he muft have left his fick, cannon, 
ammunition, and heavy baggage behind. A nodturnal attack on 
the Americans would have had this further good effe&: It would 
have deprefled the fpirit of revolt, confirmed the wavering, and at- 
tached them to the Britifh intereft. It would have opened a paflage 
for fupplies to the city, which was in great want of provifions for 
the inhabitants. It would have fhaken off that lethargy in which the 
Britifh foldiers had been immerged during the winter. It would have 
convinced the well-affe€ted that the Britith leader was in earneft. If 
Wafhington had retreated, we could have followed. With one of the 
beft appointed, in every refpect, and fineft armies {confifting of at 
leaft fourteen thoufand effeGtive men) ever affembled in any coun- 


‘try, a number of officers of approved fervice, withing only to be 


led to aGtion, this dilatory commander, fir William Howe, dragged 
if out 
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out the winter, without doing any one thing to obtain the end for © ~ oF P. 
which he was commiffioned. Proclamation was iflued after pro- eae 


clamation, calling upon the people of America to repair to the Britith 
ftandard, promifing them remiffion of their political fins, and an 
affurance of proteétion in both perfon and property ; but thefe pro- 
mifes were confined merely to paper. The beft perfonal fecurity to 
the inhabitants was an attack by the army, and the beft fe- 
curity of property was peace; and this to be purchafed by 
fuccefsfulwar. For, had fir William Howe led on his troops to 
action, victory was in his power, and conqueft in his train. During 
fir William Howe’s ftay at Philadelphia a number of difaffected ci- 
tizens were fuffered to remain in the garrifon; thefe people were 
ever upon the watch, and communicated to Wafhington every in- 
telligence he could with for. Sir William Howe ought not to have 
fuffered the avowedly hoftile to remain in the city. A commander in 
chief fhould form his plans with fecrefy. Whenever any foraging 
parties were fent from the garrifon, the enemy were always ap- 
prized of it. his will account why our fupplies were always 
fo {canty, and our rear always harafled. That war is neceflary, in 
fome cafes, is certain; but it is the duty of every commander to 
jeflen the horrors of war, and to abridge their period. Severity in 
the early part of the war would have been mercy in the end. 
Thoufands of lives would have been faved on both fides; the enormous 
load of the national debt would not have fwelled to its prefent amount; 


juftice and policy of granting honourable terms. But, unfortunately 
for this country, the inftant the war fhould be at an end, the multipli- 
cation of pounds, fhillings, and pence, would ceafe to be carried on by 
individual charaéters, who withed to make a fund, or aggregate fum, to 
retire upon. In confirmation of the diftrefs in the American army above 


xelated we fhall here infert a letter from the committee of congrefs. 
A-LET- 


America might have been taught the neceflity of peace; and Britain, the _ 
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c ee P. A LETTER from the Committee of Congrefs to the Prefident; 


CH — found among the Papers of Henry Laurens, Efq. 
i i 
DIR. _ Camp at Valley Forge, Feb. 12, 1778. 


“* WE had flattered ourfelves, that, before this time, the pleafure of 
congrefs would be made known to us, refpedting the quarter-mafter’s 
department. We fear our letter upon this fubjec&t has mifcarried, or I 
the confideration of it yielded to other bufinefs. You will therefore 
pardon us, fir, when we again folicit your attention to it, as an 
object of the laft importance; on which not only the future fuccels 4 
of your arms, but the prefent exiftence of your army, immediately if 
depend. The influence of this office is fo diffufive through every 
part of your military fyftem, that neither the wifdom of ar- 4 
rangement, the fpirit of enterprife, or favourable opportunity, will 
be of any avail, if this great wheel in the machine ftops, or moves 
heavily. We find ourfelves embarraffed in entering on this fubjed, 
left a bare recital of facts fhould carry an imputation (which we do 
not intend) on thofe gentlemen who have lately conducted it. We 
are fenfible, great and juft allowances are to be made for the pecu- 


liarity of their fituation, and we are perhaps not fully acquainted 
A with all their difficulties. It is our duty, fir, to inform you it is 


not our intention to cenfure; and be affured, nothing but a fenfe of 


the obligation we are under, to poftpone all other confiderations to 


the public fafety, could induce us to perform the unpleafing tafk.— 
We find, fir, the property of the continent difperfed over the whole 
country ; not an encampment, route of the army, or confiderable 


road, but abounds with waggons, left to the mercy of the weather, 

and the will of the inhabitants ; large quantities of intrenching tools 
# arg, ml 

have, in like manner, been left in various hands, under no other fe- 


curity that we can learn, than the honefty of thofe who have them 
in poffeffion. Not lefs than three thoufand fpades and fhovels, and 
ibn aoe the 
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general officers. In the fame way, a quantity of tents and tent 
cloth, after having lain a whole fummer in a farmer’s barn, and 
unknown to the officer of the department, was lately difcovered, 
and brought to camp by a fpecial order from the general. From 
thefe inftances, we prefume there may be many other ftores yet 
unknown and uncollected, which require immediate care and atten- 
tion. 

“¢ When, in compliance with the expectations of conerefs, 
and the wifhes of the country, the army was thrown into 
huts, inftead of retiring to more diftant and convenient - quar- 
ters, the troops juftly expected every comfort which the fur- 
rounding country could afford. Among thefe, a providential 
care in the article of ftraw, would probably have faved the lives 
of many of your brave foldiers whe have now paid the great 
debt of nature. Unprovided with this, or materials to raife them 
from the cold and wet earth, ficknefs and mortality have {fpread 
through their quarters in an aftonifhing degree. Notwithftanding 
the diligence of the phyficians and furgeons, of whom we hear no 
complaint, the ‘fick and dead lift has increafed one-third in the laft 
week’s returns, which was one-third greater than the week pre- 
ceding; and, from the prefent inclement weather, will probably in- 


creafe ina much greater proportion.—Nothing, fir, can equal their | 


fufferings, except the patience and fortitude with which the faithful 


part of the army endure them. Thofe of a different character defert _ 


in confiderable numbers. 

“ We muft alfo obferve, that a number of the troops have now 
fome time been prepared for inoculation ; but the operation muift be 
delayed, for want of this [ftraw] and other neceflaries within the pro- 
vidence of this department. We need not point out the fatal confe- 
Vou. 1 Ss quences 
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the like number of tomahawks, have been lately difcovered. and © Sete 


collected in the vicinity of the camp, by an order from one of the ~~ 
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quences of this delay in forming a new army, or the prefervation 
of this. Almoft every day furnifhes inftances of the {mall-pox 
in the natural way. Hitherto fuch vigilance and care has been ufed, 
that the contagion has not fpread ; but furely itis highly incumbent 
upon us, if poffible, to annihilate the danger. 

“ We need not point out the effe& this circumftance will have upon 
the new-draughted troops, if not carefully guarded ; they are too 
obvious to need enumeration. In conference with the forage-mafter 
on this fubje€t (which, though in appearance trivial, is really im- 
portant), he acquainted us, that, though out of his line, he would 
have procured it, if waggons could have been furnifhed him for that 
purpofe. 


“ The want of horfes and waggons for the ordinary as well as ex- 


traordinary occafions of the army, prefles upon us, if poflible, with 
equal force ; almoft every f{pecies of camp tranfportation is now per- 
formed by men, who, without a murmur, patiently yoke themfelves 
to little carriages of their own making, or load their wood and pro- 
vifions on their backs.—Should the enemy, encouraged by the 
growing weaknefs of your troops, be led to make a fuccefsful im- 
preflion upon your camp, your artillery would now undoubtedly 
fall into their hands, for want of horfes to remove it.—But thefe 
are {maller and tolerable evils, when compared with the imminent 
danger of your troops, perifhing with famine, or difperfing in fearch 
of food. ‘The commiflaries, in addition to their fupplies of live 


cattle, which are precarious, have found a quantity of pork in New. 


ferfey, of which, by a failure of waggens, not one barrel has reached 
the camp. :! 


“The orders were given for that purpofe as early as the fourth of 
January.—In yefierday’s conference with the general he informed 


us, that fome brigades had been four days without meat; and that 


even the common foldiers had been at his quarters to make known 
thelr 


, 
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their wants.—At prefent, fir, there is not one gentleman of any © 


ee) 


Va ae Ne 


XV. 


rank in this department, though the duties of the office require a V~1—~ 


conftant and unremitted attention. In whatever view, therefore, 
the object prefents itfelf, we truft you will difcern, that the moft 
eflential interefts are connedted with it.: The feafon.of preparation 
for next campaign is pafling {wiftly away. Be aflured, fir, that its 
operations will be. ineffeGual, either for offence or preteCtion, if an 
arrangement is not immediately made, and the moft vigorous ex- 

ertions ufed to procure, the neceflary fupplies—Permit us to fay, 
that a moment’s time fhould not be loft in placing a man of approved 
abilities and extenfive ‘capacity at the head of the department, who 
will reftore it to fome degree of regularity and order; whofe provi- 
dent care will immediately relieve the prefent wants of the army, 
and extend itfelf to thofe which muft be fatisfied, before we can 
expect vigour, enterprife, or fuccefs—When your committee 
reflect upon the increafed difficulties of procuring waggons, horfes, 
tents, and the numerous train of articles dependent on this office, 
without which your army cannot even move; they feel the greateft 
anxiety, left the utmoft ikill, diligence, and .addrefs, will prove in- 
effe€tual to fatisfy the growing demand. All other confiderations 
vanifh before this objet ; and we moft earneftly with congrefs may 
be imprefled in a proper degree with its neceflity and importance. 

“* A report has reached us, that colonel Lutterlogh is a candidate for 
the office of quarter-mafter-general ; we have therefore been led to 
make fome inquiry into his character and condue&t. We ‘fhould be 
far from doing injuftice to his abilities and experience in a fubor- 
dinate line; but, exclufive of the danger of entrufting fo confiden- 
tial an office to a flranger, whofe attachment to this country muft be 
light and tranfient, and whofe intereft may be fo eafily diflinguithed 
from ours, we cannot find that he poffefles talents or activity equal 
to this important office.—We find, in the courfe of the campaign, 
neceflary tools and ftores have often been wanting ; important and 

Ss 2 feafonable 
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-“* P. feafonable movements of the army delayed; in fome inftances, 


L———_ wholly fruftrated; and favourable opportunities loft, through the 


AIS 


deficiencies of this department.—The rapid marches of our army, 
and unforefeen difafters which attended it during the fummer feafon, 
partly claim fome allowances; but that diforder and confufion pre-_ 
vail through the department, which requires fome able hand to re- 
form and reduce it, is a certain and melancholy truth. 

“* Unacquainted with the refolution of congrefs with refpect to ge- 
neral Schuyler, we have hefitated what further to propofe. ‘Time is 
fo extremely precarious, that we are unwilling to lofe a fingle unne- 
ceflary moment; and have therefore been induced to extend our 
views to the difapprobation of this gentleman, and make fome pro- 
vifion for that event. A character has prefented itfelf,, which, in a- 
great degree, meets our approbation, judgment, and wifhes. We 
have opened the fubje&t to him, and it is now under his confidera- 
tion. When we are at liberty, we fhall introduce him to your no-- ‘ 
tice; but delicacy forbids our doing it, until he has made up his: ib 
mind on the fubje@, and given his confent to the nomination.— 
Another gentleman of extenlive connexions, great ativity, and 
eomprehenfive genius, but intirely in. civil life, has alfo been pro- 
pofed. As he is at a diftance, we have not been able to confult him3. 
and are refrained, by fimilar motives of delicacy, from making his- 
character and name a fubject of difcuffion without his confent. 

“ By the time we are favoured with the determination refpeCting. 
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general Schuyler, and he fhould not be approved, we hope to be 


~~» 


able to announce both thefe gentlemen for your confideration. 
“We are, with the greateft regard and refped, 
ee R. . 
“ Your moft cbedient, and very humble fervants, 
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_ It muft be confefled that, on the whole, the Britith arms under 
fir William Howe were attended with fuccefs ; but this fuccefs was 
never duly followed up and improved. That commander had fe- 
veral opportunities of defeating the American army, and thereby 
of putting an end to the war. At Long Ifland, in the Jerfeys, 
at Brandywine, at White Marfh, and at Valley Forge, fortune 
had placed the enemy within his grafp, but he declined to feize 
the offered advantage. None of his military exploits poflefled 
either plan, obje&t, or decifion. And the only fruit derived from 
the feveral victories of fir William Howe, during the campaigm 
of 1777, amounted to no more than the acquifition of good win- 
ter-quarters for the Britifh army at Philadelphia. 
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Canadian Operations—General Burgoyne invefied with the Command 
of the Northern Army—General Carleton, offended with this Ap- 


pointment, refigns his Government—Opinions on the Employment 


of the Savages—Number of Troops under General Burgoyne— 
Expedition under Colonel St. Leger—Burgoynes Manifefio—Ti- 
conderoga and Mount Independence invefied—The Forts aban- 
doned by the ES) ee Galleys deftroyed near Skenef- 


borough—Americans abandon their Works—Their Rear overiaken 


—General St. Clair arrives at Fort Edward—Americans re=~ 


pulled by Colonel Hill—Americans abandon Fort Anne—Diffi- 
culties encountered in the March of the Royal Army to Fort Ea- 


ward— Americans retire to Saratoga. 


© H AP. JT will be neceflary now to turn our attention from the fouth 


init to the north; fromthe plains of Penfylvania to thofe of Canada: 


‘777 where, inftead of victories mixed with lofs, we meet with Wc 
Canadian ? 


operations. but difappointment, difafter, and defeat. 


General Bure The adminiftration of Great Britain refolved to carry on the war 
oyne invelt- 

See upon the fide of Canada and the Lakes with activity and energy. 

command of 

the northern 

@rmy. 


The command of this expedition was entrufted to general Burgoyne. 
Sir Guy Carleton was certainly, and with much reafon, offended 
with this appointment, which, indeed, could not be juftified on any 


grounds of reafon or of prudence. General Burgoyne, without 


doubt, pofleffed bravery, and fome military knowledge; but it muft 
be allowed that general Carleton was better qualified for the im- 
| portant 
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portant expedition, which, under his direGtion, would probably have © aro s 
been attended with fuccefs. From his long refidence in Canada, he —~— 
knew more accurately than general Burgoyne, the fituation of ee 
the country, the manners of the inhabitants, and the extent of its 
refources ; and he united greater authority with more military expe- 
rience. He would have been more aware of the difficulties to be 


encountered, and better prepared for furmounting them. But gene- 


ral Burgoyne was a member of parliament, and it was one of thofe 


— 


miferable expedients which the minifter fubfituted for grandeur of | 


defign, to beftow fome of the moft important employments, both, 


OR, tn 


military and naval, on men who were in the habits of oppofing the 
meafures of adminiftration. By this pitiful policy he was enabled: 
to fecure himfelf againft parliamentary attack, and to carry his mea- 
fures more eafily in the houfe of commons.. 
That general Carleton was offended with the appointment of ge- GeneralCarle- 


: 3 5 rules 2 ton, offended, 
neral Burgoyne is fufficiently evident, from his immediate refigna- at this ap- 


\ 
tion of his government. Much was expected from this expedition, oe 
and, to do the minifter juftice, nothing was wanting on his part to vermment. { 
~ render fuccefs probable. A large body of veteran troops was fent 

from England, well provided with every neceflary, and great quan- 

tities of warlike ftores were alfo tranfmitted in order to fupply thofe 
inhabitants who were expected to declare in favour of the British 
' caufe. 

In addition to the ftrength already pdffefled by the Englith in 
Canada, feveral nations of favages who inhabit the back fettlements 
of that province, and the borders of the Weftern Lakes, refolved to. : 
take up arms againft the Americans. The acceptance of their affift-. 
| ance has occafioned much difeuflien, and a variety of opinions: 


General Burgoyne was certainly induced to adopt this meafure from  Opinions-om 
the employ- 


a’ knowledge of their warlike character, and from a well-grounded jen: of He | 


fuppofition that, if he refufed their offers, they would inftantly join *v#8°* 
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the Americans, But he refolved to bring them into ation as little 
as poflible. In the preceding year he did not make much ufe of 
them, and he determined to purfue, as far as he could with pru- 
dence, the fame line of conduét in the prefent year. He knew that 
their objeét in all wars was murder, defolation, and deftruction; and 
though he certainly withed to conquer the revolted Americans, yet 


he did not with to exterminate them. His condu&t however, in 


this refpet, did not receive general approbation ; for it was contended 
that partial feverity was general mercy, and that, to put a fpeedy 
end to the rebellion, the moft vigorous and refolute meafures 
fhould be adopted. Among the opponents of general Burgoyne on 
this fubje@t was the minifter himfelf; who, accordingly, tran{mitted 
orders to general Carleton to ufe all his influence in fecuring the 
affifttance of the Indian nations. This he did fo effeCtually, that he 
became fearful at length of obtaining a larger number than was ne- 
ceflary. | 

The army under general Burgoyne confifted of Britith and Ger- 
man troops, amounting to feven thoufand one hundred and feventy- 
three men, exclufive of the corps of artillery. Of thefe the foreign 
troops amounted to near one half. This body of troops accorded 
very nearly with’ the plan fubmitted to the minifter by general 
Burgoyne. He had required eight thoufand regulars, rank and file, 
exclufive of the artillery, a corps of watermen, two thoufand Ca- 
nadians, including hatchet-men, with a thoufand favages. 

General Burgoyne was furnifhed with picked and experienced 
officers. ‘The moft eminent of thefe were major-general Philips, 


brigadier-generals Frazer, Powel, and Hamilton; the Brunfwick — 


major-general Reidefel, and brigadier-general Specht. This large, 
body of veteran troops was to be kept together as much as poffible. 
In order to produce this effet, the inhabitants of Canada were com- 
manded to furnifh men fufficient to occupy the woods on the 

5 frontiers, 
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frontiers, to prevent defertion, to procure intelligence, and to in- 
tercept all communication between the enemy and the malcontents 
in the province. They were alfo required to provide men for the 
completion of the fortifications at Sorel, St. John’s, Chamblée, and 
Ifle aux Noix, for the carriage of provifions, artillery, and ftores, 
and for making roads. 
adequate quantity of horfes and carts. 

Colonel St. Leger, with a body of light troops and Indians, 
amounting to between feven and eight hundred men, having been 
previoufly detached by the way of Lake Ontario, and the Mohawk 


river, in order to make a diverfion in favour of the army, general’ 


Burgoyne fet out from St. John’s on the fixteenth of June 1777, 


The naval force, under the command of commodore Lutwych, 


preceded the army, and opened the way for its advances, detach~ 
ments of Indians having been previoufly’ made from the river 


Bouquet, as well to act upon the enemy’s convoys and communi~~”. 


cations on the fide of Otter Creek, as to cover the reconnoitre of 
South Bay, through which country it was probable that the enemy 
would pafs, if Ticonderoga fhould fall into the hands of the Britith. 
The fleet proceeded without: any oppofition, and, under its pro-. 


tection, the troops were-landed about the middle of June; and en} 


camped at a {mall diftance from Crown Point on the north fide. 
The advanced parties of the enemy retired on the approach of our 
army. | 
At this-place general Burgoyne thought proper to give the Indians 
a war-feaft, and to make a fpeech to them. The purport of it was, 
to induce them to refrain from cruelty, and to mitigate their na-~ 
tural ferocity. pac 
Before the royal army advanced to Ticonderoga general Burgoyne 
| if{ued a proclamation or manifefto, in which, with a moft ill-judged 
policy, he threatened’to punith, with the utmoft feyerity, thofe who 
Voge... Tt refufed 


In addition to this, they were to furnifh an | 


Expedition 
under colonel 


St. Leger. 
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pr P. refufed to attach themfelves to the Britifh caufe. At the fame time 
eam he magnified the ferocity « of the favages, animadverting with pecu- 


liar emphalis of diction on the eagernefs which they difcovered to 
butcher thofe who continued hoftile to the mother-country, whofe 
interefts they had efpoufed. Having remained at Crown Point a 
few days, im order to reft themfelves, and to eftablith magazines, 
the whole army proceeded with caution to Ticonderoga, which 
place it was refolved to inveft. 

Ticonderoga is fituated on the weftern fhore, a few miles to the 
northward of that narrow inlet which unites Lake George to Lake 
Champlain. Crown Point lies more northwatd than Ticonderoga, 
and is fituated on an angle of land wafhed on two fides by water 
flowing over rocks. A deep morafs covered the third fide, except 
in a {mall part, where formerly the French had ereted lines, which 
ftill continued, and which the Americans had now ftrengthened by 
additional works. 


Oppofite to Ticonderoga, onthe eaftern fhore, the Americans had 
with great induftry fortified a high hill called Mount Independence. 
On the top of it, which is flat, a ftar fort had been ereéted, con- 
taining extenfive barracks well fupplied with artillery. The moun- 
tain ftretched in a floping direction into the water, ftrongly en- 
trenched to its bafe, and well fupplied with heavy artillery. Mid- 
way up the mountain, arfother battery was erected to cover the 
lower works. With infinite labour the Americans had united Ti- 
conderoga and Mount Independence by a ftrong bridge of commu- 
nications over the inlet. ‘Twenty-two funken piers fupported the 
bridge at equal diftances. Between the pitrs floats were placed, 
faftened together with chains and rivets, and bound to the funken 
piers. On the Lake Champlain fide of the bridge, a boom, com- 
poled of very large timber, was erected, faftened together by ri- 
vetted bolts and double chains, made of iron an ‘inch and a half 
Square. 
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iquare. This bridge effectually prevented any attack by water from 
the northern fide. But Ticonderoga, notwithftanding its apparent 
ftrength, had one difadvantage to contend with. To the fouthward 
of the bridge of communications was a hill, called Sugar Hill, 
which overlooked and commanded both the works at Ticonderoga, 


and on Mount Independence. ‘This place the Americans were’ 


unable to fortify, on account of the want of men; general St. 
Clair, who commanded at Ticonderoga, not having above three 
thoufand men. ) 

The royal army, when they left Crown Point, advanced with the 


greateft circumfpection and prudence on both fides of the Lake, 


the fleet keeping in the centre till the army had enclofed the 
enemy on the land fide, and the fleet had arrived juft out 
of cannon-fhot of their works. On the approach of the right 
wing on the fecond of July, the enemy inftantly relinquithed 
and fet fire to their works on the fide of Lake George. Major~ 


general Philips therefore immediately fecured the poffeflion of an 


important place called Mount Hope, which commanded the enemy’s 

line, and cut off all communication with Lake George. | 
The royal army having arrived at Ticonderoga, proceeded with 
great expedition and alacrity in conftrudting works neceflary for the 
inveftment of that place. By the fifth of July thefe works were 
completed, and a road made to the top of Sugar Hill for the con- 
ftruction of a battery there. The enemy, difcovering thefe vigorous 
operations, thought proper to hold a council of war, in which it 
was refolved to evacuate Ticonderoga and Mount Independence im- 
mediately. In confequence of this determination, their baggage, 
provifions, and ftores, were embarked in two hundred batteaux, and 
difpatched up the fouth river to Skenefborough. The army took 
the Caftle Town road, in order to reach Skenefborough by land. 
The American general conceived that his retreat would be made 
(ee avithout 
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- without any difficulty, on account of the obftacles which the Eneliffs 


muft neceflarily overcome before they could purfue him. The 
dawn of the day, on'the fixth of July, difcovered this unexpeéted 
retreat. Commodore Lutwych immediately began to prepare for a 
purfuit by removing an immenfe work of framed timber funk in 
the water, and by cutting away the boom that obftru@ed the paf- 
fage, and which had coft, in the completion of it, near twelve 
months labour. As foon as thefe obftru€tions were removed (which 
tafk was efleCed by nine o’clock in the morning), captain Carter of 
the artillery, who commanded a brigade of gun-boats, gave chafe, 
and purfued that divifion of the enemy which was making its re- 
treat by water. So great was the {peed with which he executed the 
truft repofed in him, that he overtook them near the Falls of Skenef- 
borough, engaged and captured fome of their largeft gallies, oblig- 
ing them to fet the others on fire, together with a confiderable num- 
ber of their batteaux. 

The grand divifion of the army under general Burgoyne, in gun- 
boats, the Royal George, and Inflexible frigates, approaching the 
Falls, were faluted by a difcharge of :cannon from. the works at 
Skeenfborough. On this account the general thought proper to 
return and land his army at South Bay, where.part of the batteaux 
of the enemy had taken refuge. Thefe would certainly have been 
deftroyed if the day had not been too far advanced, Immediately 
on the landing of the Englith the enemy evacuated their ftockade 
fort, and other works, to which, as well as to. the mills and ftore- 
houfes, they fet fire previous to their departure. DO 

During thefe operations by water, brigadier-general Frazer, at the: 
head of the advanced corps of grenadiers and light infantry, preffed: 
hard upon the rear of that divifion of the enemy which had taken the 
route of Hubberton, and which he overtook at five o’clock on the morn= 


ing of the fixth of July. This divifion confifted of near one thoufand 
five 
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five hundred of the beft markfmen and chofen troops, under the © HA P. 
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command of colonel Francis. ‘They were pofted on ftrong ground, —~—~ 


and received the attack of the Britith from behind breaftworks 
compofed of logs and old trees. General Frazer’s detachment 

Was not equal in point of number to the enemy; neverthelefs 
he commenced the engagement, becaufe he expeéted a reinforce- 
ment of troops under the German general Reidefel. ‘The Ameri- 
cans maintained their poft with great refolution and bravery. The 
reinforcement did not arrive-fo foon as was expected, and victory 
for a long time was doubtful. The arrival however of general 
Reidefel decided the fate of the day. Hearing the firing of guns 
he pufhed forwards with a fmall number of men, and joined general 
Frazer with a full band of mufic playing. The enemy conceiving 
from this circumftance that the whole of the German troops had 
advanced into the field, immediatcly retreated with great preci- 
pitation. | , 

- The Americans loft in this action their brave commander, feveral 
other officers, and above two hundred men killed. The fame num- 
ber were taken prifoners ; and it was fuppofed that not lefs than, fix 
hundred wounded died in the woods. 

\-The lofs on the part of the Britith did not exceed twenty officers, 
none, except major Grant, of any rank; and about one hundred 
and twenty men killed and wounded. ‘During this engagement 
general St. Clair was at Caftle Town, about fix miles diftant from 
the field of battle. . Immediately on receiving intelligence of this 
defeat, he bent his courfe to the woods on his left, fearful of being 
intercepted at Fort Anne, but yet uncer‘ain whether he fhould pro- 
. ceed to the upper part of the Conne@icut, or to Fort Edward. In 


the mean time a party of the enemy having taken the road by 
Wood Creek, in order to proceed beyond Fort Anne, after their 
retreat from Skenefborough, were purfued by colonel Hill and the 

ninth 
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ninth regiment, and overtaken near Fort Anne. A warm engage- 
ment immediately commenced, the enemy having infinitely the 
advantage in point of number. But colonel Hill had pofted him- 
felf in fuch a judicious manner, that all the attacks of the enemy 
in front were ineffectual. A difpofition was then made to furround 
him, which the Britifh commander, with admirable dexterity, 
avoided, by changing his fituation in the heat of the a@ion. The 
engagement ftill continued, with various fuccefs, for three hours, 
when the Americans were repulfed with great flaughter, and forced 
to retreat, after fetting fire to Fort Anne, to Fort Edward. The ar- 
tillery loft, by the evacuation of the northern pofts, and taken or 
deftroyed in the armed veflels at Skenefborough, was prodigious, 
amounting to no lefs than one hundred and twenty-eight pieces, 
ferviceable and unferviceable. The lofs of flower, bifcuit, pork, and 
beef, was alfo very confiderable. At Fort Edward, where general 
Schuyler was joined by general St. Clair on the twelfth, after a fa- 
tiguing march, the whole ftrength of the Americans did not exceed 
four thoufand four hundred men, including militia. It may not be im- 
proper to relate here one of thofe ftratagems in which the genius of. 
the Americans, during the whole courfe of the war, was remarkably’ 
fertile. Schuyler took out of a canteen with a falfe bottom, a letter 
from a.perfon in the intereft of the provincials to general Sullivan, 
and prepared an an{wer to it, drawn up in fuch a ftrain as to perplex 
and diftra& Burgoyne, and leave him in doubt what courfe to 
follow. This letter, which fell, as was intended, into the Englith 
general’s hands, had the defired effect ; for he was completely duped 
and puzzled by it for feveral days, and at a lofs whether to advance 
or retreat. | 

General Burgoyne, after remaining fome time at Skenefborough, 
left that place, with an intention of taking the road that leads to 
Hudfon’s River, and thence to Albany, in order to open a communi- 
cation 
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cation with Lake George, on which he had embarked the heavy © ie P. 
artillery and baggage. In this undertaking, the difficulties which UY 


the royal army had to encounter were infinite. Swamps and mo- 
rafles were to be paffed. Bridges were to be conftructed, not only 
over creeks, but over ravines and gullies. The roads were to be 
cleared of the foreft trees, which had been felled and difpofed in fuch 
a manner as to interfect each other. Notwithftanding, however, all 
thefe obftacles, in a fultry feafon of the year, and in a clofe country, 
which the numerous infects'render almoft intolerable to Europeans, 
the royal army endured this amazing fatigue with great cheerfulneds, 
and oppofed themfelves to difficulty and danger with untired perfe- 
verance and unabated fortitude. This general has, with much rea- 
fon, been blamed for adopting this difficult and tardy mode of con- 
duct; by returning to Ticonderoga, and embarking again on Lake 
George, he might have eafily proceeded to Fort George, whence 
there was a waggon-road to the place of his deftination, Fort Ed- 
ward. The reafon he gave for not purfuing this line of condu@ 
was, that a retrograde motion would have checked the vigour and 
animation of the troops. Whether the mode he chofe to adopt was 
likely to increafe them it is not very difficult to determine. As foon 
as the Britith troops had fecured the pofleffion of Skenefborough, 
that active officer major-general Philips returned to Lake George, 
to tranfport the artillery, provifions, and baggage, over the lake, to 
Fort George, and thence by land to Fort Edward, on Hudfon’s 
River, together with a large number of boats and batteaux for the 
ufe of the army in the intended defcent to Albany. General 
Schuyler, who at this time commanded the northern American 
army, had pofted himfelf, immediately after the affair of Hubberton, 
as already obferved, at Fort Edward. On the advance of the royal 


army he retreated down Hudfon’s River to Saratoga, where he iffued 
a proclamation calculated to counteract the effect intended to be pro- 
5 duced 
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Cc ais P. duced by the manifefto publithed by general Burgoyne. The royal 
L———. army, on account of the numberlefs difficulties they had to encoun- 
777" ter, advanced but flowly ; and it was not till the thirtieth, of July 
that they arrived on Hudfon’s River, Here their progrefs was 


checked for fome time, becaufe it was neceffary, before they could: 


proceed, that the provifions, ftores, and other neceflaries, which had 
been brought to Fort George from Ticonderoga, by general Philirs, 
fhould be embarked. The army of courfe was immediately em- 
ployed in the profecution of this fervice. 
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Difficulties experienced at Fort Edward—Colonel St. Leger’s Ex- 4 
pedition—Detachment to Bennington—Baum and Breyman defeated { 
—Fort Stanwix mvefled—Attempt to relieve it by General Harke- i ' 
mer—St. Leger obliged to raife the Siege of Fort Stanwix—Ge- 
neral Gates takes the Command of the American Army inthe North 
—Adion at Sull Water—Diftreffed Situation of General Burgoyne ¥ | 
—Defertion of the Indians—Retreat to Saratoga—Royal Army We 
nearly furrounded—Convention with General Gates. ; ' 


HE delays which had been occafioned by the route which CHAP | . 

general Burgoyne thought proper to take, had-afforded time for U-~—» 
the Americans to recover their fortitude and to recruit their ftrength. 
Where the Mohawk falls into Hudfon’s River, about eight miles 
from Albany, is an ifland in the fhape of an half-moon, call Still 
Water. On this place general Schuyler, who had affembled about 
two thoufand feven hundred men at Saratoga, on receiving a rein- 
forcement of men and artillery, under the command of general 
Arnold, pofted his army, in order to check the progreis of colonel 
St. Leger, who early in June had been: detached from Lafhene, 
fix miles from Montreal, by the way of Lake Ontario and the . a 
Mohawk River, in order, as already obferved, to make a diverfion 
in favour of the main army. He had under his command a confi- 
derable number of favages, who, in fpite of general Burgoyne’s 
; addrefs to them, could not be reftrained from the commiffion of fe- _) 
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veral acts of ferocity. General Burgoyne ftill remained in the 
neighbourhood of Fort Edward, where, on account of the difficulty 
of bringing the ftores from Fort George to Hudfon’s River, the army 
began to experience great hardfhips. At this juncture he received in- 
telligence that colonel St. Leger had advanced up the St. Law- 
rence, and had commenced his operations againft Stanwix, a fort 
fituated on a rifing ground at the upper end of the Mohawk River, 
about three hundred yards from its fource, and about half a mile 
from the fource of Wood Creek, which runs into Lake Onida, and 
through the Onandigo into Lake Ontario. General Burgoyne faw 
the neceflity of co-operating with colonel St. Leger, and of imme- 
diately making a rapid movement forward. But this intention 
could not be carried into execution under the prefent circumftances. 
Ox-teams, catriages, and other neceflaries, were indifpenfably necef- 
{ary ; to procure which, the commander in chief refolved to detach 
a body of troops to Bennington, a place fituated between the forks 
of the Hofick River, and about twenty-four miles to the eaftward 
of Hudfon’s River. The northern army received fupplies of cattle, 
provifions, and ftores, from the New England provinces by way of 
the Conneéticut, Manchefter, and Arlington ; which fupplies were 
depofited at Bennington. On this expedition the German colonel 
Baum was difpatched with about fix hundred men, moftly Germans, 
including a detachment of Reidefel’s dragoons. This number was 
in every refpeét too fmall. A loyalift who was well acquainted with 
the road, and had undertaken to accompany colonel Baum, ftated to 
general Burgoyne that the expedition required a force of not lefs 
than three thoufand men; for the roads were very bad, through a 
thick woody country, and the tardinefs of the German method of 
marching would, he knew, enable the enemy to prepare for their 


reception, The general, however, paid no attention to the repre- 
fentation 
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fentation of this gentleman, whom he piqued on the point of honour. 
The idea of fending German troops on this fervice was oppofed by 
fome of the officers of the army; but particularly by general Frazer, 
who, it is faid, not only remonftrated with general Burgoyne, but re- 
duced his remonftrance into writing. The Germans were heavy and 
tardy in marching, and, as ufual, were loaded with accoutrements that 
prevented thofe exertions which fuch an expedition required. In the 
whole army a corps could not have poflibly been found fo unfit for 
a fervice that required rapidity of motion as Reidefel’s dragoons. 
Their very hats and {words weighed very nearly as much as the whole 
equipment of one of our foldiers. The worft Britith regiment in the 
fervice would with eafe have marched two miles for their one. Co- 
lonel Baum was a brave officer, but he was totally unacquainted 
with the country, with the people, and with the language, infomuch, 
it was reported, that he hardly knew, when he underftood that they 
were rifing in arms, whether to confider them as friends or foes. 

Colonel Baum, accompanied by the loyalift as his guide, began his 
march. On the firft day Baum furprifed a large body of the enemy 
who had aflembled for the purpofe of oppofing the progrefs of his 
detachment. This body of men, however, were, from a too 
refined principle of generofity, on the fucceeding day liberated 
by colonel Skeene, the infpector-general, who joined the de- 
tachment and fuperfeded the loyalift. This mode of condud it 
was fuppofed would detach them from the American caufe. Un- 
fortunately however it produced an effect diametrically oppofite ; 
for this very body of the enemy were afterwards the moft formidable 
opponents of the Englith at Bennington, 


On the fecond day’s march of colonel Baum’s detachment, they 
captured fome cattle, and routed a {mall part of the enemy near a 
village called Cambridge. Here the colonel received intelligence 
oe re that 
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that the enemy were affembling from New Hampbhire, and the 
borders of Connedticut, for the defence of Bennington. Neverthe- 
lefgs he advanced as far as Walloon Creek, about feven miles from. 
Bennington, where the intelligence he had received at Cambridge 
was confirmed, and no doubt remained of a formidable oppofition. 
In confequence of this information he thought proper to halt, and 
to poft his detachment in as advantageous a manner as poflible. 
This laft meafure he was induced to adopt from the reprefenta-” 
tions of a number of loyalifts, under the command of a colonel 
Phifter, who joined him, and acquainted him that the enemy were 
ftrongly intrenched at Bennington, and that, as foon as they had 
received a reinforcement of men, it was intended to attack him. 
Colonel Baum having tranfmitted thefe particulars to general Bur- 
goyne, a detachment of five hundred Germans, under the com- 
mand of lieutenant-colonel Breyman, was fent to his affiftance, 
The roads were bad; nor was the mode in which the Germans 
marched calculated to promote expedition. They halted ten 
times in an hour to drefs their ranks, which, through the em=-' 
barraffments attending their march, were liable to be broken at every’ 
TUF / - 
The American general, Starke, with a body of one thoufand 
men from New Hampfhire and Maflachufet, was at this period om’ 
his route to join general Schuyler. Having received intelligence, 
however, of the approach of colonel Baum, he altered his courfe, and 


haftened towards Bennington, where, joining the continental troops 


‘under colonel Warner, he fet out on the fixteenth of Auguft, and, by 


ten o’clock in the morning, furrounded colonel Baum at St. Coieck’s’ 
Mill, on Walloon Creek. The German officer, a firanger to the coun- 
try, and to the language of the inhabitants, was at firft perfuaded by» 
the loyalifts who had joined him that they were friends. General 
| ‘Starke, 
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Starke, however,. commencing a furious attack upon hint on all 
fides, foon convinced him of their error. Neverthelefs he refolved 
to make a vigorous defence. For upwards of an hour he endured 
a terrible difcharge of mufquetry, and during that period drove 
the enemy feveral. times from the high ground on which they 
were ftationed. But their number increafing every moment, and 
colonel Baum having loft his artillery, the German troops were 
under the neceffity of retreating into the woods, leaving their 
The favages 
who had accompanied colonel Baum behaved in a fhameful man- 
Flufhed 
with this victory, the enemy advanced againft the detachment un- 


commander mortally wounded on the field of battle. 
ner, retreating at the commencement of the engagement. 


der colonel Breyman, who, ignorant of the defeat of Baum, was 
advancing to his relief; but the tardinefs of their method of march- 


spe, added to the obftacles which the roads. prefented, had. retarded 


their progrefs in fuch a manner, that twenty-four hours were {pent 
in marching fixteen miles. 
came up juft in time to join the fugitives of Baum’s detachment. 
The Americans began a vigorous attack on Breyman, | who | was 
obliged to retreat, after having made a very gallant refiftance, and 
The lofs of men in thefe 


two engagements amounted to about fix hundred. 


having expended all his ammunition. 


. This was the firft check which the northern army received, and 
indeed it muft be chiefly attributed to the commander in chief. The 
troops he difpatched on the expedition to Bennington were too few 
in number, and, being foreigners, improper for it. The general 
ought to have re@tified his miftake, when cclonel Baum fent for a 
Had he fent Frazer’s brigade, according to that 

that 
Immediately after the 


defeat 


reinforcement. 


general’s requeft, the fatal confequences enfued might 


in all probability have been prevented. 


The confequence was, that Breyman, 
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defeat of colonel Baum; and the retreat of colonel Breyman, the 
royal army which had advanced to Saratoga, drew back. 

In the mean time colonel St. Leger had commenced his attack 
upon Fort Stanwix, a fmall fquare log fort with four baftions and 
a ftockaded covered-way, without any other outworks. It was de- 
fended by colonels Ganfevert and Willet, and feven hundred men. 
The commencement of the fiege was attended with very favourable 
circumftances. On the fifth of Auguft colonel St. Leger received 
intelligence that one thoufand provincials, under the command of 
general Harkemer, were advancing to the relief of the fort. Sir 
John Johnfon therefore, with a party of regulars, and a number of 
favages, was difpatched into the woods, where he placed his men in 
ambufh. The enemy advanced incautioufly, and fell into the trap that 
was laid for them. A fudden and unexpected fire was poured upon them 
from behind trees and buthes, and the favages rufhing from their con- 
cealment, made a dreadful flaughter with their fpears and tomahawks. 
The enemy, though furprifed and fomewhat difmayed, did not retreat 
precipitately, but recovered a rifing ground, which enabled them, 
by a kind of running fight, to preferve about one third of 
their detachment. The number of killed and wounded on the 
part of the enemy amounted to near four hundred. The befieged 
being informed of the approach of general Harkemer, made a 
fally under colonel Willet, which was attended with fome fuccefs. 
Having received, however, intelligence of the defeat of the provin- 
cials, he and another officer undertook a very perilous expedition. 
They penetrated at the dead of night through the camp of the be- 
fiegers, and traverfed a {pace of fifty miles, through deferts, woods, 
and moraffes, in order to bring relief to the fort. ‘The enemy per- 
ceiving that the artillery of the befiegers was too light, and infufi- 
cient to make any impreflion on the defences of the fort, treated 
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every propofal for a furrender with derifion and contempt. On the 
twenty-fecond of Auguft a man belonging to the fort purpofely 
conveyed himfelf into the Britifh camp, and declared that he had 
efcaped from the enemy at the hazard of his life, in order to inform 
the Britifh commander that general Arnold, with two thoufand 
men and ten pieces of cannon, was advancing rapidly to raife the 
fiege. He alfo acquainted him that general Burgoyne had been 
defeated, and his army cut to pieces. Colonel St. Leger was not 
intimidated by this information ; nor did he give much credit to it ; 
but it produced an immediate effeét on the favages. The Britifh 
commander called a council of their chiefs, and endeavoured, by the 
influence of fir John Johnfon, and the other fuperintendants, co- 
lonels Claus and Butler, to induce them not to withdraw their 
affiftance. Every effort however was ineffetual; a large party of 
the favages departed while the council was fitting; and the reft 
threatened to follow their example, unlefs the Britifh commander 
would immediately make a retreat. To this mortifying propofition 
he was under the neceflity of acceding. ‘The tents were left ftand- 
ing, and the artillery and ftores fell into the pofleffion. of the gar- 
rifon. One of the chief caufes of the failure of fuccefs in this 
expedition was the inadequacy of the force under colonel St. Leger, 
and the infufficiency and fmallnefs of the artillery, which were in- 
capable of making any breach on the enemy’s works. The fupe- 
riority of the favages in number over the Britifh troops, was another 
caufe. Their fubfequent defertion, and the approach of Arnold, 
rendered a retreat a meafure of neceflity, though it certainly might 
have been conducted in a more regular manner. 


With refpeét to the intimation of general Arnold’s approach to 
the relief of Fort Stanwix, it was in part true. He was advancing 
up the Mohawk River with two thoufand men; but, in order to 
arrive more f{peedily at the place of his deftination, he had left the 
main 
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main body, and moved rapidly forward witha body of about nine 
hundred men. He arrived at the fort two days after the fiege had 
been raifed. His affiftance being, mow unneceflary, he returned 
with his army to reinforce general Gates, who had a fhort time be- 
fore taken the command of the American army in the north. , | 

General Burgoyne having by unremitting indufiry collected about 
thirty days. provifions, and a bridge of boats being conftructed in 
lieu of the bridge of rafts which had been Carried away by inceflant 
rains, the whole army croffed Hudion’s River on the thirteenth and 
fourteenth of September, and encamped on the heights and plains 
of Saratoga, with a vaft train of artillery. [he movements of the 
army were of courfe regulated by the advances of the artillery, 
which were not only retarded by the deftructicn of the bridges, but 
by the rains, which had rendered the roads almoft impaflable. On 
the nineteenth of September the army advanced in front of the 
enemy at Still Water in the following order: The, right wing was 


‘commanded by general Burgoyne, and covered by. general Frazer 


and colonel Breyman, with the: grenadiers and light-infantry, who. 
were pofted along fome high grounds on the right... The front and 
flanks were covered by Indians, Provincials, and Canadians.. The 
left wing and artillery were commanded by majors-general Philips 
and Reidefel, who proceeded along the great road. The nature of 
the country preventing the enemy from beholding the different move- 
ments of the Britifh army, they detached a body of five thoufand 
men to attempt turning the right wing, and attacking general 
Burgoyne in his rear. Being checked in their defign by general 
Frazer, they made a rapid movement, which the peculiar fituation 
f the country prevented from being difcovered, and advanced to 
attack the Britifh line on the right. The engagement began at three 
o'clock in the afternoon of the nineteenth of September, and con- 
tinued till after fun-fet. The enemy were led to the battle by 
general 
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general Arnold, who diftinguifhed himfelf in an extraordinary © 
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manner. Unfortunately, the engagament was only partial on U— 


the part of the Englifh. The chief burden of the battle of courfe 
lay on the regiments which were pofted in the plain. Thefe were 
the twentieth, the twenty-firft, and the fixty-fecond. They be- 
haved with great gallantry and firmnefs, receiving and returning the 
heavy fire of the enemy with equal coolnefs and intrepidity, for the 
fpace of four hours. Several other regiments alfo diftinguithed 
themfelves. The twenty-fourth regiment, with the grenadiers and 
light-infantry, were for fome time engaged with great fpirit and 
bravery. The German troops were not much in the battle, on ac- 
count of their fituation, which it was not judged advifable to re- 
linquifh. As foon as the battle commenced, major-general Philips 
contrived to convey through a thick part of the wood fome artil- 
lery, which was of effential fervice. 

The enemy, during the whole of the engagement, were fupplied 


with frefh men by general Gates, who was pofted at a ftar redoubt. © 


As day-light clofed they thought proper to retire, and leave the 
Britifh mafters of the field of battle. 

The lofs on each fide was nearly equal; fix hundred being killed 
and wounded on the part of the Britifh, and the fame number on 
the fide of the Americans. It muft be confeffed that the engagement 
would have been more decifive on the part of the Englith, if ge- 
neral Burgoyne had not burdened himfelf with fuch a train of 
artillery as not only rendered his marching tardy, but made it ne- 
ceflary for him to extend his lines more than the nature of his fitua- 
tion rendered prudent. No folid advantages refulted to the Britith 
troops from this encounter. The condué of the enemy had fully 
convinced every one that they were able to fuftain an. attack in 
open plains with the intrepidity, the fpirit, and the coolnefs of ve. 
terans. For four hours they maintained a conteft hand to hand; 
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and when they retired, it was not becaufe they were conquered, but 
Li ——— becaufe the approach of night made a retreat to their camp abfo- 
" — Jutely neceflary. 

The Britith army lay all night on their arms in the field of battle, 
and the next day works were erected within cannon-fhot of the 
enemy, the right being fortified by ftrong redoubts. It is faid that, 
had the lines of the enemy been attacked on the morning after the 
battle, they would have retreated, their baggage being loaded, and 
every thing prepared for flight, if the Britith general had thought 
proper to have adopted fuch a meafure. It muft be confefled, how- 
ever, that fuch an affertion is not fupported by circumftances or pro- 
babilities ; for the manner in which the enemy were pofted was pe- 
Diftrefed  culiary ftrong. On the right, any approach or attack was impracti- 


fituation of 


general Bure Cable; and on the left not to be made without great hazard. The 
ve pets ee intrepidity of captain Jones, of the Britifh artillery, who fell in 
C7 A 4 Unite. Lint tHOLrA ° ° ° one e ° 
x aoe this aGtion, was particularly diftinguifhed. Few ations have been 
i, a Manes ,z,. more remarkable than this, for both vigour of attack and obftinacy 
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eheck which the Englifh had received at Bennington and Fort 
Stanwix had chilled that ardour and enthufiafm which they had at 
firft manifefted. The feafon for hunting was now arrived; and 
never do they on any pretence forego it. On this account they 
withdrew their affiftance, and deferted general Burgoyne, deaf to 
every confideration of honour, and unmoved by any reprefentations 
made to them of the diftrefs in which their feceflion would involve 
him. The royal army was by this defertion extremely weakened ; 
but the Britith general did not think it advifable to retreat from the 
enemy. 

Both armies lay in fight of each other for fome time, each for- 
tifying their camp in the ftrongeft manner poffible. This delay was 
extremely beneficial to the Americans, inafmuch as it enabled them 
to increafe their number of men, and to obtain a powerful reinforce- 
ment of ftores and provifions from the fouthern provinces. But 
the American generals were not folely employed in fortifying their 
camp, or in increafing their refources. They knew the embarrafl- 
ment of general Burgoyne’s fituation, and the dilemma to which he 
was reduced. The only probable means of faving himfelf from de- 
ftrudtion lay in a retreat. An expedition was therefore planned by 
generals Gates and Arnold, to prevent the adoption of this laft fad 
meafure, by cutting off all communication with the Lakes, and 
by recovering the poffleffion of Ticonderoga and Mount Inde- 
pendence. 

This expedition was entrufted to the command of colonel Brown, 
who with great fecrefy and diligence gained the rear of the royal 
army undifcovered. He arrived on the eighteenth of September at 
the north end of Lake George, where one {mall floop and thé boats 
employed in tranfporting provifions to the army were furprifed and 
taken, with a number of Canadians and a few feamen. ‘Three com- 
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XviL.) Panes of the fifty-third regiment were at the fame time made pri-. 


; u—~— foners. Immediately after they had fecured the pofleflion of the 
777" armed vefiels, they began to attack Ticonderoga with two pieces of 
cannon, which they had obtained from the captured floop. 
oo ig : Brigadier-general Powel, who commanded the garrifon, defended t 
leulal F, ( Gas fi ceie a ; 
; | fark on fe wee it for four days againft the attempts of the enemy, who, at the ex- | 
| piration of that period, were induced to retire, from an apprehenfion 
9 hie eae gp of being intercepted in their retreat by a detachment of troops from 
rey frerk id LIB LA 210€ ‘ 
a ae Canada. In their way back the enemy made another attempt upon 
es a Diamond Ifland, fituated in the fouthern part of the lake, which 
= was as unfuccefsful as that made againft ‘Ticonderoga. 
me file ral General Burgoyne’s difficulties began now to increafe daily. The 
| rounded, enemy had augmented their ftrength in fuch a manner as to render 
him diffident of the poffibility of making good his retreat. His 
army was reduced to little more than five thoufand men, who were 
limited to half the ufual allowance of provifions. ‘The ftock of 
forage was entirely exhaufted, and the horfes were perifhing in 
great numbers for the want of it. In addition to thefe circumftances, 
no intelligence had yet been received of the approach of general 
Clinton, or of the diverfion which was to be made. Environed thus 
by difficulty and danger, general Burgoyne refolved to try the dif- 
pofition of the enemy, to examine the poflibility of advancing, and 
of diflodging them from their pofts on the left, which would en- 
able him to adopt the melancholy refource of retreating to the lakes. 
‘ Purfuant to this determination he detached a body of fifteen hun- 
dred men, which he headed himfelf, being attended by generals 
Philips, Reidefel, and Frazer. ‘The camp was defended on the high 
srounds by generals Hamilton and Specht ; and the redoubts and 
parts adjacent to the river, by brigadier Gell. This detachment had 
fearce formed, within lefs than half a mile of the enemy’s intrench- 
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ments, when a furious attack was made on the left, where the gre- 
nadiers were pofted. Major Ackland, who commanded the gre- 
nadiers, conducted himfelf with great coolnefs and intrepidity. His 
poft was extremely difficult and dangerous, and it was not: poffible 
to detach any affiftance to him from the German corps, becaufe the 
fuperiority in number of the enemy enabled them at the fame time to 
extend their line of attack againft them. The right had not yet been 
employed, but it being obferved that the enemy were making a move- 
ment round their flank to prevent their retreat, the light-infantry 
and the twenty-fourth regiment inftantly formed, in order to 
fruftrate the enemy’s intentions. 

The left wing in the meantime, overpowered by numbers, was 
obliged to retreat, and would inevitably have been cut to pieces, but 
for the intervention of the light-infantry and twenty-fourth regis 


ment. ‘The whole detachment was now under the neceflity of re~ 


tiring, with the lofs of fix pieces of artillery. Scarce had the Bri- 
tith troops entered the lines when they were again impetuoufly at- 
tacked by the enemy, who, notwithftanding a moft heavy fire, 
began a furious aflault upon their intrenchments. ‘They were led 
by the gallant general Arnold, who attacked lord Balcarras’s light- 
infantry with great eagernefs. ‘The refiftance was firm, and the 
engagement for a long while doubtful. A wound which Arnold re- 
ceived at length gave the victory to the Englifh, and the Americans 
were repulfed from this quarter. In another, however, they were 
more fuccefsful. The intrenchments defended by the German 
troops under colonel Breyman were carried {word in hand. The 
colonel was killed, and his troops retreated, with the lofs of all 


- their baggage, artillery, &c. Night clofed the dreadful fcene. The 


Englifh loft, this day, general Frazer, colonel Breyman, and fe- 
veral other officers of note, befides a confiderable number of 


wounded. The Americans took upwards of two hundred officers 
and 
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privates prifoners; befides nine pieces of brafs artillery, and the en- 


ys ~campment of a German brigade, with all their equipage. But 
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what was of the greateft confequence, they obtained from the {poils 
of the field a large fupply of ammunition, under a {carcity of which 
they had long laboured. 

General Burgoyne was now moft critically fituated. He could 
not continue in his prefent pofition without a certainty of deftruc- 


y aloes ty for fe tion. He therefore refolved to make a total and immediate change 


dex ae Za av tsie of pofition. With great fecrefy and filence the whole army re- 
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_ moved, with all their baggage and artillery, to the heights above the 
hofpital during the night. This movement reduced the enemy to 
the neceflity of making a new difpofition. On the fucceeding day, 
_ the eighth of October, feveral attempts were made to induce the 
‘enemy to hazard a battle. ‘They were however ineffeCtual, and the 
_. whole day was occupied in continued fkirmithes. 

“The enemy had refufed to hazard a battle becaufe they were 
preparing to carry meafures into execution which would have 
immediately completed the ruin of the Britith army. Thefe were 
to turn general Burgoyne’s right, which, if effected, would have 
inclofed him on all fides. The Britith general, however, difcovered 
thefe intentions before they were carried into execution. An inftant 
retreat therefore to Saratoga was now the only alternative left. At 
nine o’clock on the evening of the eighth of Odtober the army was 
ordered to relinquifh their pofition on the heights above the hofpital. 
The retreat to Saratoga was effected without lofs, and without any 
obftruction on the part of the enemy; but it was impoffible, encum- 
bered as the army was with baggage and artillery, to carry off the 
fick and wounded from the hoipital. . General Gates, however, 
behaved with his wonted humanity, and the unfortunate tenants of 
the hofpital were treated with all imaginable tendernefs, General 
Burgoyne having ordered the roads and the bridges to be broken in 

their 
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their march forward, the movement of the army in their retreat was CHAP. 


neceflarily tardy. The fords of Fith Kull Creek, which are fome- 
what to the northward of Saratoga, were not paffed till ten o’clock 
on the fucceeding morning. The enemy, watching every motion 
with the moft anxious attention, had already arrived at this place 
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before them; but on the approach of the Britith troops, they retired . 


over the river Hudfon, to a larger force, which had been detached 
there to obftruat the paffage of the royal troops. 

An attempt was now made to retreat to Fort George. A detach- 
ment of artificers under a ftrong efcort was accordingly difpatched 
before the army, in order to repair the bridges and open the road to 
Fort Edward. ‘The appearance of the enemy, however, prevented 
the artificers from effeCting their purpofe, and they were under the 
neceflity of making a precipitate retreat on account of the defertion 
of their efcort. The enemy ftretching along the farther fhore of the 
river Hudfon, annoyed the batteaux of the royal army in fuch a 
manner that they were forced to land the provifions and convey them 
to the camp up a fteep hill, the enemy pouring, during the whole 
time, a moft tremendous fire on the men employed in this fervice, 


Surrounded in this manner by deftru€tion and difmay, general 
Burgoyne refolved to attempt a retreat by night to Fort Edward, each 
foldier carrying his provifion on his back. The artillery was to be 
ieft bchind, on account of the impoflibility, under the prefent circum- 
ftance, of conveying it away. But even this fad alternative was ren- 
dered impracticable. While the army were preparing to march, in- 
telligence was received that the enemy had already poffefied them- 
felves of the road to Fort Edward, and that they were well provided 
with artillery. In the courfe of the difaftrous events here enume- 
rated, large quantities of baggage, provifions, boats, and other ar- 
ticles, fell into the nands of the Americans ; both regular troops, 
called continentals, and militia) The American militia were fo eager 
after 
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after plunder, that they would often rob the provincial regulars of what 
booty they had fecured, and fell it on their own account. Irregularities 
of this kind were carried to fuch a height, that the American com- 
mander, in general orders iffued on the twelfth of Oftober, declared 
“ that he faw fo many fcandalous and mean tranfaGtions committed 
** by perfons who fought more after plunder than the honour of 
doing their duty, that it was his unalterable refolution to have the 
firft perfon who fhould thereafter be deteted in pillaging the bag- 
gage and ftores taken from the enemy tried and punifhed with the 

utmoft feverity.” 

The fituation of general Burgoyne had now attainted the climax 

of difficulty and danger. Inceffant toil had enervated the whole 

army. Out of eight thoufand men, of which the army confifted 

after the capture of Ticonderoga, not more than three thoufand five 

hundred fighting men remained, one half of which only were Bri- 

tifh. Provifions were almoft exhaufted, and no hope remained of 
procuring a frefh fupply. Added to this, an enemy four times 

greater in point of number, and increafing every day, almoft en- 

circled them. An engagement was ftudioufly avoided by the Ame- 

ricans, on account of. their knowledge of the defperate fituation of 


the Britifh troops; and the enemy were pofted in fo advantageous a 


manner that they could not be attacked. 

Every hope of relief being now at an end, on the thirteenth of 
O&ober 1777, general Burgoyne ordered an exa& flatement to be 
made of the ftack of provifions, which was found not to enecer 
feven or eight days fubfiftence for the troops. 

The general inftantly called a council of war, at which not only 
field officers but every captain was ordered to afiift. 

After fome confultation on the emergency of affairs, it was una- 
nimoufly refolved to enter into a convention with general Gates. 
The following were the fteps preliminary to it; 

No, 


AMERICAN WAR. 


No. I. ; 
Oc ober dul 47, 


Lieutenant-general Burgoyne is defirous of fending a field-officer 
with a meflage to major-general Gates, upon a matter of high mo- 
ment to both armies. He requefts to be informed at what hour ge- 
nera!l Gates will receive him to-morrow morning. 

Major-general Gates. 


Anfwer. 


Major-general Gates will receive a field-officer from lieutenant- 
general Burgoyne at the advanced poft of the army of the United 
States at ten o’clock to-morrow morning, from whence he will be 
conducted to head-quarters. - 

Camp at Saratoga, nine o’clock P. M. thirteenth O&ober, 

Lieutenant-general Burgoyne. 


No. II. 


Major Kingfton delivered the following meflage to major-general 
Gates, October 14, 1777. 


After having fought you twice, lieutenant-general Burgoyne has 
. waited fome days in his prefent pofition, determined to try a third 
confli€ againft any force you could bring againft him. He is ap- 
prifed of the fuperiority of your numbers, and the difpofition of 
your troops to impede his fupplies, and render his retreat a fcene of 
carnage on both fides. In this fituation he is impelled by huma- 
nity, and thinks himfelf juftified by eftablifhed principles and pre- 
cedents of ftate and war, to fpare the lives of brave men upon honour- 
able terms. Should major-general Gates be inclined to treat upon 
that idea, general Burgoyne would propofe a ceflation of arms 
during the time neceflary to communicate the preliminary terms, by 
which, in any extremity, he and his army mean to abide. 

VOL, I, Nay: No, 
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No. III. 


Major-general Gates’s Propofals, together with Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne’s An{wers. 


1. General Burgoyne’s army being exceedingly reduced by re- 
peated defeats, by defertion, ficknefs, &c. their provifions exhaufted, 
their military horfes, tents, and baggage taken or deftroyed, their 
retreat cut off, and their camp invefted, they can only be allowed 
to furrender prifoners of war. 

Anf, Lieutenant-general Burgoyne’s army, however reduced, will 
never admit that their retreat is cut off while they have arms in 
their hands. | 


2. The officers and foldiers may keep the baggage belonging to 
them. The generals of the United States never permit individuals 
to be pillaged. 


3. The troops under his excellency general Burgoyne will be 
conducted by the moft convenient route to New England, march- 
ing by eafy marches, and fufficiently provided for by the way. 

Anf, This article is anfwered by general Burgoyne’s firft propofal, 


which is here annexed. 


4. The officers will be admitted on parole; may wear their fide 
arms, and will be treated with the liberality cuftomary in Europe, 
fo long as they, by proper behaviour, continue to deferve it; but 
thofe who are apprehended having broke their parole, as fome Bri- 
tith officers have done, muft expe to be clofe confined. 

Anf. There being no officer in this army under, or capable of 
being under the defcription of breaking parole, this article needs 
no an{wer. 


5. All public ftores, artillery, arms, ammunition, carriages, horfes, 
&c. muft be delivered to commiflaries appointed to receive them. 


Arf. 


AMERICAN WAR. 


Anf. All public ftores may be delivered, arms excepted. oe & 


6. Thefe terms being agreed to, and figned, the troops under “~~ 


his excellency general Burgoyne’s command may be drawn up in 
their encampments, where they will be ordered to. ground their 
arms, and may thereupon be marched to the river fide to be pafled 
over in their way towards Bennington. 

Anf, This article inadmiffible in any extremity. Sooner than this 4 
army will confent to ground their arms in their encampment, they 
will ruth on the enemy, determined to take no quarter. 


7. A ceflation of arms to continue till fun-fet, to receive general 


Burgoyne’s anfwer. 
(Signed) Horatio GarTEs. 


Camp at Saratoga, O&tober 14, 1777. 


No. IV. 


Lieutenant-general Burgoyne’s Propofals, together with Major- 
general Gates’s Anf{wers. 


The annexed anfwers being given to major-general Gates’s pro- 
pofals, it remains for lieutenant-general Burgoyne, and the army 
under his command, to ftate the following preliminary articles on 
their part: 

1. The troops to march out of their camp with the honours of 
war, and the artillery of the intrenchments, which will be left as 
hereafter may.be regulated. 

1. The troops to march out of their camp with the honours of 
war, and the artillery of the intrenchments to the verge of the river 
where the Old Ford ftood, where their arms and artillery muft be 
heft? 


2. A free paflage to be granted to this army to Great Britain, 
upon condition of not ferving again in North America during the 
nya? prefent 
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prefent conteft, and a proper port to be affigned for the entry of 
.—.—_ tranfports to receive the troops wherever general Howe fhall fo 


2. Agreed to, for the port of Bofton. 


3. Should any cartel take place, by which this army, or any part 


of it, may be exchanged, the foregoing article to be void, as far as 
fuch exchange fhall be made. 
4. ‘Agreed. 


4. All officers to retain their carriages, bat-horfes, and other cat- 


tle ; and no baggage to be molefted or fearched, the lieutenant-ge- 


neral giving his honour that there are no public flores fecreted 


Major-general Gates will of courfe take the neceflary mea- 


fures for the fecurity of this article. 


5. Upon the march, the officers are not to be feparated from their 
men; and in quarters the officers fhall be lodged according to rank, 
and are not to be hindered from affembling their men for roll-calling 


and other neceflary purpofes of regularity. 
5. Agreed to, as far as circumftances will admit. 


6. There are various corps in this army compofed of failors, bat- 


teau-men, artificers, drivers, independent companies, and followers 


of the army ; and it is expected that thofe perfons, of whatever 


country, fhall be included in the fulleft fenfe and utmoft extent of 


the above articles, and comprehended in every refpeQ as Britith - 


6. Agreed to in the fulleft extent. 


7. All Canadians and perfons belonging to the eftablifhment in 


Canada to be permitted to return there, 
7. Agreed. 


8. Paflports 
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8. Paflports to be immediately granted for three officers, not ex- © H AP. 


ceeding the rank of captain, who thall be appointed by general Bur- 
goyne to carry difpatches to fir W. Howe, fir G. Carleton, and to 
Great Britain by the way of New York, and the public faith to be 
engaged that thefe difpatches are not to be opened. . 

8. Agreed. er, 


9. The foregoing articles are to: be confidered only as preliminary 
for framing a treaty, in the courfe bf which others may arife to be 
confidered by both parties ; for which: purpofe it is propofed that 
two officers of each army fhall meet. and report their deliberations to 
their refpeCtive generals. | . 

-g. This capitulation to be finithed we two. o ung this day, and 
the troops to march from their encampment at five, and be in rea- 
dinefs to move towards Bofton, to-morrow.morning. 


10,’ Lieutenant-general Burgoyné will fend his deputy adjutant- 
general to receive miajor- general Gates’s s aniwer to-morrow morning, 
at ten o’elock, | | 

ro. Complied with. 

0 | © sr0 (Stoned) Horatio Gates. 

Sarotoga OGtober 15,9177. to 
On the following day the fubfequent articles of convention be- 
tween lieutenant-general Burgoyne and major-general Gates were 
fettled.. i. | 


I. The troops inane teeta anit piidotce to rides out of 
their camp with the honours of war, and the,artillery of the. in- 
trenchments to the verge of the river where: the Old Ford ftood, 
where the arms and artillery are to be left ; the arms to be piled by 
word of command from their own officers. . | 


{ 
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2. A free paflage to be granted the army under lieutenant-general _ 


enemy Burgoyne to Great Britain, on condition of not ferving again in 


North America during the prefent contett ; and the port of Bofton, 
is afigned for the entry of tranfports to receive the troops when- 
ever general Howe {hall fo order. 


3. Should any cartel take place by which the army under ge- 
neral Burgoyne, or, any part of it, may. be exchanged, the foregoing 
article to be void, as far-as fuch exchange fhall be made. 

4. The army under lieutenant-general Burgoyne to march to 
Maflachufet’s Bay by the eafieft, moft expeditious, and convenient 
route ; and to be quartered in, near, or as convenient as poflible to 
Pace that the marchcof ithe’ troops may not ae delayed when 
tran{ports\atuive.to teceiyesthemucons aiods cioz! dotant of esoot 


5. The troops to be fupplied; on their tase and during their 
being in quarters, with, provifions, by. major-general Gates’s orders, 
at,the fame rate of rations as the troops of,his own army ; and, if pol- 
fible, the officers’ horfes and cattle to be fupplied with forage at the 
ufual rates. 


6. All officers to rétayn: their carriages, aig ore and other 
cattle; and no baggage to be molefted or fearched, heutenant-general 
Burgoyne giving his honour that there are no public ftores fecreted 
therein.. Major-general, Gates will of courfe take the neceflary 
meafures for a due performance of this article. Should any care 
riages be wanted during the march, for the tranfportation of officers 
baggage, they a if gta) to be ibis ah the pe at the 
ufual wates. : ) iyg-Irren9' 


". Upon the march, and during the time the: aah Oe et 
in quarters in the Maffachufets Bay, ‘the officers ate not to be fepa- 
rated from their men, as far as circumftances will admit. - ~The 
officers are to be quartered according to their rank, ‘and are not to 
6 be 
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be hindered from affembling their men for roll-callings, and other © HA P 


neceflary purpofes of regularity. 


8. All corps whatever of general Burgoyne’s army, whether 
compofed of failors, batteau-men,_artificers, drivers, independent 
companies and followers of the army, of whatever country, 
fhall be included in the fulleft fenfe and utmoft extent of the above 
articles, and comprehended in every refpect as Britifh fubjects. 

ony All Ganadians and perfons belonging to the Camadian eftablifh- 
ment, confifting of failors, batteau-men, <c. are tobe permitted to 
return there; they are to be conducted immediately by the fhorteft 
route, to the firft Britith port on Lake George, are to be fupplied 
with provifions in the fame manner as the other troops, and are to 
be bound by the fame condition bes not ian suriee the prefent 
conteft in North America. 


10. Paflports to be immediately granted for three officers, not 
exceeding the rank of captains, who fhall be appointed by lieutenant- 
general Burgoyne to carry difpaches to fir William Howe, fir Guy 
Carleton, and to Great Britain by the way of New York; and 
major-general Gates engages the public faith that thefe sifpaengs 
are not to be opened. Thefe officers are to “fet out immediately, 
after receiving their difpatches, and are to travel the fhorteft route, 


and in the moft expeditious manner. 


Tht renee the ftay of the troops in the Maffachufets Bay, the 
officers are to be admitted on parole, and are to be permitted to 
wear their fide-arms. 


ijf 


12. Should the army under Jieutenant-general) Burgoyne find it 
neceflary to fend for their clothing, and other baggage from Ca- 
nada, they are to be permitted to do it in the moft expeditious man- 
ner, and the neceflary paflports granted for that purpofe. 
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13. Thefe articles are to be mutually figned and exchanged to- 
morrow morning at nine o’clock; and the troops under licutenant- 
general Burgoyne are to march out of their intrenchments at three 
o'clock in the afternoon. | 
| Horatio Gates, Major-general. 


Camp at Saratoga, O&. 16, 1777. 


To prevent any doubts that might arife from lieutenant-general 
Burgvyie’s uae uot being mentioned in the above treaty, major= 
general Gates hereby declares that he is underftood to be compre- 
hended in it as fully as if his name had been fpecifically men- 
tioned. . 

Horatio GATEs. 
£ | 

General Gates’s conduct in this melancholy event was peculiarly 
generous and humane. It is faid that. when the Britith troops piled 
their arms he would not fuffer his own men to be witnefs to the fad 
fpetacle. pate 85 4 

The number of men who furrendered, amounted, including Ca- 
madians and Provincials, ,to mear fix thoufand. _ The fick and 
wounded in the hofpitals amounted to fix hundred; and it was com- 
puted that the lofs in killed, taken, and deferted, fubfequent to the 
capture of Ticonderoga, was near three thoufand men. The artil- 
lery taken, confifted of thirty-five pieces of different dimenfions. 

Such was the melancholy event of a campaign from which the 
moft important benefits were predifted. The tardinefs of movement, 
however, occafioned by the large and fuperfluous train of artillery 
which general Burgoyne carried with him, certainly contributed not 
a little to produce thofe difafters and diftreffes which at length over- 
whelmed him. But tracing the failure of his expedition further back, 
it will be found to have been occafioned alfo by other caufes, which, 
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though when confidered fingly, may be deemed only remote, yet, con- © Yih 
denfed into one general profpeét, they will be found to have imme- a 


diately produced that fatal confummation which has already been oe 
recorded. : 
During the winter of 1776 no fteps whatever were taken mC84 7 (7.5 + aecials Gene thas 


hada to provide horfes, carts, or forage, for the expedition that was 2.120 Aarrcer cot ale me fiat 
to take place in the enfuing year: It was not till the tenth of June -cavorr ole fenser SOP 
1777 that any contract was made for thofe articles. ‘This tardinels Argel giccar8 Gt — 
of condudt delayed the movement of the army for three weeks, and Eos samensee Z ‘Bygot 
rendered every fubfequent operation equally flow; for the carriages ee ‘ 
for the tranfport fervice being conftructed in hafte, and of frefh un- 

feafoned wood, were infufficient for the purpofes for which they 

were defigned, and were almoft all deftroyed on the road to Fort 

Edward. This circumftance detained the army fo long at Fort Ed- 

ward, that it ultimately occafioned the unfortunate, ill-conducted 

expedition to Bennington. The defeat of colonels Baum, Breyman, 

and St. Leger, enervated the Britifh caufe in an extraordinary degree. 

There were feveral of the inhabitants who were not attached to a! 
either party by principle, and who had refolved to join themfelves | 
to that which fhould be fuccefsful. Thofe men, after the difafters 
at Bennington and Fort Stanwix, added a fudden and powerful in- 
creafe of ftrength to the Americans. 

| Geriéral Burgoyne, it was generally thought, after his disalos 
ment, and the defeat at Bennington, ought not by any means to i" 
have croffed the Hudfon. Any attempt to proceed to Albany was | 
then improper. The diftance from Fort Edward was fixty-four 
miles; the road was difficult and dangerous, being commanded by 
high and {trong erounds, where an active enemy, well acquainted 
with the country, had many advantages, even with an inferior 
force. General Burgoyne fhould have pofted himfelf, it was faid, | 
| on the heights of Fort Edward; which would have fecured a com- 
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- munication with Canada, and enabled him to advance or to retreat 


according to contingent circumftances, He: was cenfured alfo for 
remaining fo long at Skenefborough, and confuming eighteen days 
in making roads through moraffes and fwamps. Had he returned 
to Ticonderoga, and crofled Lake St. George, he would have reached 
Fort Edward at leaft ten. or twelve days fooner. He fhould have 
detached general Frazer from Skenefborough to Fort George; by 
which means a quantity of provifions and ftores, deftined by the 
Americans for Ticonderoga, would have been fecured, as well asa 
fupply of carts, waggons, and draft bullocks. ‘This conduct would 
have enabled him to have penetrated to Albany before the enemy 


were fufficiently powerful to oppofe him. Another caufe of the - 


failure of the expedition was the want of a fyftem of co-ope- 
ration between general Burgoyne and general Carleton, and the 
negle&t of fir William Howe to take any fteps to facilitate the 
operations of the northern army. When general Burgoyne found 
himfelf under the neceflity of relinquifhing the communication 
with Canada, he wrote to general Carleton, requefting, in the mof 
prefling terms, that he would fend a regiment to garrifon Ticonde- 
roga, that he might take the regiment then on duty there with 
him, and thereby endeavour ftill to preferve a communication with 
Canada. This favour, however, was pofitively refufed. General Bur- 
goyne was alfo difappointed in not receiving an increafe. of ftrength 
by the junction of a body of loyalifts on his advancing be- 
yond Ticonderoga. Offended with general Carleton for refufing 
to inveft Ticonderoga in the preceding year, they refolved to 
remain inactive, and to afford no affiftance to the Britifh army. 
But indeed the grand caufe was the appointment of general Bur- 
goyne in preference to general Carleton. Of the former, it muft 
be allowed that he poffeffed courage, a tolerable degree of military 
knowledge, with much addrefs. The latter had many of thefe 

qualities, 
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qualities, with the addition of a knowledge of the country, its © Hs P 
refources, and its local ftrength and weaknefs. He was like- -\—~ 
wife well acquainted with the temper and difpofition of the in- wee 
habitants. 

The unfortunate Burgoyne, reduced from the lofty language of 


his proclamation to the ftyle of defence and recrimination, en- 


deavoured to lay the blame of his mifcarriages upon fir William 
Howe, for not having fent a force for co-operation up the North | 
River to Albany; on lord George Germaine, the Britifh fe- : 
cretary of flate, for having tied up his hands by. orders i 
pofitive and unqualified, in inftances where latitude fhould be 1 
given to a general to a according to circumftances; and on 
the flownefs with which the Germans had marched to Ben- 
nington, the centre and fource of his misfortunes. But it. was 
urged, in anfwer to all the general’s excufes, that the force put 
into his hands for the intended march through Canada, was nearly, if 
not fully, equal to what he himfelf had demanded: That he ought 
not, on any doubtful profpe& of a co-operating army from New 
York, to have given up his communication with the Lakes; and 
that his condu@, in fending fo {mall a detachment to Benning- 
ton, and this confifting of foreigners, and of all foreigners the 
floweft in their motions, was: an abfurdity bordering on infa- 
| tuation. 
} It was alfo contended, on the iffue of Burgoyne’s unfortunate 
expedition, that he had carried along with him a quantity of artil- 
lery totally incompatible with that celerity of movement on which _ 
his fuccefs entirely depended. If a jun@ture afterwards arofe which 
feemed to demand this formidable apparatus, it was the very move- 
ment of that apparatus that created the neceflity of employing it. 
The army was confined in its operations to the motions of the 


artillery ; and the enormous delays, occafioned in a great degree by 
Liz 2 the 
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the flownefs of its progrefs, gave time to the provincials to re- 
cover from their panic, and again to collect that army which had 
been completely difperfed. Whereas, had he advanced rapidly, 
without incumbrance or delay, he would neither have found men 
to oppofe nor works to interrupt his progrefs through the country. 
But not only had general Burgoyne embarraffed himfelf with every 
incumbrance that could retard the progrefs of an army; he had 
adopted a route calculated to add to every delay, and to augment 
every difficulty. Inftead of the dire and common road to Hud- 
fon’s River, by the way of Lake George, he had thought proper, 
at the expence of much time and labour, to cut a road through an 
extent of country the moft difficult and impracticable. If general 
Gates himfelf, it was faid, had dire&ted his operations, he could 
not have planned meafures more conducive to the completion of his 
own views. The flight from Ticonderoga had made fuch an im- 
preflion on the fpirits of the Americans, that it was impoffible im~ 
mediately to colleé& an army, or to infpire them with that confidence 
which is neceflary to enfure fuccefs; but in time that impreflion 
would wear off, unlefs it fhould be continued or renewed by the 
rapid movements of the king’s troops. When, inftead of fuch 
movements, they faw thofe troops wafting days, weeks, and months, 
without making the finalleft progrefs, it is no wonder that they re- 
covered their fpirits, and affembled in much greater force than ever. 
In the whole of general Burgoyne’s vindication, it was obferved, 
his method was to ftate a neceflity for every one of his meafures 
taken fingly, and not as links of one chain or fyftem of action, 
taking care to pafs over one material circumftance, that that neceffity 
invariably originated, on his own part, from fome previous omiffion 
or blunder. The deportment of this commander, after the furren- 
der of his army, was as pitiful as his conduct before that melan- 
choly event was weak and unfortunate. He refufed, having been 

| fet 
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fet at liberty on his parole, to join his captive army, threw himfelf, 
like other ‘unfuccefsful commanders, into the hands of oppofition, 
railed at his majefty’s minifters, introduced himfelf on every occafion 
in the debates in parliament, demanding a public trial, complaining, 
even while a prifoner to the enemy, that he was denied accefs to the 


king, and that his merit and fufferings were equally uanoticed. 
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Expedition up the North River under Sir flenry Clinton—Redulion 
of the Forts Montgomery and Clinton.— Burning of Afopus. 


ce RA cca 


pie P. AA BODY of recruits arrived from Europe at New Yotk about. 
eas aie the clofe of September 1777, This reinforcement enabled 


eee fir Henry Clinton to undertake an expedition which he could not 


up the North before have attempted, without leaving the defences of New York ji 

ver under 
i tineeY too feebly guarded. It may here be obferved, that the fituation of } 

inton. } 

eae 2. 4,1, New York, commanded in a variety of points, which were thence 
LET rg a, OD ; hae 

mi x Pee of necellity to be occupied by the Britifh, had a very unfavourable 

oni) 4I2 ALTACE e272 e a 4 

ae “a pe eS influence on the conduét of the war; for the prote@ion of that 

¥ he 2. Z ef 4 

ee neta great depofitary of our ftores required fo confiderable a number of 


iy ‘z Ma! 84 OCleir1 ae i J D S i 
DE 26 cocked en: 97> men as mot materially cramped exertion in the field. The object | 
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of fir Henry Clinton’s expedition was to take poffeflion of the forts 

: G- which forbad the paflage of our veffels up to Albany; and the 
ulterior view in the meafure was not fo much to create a diverfion 

in favour of general Burgoyne (the neceflity of which was not fuf- 


a 
i pected), as to open a communication which might have been im- a 
Ae ae tens portant when that.commander fhould have fixed himfelf at Albany. ‘ 
ated ee Cte ° ’ + 
Persist ee The enterprife was entirely fpontaneous on the part of fir Henry J 


Clinton, and was conduéted with more energy than moft of the mi- 
litary operations that took place in America. A force amounting 
nearly to three thoufand men was embarked on board craft of dif- 
ferent kinds, convoyed by fome fhips of war under the command 
of commodore Hotham, This armament proceeded up the Hudfon 
to | 
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to Verplank’s Point, on the eaft fhore of that river (forty miles from C H A P. 
New York), which ftation of the enemy lord Rawdon had fome time + 


before been difpatched to reconnoitre in a frigate. The landing- 


places being defended only by flight breaftworks with two twelve- <0: 1Zrcclon, Hor acct | 
pounders, and the corps ftationed there being fearful that their -@ “+ nae fo. LA Ginn Con 
retreat might be cut off at the neck of the peninfula, the de- fea? cer 


_barkation was made with little or no refiftance, and the firft troops 
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who landed, purfuing rapidly the flying enemy, obliged them to fee 
abandon one of the twelve-pounders. Sir Henry Clinton pafled scat 


the night upon this peninfula. This feint had the effet which it 
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was hoped it might produce; for it infpired general Putnam, who Case. so 7,2 : 


commanded in that diftri€t, with the opinion that fir Henry Clinton 
meant to pufh through the eaftern highlands, in order to co-operate 
with Burgoyne. Putnam, under this perfuafion, haftened with two 
thoufand men, principally drawn from the forts, to occupy the 
paffes on the eaftern fhore. On the fixth of O&ober at day-break, 
two thoufand one hundred men, without any artillery, were tranf- 
ported to Stoney Point, on the weftern bank of the river; the 
remainder of the troops being left to fecure Verplanks. The only 
road from Stoney Point to the forts (at leaft the only one without a 
prodigious circuit) was a path acrofs the Donderberg, a very fteep 
mountain, which with its precipices overhangs the North River. 
As the path would not admit above three men to march abreaft, and 
by its windings would have expofed the troops, during their paflage, 
to be deftroyed at the pleafure of any force ftationed at the top of the 
hill, the moft trifling guard would have been fufficient to have 
rendered the attempt of the Britifh abortive. The very difficulties 
however of the attempt fecured the paflage to fir Henry Clinton; 
this having induced the Americans to fuppofe that it was fuperfluous 
to watch it; and a {mall advanced guard, fent forward to explore if 
the 
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Cc ee the pafs was undefended, having made a fignal that the coaft was 


t-——~~—-—_ clear, the main body of the Britith afcended the hill with all poffible 
per expedition. Having refted a while, they traverfed the fummit, and 
defcended on the oppofite fide, at the bottom of which they ftum- 
bled upon a detachment fent too tardily for the defence of the pafs. 
The difperfion of this {mall corps deftroyed the hope that the forts 
might be furprifed; but the enterprife was not thence profecuted 
with lefs refolution. The diftance from Stoney Point to the fort is 
twelve miles; but the nature of the country rendered the march fo 
flow and fatiguing, that it wanted but about an hour of funfet when 
the Britith arrived within a mile of their deftination. They feparated 
into two columns: The one, confifting of nine hundred men, under 
licutenant-colonel Campbell of the fifty-fecond regiment, was def- 
Reduéion of tined for the attack of Fort Montgomery; whilft the remainder, 


the Forts 
Montgomery ynder the immediate command of fir Henry Clinton, were to ftorm 


mip and Clinton. A tabs 

fA ot the ftronger poft of Fort Clinton. The aoe Os Sas only divided 
eM 2 y adetece g , Coe ‘by a creek called Poplop’s Kill, which empties itfelf into the Hudfon’s 
| age aan a ge Maen, communicating by a wooden bridge of confiderable length 
eee ie ghee Eee? © | acrofs that ftream. The aflault was made upon both forts at the 
; LG at Me end ¥ ats is inftant. The point affailed at Fort Montgomery, was not very 
aed 4 fee a Pee ftrong, either from fituation or works, nor did the enemy make a 
ety gf pl olaa EG very obftinate refiftance ; fo that the fort was carried by our troops 
Speen by ae Fee Fe little lofs, excepting that the death of fo valuable an officer as 
‘ ~"lieutenant-colonel Campbell muft be confidered as material in the 
balance againft the fuccefs. Almoft all the garrifon, confifting of 

eight hundred men, made their efcape. / 


Lh nol firth thse Yoed, Againt Fort Clinton the enterprife was more ferious; the fort 
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the Hudfon’s River.: This foot was: covered’ with felled trees, fo 
that the approach of the affaila 
pidity or with much regularity, aad ten 


s could not be conduéted with 


pieces of artiliery bore upon 
to cover 
with 
troops were 


that narrow pafs, whilit the Britith had not a fingle cannon 


their afflault. 


Their only chance confifted in forward 
as much velocity as the ground would ad nih and the 
| 


The 


the feventh and twenty-fixth regiments, with 


firiGly ordered upon no account to fire. 
a company of Anfpach 
grenadiers, led the attack upon one point, whilft the fixty-third 
regiment endeavoured to penetrate. at another. 

In no inftance during the American war was more invincible re- 
The Britifh and foreign 


troops prefled forward filently, under a dreadful fire, anid arriving 


folution exhibited than in this attack. 


at the foot of the work, actually pufhed one another up into the 


embrafures. The garrifon, confifting of four hundred men, fora 


little while longer contefted the rampart. Some of our men were 
killed in the very embrafures, and feveral were eee with bay- 
onets in the flruggle; fo that it muft be admitted the Americans 
defended themfelves courageoufly. At length the rampart was 
cleared.. The Americans retiring to the other fide of the efplanade, 
difcharged a laft volley, and threw down their arms. Notwith- 
ftanding this provocation, there was not a fingle man of the 
enemy put to death, except fuch as fell in the actual ftruggle upon 
the rampart. ‘This fact we mention, not only as difplaying a moft 
generous moderation on the part of the vittors, contrary to what 
ufually happens in fuch aflaults, but as refuting an impudent affer- 
tion advanced in fome of the French accounts, that the whole garrifon 
had been put.to death by their conquerors. We are happy in refcuing 
from the fhade which the magnitude of general Burgoyne’s misfortune 
at the time threw over it, an enterprife equally worthy of atten- 


A'Has eare © 3 A 


tion, 


flank companies’ of 


GH “AE 
XVIIL. 
1777s 
| 
if 
4 
- 
yp a » | 
Gf * a hl 
VAL ALLELE 6 L004 20ERLLAE aN 
3 Z. 7 
he ttal of GE dl scat Ne 
= {ix 
ich g Ek mE Lice tet CALE OPEL ( 
ee BOE ae HL, Pa EL 


s 


J Ps A 
Ht £E Le at LAT era feu 
2 : 1 
D221 f Ae Lee éz, 4G a ie a ded A fa 
Z 
226008 Ls oie = et 
ES 


Cad 


+ 


HISTORY ‘OF THE 


- tion for its boldnefs and the degree of injury that it did to the 


enemy. 
The lofs on the part of the affailants was not fo fevere as might 


have been expected, for it amounted to only one hundred and forty 
killed and wounded. About three hundred of the Americans were 
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. 

The fmall lofs of the Britith is only to be accounted for by the dufk, 
and by the American artillery being ferved with more attention to 
quicknefs in firing than accuracy in pointing. Captain Stewart, who 
commanded the grenadiers, and major, Sill, who led the fixty-third 
regiment, were killed upon the fpot, both pierced with many wounds. 
Count Graboufky, a Polifh nobleman, who had croffed the Atlantic 
on purpofe to make a campaign as a volunteer with the Britith, like- 
wife fell on this occafion. But his death was attended with a little 
circumftance which ought to be mentioned in honour to his me- 
mory. He had advanced to the ftorm in company with lord Raw- 
don amongft the grenadiers, but was feparated from him amongft 
the felled trees, which forced every man to find a path for himfelf. 
Arriving at the foot of the work he fell, after having received three 
balls: When giving his fword to a grenadier, he conjured him, with 
his expiring voice, to deliver it to lord Rawdon, and to aflure his 
lordfhip that he died in a manner becoming one who had fhared the 
dangers of fuch gallant troops. 

It is not amifs here to correct an error which has crept 
into former accounts, from an expreflion ufed by fir Henry 
Clinton, with a view of doing juftice to the zeal of the fquadron 
under commodore Hotham. In the Annual Regifter it is men- 
tioned as one of the circumftances which fhook the courage of 
the Americans, and flackened their refiftance, that the Britifh gal- 
lies advanced fo near as to ftrike the walls of the fort with their 
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oars. The fort being on a precipice at leaft one hundred and twenty 


feet above the level of the river, this reprefentation muft appear U-~— 


abfurd. Sir Henry Clinton, in his letter on the fubject, mentions 
the appearance of the gallies, which was not effected without infinite 
exertion, to a diftance whence they thought they might, by their 
fire, in fome degree diftra& the attention of the garrifon ; and fir 
Henry Clinton, doing juftice to this purpofed diverfion, meant to 
-exprefs that feveral of the balls had actually reached the fort. 

High praife is due to commodore, now admiral, Hotham, for 
his arrangements and efforts upon this expedition; and the officers 
ferving under him nobly imitated his example. 

Night came on immediately after the Britith had completed their 
conqueft; but its obfcurity was not of long continuance. ‘Two 
frigates, two gallies, and an armed floop belonging to the enemy, 


lay at anchor in the river under the guns of the forts. Thefe vef- - 


fels were fecured from our fquadron by a defence which ftrongly 
marked the indefatigable induftry of the Americans. A boom, con- 
fitting of vaft rafts of timber conneéted by cables, ftretched acrofs 
the Hudfon’s River (in that part fix hundred yards wide) from the 
projecting point on which Fort Montgomery ftands to a mountain, 
called St. Anthony’s Nofe, that rifes immediately from the other 
margin of the ftream. This boom was ftrengthened by a chain, 
which alone was fuppofed to have coft the Americans about fifty 
thoufand pounds. The chain weighed above fifty tons, and the 
links were about two inches and a half fquare. Behind this bul- 
wark the American veffels bid defiance to any attempt by water; 
but it was clear that as foon as daylight returned they muft be de- 
ftroyed by the cannon of the forts, unlefs they furrendered themfelves 
to the victors. To avoid this fate they filently flipped their cables, 
and fetting all their fails attempted to get up the river. The wind 

yay) 2 happened 
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Cc doi P. happened to be fo adverfe, that it was foon found impracticable to 
eed seimtp sete their efeape; upon which the crews quitted the veflels in 
‘li. their boats, previoutly fetting fire to the frigates and gallies. | The 


faint {uddenly broke forth; and, as every fail was fet, the veffels 


foon became magnificent pyramids of fire. ‘The refleCtion on the 


fteep face of the oppofite mountain, and the long train of ruddy 
light that fhone upon the water for a prodigious diftance, had a 
wonderful effe@ ; whilft the ear was awfully filled with the con- 
tinued echoes from the rocky fhores, as the flames gradually reached 
the cannon. The whole was fublimely terminated by the explofions, 
which again left all to darknefs. 

No fooner was the reduction of the Forts Montgomery and Clin- 
ton known, than Fort Conftitution, on a rock fome miles higher up 
the river, was demolifhed without the orders of the governor, and 
without a removal of the artillery and ftores*. 

Not far from the forts, thus reduced or demolithed, lay a new 
fettlement called the Continental Village, which contained barracks 
for fifteen hundred men. ‘Thefe, befides feveral ftore-houfes and 


* Return of Cannon, Stores, Ammunition, &c. taken and deftroyed upon the Expedition 


up the North River, OGtober 6, 1777. 


Cannon.—Thirty-two pounders 6 ; eighteen pounders 3 ; twelve pounders 7; nine pound- 
ers 3; fix pounders 41 ; four pounders 3; three peunders 2 ; two pounders2. Total 67. 

Two frigates built for 30 and 36 guns were burnt by the Americans on the forts being taken. 
The guns aboard them, and two gallies which were*likewife burnt, amounted to above 30. 
One floop with 10 guns fell into our hands. The whole lofs therefore is above 109 pieces. 

Powder.—<54 cafks 5 11 4 L barrels ; 12,236 lb. exclufive of what was aboard the veffels. 

Cartridges fitted. —1852 cannon; 57,396 mufquet. 

Cannon fhot.—9530 round ; 886 double headed ; 2483 grape and cafe ; a6 cwt. 1 qr. r5]b, 
tangridge. 

For mufquets.—1279 wt. of ball ; 116 wt. of buck-fhot 5 5400 flints. 

Every article belonging to the laboratory in the greateft perfection. Other ftores, fuch as 
port-fires, match, harnefs, fpare gun carriages, tools, inftruments, &c, &c, in great plenty. 
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loaded waggons, of the articles contained in which no account could eae oe 
4% iis 


be taken, were deftroyed by a detachment under major-general U~—~ 
Tryon. Che 

A fervice was now completed, which, it was imagined, might 
open effential communication with general Burgoyne; of whole 
diftrefs the mof remote fufpicion was not then entertained. 

Whilft the flect was on its paflage from New York to the forts, 
an officer from. general Burgoyne, who had made his way through 
the country in difguife, reached fir Henry Clinton; but the object of 
his miffion was only to folicit the facilitation of general Burgoyne’s 
progrefs by fome fuch expedition as that in which the officer found 
fir Henry Clinton engaged. 

The day after the capture of the forts another officer from the 
northern army reached fir Henry Clinton, and his reprefentation 
alfo amounted only to this point, That if general Burgoyne did not 
hear of co-operation by the tenths of October, he fhould, on that Odober. 
day, be conftrained, by the terror of wanting provilions, to return 
to Fort Edward. ‘The ignorance of the difficulties which at that } 
time furrounded general Burgoyne’s army is the lefs to be lamented, 
as it does not appear that it would have been practicable for fir. 

Henry Clinton to have taken any fteps which could at all have fuc- 
coured that army. @f2 He Chan 224 Groteen Ha Cheveacs ole poeege *lemns oe 
A flying fquadron under fir James Wallace was now fent up the Zs usian our OOOO 


& 


river, deftroying a number of veflels as they failed along, Under 4ex #22 BD perverts 
cover of this naval force, general Vaughan, on the thirteenth of foufr teal - 
OGober, with a detachment from the little army under fir Henry = 
Clinton, landed at fopus Creek, where he found two batteries ; one 


of two, another of three guns; and an armed galley at the mouth of,” 3 
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the Creek. The Americans made little refiftance ; but, abandoning - ae rah 
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Cc HAP. From this place the general continued his march about five miles 


here te, XVILL 
be near af U~—~ farther to thetown of Hfopus; which, having been fired at by fome 
ei Ge / Wlde . 5 : 
yer ines FE fopus people as he entered it, he reduced to afhes with a vait collection 
fos Rat. wk aa burnt. . 
Sgt ag sore of ftores and provifions. A few of the townfmen, and fome of the 
AER) ed athe 


fition, drew back. 
Sir James Wallace at the fame time deftroyed the fhipping and 
{mall craft that had taken fhelter in the creek which leads up to the 


town. Our troops, having performed thefe fervices, re-embarked 
for New-York. 
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fantry, rank and file, and thirty cavalry, gave direGtions for the : 


ATP XTX. 


Expedition under the Command of Lieutenant-colonel Mawhood— 
Aion at Quintin’s Bridge—At Hancock's Bridge—Ingenious Stra- 
tagem of an Americau Loyalif-—Colonel Abercrombie's Expedition 
againft the Americans under Lacey near Crooked Billet—Colonel 
Maitland’s Expedition up the Delaware—Alttempt on La Fayette. 
—1778. 
HILE the Britith army lay in winter-quarters at Philadelphia, C H A P. 
the efforts made for their own conveniency, and for annoying Rae 
the enemy, were as follow :— 1a 
In the beginning of March, lieutenant-colonel Mawhood, with Expedition 
a detachment from the main army, confifting of the twenty- sara ye 
feventh and forty-fixth regiments, and New Jerfey volunteers, made 
a defcent on the coaft of Jerfey, near Salem, for the purpofe of 
procuring forage, of which the army ftood in great need, and of 
opening a communication with the loyalifts of that part of the 
country, groaning under the tyranny of Livingfton the governor, a 
Colonel Mawhood carried with him fpare arms to put into the hands- 
of fuch as chofeto repair to his ftandard. ‘This detachment em- 
barked on board tranfports on the twelfth of March, fell down the ; 
Delaware, and landed fafely at the place of their deftination. 
Colonel Mawhood, being reinforced on the feventeenth by the 


queen’s rangers, confifting of about two hundred and feventy in- 


forage to take place on the eighteenth, accompanied by the ftriateft 


charge againft plunder. 
The : | 
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The town of Salem, near to which, as has juft been obferved, 
our detachment landed, lies upon a creek of that name, falling into 
the Delaware nearly oppofite to Reedy Ifland. The Alewas Creek 
runs almoft parallel to that of Salem, and falls into the Delaware to 
the fouth of it. Over the Alewas Creek three bridges were ex- 
tended: Hancock’s Bridge the lower ; Quintin’s that in the centre; 
and Thompfon’s the fartheft up. Between thefe Creeks, then, on 
the Delaware, forming a peninfula, at its greateft. feven, and at ‘its 
leaft four miles in width, the foraging was to commence. The pro- 
vincial militia was pofted at Hancock’s and Quintin’s Bridge, which 
they had defended by breaftworks. Colonel Mawhood .made de- 
tachments to mafk thefe bridges, and foraged in their rear. 

The officer who commanded the detachment at Quintin’s having 
fent information that the enemy were aflembled in great numbers at 
the bridge, and would probably pafs over it whenever he fhould quit 
it, in which cafe his party would be in great danger, colonel Maw- 
hood marched with the queen’s rangers to his aflfiftance, and by a 
faccefsful feint and ambufcade, firft drew a divifion of the enemy 
over the bridge, and then vigoroufly attacked them. Not a few of 
them were taken prifoners, but the greater part were drowned 
in the Alewas Creek. Among the prifoners was their commanding 
officer, who proved to be a Frenchman. The rangers had one huflar 
mortally wounded. Here we fhall give place to an anecdote, authen- 


ticated by the authority of colonel Simcoe, who commanded the 
rangers, that affords a fpecimen of that bafe and ungenerous {pirit 


with which many individuals in the American armies fhewed them- 
felues in the courfe of the war to be a@tuated. The huflar was 
wounded by a man whom, in the eagernefs of the purfuit, he had 
paffed, and given quarters to him without difarming him. ‘The 


villain was killed by another huflar. 
am ive 
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The Americans, who had for a moment quitted the bridge, but © ee = 
who, when they perceived that colonel Mawhood did not think it t-—~—-+ 
to his purpofe to pafs it, returned, ftill occupied the pofts at Quin- one 
tin’s and Hancock’s Bridge, their numbers gradually increafing. 
Colonel Mawhood determined to attack them at Hancock’s Bridge, 
where, from all reports, they were aflembled to the number of four 
hundred men. This enterprife was entrufted to major Simcoe, who At Han- 
embarked with the rangers on board flat-bottomed boats on the fete 
twentieth at night. He was to be landed at an inlet feven miles 7 
below Alewas Creek, when the boats were to be immediately re- 

turned ; and by a private road he was to reach Hancock’s Bridge, 
oppofite to which major Mitchell was to co-operate with him, at 
the head of the twenty-feventh regiment. Major Simcoe, though 
the enemy were nearly double his numbers, and his retreat was cut 
off by the abfolute orders to fend back the boats, confidered that 
every thing depended on furprife, and repofed juft confidence in the 
filence, attention, and {pirit of the corps under his command. By 
an overfight in the naval department, when the boats arrived off 
Alewas Creek, the tide fet fo ftrong againft them, that, in the 
opinion of the officer of the navy, they could not reach the place 
of their deftination till mid-day. Major Simcoe determined, however, 
not to return, but to land at the mouth of the Alewas Creek on the 
marfhes. They foon found out a landing-place, and, after a march 
of two miles through marfhes up to the knees in mud and water, 


at length arrived at a wood upon dry land, where the major formed 
his men for the attack. There was no public road that led to Han- 
| cock’s Bridge but that of which the rangers were now in pofleffion ; 
but a bank or dyke, on which there was a footway, led from Han- 
cock’s to Quintin’s Bridge. This dyke captain Saunders, with a 

_ party, was fent to ambufcade, and to take up a finall bridge that was | 
Vou. I. : 3B upon 
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upon it, as the enemy would probably flee that way, and if not 
purfued too clofely, would thus be the more eafily defeated. 

There was at Hancock’s Bridge a large brick dwelling-houfe, 
called Hancock’s Houfe, around which were many ftone houfes, and 
fome few cottages. Captain Dunlop was detached to the rear of 
Hancock’s Houfe, in which it was prefumed the American officers 
were quartered, and direfted to force, occupy, and barricade it, as it 
commanded the pafiage of the bridge. Different detachments were 
allotted to the {mall houfes in the rear of Hancock’s, fuppofed to be 
the enemy’s quarters. Having maftered thefe, they were ordered 
to aflemble at Hancock’s, which the light-infantry who were in re- 
ferve reached by the road, and forced the front door at the fame 
time that captain Dunlop, by a more difficult way, entered the back 
door. As it was very dark, thefe companies were on the point of 
falling on one another. The furprife was complete, which it would 
hayebeen, even if the whole of the enemy’s force had been prefent; but, 
fortunately for them, they had quitted it the eyening before, leaving 
a detachment of twenty or thirty men, all of whom were killed. 


The roads that led to the country were immediately ambufcaded, 
and lieutenant Whitlock was detached to furprife a patrole of feven 
men who had been fent down the Creek, which. he completely 
effected. On their refufal to furrender he was obliged to fire on 


. them, when only one made his efcape. It was the firing on this 


{mall party that communicated to the twenty-feventh regiment the 
fuccefs of the enterprife: Two days after, the queen’s rangers patrolled 
Thomfon’s Bridge. The enemy, who had been pofted there, were 
alarmed at the approach of a cow the night before, fired at it, and 
then fled. They alfo abandoned Quintin’s Bridge, and retired to a 
ereek, fixteen miles from Alewas Creek. 
5 
Major 
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Major Simcoe continued to drive the fmall parties of the enemy 
before him, wherever he went for the protection of the foragers: 
And even the main force of the enemy, in thofe parts, affembled at 
Cohanfey, might have been eafily furprifed; but colonel Mawhood 
judged, that, having completed his forage with perfe& fuccefs, his 
bufinefs was to return to head-quarters, which he did accordingly. 
The troops reimbarked on board the boats, and returned, without 
any accident, to Philadelphia. 

Though patroles were made now as regularly as ever, as {pring ap- 
proached the enemy’s cavalry came nearer to our lines, and owed 


their efcape more than once to the fleetnefs of their horfes. Some of 


thefe that fell into the hands of our parties were decorated with eggs, 
women’s fhoes, and other articles, of which they had plundered the 
country-people coming to and returning from market; and thus ac- 
coutred, were paraded through the fireets to prifon. A number of 
loyalifts in arms under the command of Mr. Thomas, their cap- 
tain, with Hoveden’s and James’s troops of provincials, made ex- 
curfions into the country, and carried off from the Americans, pro- 
vifions, clothing, and other articles of ufe to the Britifh army and 
their adherents. On fuch excurfions they were ufually fupported, 
and their return to their friends fecured, by the queen’s rangers. 

A ftratagem for procuring provifions for our army at Philadelphia, 
equally pleafant and fuccefsful, was played off by one of the loyalifts 
againft the Americans. General Wathington drew his fupplies of fat 
cattle from New England. A drove of this kind was met about 
thirty miles from Philadelphia, between the Delaware and Schuyl- 
kill, by a friend of government, who pafled himfelf upon the drivers 
for one of general Wafhington’s commiflaries, billeted them at a 
neighbouring farm, and then immediately galloped to Philadelphia, 
from -whence a party of dragoons were fent for the cattle, and 
the whole drove was fafely conducted to Philadelphia. 
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CHAP. About the beginning of May, a great part of an American brigade, 


bates not lefs than one thoufand men, commanded by brigadier Lacy, gene- 
petal ak ral of the Penfylvania militia, took poft ata place called the Crooked 
eee Billet, about feventeen miles from Philadelphia, on one of the great 
see eas roads of communication between that town and the country, From 
cansunder _ this {tation the Americans, in fmall parties, overawed and impeded 
ake “the country-people in their approaches with provifions to the Phila- 
is < delphia market. By the way of Crooked Billet lay the main road be- 


tween Philadelphia and New York; and, at lefs than half a mile from 

it, on the Philadelphia fide, there was another road which led, by 

the way of Horfham Meeting, to general Wathington’s camp. + 
Major Simcoe, who had been the firft that gave intelligence to the 
commander in chief of the fituation, firength, and probable views 

of brigadier-general Lacy, propofed that he fhould march with the 

rangers, and, by a circuit, get to the road in the rear of the Crooked 

Billet ; and that a detachment fhould march, and ambufcade them- 

felves in a wood (for according to his intelligence there was one , 
adapted to the purpofe) on the road which led to Wafhington’s 


eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee a ee ee ee ee ee 


camp, by the Horfham meeting-houfe. This party was to remain 
in ambufcade till they fhould hear the firing of the queen’s rangers. 
Tt was prefumed that, if the furprife fhould not be complete, the 
ambufcade would enfure fuccefs, by fupporting the rangers if they 
fhould be checked, and by intercepting the enemy if they fhould 
attempt to retreat, as they probably would, and that towards their 
main army. ‘This plan being adopted, lieutenant-colonel Abercrom- 
bie, on the night preceding the fourth of May, was detached to the 
place of ambufcade, with about four hundred light-infantry, a large 
party of light dragoons, and horfes to mount part of his infantry 
for the greater expedition. 
Major Simcoe’s march was difficult, as he judged it neceflary to 
ik, | make many circuits, in order to avoid places where the enemy had 
7 3 potts 
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pofts or patroles. He was well guided ; and fortunately had in- 
formation about twilight that prevented him from committing a 
difaftrous error. The armed refugees under their leader captain 
Thomas, had been fent by Mr. Galloway to efcort fome of his fur- 
niture into Philadelphia. Hearing by fome means or other of the 
prefent expedition ; they were encouraged to feize the opportunity 
which it afforded of effeCting their object with the greater certainty 
and fafety. ‘They marched up the roads which the rangers had fo 
carefully avoided, but without meeting with any interruption or 
alarm. They fortunately paffed a houfe at which major Simcoe 
called ; otherwife he would certainly, when he overtook them, have 
miftaken them for the enemy. This little adventure of the refu- 
gees, with the narrow efcape they made from a fatal onfet by their 
own friends, ferves, among many other inftances with which the 
hiftory of war is replete, to fhew the neceflity of different mi- 
litary operations going on at the fame time, being concerted and 
carried on under the dire€ion of one mind. The refugees were 
directed to keep themfelves undifcovered, and the rangers marched 
on as faft.as poffible. Although daylight appeared, major Simcoe 
was under no apprehenfions of difcovery, nor yet of colonel Aber- 
crombie’s having met with any accident, as the parties were within 
hearing of each other’s fire, and none was heard. He was there- 
fore, as he had now quitted the road, in order to make his laft cir- 
cuit to reach the Billet, informing his officers of his plan of attack, 
when all of a fudden a flight firing was heard. 

Colonel Abercrombie, although aflifted by horfes, could not ar- 
rive at his poft at the appointed time, before day-break. But, being 
anxious to fupport major Simcoe, he detached to the place of am- 
bufcade his cavalry and mounted light-infantry. The officer who 
commanded this detached party patrolled as far as Lacy’s out-poft, 


and being fired at by the centinels did not retire. Lacy, rightly 
judging 
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judging that he was fupported by a force adequate to fuch confidence, | 
collecting his ftrength, began to retreat up the country. At this 
crifis, the rangers arrived nearly in his rear, upon his right flank. 
They ftopped, and turned fome fmaller parties who were making their 
efcape from the light-infantry, and who were killed; but the main 
body retreated in a mafs without order, and in great precipitation; nor 
couldour infantry, by theirutmoft efforts,overtakethem. Thehufiars of 
the rangers were unfortunately left at Philadelphia, their horfes having 
been fatigued by along courfe of duty,and a fevere patrole the day before. 
Thirty dragoons, who were with the rangers, were fent to intercept 
the baggage-waggons, and ftaid to guard them. As the enemy were 


‘paffing through a wood, major Simcoe, galloping up to the edge of it, 


fummoned them to furrender: They were in great confternation, 
but continued to prefs forward. The major then gave the word of 
command, “ make ready,” “ prefent,” “ fire,” hoping that the in- 
tervening fence and thickets between him and them might lead them 
to fuppofe that he was accompanied by a body of men, and that 
they might halt ; in which cafe a few moments would have been de. 
cifive. At the word “ fire,” they crouched down, but ftill moved 
on, and foon got out of all reach. 


Our 


* In the Hiftory of Great Britain, from the Time of Cromwell to the Acceflion of George I., 
by Mr. Alexander Cunningham, the tutor and the companion of John duke of Argyle, in his 
campaigns in the Netherlands, which is generally admitted to contain a more particular, 
clear, and intelligible account of the conduét, ftratagems, and incidents, of war, than any hif- 
tory in the Englifh language, we read the following paffage relating to the celebrated earl of 
Peterborough, commander of the Britifh troops in Spain in the war of the fucceffion : 

“ The earl of Peterborough had alarmed all the country, far and near, with dreadful ru. 
<¢ mours and meflages of his approach ; and, carefully concealing the {mall number of his troops, 
“¢ caufed reports to be {fpread that the confederates had a large army. It is faid he had not above 
‘¢ twelve hundred men, who were reduced to great weaknefs, when he thus, by ftratagem, put 
“‘ to flight feven thoufand of the enemy [under the condé de las Torres, who had laid fiege to 
the town of San Mattheo, which had fubmitted to king Charles]. 


oe After 


AMERICAN WAR. 


Our troops returned to Philadelphia. 
ordered the baggage to be fold for their benefit, which produced a 
dollar a man. This excurfion, though it failed of that, fuccefs which 
was expected, had the full effe€t of intimidating the militia, who 
he 


fuccefs of the expedition would have been more fignal, had not our 


never afterwards appeared but in {mall parties like robbers. 


“¢ After this he thought it worth his while to attempt the town of Nules, which the inha- 
« bitants held out for king Philip ; but as he neither had foldiers, nor any thing in readinefs 
‘‘ neceflary for war, he himfelf rode full {peed up to the gate of the town, and calling for one of 
« the magiftrates or priefts, demanded the town to be furrendered to him. He told them that 
“if they would yield immediately, they might expect good terms ; but that if they refufed, he 
‘¢ would inftantly give orders to his army to plunder the town, allowing them only fix minutes 
“time to confult, and return their anfwer ; at the fame time calling out aloud for his cannon 
“‘ (although he had none) to be planted againft the walls. As great revolutions are brought abo it 
«by fmall accidents, the word was no fooner faid, than the town was delivered up : And other 
«places alfo he went and took with the fame celerity, all which he addedto the dominions of 
“‘ king Charles. By this manner of making war, the earl of Peterborough, in a fhort fpace of 
<‘ time, performed fuch wonderful exploits in Spain, that the Spaniards even began to give credit 
é to all the fabulous ftories of the valour and atchievements of Don Quixote ; and the Englifh alfa 
“< thought his praifes an obfcuration of the duke of Marlborough’s glory. He farther pretended 
“to be furnifhed with horfes as it were fprung out of the earth, and drew brigadier Mahoni into 
“¢ a conference, in which he dexteroufly operated on his mind, and managed his paffions as it 
Then he took Molviedro, and feized Valencia, and, by his ru- 
‘ mours and fpies, caufed the Spaniards to make war upon one another, and defeated the duke 
‘* d’Arcas. And, laftly, he fupported the priefts by his liberality, and fuch of the country peo- 
“¢ ple as would take up arms for king Charles.” 

‘In aword, the earl of Peterborough, in the hiftory of his condu&, is ftyled the father of 


« fuited his own purpofe. 


«“ ftratagems, and Fortune is faid always to have attended his undertakings.” 

Had the chief command of our army in America been placed in the hands of fuch a man as 
the earl of Peterborough, whofe vigilance, invention, and celerity of action ona fcene not alto- 
gether diflimilar to the divided ftate of the American colonifts, form a dire& contraft to the 
flownefs, and circuitous movements of fir William Howe, it is extremely probable that the 
ifue of the American war would have been reverfed. Neither military genius, nor alert- 
nefs of condu&, nor promptitude of action, were wanting in the Britifh army ; nor is major 
Simcoe the only inflance in which thefe qualities were difplayed in a very confpicuous man- 
ner; though not in that {tation in which they could produce the greateft and mott decifive 
confequences. 
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troops been too much fatigued by the very great length of the march, 
which favoured the enemy in their flight, and had our cavalry pufhed 
on when they firft difcovered the American centinels. 

A joint attempt was made on the feventh of May by fea and land 
to deftroy the gallies and other veflels that had efcaped up the Dela- 
ware after the reduction of Mud Ifland, and the thipping that the 
enemy had in the river between Philadelphia and Trenton, This 
enterprife was effectually accomplithed by the {kill and adtivity of cap- 
tain Henry of the navy, and major Maitland of the marines. A 
confiderable quantity of ftores and provifions was alfo deftroyed > 
and a number of the enemy, who made no great oppofition, were 
killed, Not fewer than forty-four American veflels were burnt, fome 
of them of confiderable value. . 

About the nineteenth of May 1778, General Wafhington detached 
the marquis de la Fayette to take poft with nearly three thoufand 
men upon Barren Hill, a pofition feven miles advanced from the 
camp of Valley Forge; but upon the oppofite or eaftern fide of 
the river. 

The object of this ftep is not very clear. The pofition was ftll 
too diftant from Philadelphia to give any interruption of confequence 
to fuch fupplies as were carried into that city by the neighbouring 
country. Poffibly, as the intended evacuation of Philadelphia was 
now well known, general Wafhington might have thought that it 
would keep up the fpirits of his party if he feemed to prefs upon the 
Britith in their retreat ; for he muft have been aware that his then 
force could not allow him to expect that he fhould make any real 
advantage of fuch an attempt: And the diftance of Barren Hill from 
Philadelphia appeared to fecure the detachment from any hazard: 
This fuppofed fecurity proved illufive. On the night of May the 


twentieth, five thoufand of the choiceft troops in the Britifh army 


fet out from Philadelphia, marching by the road which keeps clofe 
to 


Sketch of 
FAYETTE’S 


POSITION ALBARREN HILL. 


References . 
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to the Delaware, and which, therefore, diverges from the direction 
of Barren Hill. After the detachment had proceeded fome miles, 
it turned to the left, and paffing White Marth foon after day-break, 
it reached at length its deftined point, without having fallen in with 
any patrole or out-poft of the enemy. ‘This point was directly in 
the rear of La Fayette’s pofition, confequently was between him and 
the camp of general Wafhington. The road here forked ; one branch 
led to the camp of La Fayette, at the diftance of a fhort mile; the 
other went to Matfon’s Ford acrofs the Schuylkill, at about the see 
diftance. Inthe courfe of the night a ftrong detachment, under the 
command of general Grey, had marched from Philadelphia along 
the weftern branch of the Schuylkill, and ftationed themfelves at a 
ford two or three miles in front of La Fayette’s right flank, whilft the 
remainder of the Britifh army advanced to Chefnut Hill. 

The retreat of La Fayette was thus cut off from every paflage but 
Matfon’s Ford ; and as the line ent Fayette’s pofition formed the 
bafe of an obtufe-angled triangle with the two roads above men- 
tioned, it was obvious that his diftance from it was much ereater 
than that of the Britifh, When general Grant arrived at the point 
above defcribed, the confufed galloping of fome of the enemy’s 
horfemen, who advanced to reconnoitre, intimated that the approach 
of the Britifh was then firft perceived. At the fame time the column 
was difcovered by glafles from the camp of general Wafhington, who, 
by the firing of cannon, attempted to give his detachment notice of 
the danger. Confiderable time feems to have been loft in making a 


cavalry, that had formed the advanced guard on the march, took 
poffeflion of a hill between the two roads.. From this elevation the 
corps of La. Fayette was difcovered retreating towards Matfon’s 
Ford through thelow woody grounds which border the river. The 
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difpofition for the intended attack, during which delay a corps of: 


diforder and precipitation, apparent in the rear of that'column, fuf-. 
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CHA P. ficiently indicated the terror with which they were attempting their 
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| = efcape. Information of this circumftance is faid to have been given 
} m “to general Grant, and his fuperior proximity to Matfon’s Ford is 
uy reported to have been urged to him, and even pointed out in the 

,€ ftrongeft manner; but under the perfuafion that this was only 

ay a part of La Fayette’s troops, detached for fome unaccountable 
hi ike reafon, the general perfifted in his refolution of advancing to 
{ \ . Barren Hill, notwithftanding the ftrong remonftrances of Sir 


. William Erfkine againft that meafure. This poft was unluckily con- 
Pad . cealed from view by intervening trees, otherwife the defertion of it 
vey i | by the enemy would have been perceived. The Britifh having ad- 
tt vanced to the church, and found the camp abandoned, undertook 
the purfuit of the enemy by the very track which La Fayette had. 
taken. Inthe mean time that officer had reached the Ford; but his 
i | troops, being overcome with apprehenfion, had hurried acrofs the 
river, leaving behind them the fix field-pieces which they had brought 
from camp to the bank of the river. La Fayette having formed his 
oe | battalions on the other fide, and perceiving that the Britith did not 
Pee ny S approach by the road in which he apprehended them, fent a corps 
f Uhas. 8 i Povittsseclsttt Laces acrofs for his cannon, ordering fome fmall parties to be advanced 
Mii ny  Pucle wfiseez 1048s ees, into the woods to retard the progrefs of the Britith advanced guard, 

i df thal wa Fay eve Ach’ fhould it approach whilft the artillery was in the river. The cannon 
 wachy be fat Yarre/’/?Or4 were dragged over, but before the parties of obfervation could retire, 

US WP | 2% Caiucten 0 Art “ee? the Britith cavalry fell upon them, and killed or took about forty. 
ay ath TAGE clone ; whl des The Britith generals advancing to the Ford, perceived that La Fay- 
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be purfued againft himfelf. It is obvious that he could not attempt © H 


to fuccour La Fayette; becaufe, as he had but four thoufand men 
remaining in his camp, the Britith detachment was of itfelf equal 
to give him battle, could he poffibly have joined La Fayette; and 
that was a ftake which every intereft forbade. But as the body of 
the Britifh army was at Chefnut Hill, at hand to give general Grant 
immediate fupport, general Wafhington could not have interfered 
without every probability of incurring ruin. 

As the time approached when the army was to move from Phila- 
delphia, American patroles were pafled over the Delaware from the 
Jerfeys. One of thefe, after a long chafe, was taken by the huffars 
belonging to the queen’s rangers. The quarter-mafter-general, 
fir William Erfkine, being in great want of horfes, commiffaries 
were fent to procure them, efcorted by the rangers under major 
Simcoe. The major entered on this office with much regret, as 
the horfes were to be taken from people whom he had hitherto uni- 
formly proteéted. 
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Sir William Howe refigns the Command of the Army—Fefival called 
Mifchianza, in honour of Sir William Howe—He is fucceeded in the 
Command of the Army by Sir Henry Clinton—Returns to England 
—Complains of Defamation, and folicits and obtaius a Parhament- 
ary Inquiry into bis Conduét.—1778. . 


HESE, then, with occafional parties fent out to cover the 

loyalifts, were the only movements made by the Britifh com- 

mander in chief while he lay in his winter-quarters, from October 
1777 to June 1778, at Philadelphia. 

It would feem, however, that fir William Howe imagined that all 
that could be done for the royal caufe had been now performed: 
For to a deputy fent to the commander in chief from the magif- 
trates, on a rumour of the sntended evacuation of Philadelphia, re- 
quefting his advice how to aét, he faid that the beft thing they 
could do would be to go over and make their peace with general 
Wathington. And as he himfelf was on the eve of quitting the 
army, he told them to go to fir Henry Clinton, his deftined fuc- 
ceflor, for a flag of truce in order to go out to Wathington for that 
purpofe. ‘The deputy accordingly went to fir Henry Clinton, who 
faid that he could not grant a flag on fuch an occafion; that the 


that the war was not over, but would ftill be 


game was not up; 
vigor- 
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vigoroully carried on; and that they ought not by any means to en- 
tertain a-thought of going over to the enemy. 

Sir William Howe had formed the refolution of refigning his 
office fo early as the month of OGober. Ina letter of his of the 
twenty-eighth of that month, he wrote to the fecretary of {tate for 


the American department, lord George Germaine, as follows: 


“ From the little attention, my lord, given to my recommenda- 


“* tions fince the commencement of my command, I am led to hope 


** that | may be relieved from this very painful fervice, wherein I 


*“* have not the good fortune to enjoy the neceflary confidence and 


“ fupport of my fuperiors, but which I conclude will be extended 


“* to fir Henry Clinton, my prefumptive fucceflor. By the return 


6 


of the packet I humbly requeft I may have his. majefty’s per- 
** miffion to refign.”” That permiffion he received on ‘the fourteenth 
of April 1778; but in the fame letter which conveyed leave to re- 
fign, he was ordered by his majefty, while he fhould continue in 
command, to lay hold of every opportunity of putting an end to 
the war, by a due exertion of the force under his orders. 

The commander in chief’s letter, in which he alleges, as the 
ground of his refignation, the want of neceflary confidence and fup- 
port on the part of adminiftration, was matter of equal aftonifhment 
and indignation to the parties againft whom that charge was made; 
while it inevitably led the unprejudiced and impartial fpeCtator to 
contraft the languor and reluctance too vifibly apparent in the whole 
conduct of -fir William Howe with that alacrity and zeal with 
which the miniftry, and particularly the minifter for American af- 
fairs, provided and furnifhed the means of carrying on the war, 
and that difpofition which they manifefted to invite and reward the 
efforts of the general by all poffible encouragement. When mea- 
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Cc _ P. fures for reducing the revolted colonies were refolved on, and fir 
“William Howe was appointed to the command of the army, fuch 


3778. 


was the difpofition of government to gratify him in whatever he 
fhould defire, that the fecretary for the American department de- . 
clared, “ the meafures of force fhould be the withes of the ge-_ 
“ neral.” The general, who was then in America, and had the 
ftate of the war under his eye, was the beft judge of what force 
would be competent to its fuppreffion. On his judgment, therefore, 
government relied ; but inftead of ftinting, they furpafled his wifhes. 
In his letter to lord Germaine *, after long and mature deliberation, 
he only requires nineteen thoufand men; which, he fays, will be 
“ adequate to an active offenfive campaign on the fide of New 
“ York and Rhode Ifland.”  Inftead of nineteen thoufand men, he 
was furnifhed with thirty-one thoufand four hundred and feventy- 
fix. And, although he expected to meet a force of thirty thoufand 
men, the whole American army did not amount to eighteen thou- 
fand. With the force now fent, amounting to eleven thoufand 
men more than he required, the general appeared to be more than 
{atisfied, and declared his utter aftonifhment at the uncommon ex- 
ertions of government. He acknowledged, in his letter to govern- 
ment }, that the fucceffes of the army under his command had in- 
timidated the leaders of rebellion, and nearly induced a general fub- 
miffion;—an admiffion which was ftri@tly juft; for farther oppofition 
was univerfally defpaired of by all America, except a few defperate 
men in general Wafhington’s army; and that army was reduced to 
a number not exceeding four thoufand men. And yet, at that pe- 


# Of the 26th of November 1775. 
+ OF the goth of November 1776, and the 20th of January 1777- 
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riod, we find him making a demand, firft of fifteen thoufand, and 
then of twenty thoufand rank and file. The general, it is true, did 
not make this extravagant demand without affigning reafons for 
it; but thefe reafons were ill-founded. In his letter of the 
twelfth of February 1778 he informed the fecretary of ftate 
that “ the rebels had profpeéts of bringing into the field more than 
** fifty thoufand men. They are moft fanguine in their expecta- 
* tions,” fays he, ‘and confcious that their whole ftake depends upon 
** the fuccefs of the next campaign, ufe every compulfory means to 
“ thofe who do not enter voluntarily into their fervice.” We 
know however, that, inftead of fifty thoufand men, they were 
not able to bring into the field, when the general met their force at 
Hillfborough, more than eight thoufand men; and even at the 
Brandywine, not more than fixteen thoufand, militia included, after 
he had, contrarily to all policy, given them two months, by every 
poffible exertion, to recruit their feeble army. It thus appears, that 
if the reinforcement required on this occafion fell fhort of that 
which was demanded by the general, the expected reinforcement of 
the Americans, which was the reafon afligned for that requifition, failed 
in a much greater proportion. More than one half of the force re- 
quired was fent, and not more than one fifth of that of the Americans 
was raifed. ‘The account of the armed force in 1777 ftood thus: 
Britith, forty thoufand eight hundred and feventy-four, veteran 
troops. American regular army at Hillfborough, eight thoufand ; 
at Brandywine, eleven thoufand; and, in the fpring, at Valley 
Forge, not four thoufand undifciplined troops. With what juftice, 
then, it was faid, could the general complain of his want ef force? 
and how extravagant his attempt to throw the blame of his own 
mifcondudt on that adminiftration which had, by fuch uncommon 
exertions, 
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exertions, thus gratified him in all his wifhes. The longer con- 
templation was indulged on this fubje&t, the more were the minds 
of men inflamed with warm. emotions. 

«© While the friends of the colonifts,” it was faid, “ were bringing 
‘¢ their plot to maturity in Britain ; while the natural refources of 
“* this country were cried down, to the great encouragement of our 
“ foreign enemies, and a national defpondency was generally effect- 
“ ed; while the opponents of adminiftration were advifing and con- 
‘ tending in both houfes of parliament for withdrawing the troops 
“ from America, and, at the fame time, oppofing every meafure 
“ which was neceflary for the recovery of the revolted colonies, 
“ the flownefs and procraftination of the general accorded but too 
“ well with thofe fentiments, and contributed not a little to render 
“© adminiftration more and more odious to the people, whofe dif- 
“ ouft and indignation rofe in proportion as the minifter de- 
“© manded more and more fupplies, and as the general neglected 
“ to improve the great opportunities, that were at different times 
“ prefented, of putting an end to the war.” 

The violence of oppofition on the one part, and the extreme 
tendernefs of fir William Howe towards the Americans on the 
other, feemed to many obfervers to be linked together by a kind 
of conneétion fomewhat fimilar to that between caufe and effec. 
He certainly fuffered the enemy, with lefs than four thoufand men, 
to re-conquer a province which he had lately reduced, and to 
lay a kind of fiege to his army in his winter-quarters. He un- 
fortunately wafted the feafon of military operation, giving them 
time to recruit their reduced force. ‘Though the fpirit of revolt was 
occafionally deprefled by the valour of our troops, it was uniformly 


revived by the mifconduct of the general. 
Such 
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Such were the obfervations that were very generally made on the 
conduct of ae William Howe, when he not only refigned his office 
without attaining, in any degree, the end for which he took it upon 
him, but endeavoured to fhift his want of fuccefs from his own fhoul- 
ders upon that of the fecretary of ftate for the American department. 

The fame or fimilar obfervations were made, and re-echoed with 
ftill greater energy over all the Britith empire, on another unfortunate 
hia which, like the grounds alleged for the refignation of his 
office, induced and provoked men tocompare the importance of his 
fervices with the merit he afflumed, and the gravity with which he 
fuftained the moft exceflive praife and adulation. Itis to the famous 
Mifchianza that we allude, or feftival given in honour of fir William 


Howe, by fome of the Britith officers at Philadelphia, when he 


was about to ieee up his command, and to return to England. 
This entertainment not only far exceeded any thing that had ever 
been feen in America, but rivalled the magnificent exhibitions of 
that vain-glorious monarch and conqueror, Louis XIV. of France, 
All the colours of the army were placed in a grand avenue three 
hundred feet in length, lined with the king’s troops, between two 
triumphal arclies, for the two brothers, the admiral, lord Howe, 
and the general, fir William Howe, to march along in pompous pro- 
ceflion, followed by a numerous train of attendants, with feven 
filken knights of the blended rofe, and feven more of the burning 
mountain, and fourteen damfels dreffed in the Turkith fafhion, to an 
area of one hundred and fifty yards fquare, lined alfo with the king’s 
troops, for the exhibition of a tilt and tournament, or mock fight 
ot old chivalry, in honour of thofe two heroes. On the top of each 
triumphal arch, was a figure of Fame, befpangled with flars, blowing 
her trumpet in-letters of light, Tes lauriers font immoriels™. 
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This romantic triumph, after fo many difgraces and difappoint- 
ments, did not efcape the fevereft fatire, both in private converfation 
and in printed papers ; among which a letter addreffed to fir William 
Howe in a publication called The American Crifis, by Paine, 
the author of the pamphlet ftyled Common Senfe, was moft dif- 
tinguithed for fhrewdnefs of remark, vigour of conception, and 
energy of expreffion. 

We fhall here infert a very excellent letter, which corroborates 
many of the facts ftated by us, written in 1777, by M. Du Portail, 
minifter at warin France to the conftituent affembly in 1791 and 
1792, but at the period of the letter being wrote, a colonel in the 
French fervice, and acting as a brigadier-general in the American 
army, t. a 

Sir 


+ (COPIE.) 


A Monfeigneur le Comte de $t. Germain, Miniftre de la Guerre (pour vous feulement, 
Monfeigneur.) : 


Du Camp de White Marfh, a quartre lieues de Philadelphie, 


MownsEIGNEUR, le 12me Novembre 1777, 


J’AI eu Vhonneur de vous rendre conte des battailles de Brandywine et de German Town, 
et de vous en envoyer les plans; ainfi que celui de Philadelphie, avec fes environs, a cing lieues, 
ala ronde ; afin que vous puiffiez juger de la fituation du général Howe. J’efpere que tout 
cela vous fera parvenu. Jufqu’ a préfent le général Howe n’eft pas encore maitre des deux 
petits forts, qui font dans la riviere, et qui empéchent fes vaiffeaux de remonter jefqu’ 4 la 
ville ; ce qui le réduit 4 ne communiquer avec eux que par le petit chemin que j’ai marqué fur 
la carte ; chemin que nous pouvons bien lui couper cet hiver, quand nous aurons recu un 
renfort des troupes qidtorienfes du nord. Nous comptons auffi mettre un corps de deux ou 
trois mille hommes de l’autre cété de la Schaylkill. Il y 4 déja des troupes dans le Jerfeyss 
de cette fagon le général Howe fera bloqué dans Philadelphie, et en danger de mourir de faim; 
a moins qu’il ne fe rembarque; mais pour dire la vérité, nous ne l’efperons pas. Il prendra pro- 
bablement les forts, s’illes attaque bien; et il aura alors une communication fure avec fes 
vaifleaux, quoiqu’ il en foit, Monfeigneur, vous voyez que pour des gens battus deux fois, 


nous. 
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Sir William Howe, foon after receiving the f{plendid tefimony of © cee P. 


efteem which has been juft defcribed, fet fail for England, leaving 
the 


mious ne fommes pas én trop mauvaffe pofture. Nous devons cela 4 ce que les Anglois n’ont 
que trés peu de cavalerie ; de forte qu’ils ne peuvent pourfuivre leur victoire. Nous le devons 
encore plus 4 nos bois, et aux obftacles de toute efpéce d’ont le pays eft défendu. Mainte- 
nant d’aprés l’expérience de cette campagne, ileft naturel, de fe faire cette queflion: Les 
Americains réuffiront-ils 4 fe rendre libres, ou non? En France, of 1’on ne peut juger que 
par les faits, on jugera pour Y’ affirmative. Nous, qui avons vu comment les chofes fe font 
paffées, ne penferons pas de méme. A parler franchement, ce n’eft pas par la bonne conduite des 
Americains, que la campagne en général s’eft terminée affez heureufement ; mais par la faute 
des Anglois. Ce fut une faute capitale du gouvernement Britannique, de vouloir que le 
général Burgoyne traverfat plus de deux cens lieues de pays, et prefque défert, pour fe joindre 
aux generaux Howe et Clinton. Ce plan pouvoit paroitre grand dans le cabinet de Lon- 
dres; mais miférable aux yeux de ceux quiavoient une exate connoiflance de la nature du pays. 
Mon obfervation n’eft pas en conféquence de 1’ événement; car vous vous rappelerez peut-étre, 
Monfeigneur, que j'ai eu  honneur de vous écrire, il y a deux mois que j’ étois bien aife que 
les Anglois, ne nous oppofaffent ici que dix mille hommes, & que j’efpérois beaucoup que la 
jonétion des généraux Burgoyne et Howe n’auroit lieu que quand la campagne ne feroit plus 
tenable; et que méme fon armée feroit détruite de la moitié, par la faim, la fatigue, la défertion, 
et les pertes qu’ils efluyeroient tous les jours par nos troupes, et nos milices poftées dans les bois. 
Liffue A furpaffé mon attente. Si les Anglois, au lieu de s’ amufer avoint dirigé leur attaque 
contre le général Wafhington, avec dix-huit ou vingt mille hommes, je ne fais pas trop ce que 
nous ferions devenus; parceque fi nous avions doublé le nombre de nos troupes, nous n’aurioas 


pas doublé nos forces; mais triplé nos embarras. 


Si nous jettons les yeux fur le plan de campagne, en examinant la conduite du général 
Howe ; nous verrons qu'il n’a pas méme fait, tout ce qwil étoit en fon pouvoir de faire: 
Comme j’ai eul’honneur de vous le mander apres la battaille de Brandywine. Car s’il eut 
profité de fes avanteges, il ne feroit plus queftion de V’armée du général Wafhington; et a 
a mis depuis dans toutes fes opérations une lenteur et une timidité, qui m’ont toujours étonné, 
Mais il peut fe ravifer, & 1’ on peut envoyer un autre général de Londres; alors nous ne pou- 
rions peut-étre pas fi bien nous tirer d’affaire. AAurefte puifque les événements qui dépendent 
de Vhabilité des généraux ne peuvent fe prévoir ; ils ne doivent pas entrer dans les conjectures 
qu’ on peut faire a’ avenir. Faifons feulement attention au nombre de troupes; et j’oferai 
dire que fi les Anglois pouvoient avoir ici trente mille hommes; ils pourroient réduire le pays. 
Une feconde caufe qui pourroit hater cette réduction, et méme l’opérer feule, c’eft le manque 
de munition de guerre, et des chofes néceffaries ala vie. Al’ égard des chofes néceflaries pour 
Ga continuation de la guerre, il leur manque prefque tout. Iln’ont nidrap, xi linge, ni fel, 
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the command of the army to fir Henry Clinton, of whofe ations 


in the courfe of the prefent war we have already made mention; 
but 


ni eau de vie, ni fucre; et ces derniers articles font plus importans qu’on ne le croiroit d’abord. 
Avant la guerre, les peuples Américains fans vivre dans le luxe; jouiffoient de tout ce. qui eft 
néceffaire pour rendre la vie agréable et heureufe. Ils pafloient une grande partie de leur tems 
d fumer et a boire du thé, ou des liqueurs fpiritueufes. Telles étoient les habitudes de ces 
peuples. Il ne feroit donc pas furprenant que le changement d’ une vie efféminée, transformée 
fabitement en celle de geurrier, qui eft dure et penible, leur fit préferer le joug des Anglois, a 
une liberté achetée aux dépens des douceurs de la vie. Ce que je vous dis ne peut que vous 
furprendre, Monfeigneur, mais tel eft ce peuple, qui, mou, fans énergie, fans vigueur, fans paf- 
fion pour la caufe dans laquelle ils’eft engagé ne la foutient que parceqw’il {uit I’ impulfion 
qu’on lui a premierement donnée. Il y a cent fois plus d’enthoufiafme pour cette revolution 
dans quelque caffé de Paris que ce foit qwil n’y en a dans les Provinces Unies enfemble. I] 
eft done néceffaire, pour achever cette revolution, que la France fourniffe ce peuple tout ce 
qui lui eft néceffaire; afin quw’il trouve la guerre moins dure a foutenir, I] ef vwrai quik 
lui encoutera quelques millions; mais ils feront bien employés en anéantiflant le pouvoir de 
1’Angleterre qui dépouillée de fes colonies, fans marine, et fans commerce, perdra fa grandeur, 
et laiffera la France fans rivale. Cependant quelques perfonnes penfent (entr’ autres Y Abbé 
Réynal) qu’il ne feroit pas de Vintéret de la France donner la liberté aux colonies Angloifes, 
et qu’elle rifqueroit de perdre les fiennes- Mais pour cenx qui connoifflent ce-pays-ci, il eft evi- 


dent, qu'il fe paffera bien des années avant qu’ils puiffent étre en état de mettre une flotte en 


“mer, pour faire des conquétes. La jaloufie entre les provinces (dont ou voit deja le gérme) les 


aura divifés en tant de differens intéréts, qu’aucune d’elles ne fera a craindre. 

On pouroit demander, fi pour opérer plutét la révolution en Amerique, il ne feroit pas plus. 
prudent que la France fit un traité avec les Etats Unis, et que de concert avec eux, elle fit. 
paffer ici douze ou quirize mille hommes. Ce feroit 1A le moyen-de tout gater. Le peuple ici, 
quoiqu’ en guerre avec les Anglois (nous Ie voyons journellemest), et malgré tout ce que la 
France a fait, et A intention de faire pour eux, préféreroit. de fe réconcilier avec les Anglois, 
plutdt que derecevoir des forcesde ceux qwils ont le’plus raifon de craindre: Ou s'ils y confentoient 


@abord, bientdt aprés l’ antipathie naturelle entre les deux nations, fe manifefteroit par les: 


plus terribles diffentions. Quiconque habite ce pays-ci doit favoir que la chofe eft impracti- 


cable. : 
Ily aencore un projet 4 examiner. LaFrance, dans le cas oti elle feroit de faire la guerre aur 


Anglois ouvertement, ne pourroit-elle pas de concert avec le congrés tenter de prendre le 
Canada? Par Pobfervation precedente, ileft naturel de {uppofer que le congrés ne voudroit- 
pas accéder 4 une telle propofition, Le voifinage des Francois les dégouteroit entierement de: 


gette libext€ qu’ ils croiroient n’ étre pas capable de garder long-tems ; et dépendance pour dé~ 
pendances 
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but concerning whom, for gratifying our readers, it may be proper 


farther to remark, that he had in the war with France from 1754 to 
| L703, 


pendance, ils aimeroient mieux dépendre des Anglois. Mais feroit-il avantageux pour ncus 
d’ avoir le Canada? Je fens que pour difcuter ce point, il faudroit avoir une con- 
noiffance exacte des produétions du pays; ce que je n’aipas. Enconfiderant la chofe en gé- 
néral, il me paroit que ce qui fe paffe maintenant en Amérique doit dégouter les Eu- 
ropéens, d’ avoir ancune affaire 4 déméler avec les colonies de ce continent. Car foit que les 
colonies fe rendent & préfent indépendantes on nonil n’y a pas de doute qu’elles ne le foient 
dans cent ans; et avec elles toutes les parties feptentrionales. C’eft fe préparer a une guerre 
certaine, que d’avoir des établiflemens ici; il me paroit donc plus avantageux pour la France, 
d@’ avoir des ifles qu’elle puiffe plus aifément contenir fous fa domination. Parmi ces ifles, je 
choifirois celle dont les produétions ne font pas naturelles 4 la France; et qui cependant lui 
font effentiellement néceffaires, comme le fucre, le caffé, &c. Car d’ avoir des colonies qui ne 
produifent que du blé, quoi de plus inutile a la France? Elle n’a qu’ a bien cultiver fon terrain, 
défricher celui qui a été laiffé inculte, et elle créera chez elle-méme des colonies qui ne lui 
conteront rien 4 defendre. Je crois par toutes ces raifons, que fi la France déclare la guerre 


2) Angleterre, ce n’eft pas le Canada qu'elle doit attaquer; mais la Jamaique, et les autres 


poffeffions Angloifes de cette nature. Si elle ne déclare pas la guerre, celle doit employer tous. 


A 


les moyens que la politique lui fuggerera pour empécher les Anglois d’. avoir jamais plus 
de vinet cing mille hommes ici. Noue n’avions durant toute cette campagne ue trente 
5 q Pp g§ > q 
mille hommes, favoir, l’ armée de Mr. Wafhington qui n’a jamais excédé quinze mille hommes,, 
celle du general Putnam cing ou fix mille; et celle de Mr. Gates dix mille. il’ on trouyoit 
, 
qwil fit néceffaire d’augmenter le tout d’ un tiers, je ne crois pas que la chofe fit poffible. 
Te fuis peut-étre Monfeigneur, entré dans un trop grand détail; mais vous pardonnerez la 
J 3 P > 
longueur de mes diflertations, caufée feulement par l’envie que j’ai eue de fatisfaire vos défirs, et 


de rendre mon féjour ici aufli utile qu’il m’eft poffible. 
Jai P honneur d’ étre, 
MonsEIGNEUR, 
Votre trés humble et trés obéifant Serviteur, 


ODS POR TAT. 


Le congrés m’ a élevé au rane de brigvadier-général. 
é fe) 
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© UA? 1763, been aidede-camp to prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, by whom 


Suthe 


L—-— he was held in the higheft eftimation, Thus he was undoubtedly 
ae bred 


TRANSLATION. 


To the Count de St. Germain, Minifter of War (for you only, Sir), 


Camp at White Marfh, four Leagucs from Philadelphia, 
SLR, 12th November 1777. 


I HAD the honour to fend you an accountof the battles of Brandywine and German Town, 
| together with the plans, as well as that of Philadelphia and its environs to the extent of five 
i | leagues, that you might be enabled to judge of the fituation of general Howe. I hope they 

. } have come to hand. Hitherto general Howe is not mafter of two fmall forts in the river, 
W. i 7 which prevent his veffels from coming up to the city, and his communication with them, ex- 
7 cept by means of a by-way I have marked on the map, and from which we fhall cut him off in 
: the winter, when we have received a reinforcement of vitorious troops from the northe We 
PW: i . purpofe, likewife, to poft a body of two or three thoufand men on the other fide of the Schuyl- 
kill. There are already troops in the Jerfeys, fo that general Howe will be blocked up in 
Philadelphia, and in danger of dying with hunger, unlefs he reimbarks. But, to {peak the 
truth, we do not expect quite that. He probably will take the forts, if he attacks them pro- 
> perly, and will then havea communication with his fhipping. Be that as it may, you fee, Sir, 
for people who have been twice beaten we are not in fo very bad plight; for this we are in- 
debted to the fmall number of Englifh cavalry, which prevented the enemy from following up 
their victory, and ftill more to the woods and other obftacles by which the country is defended. 

+ Now, after the experience of this campaign, it is natural to put this queftion, Will the Ame- 


ricans fucceed in obtaining their liberty, or no? In France, wheré you can only form your 
judgment from the fads, you will anfwer in the affirmative; we, on the fpot, who have feen 
}+ how things have gone, think differently. ‘To fpeak plain, it has not been owing to the good 
conduct of the|Americans that the campaign, upon the whole, has terminated rather fortunately, 
but to the fault of the Englifh. It wasan egregious error in the Britifh government, to dire& 
general Burgoyne to traverfe about two hundred leagues, of a wretched and almoft defert 
country, to join the generals Howe and Clinton, The plan might appear grand in the cabinet 
of London, but miferable in the opinion of thofe who had paid attention to the nature of the 
country. The obfervation is not in confequence of the event ; for you will probably, Sir, call 
to recclleGtion that, two months ago, I had the honour to write you word, I was well pleafed 
the Englifh oppofed us here with only ten thoufand men; and that I was in great hopes that , 
general Burgoyne would not effe&t a junftion with general Howe, till it would be no longer 
4 pollible 
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bred in one of the firft military fchools in Europe, With fuch per- 


fonal merit, the advantage of being of the family of Newcaftle, and 
alfo 


poffible to keep the field, and even then with his army half deftroyed by famine, fatigue, and 
defertion, and the daily lofs he would neceflarily fuftain from our troops, and the militia pofted 


in the woods. The event exceeded my expectations. Had the Englith, inftead of making - 


fo many diverfions, direéted their attack againft general Wafhington with eighteen or twenty 
thoufand men, I do not very well know what would have become of us; becaufe, in doubling 
the number of our troops, we fhould not have added double ftrength to our army, and our 
embarraflments would have been increafed threefold. 

In looking over the plans of the campaign, if we examine the condudct of general Howe, we 
fhall find he has not even done that which he had it it in his power to do, as I had the honour te 
write you word after the battle of Brandywi ine ; for, had he followed up the advantages which 
that gave him, there had been an end ¢ | of general Wathington’ s army; and, fince that, all his 
ERE have been carried on fo flo wly,and-with fo much timidity, they have become the object 
of my aftonifhment: But, perhaps, he may recollect himfelf; perhaps another general may be 
fent from London, and then poflibly we may not extricate ourfelves fo well. However, fince 
the events which depend on the {kill of generals cannot be forefeen, they fhould make no part 
of the conjetures we may form for the future; let us pay attention folely to the number of 
troops, and I‘would hazard my opinion, that, if the Engli/b could have here thirty thoufand men; 
they ought to reduce the country. A fecond caufe, which might haften that redu€tion, and even 
operate alone, is the want of warlike flores and the neceffaries of life. With refpec to the 
requifites for carrying on war, the Americans want almoft every thing; andasto other matters, 
linen, falt, brandy, fugar, &c. are wanting; and theie laft articles are of more importance 
than one is at firft aware. Before the war, the American people, though they did not live in 
luxury, enjoyed in abundance every requilite to make life comfortable and happy; they paffed 
great part of their time either in fmoking, drinking tea or fpirituous liquors. Such was the 
difpofition of thefe people. Sore againft the grain then, as it mult be of a fudden, the tranf- 
form into foldiers, reduced to lead a life of hardfhips and frugality, it would not be fur- 
prifing that they fhould prefer the yoke of the Englifh to a liberty purchafed at the expence 
of the comforts of life. 

You will be aftonithed, Sir, at this language; but fuch are thefe people, that they move 
without {pring or energy, without vigour, and without paffion for a caufe in which they are 
engaged, and which they follow only as the impulfe of the hand that firft put them in motion 
direG@s. . There is an hundred times more enthufiafm for this revolution in any one coffee-houfe 
at Paris, than in all the Thirteen Provinces united. It is neceflary then that France, to ac- 
eomplith this revolution, fhould furnifh thefe people with every requifite to leflen the hardfhips 
of'war. True, it will cot fome millions; but they will be well laid out in annihilating the 


Pp ower 


392 
Ciena Cs 
xX. 
Se) 
1778. 

% 
~ 


E HISTORY. OF ISTHE 


alfo the next In command to fir William Howe,-fir Henry Clinton 
was naturally appointed, on the refignation of fir William, to the 


chief command of the Britith army. 
Sir 


power of England, which, when bereft of her colonies, without a navy and without commerce, 
will lofe her confequence in the world, and leave France without a rival. 

Neverthelefs, there are fome, and amongft them the Abbé Raynal in his publication, who 
think France would not find her account in liberating the Englith colonies, that fhe would run a 
rifk of lofing her own; but, to any one acquainted with this country, it is evident that ages 
mutt pafs before fhe would be in a condition to fend out a fleet to make conquefts. The 
jealoufies between the Provinces (the feeds of which are already fowa) will have divided them 
into fo many different interefts and ftates, that no one of them wili be to be feared. 

It may be afked, whether, to bring about the revolution in America, it would not be advifa- 
ble for France to make a treaty with the United States, and, in concert with them, crofs 
over twelve or fifteen thoufand men? That would be the way to mar all. The people here, 
though at war with the Englifh (we {ce it every day), and, in fpite of all that France has 
done and means to do for them, would prefer a reconciliation with the Englifh rather than 
receive in force the men in the world they moft fear; or, if they fhould confent at firft, it 
would not be long ere the natural antipathy between the two nations would break out into the 
moft terrible diffenfions *, Whoever inhabits this country muft know the thing to be abfolutely 
impracticable. 

There is yet another projet to examine. In the event of France being obliged to carry on the 
war openly againft the Englifh, might not fhe, in concert with congrefs, attempt Canada ? 
From the preceding obfervation, it is natural to fuppofe congrefs would not accede to fuch an 
arrangement. The French neighbourhood alone would give them a difguft to that liberty 
which they would apprehend themfelves not long able to preferve, and dependance for depend- 
ance, they had rather be dependant on the Enghith_ 

But, would it be very advantageous for us to have Canada? 1 am fenfible, to difcufs this 
point, a moft minute and accurate knowledge of the produce of the country is neceflary, which 
T have not; yet, to confider the thing in general, it appears to me, that what is now going on 
in America ought to difguft every European power from having any concern with colonies on 
this continent.. For, whether the Englifh colonies become independent or not at prefent, a 
century hence, no doubt, they will; and, with them, all the ncrthern parts of this continent. 


It is laying the foundation of certain war to have eftablifhments here. It appearsto me, then, 


* In confirmation of what ML du Portail has here advanced, we recolle& having heard, whilft 
we were in America during the war, and from good authority, that, upon fome difagreement 
with the French, the Americans difliking the manner in which they conduéted themfelves, the people 
scere clamorous fox putting arms into the hands of general Burgoyne’s foldiers, and making a caufe 
corsmon with them to drive the French out of the country.” 

- more 
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Sir William Howe, upon his arrival in England, found © eee iY 


that his condu& was generally condemned, and threw him- 
felf for prote€tion and exculpation into the arms of a party, 
the oppofition to government in parliament, who received 
him with gladnefs, and boldly vindicated his conduct both 
in and out of the fenate. Anonymous charges againft the 
general were carried into parliament, that thereby the way 
might be prepared for a parliamentary inquiry into his conduct. 
He complained, in the houfe of commons, that many fevere cen- 
fures had been thrown out againft him, and that minifters had been 
filent. He alleged, among other charges againft adminiftration, 
that he had not the cordial confidence and fupport of miniftry ; that 


more advantageous for France to have iflands, which fhe can eafily defend from this contagion 
of independence; and, amongft the iflands, I fhould chufe that whofe productions were not 
natural to France, and which, nevertherlefs, are become effentially neceflary ; fuch as fugar, 
coffee, &c. &c.; for to have colonies producing only corn, what could be of lefs ufe to France? 


She has nothing to do but well till her own lands, to put under the plough thofe which have, 


hitherto lain uncultivated, and fhe will create at home colonies which will coft her nothing to 
defend. 

For all thefe reafons, I think, fhould France declare war againft England, it is not to Ca- 
nada, but Jamaica and other English poffeflions of that fort, fhe fhould dire& her attacks. If 
fhe does not declare war, fhe fhould employ the beft means which policy may fuggeft to prevent 
the Englith from ever having more than twenty-five thoufand men here. We had no more 
than thirty thoufand in the whole of this campaign, to wit, the army of Mr. Wathington never 
exceeded fifteen thoufand, that of general Patuam five or fix.thoufand, and that of Mr. Gates: 
ten thoufaud. Should it be found neceflary to increafe the. whole a third, I do not know that 
it could be done. I have perhaps, Sir, in my letter exceeded what you required; but pardon 
the length of the differtations I have gone into, from a defire to fatisfy your wifhes, and render 
my flay here as ufeful as in my power to make it. 

With the moft profound refpe&,, 
Lam, SIR, 


Your moft humble and moft obedient fervant, 


; DU PORTAIL.. 
Congrefs has promoted me to the rank of brigadier-general, | 
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his orders from government had not been clear, but ambiguous, 
and fuch as might be eafily explained away in cafe of any adverfe 
accident arifing from their execution ; and that they had concealed 
from parliament the true fate of our affairs in America, promifing 
fuccefs when they knew there was no reafon to expect it. - Lord 
George Germaine had faid, that he had learned from his intelligence 
the difficulties the Americans were under in raifing troops ; that he 


hoped that he (fir William) fhould be able to get a fufficient force 
in Penfylvania for the defence of that province ; and that he ftill 


hoped that this campaign would be the laft, “ fo that, in fpite of my 
“ nofitive aflurances,”’ faid the general, from the fpot, the minifter’s 
« delufive hopes and conje€tures were to influence him in oppofition 
“to my certain knowledge.” In the animation of debate, the allega- 
tions of the general were placed in a ftronger point of view. Minifters 
were charged with having “ treacheroufly and traitoroufly deceived 
“ this country; inafmuch as they had declared to the houfe of 
“ commons, that they had reafon to expect a fuccefsful campaign, 
“© when they had it in their pockets, under the general’s own hand, 
“* that nothing was to be expected.” 

With regard to the firft of thefe charges, refpeCting confidence and 
fupport, the vaft exertions of the minifter for the American department 
were recapitulated, and the letters of fir William Howe acknowledging 
them. With regard to the fecond, it was proved, by the correfpondence 
between the general and the fecretary for American affairs, that 
every plan propofed by the former was {ure to meet with the appro- 
bation of the latter; and that ftronger proof of confidence in a 
general could not be given by thofe who employed him, than that 
he fhould be left unconftrained by particular inftru€tions, uncon- 
trolled by fuperior power, at entire liberty to follow his own plans, 
and profecute a war according to his own ideas; nor was it ever 
before made a matter of ferious complaint againft a minifter, that he 


did 
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did not furnith military plans in detail to a commander in chief, efpe- © H ae P. ) = Bf ae os 
cially when repeated proofs were given of a fincere difpofition to 4 A ase eee Sd 
€o-operate with the military commander, and furnifh the means of ii 1m - oes is Gis 
executing whatever plan he might judge to be the moft expedient ees: 
for the public fervice. The fecretary of ftate for the American de- | Ht 
partment, in a letter of the twenty-fecond of Odtober 1776, ex- 
prefsly fays, “ His majefty does not intend that the general, in his 


* plans of operation, fhould be confined to any particular province + 
“His choice of fituation muft in that refpe@ be governed by his 


“ own judgment.” How many times, it was farther urged on this 
fubject, did fir William Howe alter his plan for the campaign of 
1777 in the courfe of a few months? Between the months of No- 
vember and April no lefs than four plans, effentially different from 
each other, were propofed, and yet, by the general’s own account; 
each of them, inits turn, was approved of. The minifter for 
American affairs, in a letter to the general of the third of March 1 777s 
fays, “ I am now commanded to acquaint you that the king entirely. 
“ approves of your deviation from the plan which you formerly 
“ fuggefted.” And again, May the eighteenth, “As you muft, from 
* your fituation and military fkill, be a competent judge of the pro- 
* priety of every plan, his majefty does not hefitate to approve the 
“alterations which you propofe.” The nature of the American 
fervice, indeed, required that. the general fhould be at liberty to vary 
his plan of operations according to the varying circumftances of the 

And accordingly, as appears from the whole of the official 
correfpondence on the fubje@ of the American war, the fulleft con- 
fidence was placed in fir William Howe from the time of his ap- 
pointment to the chief command to that of his afking leave to return. Ago ee Lf. Dh long, 
to Britain. Not only was he fupported by the whole weight of offers oes #02 , bw pent 
government, but was indulged in all his withes for himfelf and Afefrroceed, Sie hse) A forcacre ps 
his friends. On this head, therefore, they who faw more matter“ 2 oraereot to ddote 
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of accufation in the inactivity and blunders of fir William Howe, 
than in the condu&t of lord George Germaine, which feemed, 
on the whole, to be well defigned, and towards the general full of 
confidence and generofity, enjoyed a complete triumph. It was 
with greater plaufibility that fir William and his friends infifted on 
the third charge, juft mentioned, againft the minifter ; that his hopes 
and conjectures, refpeéting the ftate of America and the iffue of the 


war, were more fanguine and favourable than the general’s corre- 
fpondence warranted him to entertain. . Yet, even here, it was 


fhewn from their correfpondence, that the minifter’s intelligence was 
not materially different from that of the general, nor his hopes of fuc- 
cefs on the whole much lefs lively. 

Still, however, the friends of fir William Howe, the members of 
parliament in oppofition to adminiftration, with his concurrence, in- 
fitted on a public inquiry into the conduct of the American war, that 
our national difgraces and misfortunes might be traced to their real 
fource. Lord Howe, in a fpeech in the houfe of commons, April 
the twenty-ninth, 1779, demanded an inquiry into his own and his 
brother’s condu@, for the following reafons: They had been arraign- 
ed in pamphlets and in newfpapers, written by perfons in high cre- 
dit and confidence with minifters, by feveral members of that houfe, 
in that houfe, in the face of the nation; by fome of great credit and 
refpe& in their public characters, known to he countenanced by Aye, 
miniftration ; and that one of them in particular, governor John~- 
ftone, had made the moft dire& and fpecific charges. ‘Their charac- 
ters, therefore, fo publicly attacked, and in fuch a place, were to be 
vindicated in the great councils of the ftate, and no-where elfe. 

In vain did the minifters of the crown, who had employed him, 
declare, that they had no accufations againft either the general or 
admiral. They, with their friends, infifted on a public examination, 
which was obtained, and in which they, for fome time, took the lead. 

But, 
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But, at length it plainly appeared that, under pretence of vindicating ee | 
the general, their real defign was fo condemn the conduct of ad- UY _—..UlUCU 
miniftration. The parliamentary inquiry that had been inftituted, a : J Me eke! 
the miniftry and their adherents confidered as a factious intrigue. : ‘ ; 
It was, perhaps, imagined that his majefty, alarmed at the dan- oe ors 
gers that began, by this time, to threaten Great Britain, not only in i 
America, but in other quarters, would change his confidential fer- 


vants, and commit the conduét of government to thofe very hands 
that hitherto had been employed in various attempts to baffle its 


defigns, and fruftrate all the meafures that had been taken for carry- 
ing them into execution. But the king, amidft multiplying dif- 
trefles, with proper frmnefs withftood their machinations, deter-— 
mined to continue his countenance to thofe who wifhed not to fruf- 
trate nor procraftinate the war *, but to bring it, as foon as poflible, 
to a fafe and honourable conclufion. The oppofition, therefore, 
difappointed in their expeétations from the higheft quarter in the 
ftate, ferioufly intended, what they loudly threatened, to impeach 
the fervants of the crown, and by that means to drive them from 


their places by a kind of violence. : 
Adminiftration, eafily penetrating this defign, refolved no longer to 
permit their opponents to runin the race of examination alone, but to 


vindicate the meafures they had taken. Many gentlemen of undoubt- 
ed reputation, perfeatly acquainted with the conduct of the war, 


and the ftate of America, were fummoned to give evidence refpeCting 
thofe fubjecis. Of this the movers of the inquiry were apprized, and 
aa they foon began to lofe courage. Only two witnefles were examined, 
| on what may be called, in the language of judicial trials, the fide of 
adminiftration: Major-general Robertfon, who had ferved twenty- 


* It is believed that the king on fome oceafions went fo far as to fuggett his ideas of the 
proper plan for carrying on the war, which were very judicious, and which, had they been 


adopted by the general, might probably have been productive of good effects, 
four 
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four years in America as quarter-mafter-general, brigadier and major- 
eeneral; and Mr. Galloway, a gentleman of Penfylvania, of fortune 
and confequence, as well as good abilities, who was bred to the law, 
and had been a member of congrefs, but who had come over to the 
royal army in December 1776. But fuch was the circumftantiality, 
credibility, and weight of their evidence, that the movers or managers. 
fhrunk from the inquiry ; as, the more it was carried on, the more 


parliament, as well as the nation at large, feemed to he convinced 
that the condu& of adminiftration, in refpect to the American war, 


was on the whole juftified. The friends of the general and admiral,. 
therefore, moved to diffolve the committee which they had been fo- 
ftudious to obtain ; and it was diffolved accordingly. 

But although fir William Howe, as well as his friends, was dif- 
appointed in his hopes of fomething even more than exculpation,. 
from anindulgent houfe of commons, he neither wanted a fufficient 
number of partifans to keep him in countenance amidft all that cen- 


fure that was poured. on his condu@, nor political friends of fufficient 
confequence to compenfate for that cenfure by an honourable and 
lucrative ftation which he now holds under government: Nor 
is this the only inftance in the hiftory of Britain at this period, of 
great inequality in the public retribution of rewards and punith- 
ments. When we refle&t on the different and even oppofite recep- 
tion given to fuccefsful genius actuated by the pnreft patriotifm on: 
the one hand, and to. monotonous mediocrity, not only unfuccefl— 
ful, if fuccefs is to be meafured by effects conducive to the public - 
good, but even of ambiguous intentions ; what are we to think of 
the fpirit which influences and directs the public councils? 

In the decline of free governments we ever obferve the influence: 
of faction to predominate over ideas of patriotifm, juftice, and duty,. 
on which alone liberty is founded, and a propenfity in the citizens. 
to range themfelves under the banners of a Marius or a Sylla, a: 

4. Pompey 
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Pompey of a Czfar. Hence the fervants of the ftate are apt to bee CH A P. 
come lefs and lefs fenfible to honour, and the voice of fame, the —~——~ 
great incentives to glorious actions, well knowing that their condua, i 
however meritorious, may {till be condemned, or however excep- 
tionable, ftill be palliated, and even applauded, to advance the 

views of faction and ambition; while the great body of the people, 

diftraéted and confounded by the oppofite opinions and declarations 7 
of their fuperiore, who are fuppofed to have the beft means of in- a, = 
formation, know not where to place their hopes, their confidence, é 


or their fears. 

It is the province of the hiftorian to correct thefe errors, and to 
animate the patriot, the fage, and the hero, under temporary neg 
le& or detraGtion, by carrying an appeal in their behalf to a tribu- 
nal more candid than their mifguided cotemporaries, and that, raifed 
on a theatre more extended than their native country, 


END OF VOLUME FIRST. 
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